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v ictory 
of the 

lottery 

fat-cats 


feffib crowded flows the Cam 

Clare Garner 



Steve Boggan 

LoUery “fat cals” were celebrating vic- 
tory over the Government last night 
after a deal was struck which allows 
them to keep all the bonuses that pro- 
voked last week’s public outrage. 

Following secret negotiations be- 
tween Camel oL, the lottery organiser, 
and the Department of National Her- 
itage on Thursday, a deal yesterday 
was presented as a compromise verg- 
ing on victory for the Government. 
However, closer examination revealed 
a climb-down by Chris Smith, the Sec- 





Sir George Russell: Summoned 
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retan' of State for National Heritage. 
Mr Smith had demanded the return of 
the bonuses of up to 90 per cent of 
salary paid to directors last year when 
Camelot's profits fell by 8.6 per cent 
and donations to good causes dropped 
‘ from £1.4bn to £l-3bn. In fact, not a 
pennjrwill be returned by the directors. 
!■ "Under the deal, Camelot has agreed 

to hand over interest on unclaimed 

i. prizes to the good causes fund, and ns 

f directors have undertaken to make se- 
cret, personal voluntary payments into 
K a charitable fund from a forthcoming 
“long-term bonus”. 

The repayable interest is currently 
about £6m and will amount to some 
V. £24m by 2001, when Camelot’s licence 
.V expires. However, it had been the sub- 
■l ject of negptiation for almost a year and 
-. most observers - and, sources say, 
Camelot directors - believed the com- 
’■ pany would have to yield to demands 
■ to give it back sooner or later. It ap- 
• ' " pears that the directors have supply 
° nsed it as a bargaining chip m order 
L . to keep their bonuses. . 

A scwroe involved in the negotiations 

slid that none of the bonuses paid last 


year are included in the deal. Neither 
does the deal include an annual bonus 
of 43 per cent of salary to be paid this 
month. Neither will next year's annu- 
al bonus be included. 

“The only one included will be the 
final installment of a long-term bonus 
of 120 per cent of salary negotiated in 
1994,” said the source. “That amounts 
to 35 per cent of salary and it will be 
paid m October. {The directors] can 
choose to pay an amount from that It i 
will be voluntary and it will be one-off. 

I don’t think anyone has thought 
about how much to pay yet.” 

The deal was strode on Thursday 
during, a day of telephone conversa- 
tions between Hayden Phillips, Mr 
Smith’s permanent secretary, and Tim 
Holley, Camelot’s chief executive, 
after it had become dear to the Sec- 
retary of State for National Heritage 
that his insistence that Camelot's di- 
rectorsgjvetheirbonuses to charity had 
backfired. r - ..... . 

He hadsuaunoned Sir George Rus- 
sell, the Camelot chairman, to his of- 
fice last Monday to express his anger 
at the levels of directors’ pay. Among 
the biggest earners, Mr Holley had 
been given £590,000 for 1996/97 - 50 I 
per cent up on the previous yean David i 
Rigg, communications chief, picked up , 
£330,000 - 90 per cent up on the pre- 
vious year; and Peter Murphy, finance 
director, got a 76 per cent pay increase 1 
to £361,000. 

But Mr Smith soon realised that nei- , 
ther he nor Camelot’s shareholders - 
GTfcch, Racal, De La Rue, Cadbury 
Schweppes and I CL -could force the 
directors to return bonuses paid legal- 
ly as the result of proper contracts. 

“It wasn’t the money involved,” 
one director told The Independent 
yesterday. “It was the principle. It could 
be £10 or £lm. You simply can’t go 

around asking people to pay bock their 

bonuses.” .... 

The impression that Mr Smith had 
bitten off more than he could chew was 
reinforced when Mr HoUey, Mr Rigg 
and Mr Murphy said they would resign 
over the matter. Finally, the secret talks 
were initiated on Thursday after 
GTeeh. Racal and De La Rue said they 
would pull out if Camelot were made 
into a “not-for-profit” organisation - 
the type of body Mr South wants 
Camelot to become. Both sides are to 
put forward proposals on that step by 
the end of July. 

By the time Mr Hayden and Mr Hol- 
lev completed their talks on Thurs- 
day. Mr Smith was able to say that 
Camelot’s directors were giving mon- 
ey from their bonuses to chanty. And 
the directors were safe in the knowledge 
that they could keep the bonuses ai the 

centre of the controversy. 

Lea ding article, page 19 



>' 

> f 



And is there honey still for tea? The classic appeal of punting on the River Cam is causing water-traffic problems Photograph: Brian Hams 

Rates up by quarter point in 
Bank’s first independent rise 


An unusual kind of traffic con- 
gestion is stirring in the quieter 
backwaters of Cambridge. 

The River Cam is in danger 
of becoming clogged by its 
famous punts, according to Pro- 
fessor Michael Chisholm, chair- 
man of the Cam Conservators, 
the body responsible for regis- 
tering boats on the river. 

Unless the fast-growing num- 
ber of craft is stemmed, the mil- 
lions of visitors who descend on 
the city each year may be put off 
taking the qmntessemially Cam- 
bridge trip along the Universi- 
ty Backs, he warned yesterday. 

“If the numbers become sig- 
nificantly more than they are 
now then people may be turned 
off wanting to come on the Cam 
because it is just so crowded and 
unpleasant,” said the retired 
Cambridge University geogra- 
phy lecturer. “That would be 
bad for the operators and bad 
for the dty, which I think now 
attracts about 3 milli on visitors 
a year.” 

There has been a big in- 
crease in river traffic in recent 
years as punting becomes in- 
creasingly popular among 
tourists. Around 300 punts now 
compete far bade and many are 
chauffeur punts which are twice 
the size of the original models. 

Rod Ingersent, 29, manager 
of Cambridge Punting Compa- 
ny, which owns ISO punts, dis- 
missed the problem. “Obviously 
we don't agree,” he said. “I think 
punts have reached the ceiling 
in terms erf the number there are 
going to be and it seems entirely 
manageable to us.” 

The annual licence fees, £153 
for a six-passenger punt and 
double that for a chauffeur 
punt, are prohibitive, added 
Mr Ingersent. “It’s very unlikely 
the numbers will go up be- 
cause the fees are very high, the 
highest in the country.” 

Professor Chisholm's re- 
marks come amid growing con- 
cern about rowdy behaviour 
on the river and growing com- 
petition between rival punt op- 
erators. There have been 
reports of heated arguments be- 
tween the staff of rival punt 
firms touting for customers and 
police warn they will step in if 
disputes get out of hand. 


Michael Harrison 

The cost of home loans went up yesterday after the Bank 
of England increased interest rales to &5 percent folkwing 
the inaugural meeting of its monetary policy committee. 

At die mid of the two-day meeting the seven-strong com- 
mittee voted fora quarter-point rise in interest rates - the 
first time since 1945 that the cost of borrowing has been 
changed without government instruction. 

The Halffax and the Abbey National immediately an- 
nounced that they were increasing mortgage rates by 035 
per cent. Other lenders are expected to follow suit 

The increase takes the monthly cost of a £50,00 repay- 
ment mortgage to £358.85 - a rise of £1037. The repay- 
ment on a £100,000 loan rises by £21.78 to £740.87. 

The Bank said It had raised rates because there was a 
need to keep inflation in check. Eddie George, the Gov- 
ernor of the Rank and chairman of the monetaiy policy 
committee, warned earlier this week of the inflationary ef- 
fects of the £30bn building society windfalls. 

This is the second quarter-point increase in base rates 
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since Labour came to power. Mr Brown first raised rates 
a month ago on the same day he announced the Bank’s 
operational independence to set monetary polity. The con- 
sensus in the City was that the increase was sensible giv- 
en the need to choke off the threat of higher mflation. 
But there was an angry reaction from industry, fearful that 
the rate rise will strengthen the pound further and harm 
export prospects. 

Business, page 24 
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Jason Bennetto 

(Mntt Correspondent . _ 

A I2ryear-oId giri and a 15-year- 
old youth are being kept m a 
Victorian adult jail on the Isle 

■ of Man in a system that was 
■condemned yesterday as *w- 
baric”: 

. “The girl who has not been 
convicted on any offence,.* 

. bang housed in a cell m a 

special annexe of the prison 

■ made the perimeter walk 

: She is kept away from adult 

Inmates but can mix with 01- 
ieHderi aged up to 16 - 



She has been at the jafl for 

four days on remand and will go 
before the court again cm 

Wednesday where die could be 
sentenced to return to the 
orison. Until a few days ago a 

14 -year-oId was also at the jail 

awaiting trial,. but has been 
released after his parents 
agreed to take care of bjm. 

A civil liberty group pledged 

yesterday to take the case to the 

United Nations Committee on 
the Rights of the Child. 

The juveniles at Victoria 
Road Prison in Douglas, _the 
island's capital, are locked m 
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modem, adult-style cells from 
about 8pm to 8am. 

Under island laws, children 
as young as 10 can be detained 
in the island’s only prison, which 
currently holds three youths 
aged under 17, two female 
adults and 88 male inmates. 

The 12-year-old giri was sent 
to the prison last Wednesday. It 
is understood she is accused of 
assaulting social workers and 
damaging property. 

The 15-year-old boy at the jail 
is understood to be serving a ax- 
month sentence for assault and 
theft. _ 
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In the United Kingdom, child 
offenders aged under 15 are 
kept in local authority secure ac- 
commodation. Penal experts 
have warned of the dangers of 
mixing different age groups 
and sexes and of keeping chil- 
dren in prisons. 

Tference McDonald, a Manx 
advocate, called yesterday for 
the island's government to 
establish separate secure ac- 
commodation for child crimi- 
nals. “It is barbaric to lock up 
children in jail and place them 
in cells,” he said 

“We are rich society ana 


should have a proper accom- 
modation.” 

Bernard Mofiatt, secretary of 
the Manx Council for Civil Lib- 
erty, said his organisation would 
appeal to the UN: “Locking 
children up in adult prisons is 
like something from the Dark 
Ages. It has got to end” 

The Isle of Man has a repu- 
tation for retaining harsh, ar- 
chaic laws. Homosexuality was 
illegal until 1992 and hanging 
was only abolished in 1993. In 
the same year the government 
voted to retain birching. 

There are five cells in the ju- 
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venfles unit, which have toilets 
and basins. They are some- 
times used by adults when the 
unit is empty. Parents are al- 
lowed to visit every day and the 
children receive education and 
recreation. The prison staff 
who supervise them are given 
special training. 

Rosemary Crosby, the jail’s 
governor, said: “There is a need 
to put some children in secure 
accommodation. It is how you 
deal with them when they are 
there that is important We do 
not have the resources to 
provide greater facilities.” 

England hit out 

England led Australia by 331 
runs, with Nasser Hussain seor- 
ing 207 and Graham Thorpe 138, 
when rain stopped play at 
449-6 in the second day of the 
first Test at Edgbaston. Plage 32 
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Inquiry launched into prison 
strip-search of woman 

An inquLy was laundied yesterday after a woman prisoner was 

“yk P™ 01 ? officers she threatened to kifl 
herself the Prison Service said. 

The search, at Mghpoint Prison, near HaverhiU in Suffolk, was 

m contravention of Home Office policy which states that 
stnp-searcbes should be carried oat by officers the same sex as the 
inmate. The four officers believed to have taken part in the search 
have not been dismissed or suspended white the inquiry, headed by 
a governor from another prison and expected to take at least a 
week, is completed. The search took place on the evening of 2 June 
and revealed a small strip of metal which officers believed could 
have been used as a weapon. 

Th e investigation comes as it was announced that regular 
criminal checks may be introduced on staff at a secure mental 
hospital after It was discovered that a nurse carried on working 
with dangerous patients for two years after being convicted of 
importing pornography. William Baird was dismissed from 
Ashworth special hospital, Merseyside, whose most infamous 
inmate is the Moots murderer Ian Brady, two weeks ago. An 
immediate inquiry into the Personality Disorder Unit was ordered 
in February after allegations of paedop hilia came to ligh t along 
with claims that pornography, drugs and alcohol were widely 
available. The chief executive, a senior psychiatrist and two nurses 
were suspended. Neither the courts nor the police had informed 
hospital authorities about Mr Baud, who was suspended at the 
time on another matter. Matthew Brace and Glenda Cooper 

Convent opts into state system 

A Catholic girls' school is to become the first private school to opt 
into the state system under the new government. 

Virgo Fidelis Convent School in Croydon, south London, will 
become a slate school in August, and will open its doors to non-fee 
paying pupils for the first time in September. The school is one of 
12 independent schools which made a bid to become state-funded 
under the Conservative government but whose applications were 
held up by the general election campaign. One has been turned 
down and ten more await a decision. Sister Bernadette, 
headmistress at the convent school, said the school, which was 
founded 149 years ago by Irish nuns to ed uca te chil dren from the 
streets and workhouses, would now be better placed than ever to 
fulfil its mission of serving 

low-income families. Lucy Want 

The importance of being honest 

A questionnaire completed and 
signed by the homosexual 
. playwright Oscar Wilde in his 
student days, in which he 
claimed vanity, conceit and 
self-esteem as the traits he 
most detested in men and 
women, fetched £23.000 
yesterday, ten times its 
estimated value, when a 
mystery telephone bidder 
bought the handwritten 
manuscript at Christie's in 
London. 

The questionnaire was completed in 1877, when Wilde was 
unknown and studying at Oxford University, and is contained in a 
previously unheard-of two-page entry m Album for Confessions, or 
Tastes. Habits and Convictions, compiled by a contemporary. Wilde, 
who later rose to fame for works such as The Picture of Dorian Gray 
and The Importance of Being Earnest . put his full name Oscar 
Fingal O'Flahertie Wills Wilde at the top of the 40-question sheet 
in the album. Asked what his aim in life was, Wilde replied: 
“Success, fame or even notoriety.” 

Darn buster prototypes recovered 

Army engineers began a delicate operation yesterday to recover 
prototypes of Barnes Wallis's famous dambusting bouncing bombs 
from the Kent coast. 

Five bombs have been discovered on the low tide mark at 
Reculver, near Heme Bay, where trials for the most famous air- 
raid of the Second World War were held. 

Specially-equipped Lancaster bombers of 617 Squadron under 
the command of Wing Commander Guy Gibson dropped the 
bombs to breach dams in Germany’s industrial Ruhr, creating a 
flood that destroyed power supplies and disrupted war industries. 
The dambuslers were immortalised in the eponymous 1954 film, 
starring Richard Todd and Michael Redgrave. 

Land-speed record attempt stalled 

Britain's attempt on die land speed record was stalled yesterday 
after the rear suspension of the Thrust SSC car was damaged 
during a 540 mpb trial run. Although the driver, Andy Green, was 
unhurt, the team leader Richard Noble decided that they should 
return home from the trials in the Jordanian desert. 

But although they did not achieve their test target of a 600mph 
desert run. the team members are confident that they can go for a 
record-breaking run of 750mph - breaking the sound barrier - in 
the US in September. Mr Noble is the current world record holder, 
having achieved 633mph in 1993 at Black Rock desert in Nevada, 
in the western US. 
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Lana de Savary with her daughters Tara, Savannah and 
he will not leave them or his two daughters by s 


De Savary 


P eter de Savary. the property developer, has 
announced that he does not intend to leave his 
£24m fortune to his five children when heriles. 
The self-made nuilti-mtISanaire says he fads the sight 
of upper-class , children squandering- Inheritances 
they do not appreciate “shameful"; 

“The girts must atddeve in their own lives whatev- 
er they can achieve." Mr de Savary said of his five 
daughters. They will not be given the responsibility 
and file awesome task of trying to preserve or aug- 
ment or carry on any off my efforts" . 

.His eldest daughter, Lisa de Savary, 28, yesterday 
applauded her father's decision. T tfrink it's a good 
firing because you do see lots of people with trust funds 
who tion’thavethe impetus tp get off their backsides 
and do something.” 

Miss de Savary, who works in pubfic relations, added: 
“At the end of the day achieving something by yotir- 
setfand off your own back is far more satisfying than 
sitting back arid firing off someone else's money." 

Besides Lisa, Mr de Savary has four other daugh- 
ters: Nicola, 23, Tara, 10. Amber, nine, and Savannah, 
five. Nicola, a medical student at King's College Lor^ 
don, teaches English as af orelg n language in her hol- 
idays. Lisa sakL* "She got a TEFL quafiteatiem so that’s 
what she’s doing in her summer hoBdays.” 


Struggling U2 
Ml victim to pop 
market forces 

U2, the Irish rock band, may be re- 
gretting the giant fruit that graces 
the set of their current PopMart 
tour of the United States. K is a 
lemon and it may turn out to be an 
apt symbol of a tour that appears 
to be struggling. 

The evidence from ticket sales 
suggests that the band and its 
lead singer Bono, pictured, may 
not have the drawing power they 
once enjoyed. At least two con- 
certs have been cancelled includ- 
ing one tonight in Philadelphia. 

A three-night stretch in New 
York last weekend began well with 
a capacity crowd of 50.000 on Sat- 
urday. The lemon is part of a eye- 
popping set that includes a 
gargantuan VldeoWall and tower- 
ing McDonalds-like golden arch. 

Even on that night, however, a 
few hapless touts were offloading 
tickets at half price. By Tuesday 
night the top tier of the Giant’s sta- 
dium was mostly empty. 

In other cities, it has looked 
even grimmer. The band played to 
only 27,000 on 1 May in a 60.000- 
seat stadium in Denver. On their 
last US tour, they attracted 53.000 
fans in Denver. Tour insiders also 
report disappointing merchandis- 
ing of PopMart paraphenalia. 



The promoters denied yesterday 
that the tour, which will begin a 
British leg at Wembley on 22 Au- 
gust, is a flop. Arthur FogeL presi- 
dent of the promoting company 
The Next Adventure, said: “When 
people see some shows fall short 
of sold out, all of a sudden they 
say the tour's in trouble. Nothing 
could be further from the truth." 

The explanation for tonight's 
cancellation is that the gig would 
have clashed with a large Tibet 
Freedom concert in New York - at 
which U2 will briefly play. Another 
cancelled show, in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, was reportedly caused 
by damage done to the VtdeoWall 
by rain Hi a Washington DC. 

David Usbome . New York 


Mr de Savary, the son of a French-bom Essex tenner, 
tells a forthcoming ITV series on the British class sys- 
tem: “I have inherited nothing; I have won nothing. 1 
have had to create whatever I have created from noth- 
ing and I believe in the words of Andrew Carnegie, 
which is to die rich is to die disgraced. So I’m nol leav- 
ing castles and fortunes to my children." 

He was kicked out of Charterhouse when he was 
16 and by the age of 34 he was a multi-millionaire. 
Listed as the joint-733rd richest man In Britain, he once 
owned. John O’Groats and Land’s End and now runs 
the Skibo Castle -hotel and goif course in Scotland. 

Miss de Savary emphasised that her father was a 
"very generous" man. “Of course,” she said. “He's put 
us all through good schools and universities ... He’s 
always there to help if we are in an impossible situa- 
tion ... Whatever he said in file TV programme I don't 
think it will come across as: 1 don't give my children 
a penny.’ All he’s really saying is he doesn’t believe 
in giving children trust funds." Clare Gamer 


Banks on the spot 
over sport academy 

Tony Banks, the Minister for 
Sport is facing a sporting 
challenge it will be hard for him 
to resist 

Mr Banks, an ardent Chelsea 
fan, has been challenged by a 
fellow Labour NIP to a penalty 
shoot out at Wembley. 

Alan Simpson offered Mr 
Banks the best out of five penal- 
ties to decide whether the pro- 
posed Centre for Sporting 
Excellence is based in the Mid- 
lands or the South. 

However, Mr Banks, who is not 
noted for his footballing 
prowess, may have second 
thoughts as Mr Simpson had tri- 
als for the England team when 
he was a schoolboy. 

Mr Simpson, ihe Labour NIP 
for Nottingham South, fears that 
the minister will allow the centre 
to be created “within a comfort- 
able coach ride of Wembley". 

Insisting that it had to be 
based in the regions, Mr Simp- 
son said: “If it is not, it will be 
perceived as yet another initia- 
tive driven by the narrow percep- 
tions of the sporting 
establishment” 

And he added: The penalty 
shoot out would be the best of 
five - the winner decides on what 
we do." Colin Brown 


Saudis attack British over trial coverage 


The Saudi government has attacked media coverage 
of the trial of the two nurses accused of murdering an 
Australian colleague. 

The Saudi Ambassador to Britain, Dr Ghaa Algosaibi, 
said yesterday the approach of some British media to 
the case had been “irresponsible" and “ill-advised". 

He defended his country's iegai system, which, he 
said, would ensure a fair trial for Lucille McLauchlan, 
31 , and Deborah Parry, 38, accused of murdering col- 
league Yvonne Gilford last year. 

The diplomat's attack followed a press conference 
on Thursday in which the families of the two women 
said new evidence cast doubt over alleged confessions, 
which the women have already retracted. 

Dr Algosaibi said: - h is entirely Inappropriate for any- 
one to make any public comment upon the trial of the 
defendants untfl the proceedings have fmafly determined. 

"I t js ex tremely unfortunate indeed, to the due ad- 
ministration of justice in Saudi Arabia, for the issues 
m the case to be the subject of such ill-advised pub- 
licity In the media, especially in the case which may 
involve issues of life and death. 

"It is lor the court and the court alone, and not the 
media to decide this case," 


Comments by the nurses' lawyers about alleged mis- 
treatment of the pair while in jail are believed to have 
particularly antagonised the Saudis. 

The Foreign Office declined to comment on the Sau- 
di outburst but pointed out that throughout the case 
the Saudis had co-operated with requests for consular 
access to the women, and had allowed the vice-con- 
sul to attend the trial. 

Ms Parry, from Hampshire, and Ms McLauchlan, from 
Dundee, could face the death penalty if convicted of 
the murder of Miss Gilford, 55, who was found beat- 
en, stabbed and suffocated at the King Fahd military 
medical complex in Dhahran where the women worked. 

Back in Saudi there was fresh hope for the nurses 
yesterday when it emerged that Frank Gilford, the mur- 
dered woman's brother, said he might meet the nurs- 
es’ families to discuss the case. 

Mr GRford, 59, from Jamestown, South Australia, could 
insist on the death penalty and has resisted the fami- 
lies’ pleas for mercy. But his lawyer, Jim Phipps, tokJ 
BBC Scotland that his client may have wavered in his 
opposition to meeting the families. He said: “I think that 
Frank, at the right time and in the right circumstances 
might be inclined to meet them." 


EDUCATION 

Vocational A-levels ‘fail to 
prepare students for work’ 

Vocational A-levels are failing in one of their main aims - the. •. ' 
broad preparation of students for work, a study said yesterday. 

The report from London University's Institute of Education , 

found that most students from General National Vocational.. - 4 
Qualification (GNVQ) courses went into jobs unrelated 
subjects they had studied. ' - 

A high proportion of young people work, in retailing or ^ 

hospitality and catering but very few choose relevant GNVQs. . 

Over three-quarters of students are concentrated in four : 
subjects, art and design, business, leisure and tourisn, and health ‘\ 
and social care. The report questions whether that was what file £ 
last Government’s meant when it said that they should be a broag/*’ 
preparation for employment” .. . 

Professor Alison Wolf, who carried out the project said The 
courses “represent a very small proportion of the country’s : 5f" 

occupational map". Technical jobs are poorly represented. . . 

The qualifications have also failed to achieve equal standing wither 
A-levels - another objective. That is partly because old vocational J! 
q ualifica tions persist so that the new courses have not become the’ " 
main alternative to A-levels. Only a fifth of 16-year-olds lakes them 
compared with the target of a quarter for 1996. Judith Judd 


ENVIRONMENT 


Solar power comes home 

Solar power is being used to 
cut fuel bills for low-income 
famili es in an experiment set 
up by Greenpeace and a 
housing association- 

Three terrace houses in 
Siivertown in London’s 
Docklands were chosen to 
show that solar panels can 
generate electricity in 
ordinary homes, making a 
saving of £60 per household. 

Although it is expensive to 
install the 10 panels needed 
for each house, Greenpeace is 
campaigning for grants to 
revolutionise the market 
Marais Rand, a Greenpeace 
campaigner, said: “We are 
calling on the Government to 
start a nation-wide solar 
programme immediately. 

“Just by re-directing ihe £17ra currently spent on oil, coal and 
gas industries Britain could have a minimum of 50,000 solar homes 
by 2010. The Siivertown project shows it’s possible." : 

George Barlow, chief executive of Peabody, one of London’s 
largest housing associations, said: “We [this project] hope it will set 
in motion a new approach to the use of clean, renewable energy to 
reduce energy costs for people who most need affordable bousing,” 


HEALTH 

More money for diabetes 

Projects aimed at conquering diabetes are failing to get off the 
ground because of Lack of funds, it was claimed yesterday. 

The British Diabetic Association said more scientists than ever 
are applying for grants from its £4w5m research fund. 

But the charity said that although some schemes could lead to a- 
cure for the condition, increasing numbers of worthwhile projects r..r 
had to be turned down. t- • * 

Professor Stephen Bloom, chairman of the charity’s research 
committee, said: “Talk of prevention or a cure for diabetes is not a 
pipe dream. It could happen in our lifetimes with a continuing .?•; 
investment in diabetes research." .? 

In order to increase the money available the charity will laundiV 
an appeal at the start of National Diabetes Week tomorrow. 


TRANSPORT 


Top tips for greener driving 

A leading driving school has offered a range of tips to motorists to 
help cut car pollution levels while staying behind the wheel. 

Responding to the Government’s attempts to persuade the 
public to use their cars iess and public transport more, BSM 
published advice to motorists to do their bit for the environment. . 

The suggestions include keeping cars well maintained, avoiding 
carrying excess weight, switching off the engine in non-moving 
jams and avoiding excessive revving in low gears and keeping 
speeds consistent Keith Cameron, the company's head of road •. 
safety policy, said: ~A good driving technique can reduce fbel 
consumption by 25 per cent A shift in attitude by motorists to bow ' . 
they drive and treat their car would not only produce greener 
drivers, but would also reduce accidents and help people save a lot ^ 
of time and money." 
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Yorkshire Bank 
Base Rate 

Yorkshire Bank announces 

that with effect 
from start of business on 
9th June 1997 
its Base Rate is increasing 
from 

6-25% to 6.50%. 
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goes wrong: 
one woman’s 
horror story 


es home 


Jeremy Uurmce 

Health Editor 





The horrifying aftermath of a cancer 
misdiagnosis were described yesterday 
ny a relative of a woman who died at- 
'if r consultants failed to spot a breast 
-rumour during screening. 

Suporme Renvoize was misdiae- 
nosed by Dr John Brennan in 1990, 
one qf the two consultant radiologists 
who* work has been called in ques- 
tion in the current breast screening 
scare at the Royal Devon and Exeter 
*• V. hospitaL Although her cancer was lat- 

er . de -^ cCed ot her doctors, she re- 
ceived inadequate treatment 
- delivered too late, according to spe- 

cialists who dealt with her case, and 
died a gruesome death in 1995. 

It can never be proved that earti- 
er- treatment would have prolonged 
fher survival, but the knowledge that 
she had been misdiagnosed added 
greatly to her suffering, according to 
her cousin, Judith Barnes. “Simonne 
died knowing she could have had bet- 
ter treatment from the NHS in which 
she bad bad great faith. It shattered 
er trust in the health service as it did 
!>r all the family.” she said. 

On Thursday, the Royal Devon and 
Exeter NHS trust announced that Dr 
Brennan and fellow consultant radi- 
ologist Dr Graham Urquhart have 
been asked to undergo retraining af- 
diabetes ter a review found decisions they had 

made led to delayed diagnosis of nine 
women with breast cancer. Mam- 
mography films for 1,900 women are 
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Simonne Renvoize (main picture) ‘died knowing she could have had better treatment, according to her cousin, Judith Barnes (left) 
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to be re-examined to check for 
microcalcification - minute traces of 
calcium in the breast which can 
indicate chat cancer is developing. 

Angela Redder, chief executive of 
the trust, said screening for breast can- 
cer was not an exact science. “Any con- 
sultant in any specialty will on 
occasion miss something. The ques- 
tion is whether it is within the scope 
of normal practice -because no one 
is perfect - or whether it is outside 
normal practice. 

u Our review suggested that in 
terms of the particular interpretation 
of mkrocajaficatioa there seems to 
be a need for re- training of these con- 
sultants in this area.” 

Documents sera by The Indepen- 
dent sbow that this is not the first time 
that Dr Brennan's judgement has 


been criticised. In April 1990, Si- 
monne Renvoize, then aged 45, was 
referred to him at Treliske hospital, 
Cornwall, in April 1990. where be was 
then working, for breast screening af- 
ter she had consulted her GP about 
lumps in both her breasts. 

Dr Brennan told her that the 
lumps were not cancerous and were 
caused by hormonal problems and 
wrote in his report that there were “no 
suspicious features in either breast”. 
Four months later she returned to her 
GP complaining the lumps were big- 
ger. She was referred to a surgeon at 
the hospitaL Breast cancer was di- 
agnosed and she had a mastectomy 
in September 1990. 

Because of further shortcomings in 
her treatment the cancer in her oth- 
er breast was not diagnosed until the 


following year and she had a second 
mastectomy in March 1991 - 11 
months after it should have been 
detected. 

Dissatisfied with her treatment, Ms 
Renvoize sought a second opinion 
from the Royal Marsden cancer hos- 
pital in London when the disease re- 
curred in 1993. Ms Baines said: 
“The specialist at the Marsdeu didn’t 
holdout much hope. By 1994 she was 
told she wouldn’t recover. The dis- 
ease spread to her lungs and invad- 
ed her chest. The end was truly 
gruesome." 

A medico-legal report on the case 
by Graham Whitehouse, professor of 
diagnostic radiology at Liverpool 
University, in June 1994, criticised Dr 
Brennan’s Mure to spot the tu- 
rnouts on the original mammography 


film. He wrote: “The carcinoma in the 
right [breast] should certainly have 
been observed by the radiologist ... 
I would have anticipated that a radi- 
ologist experienced in mammography 
would also have seen die left breast 
lesion.” 

Ms Renvoize had lived for 11 
years in Australia, where she married 
a writer on a surfing magazine. Af- 
ter her marriage failed she returned 
to Newquay, GornwaD where she lived 
in a flat beneath her parents. When 
her cancer developed she became a 
campaigner for improved under- 
standing of the disease. 

Ms Baines said: “I don't think her 
mother will ever gel over it She was 
an only daughter and they were very 
dose. They both lived with a sense of 
anger that Simonne didn’t get the best 


possible chance. They knew women 
m Newquay who had got breast can- 
cer and had poor treatment and 
died but who did not want to make 
a fuss. 

“Right to the end she kept her 
sense of humour and was very digni- 
fied but she was also very angry.” 

Before she died, Ms Renvoize 
wrote about her illness in the hope 
that her experience would serve as a 
warning to other women. She urged 
them to seek a second opinion and 
insis t on treatment in specialist cen- 
tres, not local hospitals. 

She added; “We are referred to as 
cancer victims but are we victims of 
the disease or of the NHS? In the light 
of my experience I ask whether the 
NHS is failing British women. Some- 
thing is seriously wrong.” 
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\s summer, they’re serving 
Moet et Chandon but it’s not 
Giyndebourne. After a dummy 
run last year, the late Sam Whna- 
makers dream has come true 
and Shakespeare’s Globe 
Theatre has been reconstructed 
and it’s finally open for business. 

The two productions chosen 
to open the season are The Win- 
ter's Tale, directed by David 
Freeman, and Henry V, direct- 
ed by Richard Olivier, son of Sir 
Laurence Olivier who helped to 
found the National Theatre 
which has its home further 
along London’s South Bank. 

Debate has raged over the 
questionable authenticity of 
Wanamakeris plans to recreate 
an "Elizabethan theatre on the 
site of Shakespeare's Playhouse. 

Nothing approaching a scale 
drawing tif the original exists but 
principal architect, Theo Cros- 
by, has drawn on years of theatre 

\md building research, including 
details of ibe amounts of wood 
used to build simil ar 16th-cen- 
tury playhouses, and the result 
is a theatre unlike any other. 

Opponents have made loud 
noises about “tourist traps” and 
the amount of guesswork in- 
volved, but those working on the. 

site are anxious to prove the pro- 
ject’s credentials. Costume de~ 

sifter Jenny Tiramani has used 

a “team of needleworkers to 
make costume items like copies 
of Elizab ethan ruffe which she 
believes might have inaupo- 

rated as many as 20 yards of fine 



shfneson the audience at yesterday's 
{SSSSSSeat the Globe Theatre Photograph: John Vbos 


linen hand-sewn and gathered 
into a neckband of 15 inches and 
even the administrative staff 
have been knitting hose using 
hand-spun Wool- 
Evening performances are 
discreetly uhuninaied by flood- 


lights secreted beneath the 
thatched roof which covers the 
top gallery of the three tiers of 
seats which encircle the raised 
stage. The audience sit on oak 
benches but the atmosphere is 
at its most exciting when stand- 


ing in the area around the stage 
which thrusts forward into the 
space. The experience is simi- 
lar to standing in the arena of 
the Albert HaO at a Promenade 
concert, only feet away from the 
performers. 

The biggest problem for the 
directors and actors (and the au- 
dience if you are unlucky 
enough to be sitting in the 
wrong pla ce) are the two huge 
pillars on either side of the stage 
which support the root The 
stage space is broken up and 
large scale action has to be con- 
structed around them. 

The gains, however, are con- 
siderable. The most exciting 
element is the onus the theatre 
places on the actor. Soliloquies 
and audience address become 

most^eatres is so strongfoat 
actors can see little but the front 
row. Here the actor can see 
everyone in the audience and 
thus address people directly. 

With a play like Henry V this 
pays huge dividends. In the 
opening chorus, Mark Rylance 
- the Globe’s artistic director- 
asks? “May we cram/Within 
. this wooden O the very casques/ 
That did affright the air of 
Agmcourt?” 

By the end of the play, the 
answer from an audience who 
have been busy hissing and 
booing the dastardly English- 
plotters and the villainous 
FVench would appear to be a 
resounding “yes”. 
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Under other dreunisiance^ it 
might be regarded as the inti- 
mate female put-down: a lady 

named Genmfer Flowers has 
come forward to say that to 
self-styled leader of theiree 
world has no particular* Jis tm~ 
gu ishing mark around fas P n ' 
vate parts. Tb President Canton, 
however, her “revelation - 
anda few more in the same spir- 
it - could bring at least tempo- 
rary salvation. - 

j- RffMsFloweis,who»Jam 
during foe 1992 ; presidential 
cam paign to have., been Mr 
Clinton? mistress has never 
teen denied by foe president, 
may be well qualified to to* 3 *’ 
Interviewed on a national 


radio programme about the 
ongoing saga of the President 
and Paula Jones - who alleges 
that Mr Clinton made improp- 
er advances in an ArkansaSho- 

tel room six years ago - Ms 
Flowers did as much as she 
could to rescue foe president. 

Would he have done a thing 
like that? said foe woman im- 
mortalised as Genmfer with a 
G- “I find it hard to believe that 
he would drop his pants and ex- 
nose himself to someone who 
had not deariy let him know 
that that’s^ what she wanted 
Kim to do.” . . 

And of perhaps Ms Jones s 
strongest suit, her sworn testi- 
mony (several copies of which 

have teen depoated for safe- 
keeping across America) foal 
Bill Ototon-foen governor of 


. rlii 


Arkansas - had “distinguishing 
characteristics” in the genital 
area, Ms Flowers sai± “I have 
no idea what she means by that 
_ There is no mark there that 
I remember." 

Now memory is a fickle thing, 
as Mr Clinton’s *450-an-hour 
lawer, Robert Bennett - who 
says foe President has no rec- 
ollection of any encounter in an 
Arkansas hotel room - well 
knows. Nor does her reply dis- 
prove Ms Jones’s claim- Only a 
medical examination of foe 
president can do that but fas 

lawyer says that is a humiliation 

he will fight up to foe Supreme 

Court to prevent. 

Temporarily, though, in a 
Washington that now sees sex 
wherever it used to see Reds, 
Ms Flowers’ intervention couia 

SB 


help to calm the mood. It could 
also help Mr Bennett. He 
emerged clearly shattered from 
a meeting with Mr Clinton, ear- 
lier tins week, and went on all 
the talk shows to take back the 
threat he had issued three days 
before to delve into Ms Jones’s 
sex-life. 

Whatever happened that day 
at the White House - and no 
one suggests it was anything im- 
proper -Mr Bennett is now of 
foe view that an investigation of 
Ms Jones’s earlier career is in 
no one’s interests. Whs he told 
it could then he open season on 
foepresident? 

Biter, right on cue, Ms Flow- 
ers. Her silence since 1992 has 
often prompted speculation 
about a deal. But perhaps she 
just loved him. 



If you Bee our whiskey, wont you write us at the Jack Dane! Distiefy. Lynchbug, Tennessee USA? We enjoy hearing from our frienda. 

IN THE TENNESSEE MOONLIGHT, some folks think this barrel- 
house looks like a hotel But you wouldn’t want to sleep here. 

The only guests here are barrels of Tennessee Whiskey. 

They’ll age quietly for years, carefully watched over by 
our barrelmen. And they won’t leave until the whiskey 
inside has gained the color and smoothness our friends 
have come to expect. There are more comfortable places 
to sleep in Jack Daniel’s country. But none better suited 
for making a whiskey so rare. 


T ACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHISKEY 
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When you 


just 


can’t talk to 


anyone 


f 


talk to us. 


Despair doesn’t work nine to five. 

Despair comes in the small hours of the 

night, or on Christmas Day. It comes at 

weekends, or when you’re surrounded 
by people. 

Samaritans work round the clock,' 
every day of the year. When you f|ck 

up the phone, there’ll be someone tli^e 
to help pick up the pieces. 

You won’t be put on hold, or put 
through a grilling. And you won’t be 
judged or talked down to. # 

Our number’s in the phone book, or 
you can call our new national number on 
0345 90 90 90. Every call is confidential. 
We’ll be there to talk to you. 


The Samaritans. 


A Registered Charity funded by voluntary donations. 


it with you. 


http;//www.compuIink.co.uk/'-careware/samaricans/ 
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Any hairstyle 
you like on the 
menu so long 
as it’s bland 




Kathy Marks 




There were 10 different types 
of coffee on offer at Mezzo’s 
cafe bar in central London yes- 
terday. but only two hairstyles 
among the waitresses: severe, 
swept-back ponytails and neat, 
shoulder-length bobs. 

It was here, in the heart of 
Soho, that a black woman, 
Celia Johnson-Crofi, fell foul of 
Mezzo's stringent hair code. 
During an interview for a wait- 
ress ing job at the cafe bar, 
which adjoins Sir Terence Con- 
\ fMs flagship restaurant, she was 
■ told that her short, spiky braids 
were unacceptable. 

- An industrial tribunal reject- 
ed Ms Johnson-Croft's claim of 
racial discrimination earlier this 
week, ruling that Sir Ttrence’s 
. affluent clientele would expect 
staff to meet the highest stan- 
dards of appearance. The tri- 
.bunaJ heard that beards and 
moustaches were also banned. 

What surprised some 
•observers about the dispute 
-was that it centred not on the 
restaurant, a swanky establish- 
> 'V ; ment favoured by men in suits, 

: but on the cafe bar, a laid-back 
place where salads and sand- 
wiches arc served by waiting 
staff in polo-shirts and bright or- 
ange trousers. 

■ Nevertheless, Mezzo’s hard- 
y line stance was applauded by 
•'•other London restaurants. 
'While hair is clearly a hygiene 
issue - few diners relish the sight 
pf long locks tumbling into their 
cassouJets - a stylishly-coiffed 
; took appears to be also’ de rigeur 
■in places where image is crucial. 

_“Front-of-house staff should 
look conventional and blend in 
: : wiib their surroundings,'’ said 
Marco Pierre White, who runs 
a string of upmarket restaurants. 
“My food is served by smart 
young men.” 

Dinah-Jane Ladenis. who 
does the hiring at her husband 
Nico's restaurants, said that 


House rules 


Extracts from Mezzo's staff 
grooming code 

Women: 

avoid strong perfumes 
and deodorants 

long hair must be tied 
back and secured with a 
black cQp, band or ribbon 

■ make-up should look 
natural 

■ personal jewellery must 
be discreet and limited to 
one watch, one ring and a 
pair of stud earrings; 
bracelets are not permitted. 

■ Mack socks or tights 
must be worn at all times 

■ shoes should be kept pol- 
ished and to good condition 

■ fingernails must be kept 
trimmed to a moderate 
length and only dear nail 
varnish worn 

Men: ' 

■ should avoid strong af- 
tershave and deodorant 

■ beards and moustaches 
are not permitted for staff in 
contact with customers 

■ personal jewellery limited 
to one watch and one ring; 
earrings ahd.bracslets notl 
permitted - 
■socks must be worn at all 
times 

■ fingernails must be kept 
neaHy trimmed. \ 



Dishevelled and braided 
locks would fail Mezzo's test 




Trimble 
offers a 
glimmer 
of hope 


David McKttrick 

Ireland Correspondent 


Nothair: Celia Johnson-Croft's spiky braids fell foul of Mezzo’sstringent hair code Photograph: National Pictures 


A few days short of the first an- 
niversary of the glacially slow mul- 
ti-party talks in Belfast, a move by 
Ulster Unionist leader David Trim- 
ble has awakened hopes that the talks 
might get down to serious business. 

Mr Trimble spoke of “pigeon- 
holing'’ ihe contentious issue of 
arms de-commissioning which has 
effectively stalled the talks for the last 
year. This might open the door for 
substantive negotiations. 

To date the talks have remained 
stuck on procedural Issues, most 
notably how and when the de-com- 
missioning issue might be dealt with. 
The lack of agreement on this key 
point has meant that after a year 
there is still no agreed agenda for the 
discussions. 

Mr Trimble, who last week 
returned from a conference where 
South African negotiators outlined 
how they had circumvented such 
issues, said that it the talks process 
was moving forward then the arms 
issue could be set aside for the 
moment. 

If. however, a renewed IRA cease- 
fire brought about the possibility of 
Sinn Fein entry into talks the de -com- 
missioning issue would then be 
revived and dealt with at that stage. 

He declared: "If we are sure the 
train is moving without them [Sinn 
Fein], de-commissioning is not so 
pressing and the Issue could then be 
pigeon-holed until such time as it 
becomes a real Issue again.” 

The proposal brought a dusty re- 
sponse from Gerry Adams, Sinn 
Fein's president, who said that Mr 
Trimble could not be given a veto 
over hew talks functioned or who par- 
ticipated in them. 

The Rev Ian Paisley, of the De- 
mocratic Unionists, was also critical, 
saying that the issue was vital and 
could not be pigeon-holed. 


customers expected waiting 
staff to be spotlessly clean ana 
immaculately groomed. 

“Every restaurant has its own 
house style and staff have to fit 
in,” she said. “1 personally would 
not hire a waitress with dread- 
locks or a punky haircut. It would 
look too different and detract 
from the ambience. Our image 
is of a serious eating place with 
good food and discreet service." 

Gordon Ramsay, owner of 
the Michelin-starred Aubergine, 
drew a distinction between 


kitchen and front-of-house staff. 
“I have got evil-looking skinhead 
bastards in my kitchen, but up- 
stairs the staff have to be good- 
looking, soft-spoken and very, 
very sophisticated." be said. 

“Hair should be short, neat 
and well looked after. It can’t 
spill all over the place, it can’t 
be spiked, it can’t be gelled. Big 
hair? I guess that would be fine 
as long as it looked smart." 

But some of Sir Thre nee’s 
competitors are more laid-back 
about hair codes. Stephen Bull, 


who has just opened his third 
London restaurant, said: “As a 
formerly bearded person, I was 
quite astonished by Mezzo's 
s talin ist line on facial hair. And 
some customers think a restau- 
rant is not a restaurant unless the 
waiters have ponytails. 

“In general, restaurants are 
very conservative places. But I 
would have been happy to have 
employed the lady in question. 
As long as my staff are tidy and 
unobtrusive. I'm not that both- 
ered." 
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The government may look set 
for the next five years. You can’t 
say as much for interest rates. 

That’s why our new Five Year 
Fixed Rate mortgage is so hard 
to beat. 

Don’t just take our word for it. 
According to Moneyfacts, this is, 
“One of the lowest rates around." 

It removes all of the uncertainty 
abour fluctuating interest rates. 
And replaces it with the comfort 
of knowing exactly what you’ll 
be paying until 1st July 2002. 



It’s your choice. 

■ You can choose our lowest 
rate (the one shown opposite) 
if you take out our buildings 
and conrents insurance. 

■ Alternatively, if you prefer 
to arrange your own insurance, 
we have other options available. 

So fix it while you can. This is 
strictly a Limited Offer. 

Ask for full details at your 
nearesr Northern Rock branch. 

Or telephone our Mortgage 
Hotline any time between 
9am and 5pm Monday to 
Friday, or between 10am and 
3pm weekends. 

0800 591 500 
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SATURDAY 7 JUNE 3997 ■ THE INDEPENDENT 



CoGn Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


The backs tabbing between the 
ri gh t-win g contenders for the 
Conservative Party leadership 
intensified last night with ac- 
cusations that Peter lilley “got 
in a muddle” at a private meet- 


ing of the Thatch erite 92 group 
of Tory MPs. 


—■V' ' V 


People power An Irish policeman carries a ballot boot off Inlshfiree, Donegal, after the island's electorate of eight had voted in yesterday’s Irish 
general election. Early oat polls showed the centre-right alliance poised to topple prime minister John Bruton Photograph: Crispin Rodweli/Reuters 


of Tory MPs. 

The former secretary of state 
for social security was said to 
have failed to give a convincing 
reply when he was challenged 
over whether he would have 
stayed in John Major's Cabinet 
if it had backed Britain's entry 
into a single currency. 

Michael Howard, the for- 
mer home secretary, gained 
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points at the meeting of right- 
wing Tbry MPs for saying he 
would have resigned, according 

to his camp. “P^rLiDey refused 

to say dearly where he stood on 
the single currency. It was very 
■ally because they asked a ample 
question ^ -woukiyou have stayed 
in the Cabinet if it had been in 
favour of entry to a single cur- 
rency - Michael Howard sur- 
prised them all by saying ‘no’,” 

said a Howard supporter. 

The in -fig h ting among the 
right-wing candidates deep- 
ened as Kenneth Garke pulled 
off the second coup of the 
week by winning the support of 
Sir George Young, the former 
transport secretary. It came as 
a blow to the Hague camp, who 
had been hoping to land Sir 
George, in mite of his reputa- 
tion as a pamdan Tbry baroneL 

"The key question is who is 
most likely to lead us to victo- 
ry in five years. We need some- 
one voters can relate to and 
identify with, who can commu- 
nicate clearly with them and can 
land punches on Labour ... 
Ken has the extra qualities that 
make him an outstanding can- 
didate,” said Sir George. 

Stephen DorrelL, who last week 
dropped out in favour of Mr 
Clarke, will be appearing on the 
media this weekend for the for- 
mer Chancellor, who has avoid- 
ed a high profile for the first round. 

The struggle for an advantage 


on the right of the party un- 
derlines the closeness of the 


derimes the closeness of the 

contest to be high in the first bal- «# 
lot next Tuesday. Mr Clarke is 
expected to come first, but the 
fight is on for second and third. 
The candidates who come 
fourth and fifth win be under 
pressure to drop out. 

The Howard camp is claiqv- 
mg that the former borne se»> 
rotary has survived the attack oa 
him by his former mfnretp^ 
Ann Widdecombe, and isgaife 
ing support, challenging 
W illiam Hague for second pfabe 
after Mr Clarke, with Mr UBey 
and Mr Redwood trailing. .\ t . 

John Redwood’s demand that 
the Shadow Cabinet should im- 
placably oppose a single cur- 
rency is seen as the price for ius 
support in the final rounds, and 4 
an attempt to force Mr Howard, 
if he wins, to adopt a tougher 
policy. Mr Redwood's policy 
would nuke it impossible for Mr 
Garke to serve in his Shadop 
Cabinet. But Mr Howard .j| 
preparing a compromise to en- 
able Mr Garke to siay on board 

“Michael is opposed to a sin- 
gle currency in principle but ia 
the long ran, that is a policy 
around which the Conservative 
Party can unite,” said one 
Howard supporter. *Tt leaves 
room for Ken who says he is op-; 
posed to a single currency be- 
ing fudged Micha eTs view is that 
it will always be fudged” - 


Part-time jobs 
deal heralds 
unions’ revival 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


The first sign that union lead- 
ers wiU have a critical inf uence 
on British legislation emerged 
yesterday when representatives 
of workers and employers 
agreed 6 milli on part-timers 
should have the same rights as 
full-time colleagues. 

While the deal was struck ou 
the Continent between the Eu- 
ropean TUC and the equivalent 
body for employers, it will even- 
tually become law in Britain. 

Because of the Government's 
impending signature to the So- 
cial Chapter of the Maastricht 
treaty, the agreement wifi reach 
the British statute book within 
two years and will be especial- 
ly welcome to female workers 
who make up the vast majority 
of part-timers. 

Staff who do not work full 
time have the same rights to 
claim unfair dismissal and re- 
dundancy following a House of 
Lords ruling two years ago but 
they do not have the same con- 
tractual rights, such as paid 
holidays, side leave and staff dis- 
counts. Yesterday's accord will 
right those perceived wrongs. 

The part-time workers’ deal 
will now go before the Euro- 
pean Social Affairs Council lat- 
er this year, which is expected 
to ratify the agreement so that 
it becomes law. 


Continental counterparts. The 
potential for increasing union 
power in the UK was the main 
reason why the previous govr 
eminent opposed the soda! 
section of the Maastricht treaty 
and secured an opt-out. 

"Adair Turner, director gen- 
eral of the Confederation of 


British Industry, accepted the 
inevitability of the new rela- 


Undcr the Social Chapter, 
British unions will be able to ex- 


ercise influence on such legis- 
lation along with their 


inevitability of the new rela- 
tionships be tween both sidesof 
commerce but said the pro- m 
posed law on pmt-time workers 
would have a “limited impact”. 

He said: “Our approach to 
the Social Chapter will be to 
look at each proposal which 
emerges on its merits”. He said 
where laws were proposed with 
which the CBI disagreed, they 
would be opposed. “The CBI% 
strongly committed to a fiex^ft 
labour market and to eqdtl 
opportunities. The agreement 
should not undermine existing 
flexibility, but reflect the high te- 
gard employers now place era 
their part-time employees.” Mr . 
Turner said most part-timers al- 
ready received equal employ- 
ment rights. 

Kamlesh Baht chairwoman 
of the Equal Opportunities 
Commission, said die was “de- 
lighted” with yesterday’s agree- 
ment. John Monks, general 
secretary of the TUC described 
the deal as “ground-breaking * - 
The agreement was formally 
signed last night in The Hagoc 
in the presence of Wim Kot 
Dutch Prime Minister, and 
Jacques Santer, President of Ihe 
European Commission. : - 
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A car crash, sporting 
accident or unfortunate fall 
can cause damage to your 
teeth and result in very 
expensive dental bills. 

BUPA Dental Protector is a 
scheme which provides low 
cost dental cover including 
worldwide emergency cover 
up to £1,000 and injuries up 
to £10.000. 

during a hospital stay and 
oral cancer rneafmenL 

To enter the competition, 
simply dial the number 
below, answer the following 
question on line and leave 
your details. 

Up to how much 
worldwide cover does the 
DentalProtector provide? 
Call: 

BUPA is offering five 
lucky Independent readers 

0930 567 790 | 

one year s complimentary ^ ^ ^ ^ 

penldProteaor coyer, which ^ a ^So» t <* a >ta * 
includes restorative care ^ tk S UPAD«ii*lPrMeer*f 

following dental and sports paving £24 bsmtf of £30 per jar. 
related injuries, wisdom teeth To Join, smfiy calf MM 230230, an* 
extraction, cash payments quote "The independent”. 
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Former Cabinet minister 1 
Jonathan Aitken admitted in i 
the High Court yesterday that i 
he was “guilty” of “shajp-edit- i 
ing” a letter to the Cabinet Sec- i 
retaiy about a stay at the Paris 
Ritz Hotel owned by Mohamed 
AJ Fayed. 

Mr Aitken said he had not in- 
tended to deceive Sir Robin 
l Butler, his intention was to 
■ throw “dust in the eyes” of the 
Guardian newspaper, which 
was pursuing stories Unking 
him to alleged corruption. 

‘ The former defence pro- 
curement minister and chief sec- 
retary to the Treasury is suing 
the Guardian and Granada 
Television, makers of World in 
Action , over allegations that 
he pimped for Arabs and took 
part in illegal arms dealing. 

• George Carmen QC. counsel 
for defence, asked Mr Aitken 
whether he had failed the test 
I of total candour and total hon- 
esty expected of a Cabinet min- 
ister in his dealings with the 
Cabinet Secretary, when it came 
to the letter about who settled 
the hotel bill. 

Mr Carmen said: “There you 
A were, a Cabinet minister, mis- 
* leadingty misquoting the letter 
from the Ritz which would mis- 
lead Sir Robin Butler.” Mr 
Aitken responded: “I had no in- 
tention of deceiving Sir Robin. 
My sharp editing of the letter, 
to which I plead guilty, was not 
intended to deceive him but to 
put the Guardian off the scent." 

Mr Carmen suggested that 
this “was a misrepresentation” 
of a letter sent tty the general 
manager of the Ritz Hotel in 
Paris. He invited Mr Aitken to 
differentiate between “sharp 
edi ting " antPdidianest editing”. 

Mr Aitken replied: “That s 
vour language. 1 would put it dif- 
ferently. Dishonesty isablataht 
lie. Sharp editing, intended to 
confuse a hostile adversary, 

v might not be praise-worthy, but 
$ it is not as reprehensible as you 

are trying to make it sound. 

In a blistering exchange at the 
beginning of the cross-exami- 
nation on the third day of fee 
trial, Mr Carmen asked Mr 
Aitken if he accepted that he 
was “totally unfit for public of- 


fice” if fee judge had to make 
the “melancholy decision” that 
he had “bed to the Cabinet Sec- 
retary, lied to the Prime Min- 
ister, lied to the House of 
Commons and lied to this court, 
over your stay at the Ritz". 

Mr Aitken responded: “You 
are dealing here with hypothe- 
sis on hypothesis, but if his lord- 
ship were to make those 
dramatic judgements then ob- 
viously h would be a shattering 
blow to me, yes." I 

Mr Carmen asked: “It would 
butcher you reputation?” Mr 
Aitken responded: “My reputa- 
tion has already been butchered." 
Mr Carmen continued: “It would 
butcher it yet again?” Mr Aitken 
agreed: “Yes it will.” 

Mr Aitken told Mr Justice 
Popplewell that he had met an 
old friend and business col- 
league, Said Ayas, for a social 
meeting at fee Ritz during a 
Paris visit. He refuted allega- 
tions that he had met a number 
of other Arab businessmen to 
discuss arms sales. 

Mr Aitken said when he had 
arrived at fee Ritz he had pro- 
duced his credit card but had been 
told “it won’t be necessary". He 
said: “Unfortunately, al the time 
I did not think this was of any great 
significance. 1 was not on guard 
becaure 1 was suffering from a de- 
gree of 1 Yes Minister’ - 1 was ad- 
dressed as Monsieur Ministers 
bwause grand hotels sometimes 
greet guests they think are grand 
in this very respectful way.” 

He told the court fee bill was 
later settled tty his wife, with 
money given by him. The 
Guardian had been asking him 
about the payment of fee bill 
and he had responded to fee 
newpaper’s “conspiracy theory" . 

Mr Aitken said he had 
bumped into Peter Preston, the 
then editor of fee Guardian, at 
a dinner in November 1993. The 
former minis ter continued feat 
he said to Mr Preston: “Well, 
Peter, 1 hope you have now es- 
tablished feat all these conspir- 
t acy stories you were floating 
across me a few weeks ago have 
* all turned out to be rubbish. 

“He replied in a rather chill- 
; ing sort of way ‘Oh no, I think 

r we will get you in fee end'. I 
. didn’t know what he meant by 
- that." The case continues. 
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Aboriginal 
artist puts 
on dream 
show 


An Aboriginal artist whose 
dreams form the basis of his 
paintings has brought his one- 
man show to London. 

Former cattle stockman 
turned painter Clifford Pos- 
sum Tjupahjarri, 65. Ls a mas- 
ter at combining in a single 
painting a number of dreaming 
trails and the stories - which go 
hack to the creation of Australia 
- are depicted in his work. 

The artist who was one of the 
founders of the Aboriginal art 
movement which came to the 
fore in the 1970s. takes viewers 
of his work through a landscape, 
mapping out the stories in his 
dreams, of which be Ls the cus- 
todian. on to canvas. 

So popular are his paintings 
that one of them is featured in 
the Queen’s personal collection. 
Mr Possum's latest show - his 
third in Britain - runs at the 
Rebecca Hnssaek Gallery in 
Windmill Street, centra] Lon- 
don. until 5 Julv. 
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Deadline for action approaches, but lobbying by powerful companies is stalling international agreement, reports Nicholas Schoon 

American 




efforts to 
end global 
warming 



Carbon emissions from 
burning fossil fuels 
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Fuel train: Oil barges off the Californian coast. The United States produces the most emissions from fossil fuels 


Time is running oul for the most 
important environmental ne- 
gotiations in history - the UN 
talks about what rich countries 
should do about about man- 
made climate change caused by 
our use of fossil fuels. 

The most important player is 
the United States, which pro- 
duces the most emissions per 
capita and in total. It has yet to 


declare its hand. But American 
industry, and particularly its 
giant oil and energy multina- 
tionals, are lobbying skillfully 
against the significant cuts need- 
ed to make a start on tackling 
the threat. 

The ’Washington-based Glob- 
al Climate Coalition only has a 
staff of four but represents tens 
of thousands of small and medi- 


um-sized US businesses, as well 
as oil and utility giants. “We're 
not large, we're just, 1 guess, 
pretty effective," a spokesman 
told The Independent. 

Two years ago the developed 
nations, including Russia and 
the former Warsaw pact nations, 
promised to come up with firm, 
legally binding commitments 
to cut their emissions of green- 


house gases from 2000 on- 
wards. They also promised to 
rearii an agreement cm precisely 
what this commitment should 
be at a conference of climate 
treaty nations in Kyoto, Japan 
in December. 

The different factions among 
the rich states are still poles 
apart, with three weeks of ne- 
gotiations booked before Kyoto. 


At one extreme is Australia, 
which refuses to contemplate 
any cuts in its output of carbon 
dioxide, the most important of 
the man-made global warming 
pollutants. Australia is highly 
dependent on using and ex- 
porting coal, the most polluting 
of the fossil fuels. It has major 
metal smelting industries which 
belch out the gas. 


At the other extreme is the 
European Union, which claims 
world leadership on the issue by 
making a firm commitment to 
cut its emissions by IQ per cent 
between 2000 and 2010. Europe 
says it is willing to deliver a 15 
per cent cut, provided the 
other industrialised countries 
agree, though as yet it has no 
strategy to achieve this. 
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Gold Award 

Winner 

Top magazine 
PC Plus awards the 
Packard Bell 9019XE 
(shown here) 10 out of 10 
for excellence, software and value. 




...it’s easy to see why we’re 
Britain’s Best Selling Home PC. 
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The other negotiators find 
Europe's virtuous position dis- 
turbing. Some of the less 
wealthy, still industrialising, 
EU states are allowed large in- 
creases in emissions over this 
period - 40 per cent in the case 
of Portugal The idea is that this 
mil be offset by big cuts among 
wealthier member states, so 
the Union as a whole will hit the 
10 per cent target. 

Under the last government, 
Britain agreed to sign up to a 
10 per cent cut in emissions. The 
new government has come into 
office with a manifesto com- 
mitment to make a 20 percent 
cut, but admits it has yet to de- 
vise policies needed to do so. 

The environment minister, 
Michael Meacher, indicated 
this week that unless the rest of 
Europe was willing to work to- 
wards tougher targets, this 20 
percent corami tment would not 
be forthcoming, because meet- 
ing it would involve “real pain 
for business and consumers". 

Japan, another key player, 
has not yet pledged any cuts, nor 
has the US. The White House 
says it is difficult to make com- 
mitments, with powerfulener- 
gy industry lobbyists and a 
conservative Congress that sees 
emission limits as a foreign 
threat to the gas-guzzling 
American economy. 

The US is, however, insisting 
rich countries should be al- 
lowed to make some of their 
contribution by helping devel- 
oping nations control their fast- 
rising emissions. 

This would mean demon- 
strating that, instead of malting 
a art at home it had enabled 
China, for example, to slow the 
rate at which its emissions are 
rising by an equivalent amount 
The EU has real doubts about 
the value of this approach. 

Demanding much deeper 
cuts than any industrialised na- 
tion will contemplate is an al- 
liance of small island states 
which are frightened that much 
of their habitable land will dis- 
appear as sea levels rise. 

Meanwhile, Opec nations, 
such as Saudi Arabia, are sug- 
gesting that if the world cuts its 
oil use, they must be compen- 
sated for a loss in exports. 

The main idea behind the Ky- 
oto deal is that the rich nations 
would lead the way in attacking 
the threat of devastating shifts 



■{ 


in climate, because they have 

to*date and still do. then 
can the developing countries, 
whose share of emissions is ris- 
ing, be expected to follow. 

Hie multinational oil com- 
panies, mostly US-based, no 
longer speak with one voice. 
The European ones, BP and, to 
a lesser extent. Shelly say it is 
time for countries to take the 
threat seriously, though they do 
not suggest selling less ofl. 

Dr Bob Whtson, the World 
Bank's chief scientist and a 


mar school, was until recently 
science adviser to the White 
House. He guesses that Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton will offer a 
5 per cent cut between 2000 and 
2010. 

The leaders of the rich coun- 
tries, including Britain, will dis- 
cuss the issue at the G7 summit 
in Denver in a fortnight. It w£Q 
dominate the five-year follow- 
up to the Rio earth summit in 


Global emissions 
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New York held afterwards. 

Chris Rose, deputy chief 
executive of Greenpeaoe UK, 
said: “It’s 50-50 whether Kyoto 
ends disastrously or fairly well.” 
He said it was extremely im- 
portant to set a target for cuts 
m 2005, because that would be 
within today’s politicians’ terms 
of office. 

If the chance is missed to 
make a start on cutting emis- 
sions in Japan this year, then the 
cumbersome pace, of dimate 
diplomacy dictates that it will lx 
years before fresh attempts 
could be made. ' : 

John SchJaes, executive dir 
rector and founder of the Glob- 
al Climate Coalition, said: 
“These things catft be 
mined on the basis of emol 
... countries are going to ha* 
to decide, ultimately, what is ia 
their own best interests." 
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Timely reminiscences: The Duchess of Northumberland and Alex Smith, 81, who worked as a gardener at Alnwick Castle in the 1930s. Right: An artist’s impression of the 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 


A classical 19th-century walled gar- 
den which fell into dereliction after 
the First World War is to be trans- 
formed into an avant-garde water 
garden by an international team of 
designers including the “rebel” 
Japanese architect Tadao Ando. 

The 12-acre garden at Alnwick 
Castle in Northumberland will be- 


come a place where mists and sprays 
create rainbows over the lawns in 
summer and appear luminous to vis- 
itors by moonlight. 

The Duchess of Northumberland, 
Jane Percy, yesterday cut the first turf 
to launch her £Sm to f 10m project, 
though that time-honoured act may 
be all that is conventional about it. 

Thdap Ando, who has just won the 
Royal Cold Medal for architecture 
though he trained as carpenter, is to 


design the pavilion and the water fea- 
tures. 

He will work alongside garden de- 
signers Jacques and Peter Wirtz 
from Belgium and plants specialists 
from France and Germany. 

Together they will transform the 
sloping garden which enjoyed an in- 
ternational reputation 200 years 
ago. Cheated by the first duke m the 
18th century and redesigned to com- 
plement the Italian interior of the 


castle in the 19th century, the gar- 
den was popular for family outings 
but fell into decline after the First 
World War. 

The Prince ofWkles is the project's 
patron and in a statement issued by 
the Northumberland estate he 
praised the plans, which will strong- 
ly feature moving water, including 
cascades, waterfalls, fountains, pools 
and canals 

“In seeking to recapture the lost 


world of this great garden, and shar- 
ing it with others, the present 
Duchess is taking up once more the 
innovative ideas so brilliantly demon- 
strated in previous generations,” 
said the Prince. 

The garden will be open to the 
public all year while the pavilion, 
which will be capable of holding 300 
people, will be the main source of 
revenue, supporting a team of up to 
15 gardeners. 


The duchess's vision is to create 
“one of the most exciting gardens in 
Europe this century”. 

While reflecting the former gar- 
den's classical layout it will, she 
said, be “a contemporary garden for 
the 21st century, using the talent, 
expertise and technology of our 

time". 

“I am trying to make the water 
dance, foam and 'mist' in a way which 
will catch foe tight, creating a rain- 


bow effect. We will put in lighting 
from the beginning so the water 
works can be illuminated.” 

Once sponsorship is securcd-£2m 
is need to begin the work - the aim 
will be to make the garden “a na- 
tional resource that can be drawn on 
by everyone from local schoolchild- 
ren ... to gardening enthusiasts 
worldwide”. If all goes well (he gar- 
den will be flowing by the turn of die 
millennium. 



Staff shun 


schools on 
failure list 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 
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Schools branded failures by (he 
Government yesterday claimed 
the bad publicity bad blighted 
their efforts to recruit new staff, 
leaving them struggling to re- 
verse a spiral of decline. 

Candidates applying for 
vacancies at some schools on a 
list of 18 deemed by ministers 
to be improving too slowly im- 
mediately withdrew their ap- 
plications or failed to turn up 
to interviews, a survey by The 
Independent revealed. 

In one central London pri- 
mary, headteachers from neigh- 
bouring successful schools tried 
to poach nursery teachers, 
enticing them to leave with re- 
minders that they faced losing 
their jobs if the school dosed. 

The named schools also ac- 
knowledged that, in order to at- 
tract new staff, they will be 
forced to offer higher salaries 
and other inducements to per- 
suade candidates to apply. 

Although David Blunkett, 
the Secretary of State for Edu- 
cation, has emphasised that 
schools on the failing list will be 
offered extra help to aid their 
recovery, the threat of closure 
still hangs over them if they do 
not make significant improve- 
ment by the end of September. 

Naming the 18 schools was an 
early, controversial move by 
the new Labour government, 
and drew opposition from 
leaching unions. 

The school standards minis- 
ter Stephen Byers, unveiling the 
list on 20 May, said all those 
identified would be given sup- 
port by so-called Special Mea- 
sures Action Recovery Teams, 
or SMART teams. The teams, 
made up of experienced heads 


and- other experts, would act as 
“help squads" rather than hit 
squads, he said. 

However, the 18 schools, 
which are still waiting to hear 
details of how the help squads 
will work, say the teams will not 
ease their staffing problems. 

At South Benwell Primary 
School in Newcastle^upon-Tyne, 
nine candidates were shortlist- 
ed for two jobs on the day the 
failing list was published. Four 
have now pulled out and the 
headteacher, Alan Johnston, 
expects more to follow. He 
said: “One of those withdraw- 
ing was very straight and said 
she didn't want to be rude but 
it was a bit too much of a gam- 
ble going to a school which the 
government might close in six 
months. The frustration is, I can 
well understand that point of 
view, but how am I now meant 
to get the good staff this school 
needs if it is to improve?" 

Upbuiy Manor Grant Main- 
tained School in Gillingham, 
Kent, was due to interview for 
two posts, a departmental 


teacher, later in the week of the 
failing schools announcement. 
Not one candidate turned up. 
Only one applicant cad. of five 


due for interview for a history 
post arrived at Kelsey Park 
school. Bromley, the day after 
the school was named. 

Tim Joiner, a local council- 
lor drafted on to the governing 
body of St Mary of the Angels 
primary school in Westminster 
last December, said that after 
appearing on the list the sdjool 
now expected to have to pay 
more to attract new staff. 

Mr Byers last night said that 
most of the schools named had 
regarded the exercise as veiy 
positive. 
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View of the planet: The atmosphere of Jupiter, shown in ‘false colour’ (above) and as it would appear to the human eye (below). Scientists are surprised to discover it contains both wet and dry regions 
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Jmd THE CORSA BREEZE 


Plenty of heat, lots of water but 
almost no likelihood of life 


Charies Arthur 

Science Editor 


Ii may look like a Turner paint* 
mg but this is an image of the 
atmosphere of Jupiter, and it 
has desens and tropics like the 
Earth, scientists say. 

However, there is almost no 
chance life could east on the gas 
gianL according to experts at the 
US space agency Nasa. Al- 
though data beamed back by a 
“suicide probe" in December 
1995 showed there is water - es- 
sential to life - in the atmos- 
phere. there is no solid surface 
on the planet where organic 
compounds could gather. 

The, pictures were beamed 
back by a probe which was sent 
into the huge planet's atmos- 
phere in December 1995 from 
the Galileo spacecraft Though 
the titanic pressures of the 
planet crushed the probe with- 
in minutes, it managed to send 
back data which has now been 
analysed by the Nasa team. 

Scientists were surprised to 
find “wef’ and “dry" regions in 
the atmosphere. They had ex- 
pected lots of water; instead, 
they found dry, wet, “super-diy” 
and “super-wet’' regions. 

“Jupiter is weL" said .Andrew 
Ingersoll, a planetary science 
professor at the California In- 
stitute of Technology. But he 


added that the lack of a solid 
surface made it “highly unlike- 
ly” life could exist there. 

One planetary scientist said 
the mixture of elements found 
in Jupiter's atmosphere suggests 
it was seeded by comets: “We 
think the same bombardment 
... also brought the same im- 
portant elements to Earth.” 

The probe entered a clearing 
in the clouds of the planet. 
Through that dry spot deeper 
and warmer layers are visible. 
TTie picture shows a “false 
colour” image of those clouds, 
using infrared wavelengths to in- 
dicate variations in cloud height 
and thickness. The dark blue 
spot in the middle is a hole in 
the deep cloud, while the light 
blue region to the left is covered 
by a very high haze . The mul- 
ticoloured region on the right 
consists of overlapping cloud 
layers of different heights. 

In aJL the area of the picture 
covers about 143 million square 
miles, the merest speck on a 
planet whose volume is 1,300 
times greater than the Earth's. 

The Galileo spacecraft is now 
more than half-way through a 
two-year orbital tour of Jupiter 
and its major moons: lo, Eu- 
ropa. Cailisto and Ganymede. 
There are high hopes that life 
could exist below the icy surface 
of Europa. 
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Bias that stops 
women academics 
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Distinguished academic: Lisa Jardine, professor of English at the University of London Photograph: Kippa Matthews 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

Women are still struggling to 
reach the top academic jobs, 
particularly in the oldest uni- 
versities. says a survey pub- 
lished yesterday. Only 8 per cent 
of professors are female, though 
about half the places on uni- 
versity degree courses are filled 
by women. 

Women face the toughest 
fight for equality in traditional 
universities such as Oxford and 
Cambridge. Oxford has IS 
women professors out of a to- 
tal of 232 and only 53 per cent 
of Cambridge professors are 
women. Hie figures for 1995-96 
are revealed in a survey com- 
piled for the Times Higher Ed- 
ucation Supplement. 

Two new universities. South 
Bank in London and Oxford 
Brookes, come top of the 
league table. One-third of their 
professors are women. Howev- 
er, the new University of Ply- 
mouth is bottom: only 1 of its 
44 professors is a woman. 

Professor Susan Greenfield, 
46 .professor of pharmacology 
at Oxford University, known for 
her research into Alzheimer’s 
and Parkinson’s diseases, was 
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given an honorary professorship 
last year after more than 20 years 
at the university. That means she 
has the title but no extra mon- 
ey: her basic university salary is 
£30,000. 

She said: “One of the prob- 
lems is prejudice of a sinister 
type. I have never been aware 
that 1 have been denied a job 
because of my gender, but I 
have made remarks on univer- 
sity committees and been 
ignored as though 1 were invis- 
ible. Women are not seen as be- 
ing as competent as men. We 
are going to have to think about 
how women deal minute-by- 
minute, day-by-day with snide 
remarks and put-downs. 

“ I was talkin g to three male 
colleagues the other day and 
frowning because I was trying 
to understand what was being 
said. One of them said ‘there is 
no point frowning at me like 
that, Susan’. Would he lave said 
that to a man? In one sense, it 
seems trivial, but if you have that 
every day. it erodes confidence.” 

There was a particular prob- 
lem for women scientists, she 
suggested, because, unlike col- 
leagues in arts subjects, they 
could not work at home when 
they had small children and, if 
they took time off, they rapid- 
ly lost touch with new advances 
in their field. There is no way 
you can compete for a grant if 
you have been away from the 
job for two yeans. It is no coin- 
cidence that I don’t have chil- 
dren,” she said, adding that 
prejudice was not confined to 
men. Womea often had a low 
opinion of other women. 

An Oxford University spokes- 
woman said ft now bad 3iO women 
professors after the appointment 
of 15 bonourary women profes- 
sors last year. Among its top fe- 
male academics are Kay Davies, 
professor of genetics: Dr Jessi- 
ca Rawson, warden of Merton 
College and an expert on ancient 
China; and Carole Jordan, pro- 
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At London University, fe- 
male professors include Lisa 
Jardine, professor of English, 
and Heather Liddell, professor 
of computer science, both at 
Queen Maiy and Westfield Col- 
lege. The survey shows that 
female professors are most like- 
ly to be found in medicine, 
education and librarianship and 
least likely in engineering tech- 
nology and agriculture. 
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Andalucia’s olive army spoils for a fight * 



An EU plan 
to tackle 
fraud could 
kill a way of 
life in Spain 


Elizabeth Nash 

Bujalance, Andaluda 


The sun is high and hoi, die 
earth, after recent downpours, 
soft underfoot and aromatic. 
The rolling countryside aro und 
the Andaludan village of Bu- 
jalance, east of Cordoba, glows, 
and grey-green olive groves 
stretch for hundreds of mQes be- 
yond the horizon. This is the 
biggest olive-oil producing re- 
gion in the world, and there is 
revolt in the air. 

Francisco Haro Priego, head 
of one of Bujalance’s 50 olive- 
pressing co-operatives, cramps 
between the neatly trimmed 
trees. “We constantly trim the 
trees and keep the earth dear 



Tarnished landscape: 
Workers and fanners from 
Andalucfa, the biggest 
olive-oil producing region 
in the world, are taking 
their fight against a . 
proposed change In 
subsidy to the Amsterdam 
summit on 16 June 


Photograph: Robert Handing : 


of weeds and grass to increase 
adthevie 


the quality and the yield,*’ he ex- 
plains. 

ThK task, with the harvest that 
lasts about nine weeks, provides 


the only employment for some 
300,000 Spanish day-labourers 
or jomaleros. Francisco says 
Brussels’ plans to reform the 
subsidy system will eliminate 


these jobs. The EU Agriculture 
Commissioner, Franz Fischler, 
wants to subsidise each tree, in- 
stead of the oil produced, to help 
e limina te fraud. 


“Obviously,” says Francisco, 
‘'there’ll be no incentive to tend 
the trees, so they'll be aban- 
doned and cmr jomaleros win be 
idle. How win they live? There’s 


nothing else here. If Fischler is 
worried about fraud, he should 
strengthen controls, not destroy 
jobs. We are very worried." 

Worry and anger brought 
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Solutions for a small planet 


more than 50,000 olive-oil 
workers and growers to Madrid 
last week to protest outside the 
European Commission’s office. 
The demonstration, joined 
briefly by the Minister of Agri- 
culture, Loyola de Pal ado, 
crowned a week-long march 
on the capital from Cordoba. 

Jose Alonso Cervilla, who 
represents the olive sector on 
the fanners’ organisation Coag, 
was among the marchers and 
win join dozens of growers tak- 
ing a battlebus on Monday to 
Strasbourg, Paris, Bonn, Brus- 
sels and Amsterdam, where 
they will protest at die EU 
summit on 16 June. 

“Fischler isn’t even saving 
money with this proposal," Mr 
Cervilla complains, as he and 
Francisco size up the budlike 
young olives. “It costs the same, 
2bn ecu, whether you subsidise 
the output or the tree. Most 
fraud is perpetrated by small 
producers, but our producers 
are mainly medium and large. 
Now Italy, they’re mostly small 
producers." 

Italy is the focus of resent- 
ment. Mr Fischler over- 
estimates the number of Italian 
trees, while underestimating 
the Spanish, so Italians win out 
at Spanish expense, Mr Cervil- 
la says. “Olives are the only 
thing Spain has got left. EU 
farm policy has cut production 


of our milk, meat and cereals, 
which we now have to import. 
They can’t ask us to cutback on 
the only thing we still have 
enough of.” 

Mr Fischler, visiting the re- 
gion in April, ruined ms grove 
cred by plucking an olive from 
a tree and eating it like a cher- 
ry, prompting incredulous con- 
tempt among those steeped in 
the lore of ttMisfomring this bit- 
ter and indigestible fruit into a 
palatable delicacy. 

Back at the dlmazara or 
pressing mill, where 500 local 
growers bring their crop be- 
tween December and February, 
Francisco proudly shows me 
four gleaming stainless steel 
centrifuges and a vast new stor- 
age vat bought last year with 
450m pesetas (£ 1.25m) of bor- 
rowed money. “We’ll have trou- 
ble paying it off if Mr Fsdiler 
has his way," he warns. . 

He takes me into the office 
and turns the pages of the. ao- 
co nuts book that logs the olivps 
comipg in, the oil going out. “VWs 
have to send copies to the min- 
istry every month, and two or 
three times a year an inspector 
descends and checks everything. 
Wb mi gh t make a some- 

times, but there’s certainly no 
fraud," he says, affronted. ; 

Balmy Andaluda, often por- 
trayed as Spain's flcweiy par- 
adise, has historically been a 
semi-feudal nest of peasant re- 
volt. In the 1970s, the conserv- 
ative prime minister, Adolfo 
Suarez, was constantly afraid of 
soda! upheaval by legions of 
Andaludan jomaleros forced 
to choose between emigration 
or destitution. Then, as now, the 
problem was lack of work be- 
tween harvests. 

Dole, and government make- 
work schemes, have lessened 
the danger. But Francisco fears 
the consequences unless Mr 
Fischler thinks again. “It’ll be 
war," he predicts. 



rising 
star arrested 
in dawn raid 


Andrew Gumbel 

Rome 


The most wanted man in the 
Sicilian Mafia, the young Paler- 
mo boss Pietro Aglieri, was 
tracked down and arrested yes- 
terday morning in a textbook 
police operation that breathed 
new life into Italy's increasing- 
ly despondent struggle against 
organised crime. 

The 38-year-old Aglieri, 
known as “O' Signuritm~ (the lit- 
tle lord) for his relatively so- 
phisticated education and 
refined manners, was taken by 
surprise while hiding out in a 
disused lemon warehouse in the 
dilapidated industrial area of 
Baghcria. east of Palermo. 

A dozen police in full assault 
gear, who had heen staking 
out the premises all night, 
hurled two volleys of stun gas 
before bursting into the build- 
ing and slapping Aglieri in 
handcuffs along with two of his 
closest associates, Nat ale Gatn- 
btno and Giuseppe La Matlina. 

Aglieri. wanted for a string of 
prominent killings including 
those of the anti-Mafia magis- 
trates Giovanni Falcone and 
Paolo Bursdlino. was believed 
lo have been rebuilding the mil- 
itary wing of Cosa Nostro, which 


has been devastated by a series 
of high-profile arrests over the 
past four years. 

Aglieri is considered one Of 
the sharpest brains in the Mafia 
and a man singularly talented 
at covering up his tracks. Al- 
though active since the early 
1980s. his name was not even 
brought to prosecutors’ atten- 
tion until 1989. It took the au- 
thorities almost a year to locate 
him following the arrest of his 
right-band man. Carlo Greco. 

As late as Thursday night, the 
authorities were not sure of his 
identity and had to call on the 
captured Mafia (tiller Giovanni 
Brusca, a former senior col- 
league of Aglieri’s. to confirm it 

As reported in 77ie Indepen- 
dent a month ago, prosecutois 
in Paleraio have been growing 
increasingly gloomy about their 
job because of restrictive new 
legislation on the justice system 
and an attempt to cut back the 
country's witness protection 
programme. Palermo’s chief 
prosecutor, Giancario CaseOi 
said yesterday: “We feel proud 
because some ill-informed peo- 
ple had claimed that the advent 
of Mafia informers had dimin- 
ished our investigative abili- 
ties." he said. “Now they will 
have to think again." 
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international 


After 73 
years, 
Russians 
may grant 
this man his 
dying wish 



PM Reeves 

Moscow 


Penultimate resting place?: Visitors to Lenin's tomb have stowed to a trickle. Now Yeltsin wants a referendum on what to do with the body Photograph: Peter Andrews/Reutere 


Boris Yeltsin warns Russia to hold 

thffi , r C rh CfeCe, L dum 10 decidc 

whether the embalmed body of 
i-ernn should continue to Ue in a 
mausoleum in Red Square, or 
whether the founder of the atheist 
Soviet stale should have a Christian 
ounal. 


In remarks deliberately chosen to 
antagonise his Communist foes, 
the president made it clear where he 
stands on the issue by arguing 
lhal it is high time that the 
mummified remains of the Bolshe- 
vik revolutionary, who died 73 
years ago, are removed from public 
view. 

“Lenin must be buried," he told 
an audience in St Petersburg, home 


of the 1917 Bolshevik revolution. 
“Let's make it look Christian. The 
dead must be buried in the earth. 
His mother is buried here in St 
Petersburg. Lenin asked to be 
buried here in his will, but his wish 
was ignored ... it must be done in 
a gradual, civilised way without 
either bulldozers or excavators." 

In Soviet times, millions used to 
visit Lenin's mausoleum in Moscow 


eveiy year to peer admiringly 
through bullet-proofed glass at his 
wax-like body, which was kept at a 
carefully monitored temperature 
and annually re-embalmed. But his 
fortunes have since waned. In 1993. 
he lost his guard of honour; recently, 
visitors to his tomb have slowed to 
a trickle. 

Mr Yeltsin, who called for a pub- 
lic ballot in the autumn, has taken 


up the touchy question of Lenin's 
fate several times before. 

He does so knowing it will pro- 
duce cries of horror from Russia’s 
Duma (lower house parliament) 
whose large Communist contin- 
gent still revere the revolutionary 
leader. 

Wien the issue surfaced earlier 
this year, there were furious protests 
in parliament which passed a 


resolution condemning anv 
attempt to move the body" from 
red granite tomb as “an act of van- 
dalism". 

in particular, the president s lat- 
est remarks are intended to stoke the 
fires of his rolling conflict with the 
legislature, which he is trying to pres- 
sure into signing a new tax code. 

Amid veiled threats that he might dK- 
solve the Duma altogether, Mr 


Yeltsin has given it three weeks to 
pass the code. 

While the Kremlin and parliament 
wrangle, ordinary Russians appear 
divided over what to do with 
vladimir llych Lenin, who died at the 
ap of 54 after earlier suffering 
three strokes. A recent poll found 
that 3N percent felt his body should 
be left alone, while 48 per cent want- 
cd him to he buried in a cemetery. 


significant shorts 


President's men set to 
sweep Algeria election 

Close allies of President I iamine Zeroual swept to victory 
yesterday in Algeria's new parliament after the first gener- 
ic election in more than five years of bloodshed, blamed 
by officials on Muslim fundamentalists. 

resuh ' ensurin S the President’s paramount powers 
should be lately unchallenged in parliament, brought 
cries of foul from parties trailing the dominant National 
Democratic Rally (RND). 

Interior Minister Mustapha Benmansour said the 
RND, formed only two months ago, took 155 seats in the 
380-seal assembly. It eclipsed the Islam-oriented Move- 
ment of a Peaceful Society (MPS) which won 69 seats and 
third-placed National Liberation Front (FLN), with 64 
seats, which as the former sole ruling party had ran the 
state for nearly three decades. lUraout was 65.49 per cent. 

Reuters - Algiers 

Scientologists put on the spot 

Federal and state law officials agreed to place the Church 
of Scientology under nationwide surveillance by counter- 
intelligence agents because of the church's alleged anti- 
democratic aims. The decision marks the first for mal 
nationwide action against Scientology, though individual 
states, political parties and cabinet ministers have 
frequently spoken out against the group. AP - Bonn 

Kurdish missiles alarm Turkey 

A Turkish military spokesman said Kurdish rebels had 
used sophisticated anti-aircraft missiles to shoot down two 
army helicopters on a mission in northern Iraq. 

General Erol Ozkasnak said the Kurdistan Workers 
Party (PKK) rebels had for the first time gained access to 
such weaponry from countries which Tbrkey accuses of 
supporting the rebels. He said the PKK used SA-7 missiles 
to bring down a troop carrier with 11 officers and 
soldiers on board earlier this week Reuters - Ankara 

Plea for Nato to stay in Bosnia 

Internationa] envoy Carl Bfldt warned that Bosnia’s frag- 
ile peace could collapse if Nato peace-keeping troops 
withdraw in a year, when their mandate expires. “If we ^ 
were to walk away from the entire thing tomorrow, I think 
it is likely to fall apart" said Mr Bfldt who is due to step 
down this month as High Representative to Bosnia. 

Reuters - Sarajevo 

University shamed over ban 

A Hong Kong university overturned an earlier ban and agreed 
to allow its students to display on campus a sculpture sym- 
bolising oppression, a student leader sud. TheUmversity of 
Hong Kong made the decision on the “Pillar of Shame mon- 
ument after a meeting with students. 

Reuters - Hong Kong 


— — 




I 



home insurance m 
June or July ? 



you are 50 
over, you 
lid save 
th Saga, 

II us NOW 



\r 



difference- 


SAGA 

Services UCl 


Insurance cover ts 
comprehensive and 
low cost 

FREE 34 hour domestic 
emergency and legal 
bdpfiae 

FREE pen with your 
quotation 


s**»s** rtr,L a#n»™ 


m " , ,.,.i ii-. iilniut OUT i' 1 

A " d ul • ’ (VroK insi 


Call us today 

For your free no 
obligation quote simply 
call trs on the number 

below. We will be pleased 

to answer any . . 

questions you have on 
Saga Home Insurance. 

0800 

414 525 

Quoting reference 

ID6701 - 

, frv pm*** “» mi m 


t our coinin ' 


VOLVO 


IF MONEY TALKS, 
THE VOLVO S40 SPEAKS 
PERFECT SENSE. 


ELa*": -X- L'A; v^' 

»T‘. -5; . . 



THE VOLVO S40 1-8 FROM ONLY 1175 A MONTH. 


The stunning S40 is a car for people with more sense 
than money. 

Thanks to Volvo’s Advantage scheme and the S40’s 
ability to hold its value, yon can now drive the 1*8 litre 
for only £175 per month. 

And, at the end of a 2 or 3 year period, yon can opt 
to buy the car with a final payment, choose another Volvo, 
or simply return it withont incurring any further cost 

Yon also get more torque for your money with the 
choice of smoothly refined 16 valve aluminium petrol 
engines or. an economic turbo-diesel engine. 

And of course, it comes with all the classic standard 
safely features you’d expect of a Volvo - Side Impact 
Protection System (SIPS), driver’s airbag, SIPS airbags 
and ABS. (So your senses won’t be numbed, either.) 


VOLVO ADVANTAGE 

S 40 1 * 8 -£ 15,375 

ON THE BOAD 


APR 


B-1% 

VARIABLE 


ON THE BOAD PRICE 515,375.00 

DEPOSIT (S7S) S5.700.00 

BALANCE $9,675.00 

24 MONTHLY PAYMENTS 0F*+ $174.66* 

OPTIONAL FINAL PURCHASE 
PAYMENT/GMEV*** $7,657.00 

CHARGE FOR CREDIT 52,238.84 

TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE SI 7,613.84 


* Special &175 pa AdvuiUgt otfrx qwttrti ab<m b hr a S4G LA p&tfcra cu enteral and bctnwB 

1/1/97 writ \nnri. Baard OH 12JU0Q ailes pa. Ewm ■fcage wlD be efaspd a» atom w ike agtremai. 

A* acceptance to ofSM Ji added to ike lint pajwaL 

••• Tht Optimal Rut Porekue Payneptis Asa equl to the GUSEV (Guaranteed Miriam Bid Value). 


On top of this, there’s a free £700 styling pack* consisting 
of alloy wheels, front fog lights 1 and a leather steering 
wheel. 

With the 1*6 litre model starting from only §14,925 on 
the road, it now makes perfect sense to choose a Volvo S40. 

VOLVO. A CAR YOU CAN BELIEVE IN. 


■ STVLIMG POCK OUT* MOT WAJLAQLt OR THE 1.6. 1 RH LIGHTS NOT AVAILABLE OM THE TUM&ptt5tt. FULL WWTTTN OEIAOS DM REOoCST FINANCE SlBIttT TO 5TBTUS. CREDIT AWUWWi TWBOWJH WHJTO CAB FINANCE UUIIED GlOBf PARA. llAULOW BUCKS. &L? 1YO S^LiNG 
PACK 0 15 SUBJECT TO AWlABiy TT AND OtflY ATOtS TOCAR5 MDDttB AW REMTEfltt BTOK 31 CAB FEATURED WMD S« 1 BOOTH UTIAUIC FA1MT AND FREE STYLING PACK QifiSS W THE ROAD IINCTUETK. I'CUVEOT ««■ 12 LKMIHL ROAD FUND LICENCE! THE 
Wfl RANGE FBQU CWMS Tfl t» THE ROAD ItHCLimHG W« 12 WOW RflAD FUTO LKUCE1. Mi WEE, AHOWICCUCI OtfORJAATKiH EJHRICT AT THIS OF G02AG ID PRESS. FOB FURTHER IWOftBAUON CAU (Sun II Ail AO OK WRITE TP FBEEPCKT WlvO OP 

tmp-LMnt whocAK who.ro (A. 
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S We say there is 
* a role for 
Government. But 
the role of 
government has 
changed. It is 
there to promote 
the skills, to let 
them flourish ... It 
is not the role 
envisaged by • 
the old left. / 


Tony Blair yesterday 


zmesaaszs'm 


French want 
new look at 
deal on euro 


Sarah Helm 

Malmo 


The new French government 
wiU this weekend light a fuse un- 
der the single currency by call- 
ing for a radical re think of the 
agreed rule-book for the euro. 

So far-reaching are the de- 
mands that the issue of mone- 
tary union is now expected to 
overshadow the European sum- 
mit in Amsterdam in 10 days' 
time. 

Some European leaders were 
even predicting last night 
that the summit, when 
Europe hopes to sign a new 


aomic policy for Europe and act 
as a counterweight to the future 
European central bank. The 
ideas are expected to be raised 
at a dinner to be attended by 
European finance ministers in 
Luxembourg tomorrow. 


Speaking in Malmo, Mr 
ispin refused to comment 



Theo Waigel: Chief architect 
of Emu stability pact 


treaty, may have to be delayed. 
Lionel Jospin, the new Social- 
ist French Prime Minister, let it 
be known at this week's Euro- 
pean Socialist congress in the 
Swedish city of Mahno that he 

will seek to re-open the “stability 
pact”, the detailed plan for 
governing the euro zone. 

The pact, designed to Ger- 
man lines, was agreed after in- 
tensive negotiations at the 
Dublin s ummi t in December 
and was due to receive final en- 
dorsement from all 15 heads of 
government at Amsterdam. 

Mr Jospin now wants to rene- 
gotiate the pact in order to give 
greater emphasis to jobs and 
growth. France is also canvass- 
ing plans for a change to the 
Maastricht rules to create a 
powerful economic “govern- 
ment" which could set eco- 


Jospin refused to comment 
directly on his ideas for the 
stability pact but stressed re- 
peatedly the need for Euro- 
pean monetary union to 
concentrate on creating jobs 
and promoting investment 

He also pointedly refused to 
endorse current Emu rules or its 
timetable. “On Emu we do not 
know wbat is going to happen. 
We must clarify the prospects 
there.” 

Any attempt by France to re- 
write the stability pact would be 
fiercely resisted by Germany, 
and a clash looks likely at a 
Franco-German summit next 
week, just three days before the 
Amsterdam meeting. 

Germany has presented the 
stability pact to its public as a 
bulwark against a weak euro. 
Under the pact, countries who 
do not obey strict economic rules 
after the euro launch would be 
subject to a system of fines. 

In particular, Germany 
would resist attempts to build 
an economic government which 
could undermine the indepen- 
dence of the Central Bank. 

Theo Waigel, the German fi- 
nance minister and chief ar- 
chitect of the pact, has already 
suffered a dent in credibility af- 
ter his botched attempts to 
revalue German gold reserves 
in order to help the country 
meet the Maastrict criteria. 

Mr Jospin is understood to be 
planning to call for the re-writ - 1 
ing of the key article 103 in the 
Maastrict treaty in order to es- 
tablish an economic government 
consisting of Europe's ministers 
for financial and social affairs. 

French government sources 
say Mr Jospin is also consider- 
ing a new borrowing pro- 
gramme to promote European 
reconstruction. 


Kohl lectured 
on reforms 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


Prime Minister Tony Blair yes- 
terday sought to convert Helmut 
Kohl to the cause of reformism 
in Europe. 

In his first official meeting 
with the German Chancellor, 
Mr Blair subjected his host to 
a lecture on monetary union 
and the need to galvanise the 
continent’s faltering economies. 
On the day that German un- 
employment figures registered 
a leap of 50.000. the Prime Min- 
ister canvassed his host’s sup- 
port for a radical overhaul of 
Europe’s jobs market 

“Above all. I want a new ap- 
proach to Europe," Mr Blair 
wrote in an article published 
yesterday on the front page of 
Bild Zeinmg, Germany's leading 
tabloid. 

At his meeting with the Ger- 
man Chancellor. Mr Blair asked 
for his help to get the British 
blue-print for a flexible Euro- 
pean workforce mio the revised 
Maastricht treaty. Chancellor 
KohL in charge of a right-of- 
centre-government, was said 
to prefer the Blairiie version to 


the programme co-spoasored by 
the French Socialists and the 
German Social Democrats. 

At a joint appearance before 
their meeting in Bonn, Mr Blair 
said be was “working very hard" 
to ensure that the Inter-gov- 
ernmental Conference will wind 
up successfully at the Amster- 
dam summit later this month. 
He vowed to strive for “warm 
and strong relations between 
Britain and Germany". 

There were, however, many 
areas of disagreement Britain 
was concerned over the fate of 


Eutofighter, a multi-purpose 
aircraft to be built by four EU 


airman to be bunt by lour tu 
states. 

Mr Blair also tried to enlist Mr 
Kohl’s help in the football wars. 
The Eng lish Football Associa- 
tion’s campaign for the right to 
stage the World Cup in 2006 was 
recently described by the foot- 
baller “Kaiser" Franz Becken- 
bauer as a “stab in the back". In 
this heated climate, it is hard to 
sec how Mr Kohl could help. 
Any German leader caught 
backing the English against Ger- 
man footballers would lay him- 
self open to a charge of being 
remote from his people. 
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N Market forces 
have to be 
exploited and 
put to the service 
of the people. 
Market forces 
have to be 
controlled so the 
energy generated 

strengthens 

our public a 
services. / 

Lionel Jospin yesterday 


Female delegates in the audi- 
torium groaned when he spoke 
of cherishing “'the family". 
When trite words were spoken 
on the subject of crime fighting 
and the citizen, they yawned. 
But when Tony Blair speDed out 
his ideas for modernising Eu- 
rope and job creation, people 
rose to their feet, applauding. 
What appealed most of all was 
his call for radical change and 
rejection of the ways of the old 
Socialist past. 

Lionel Jospin, Europe’s oth- 
er brand-new Socialist leader, 
also raised applause when he 
spoke yesterday to the Euro- 
pean Socialists’ Congress in 
the Swedish city of Malrao. 

And. unlik e Mr Blair. Mr 
Jospin raised some laughs, ad- 
mitting that nobody was as sur- 
prised as him to have seen the 
Socialists swept to victory in fast 
Sunday’s French elections. But 
it was Mr Blair who caught the 
mood of the moment yesterday, 
while Mr Jospin's vision of the 
future appeared to leave peo- 
ple cold. 

There was puzzlement and 
even fear at some of the French 
Prime Minister's policy pro- 
posals which seem to hark back 
to the past And Mr Blair him- 
self seemed keen to keep a dis- 
tance from Mr Jospin - failing 
to congratulate him in bis 
speech, whereas the French 
Prime Minister showered Mr 
Blair with warm praise. 

It was a perfect opportunity 
yesterday for Europeans to 
hear their two newest Socialist 
leaders set out their respective 
visions of the future and to test 
the differences. 

The two men, of course, 
struck many similar themes. 
This was a joyous occasion for 
Europe’s Socialists riding a 
wave of excitement and enjoy- 
ing their new supremacy on the 
European political stage. 

Both leaders determined to 
demonstrate they were part of 
the same “happy political fam- 
ily”. spoke of social equality. 
Both warned that Europe had 
become remote from its people 
and both recognised the para- 
mount need to answer the un- 
employment crisis which has led 
to 18 million unemployed in the 
European Union. 

But it was Mr Blair who 
touched the mood of the mo- 
ment with his forthright dis- 
missal of old “statist” ways and 
his outright rebuttal of regula- 
tion or state control as the so- 
lution to Europe's problems. 

Instead he spoke of a “third 
way" by which government 
should work to “empower” peo- 
ple to develop their own skills 
m order to stand up to the ibices 
of change. Even on the question 
of the Social Chapter his cau- 
tion and warnings found little 
resistance. Mr Blair told his au- 
dience that minimum standards 
of social provision were vhal but 
not if they hindered job creation 
or led to red tape. 

Blair's vision was welcomed 
in the corridors outside. “From 
the substance of what I have 
heard. I very much like Tbny 
Blair's vision of change,” said 
Karel Van Miert, Europe's 
Commissioner for the Single 
Market. “Blair says we must not 
look backwards. We must place 
an emphasis on education and 
skills, that is all good ” 

Dutch leaders embraced Mr 
Blair's philosophy which they 
believe they in the Netherlands 
are already implementing with 
widespread success. “On flexi- 
ble job mar kets and minimum 
standards for social provision, 
we are already forging ahead,” 
said one senior Dutch official. 
“Tony Blair's vision is in line 
with ours," he added 

Mr Blair’s mepage went 
down well, too, with German 
Socialist delegates. ,c We prefer 
the pragmatic Blair approach,” 
said Barbara Weiler, a member 
of the European Parliament 
for the German Socialists, the 
SPD. “We have already shifted 
our thinking towards the Blair 
approach in many respects in 
our party." 

Mr Jospin, as predicted, 
placed greater emphasis on the 



SARAH HELM 

■ in Malmo 


need for governments to regu- 
late and control the economy in 
order to direct the changes 
caused by globalisation. “The 
market has to be regulated. Its 
forces have to be channelled so 
the energy generated can help 
produce investment, to pro- 
duce growth." he said. 

Such comments, though not 
explicitly calling for a return to 
the interventionist ways of the 
old left, nevertheless produced 
fears that France would not be 
able to take a lead in Europe's 
reforms. 

Mr Van Miert said: “1 feel 
some turbulence when I listen 
to Mr Jospin." Ad Melkert, the 
Dutch Social Affairs Minister 
said: “I preferred listening to Mr 
Blair, whose message was to 
keep the status quo.” 

More worrying to those lis- 
tening to Mr Jospin, perhaps, 
was the emphasis he seemed to 
place on the role of the nation- 
state. Europe, the French Prime 
Minister suggested should have 
less role in the future in 
directing economic affairs, and 
he declared the stale to be the 
“core of European democracy". 

Mr Blair, meanwhile, showed 
a clear recognition of the need 
for European instruments in key 
areas of policy, particularly in 
the field of employment. One 
Belgian minister commented: 
“Mr Jospin’s words have puz- 
zled us. Does he want to rena- 
tionalise policy in the economic 
field, is that what he means?" 

Few at the congress wanted 
to play up the differences be- 
tween the two men, many 
French delegates insisted the vi- 
sions were “complementary” . 
Wim Kok, the Dutch Prime 
Minister, spoke guardedly of dif- 
ferences in “nuance", but it was 
dear that not only amongst 
the northern Europeans but 
also amongst the new 
Labourites of Portugal, Italy and 
even Spain. Mr Blairs words 
struck more of a chord. 

Delegates warned that Mr 
Blair still needed to prove that 
his changes could come to 
fruition in his own country be- 
fore real faith could be placed 
in his leadership qualities in the 
rest of the European Union. But 
Mr Blair himself must have 
left the congress well aware that 
it was his speech which won a 
standing ovation and not that of 
Mr Jospin. 

Asked whether Mr Blair 
could become the first British 
leader to take a truly central role 
on the European stage, many 
delegates replied: “In time, 
why not?” 


Rudolf Scharping of j 
Germany, leader of the 
Party of European 
Socialists, said socialism 
has as many faces as 
there are socialist parties 
in Europe. B But overall 
it’s the same idea: defend 
the people's right, be 
close to the people. 

“ft was not such a long 
time ago that people 
were saying the whole 
idea of socialism was 
out-of-date,” he told the 
opening session of the 
Socialist get-together. 

But now, “we have 
become so strong in 
Europe that cannot allow 
ourselves the luxury of 
behaving like an 
opposition party." 

Germany is one of only 
two countries in Europe 
where the left plays no 
role in government 
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All bets 


are off for 


Canada’s 


Hong Kong 
Chinese 


Tim Cornwell in Vancouver 
reports on a divided community 


Only the seagulls are awake at 
430am, along with a couple of 
prostitutes and all-night drunks, 
on the main road through 
Vancouver's seedy east side. 

But inside the club house at 
the Hastings Park race course, 
three or four hundred people 
are gathered, braving the glare 
of stark fluorescent lig hts for a 
live taste of home. 

On the other side of the 
Pacific, 15 hours ahead, the 
races at the Royal Hong Kong 
Jockey Club are just getting un- 
der way in front of a crowd of 
36.000. 

Here, people duster round 
the television screens in the half- 
empty hall, where the com- 
mentary comes in a clipped 
British arcenL In the smoky, 
crowded Pacific Rim lounge 


upstairs, it is in Cantonese. 
Hastings Park runs a live tele- 
cast from Happy Valley twice 
a week. 

On weekend evenings, the 
races start at a more civilised 
Canadian hour and the place is 
packed. Wednesday mornings 
are for the diehards. betting 
about £200 a night 

There are a score of punters 
armed with cell phones, said to 
be placing telebets in Hong 
Kong. “It brings back the old 
memories." said Peter, 42. who 
went to the races every week 
before he emigrated in 1985: 
“I want to see the jockeys after 
the races. I want to see the peo- 
ple. bow they react." 

A fa nadirm citizen, he comes 
straight from his late shift with 
British Columbia's telephone 



Long-distance passion; 

A loser at the races in 
Hong Kong, which many 
Chinese-Caitadians follow 
twice a week on live 
television from the other 
side of the Pacific Rim, in 
Vancouver 

Photograph: Tom Pflston 


company. On the surface, 
Vancouver’s community of 
about 250,000 ethnic Chinese is 
thriving, boosted by a massive 
influx of wealthy emigres from 
Hong Kong. 

In a sign of its emergence on 
the Pacific Rim, the city will host 
the Apec Asian economic meet- 
ing this summer. Greater Van- 
couver brags of showcase 
shopping malls in Richmond, 
near the city's airport, where 
wealthy Chinese suburbanites 


shop for electric rice cookers 
and Gucci sunglasses. The su- 
permarkets offer specials on 
giant geoduck dams, the slug- 
like monsters once derided as 
worthless by local fishermen 
which now fetch gourmet prices 
in Asian markets. 

Several Chinese -Canadian 
candidates were running in the 
2 June national elections. The 
□umber of Chinese Canadians 
in parliament rose from one to 
three - two from Vancouver, 
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both members of the ruling 
Liberal coalition. 

The handover in Hong Kong 
is testing a young community, 
uncertain whether it is Canadian 
or Asian. “Now is the time to 
decide whether to go back or 
settle down.'’ said Rurl Tsang, 
managing editor of Sing Too, the 
Vancouver edition of a Hong 
Kong daily that competes with 
two other Chinese-language 
newspapers, cable and radio sta- 
tions . “It is time for these Chi- 


nese to make up their mind.” 

The number of Chinese 
immigrants arriving in Canada 
accelerated after Tiananmen. 
The relatively liberal immigra- 
tion laws require only about a 
US $250,000 (£150,000) local 
investment to qualify for resi- 
dence. In 1992, 55,000 people 
from Hong Kong, Taiwan and 
China arrived in Canada. In 
1994 about 20,000, mostly from 
Hong Kong, settled in \fen- 


Now the flow has declined. 
Thousands of Chinese, armed 
with their Canadian passports, 
are said to be returning to 
Hong Kong, though accurate 
figures are not available. 

New tax laws that require res- 
idents to declare their world- 
wide assets are blamed by some. 
But while Canada offers peace 
of mind and low house prices, 
Chinese-speakers struggle in a 
weak job market and an econ- 
omy dial grew only 1 per cent 


last year. There are big salaries 
to be made in Hong Kong. ’ . 

Many families seem in dan- . 
ger of coming apart at the 
seams. A plaintive letter in an 
advice column run by Sing Too 

told a familiar story. They had 
moved from Hong Kopg after 
Tia nanm en, the writer ex- 
plained, and her husband be- 
came an “astronaut”, the ^ 
nickname for businessmen who W 
settled famili es in the US or 
Qm aria and continued to work 
in Asia. As she settled down in 
Vancouver, he began spending 
more time in Hong Kong. On 
hk rare visits he spoiled the chil- 
dren and they were becoming 
“quite unreasonable”. Now he 
talked of moving the family 
back. “At the beginning I didn’t 
actually want to come. Now if 
he wants me to go, I have to go, 
but this is notwhatl want” She 
ended: “What should 1 do?” 

At Hastings Park, Fred Lam 
is debating his next move. In the 
country 18 years, a racehorse 
trainer whose family aiso owns . 
an Asian import-export, busi- a 
ness, he has been offered .the ” 
chance to run horses in Hong 
Kong. Vancouver's race circuit 
is small and unexciting com- 
pared with Happy "Vailey.-ln 
mainland China, at least , one 
race- course is under construc- 
tion. “I’ve been away so long,” 
he said, “but as an opportuni- 
ty it's better.” Hong Kong is like 
a gold mine for China, so why 
should it change? he asked. The 
Jockey Club would still be open 
after the handover: “The hors- 
es will still be running.” -■■■ 


China bursts share bubble 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 


Days after China's top banker 
described the country's over- 
heated stockmarkets as “bub- 
ble” markets, the government 
has renewed its attempt to re- 
duce the flood of speculative 
cash piling into mainland shares. 

The stockmarkets in Shang- 
hai and Shenzhen slid sharply 
yesterday, as investors digested 
the announcement giving banks 
10 days to sell any shares they 
hold, banning any further pur- 
chases and curbing lending. 

For six months, the Chinese 
authorities have been strug- 


gling to rein in stockmarkets 
where many share prices have 
lost touch with reafity. 

The shock treatment started 
last December, with a warning 
in the People r Daily that share 
price levels “make us think of 
the stock crash in America in 
1929”. A daily limit of 10 per 
cent was imposed on share 
price movements- 

That failed to have an effect 
and between January and May 
this year the domestic markets 
gained a further 50 per cent, fu- 
elled by individual investors 
and state institutions illegally 
putting money that was often 
borrowed into the markets. 


Last month, another raft of 
rules was announced, aimed at 
stemming those funds by curb- 
ing share-trading by state-owned 
and listed companies. 

Apart from instability in the 
financial system, the Chinese 
government fears any “correc- 
tion" to the frothy market would 
leave many private investors 
badly burned and very angry. 

Ibe private Chinese appetite 
for shares remains huge, and the 
governor of the People's Bank 
of China, Dai Xianglong, this 
week estimated that small-scale 
investors had pumped 60 billion 
yuan (nearly £5bn) into the 
two domestic stockmarkets 


since the beginning of 1997. 
Some 4 million new private in-;£ 
vestors opened accounts during ^ 
that period, bringing the total 
to around 25 million. 

Mr Dai repeated that prices 
had been going up too fast 
“When the market grows too 
rapidly, it becomes a bubble 
market,” he warned- 

Market regulators have re- 


peatedly tried to stop banks 
lending to state-owned enter- 


lending to state-owned enter- 
prises and securities firms, 
knowing that they would use the 
money to play the markets. 
The new measures, if enforced, 
should dry up a large part of the 
funds available- 
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Wanted 


senile be a bit hard for the average 


crone *u_ .. ntua ^ humjhation on the 


steps of the National h T* UadoD on the 
and being aDDointpH t Hem ?S e Department 
job. Why 8 arE t0 3 pl T government 

as model^T busiDess leader s held up 

deno^Sd /ste? f r While others ■» 
Ses d to» 0r ^ en for 

4ete t ® s r thwhatmaj!esa 


'oiV'ofu.r'?,? 0 ' just a . matter 

lHnw~J rp_ . course it helps if voi 


ran and Anit. Itoddick £ aLteurTkrton 

braatos,. Bu ‘ Six David Shaonand SchSS 
a D 2 foraampie witDheM their explicit 
the BP * >oss became the first 
labour nutmter not actually to be a mem- 

““ party, while the Virgin balloonist 
emmt !-' he < K mng forces behind the Gov- 
f? ilc y on the National LoUeiy, 

Win7?f r f S^' proEt revtn 8 c for failing to 
wm the franchise m the fust place. 

_ jJJ “not, on the other side of the coin, just 
matter of being caught in possession of a 
monopoly or a pnvatised company. It did not 
help the Camelot directors that rhey are nm- 
nui S 2 state-licensed franchise with the 
word National in its name. Nor does it help 


the water and rail bosses that their businesses 
were in the public sector and Labour stifl 
theoretically thinks that is where they belong 
But other monopolists and privateers have 
basked in the new government’s approvaL 
Rupert Murdoch may not yet be plenipo- 
tentiary ambassador for world affairs, but his 
anti-competitive practices have not landed 
him on Chris Smith's doorstep with a 
requirement to explain his failure to pay UK 
taxes. Sir Iain Vailance may be engaged in 
a minor run-in with the Chancellor over BT’s 
enthusiastic desire not to assist him in tak- 
ing 250,000 names off the unemployment 
register, hut when Mr Blair wants to sound 
like a Net-capable future-monger he is on 
the phone. 

What is closer to the truth is that some 
business leaders are popular and others are 
not New Labour is well-attuned to the finer 
nuances of public opinion. In the case of Mr 
Murdoch, it shows an unsentimental grasp of 
the mechanics of public relations. There is a 
paradox here in that public opprobrium is 
reserved particularly for the people who run 
the services that affect the populace most — 
the Lottery, electricity, gas, water and trans- 
port - whereas there is respectful curiosity 
about six- or seven-figure earnings for people 
who are Something in the City. However, 
there is a logic to the Government's attitude, 
although it is perhaps not well-articulated. Mr 





Blair says be offers a new deal: he wants you 
to be successful, but you must give something 
back to society. He is not against profit, he 
is against selfishness. How well the Camelot 
directors played their role in their little 
morality tale! By threatening to resign rather 
than give up a penny of their bonuses, they 
lost the moral argument They may have 
pulled a fast one yesterday, and hung on to 
their money, but they have slithered off the 
moral high ground. 

The what? The high moral ground is unfa- 
miliar territory for many businesses. For the 
past 18 years, the ethics of economics have 
tended towards profit maximisation within 
the law, keeping the do-gooding for your pri- 
vate life. It is in this moral universe that Tint 
Holley, David Rigg and Peter Murphy insist 
that their bonuses are good because they 


derive from their contracts. 

We have new entered a different universe. 
Efficiency is not enough: you will be judged 
on your whole contribution to society. The 
remoralisation of public and corporate life 
is not quite consistent, as the Murdoch case 
illustrates, but the attempt is welcome and 
overdue. Since the Frys and the Cadbuiys, 
the business-philanthropic tradition in this 
country has been weak. These were not sim- 
ply rich men who privately gave to charity. 
They ran successful businesses imbued with 
communitarian values. 


. P 16 . ^ 0 -liberal doctrine of profit max- 
imisation is not only morally coarse, but also 
economically simplistic. Business reputation 

rnmp« ? , ? ant S ? urce of vaIue * making cus- 
tomers and employees feel good helps the 

bottom Iuk in the long run. Camelot mav run 
a ^iccessfu 1 and efficient lottery, and its 
directors may have protected their own 
pockets, but they have failed to build a pop- 
ular brand name and have no chance of 
renewing the franchise. 

u . Good works are all too easilv dismissed as 
just public relations”. But it is no t only the 
new government which needs to understand 
how to use public relations as it tries to shift 
public values and change the wav we feel 
about ourselves as a society. Even ‘in Amer- 
ica, there is more of an expectation that busi- 
ness leaders will fund good works to give 
back to their community. 

The business leaders who have Taken jobs 
with Mr Blair's administration are not 
motivated by money: they feeJ flattered, no 
doubt, but they are also inspired by a 
desire to serve the public interest. So. con- 
fused British executives who want to take 
up Mr Blair on his offer of partnership need 
to read up on the Prime Minister's Christ- 
ian Socialist thoughts on rights and duties. 
It is not a question of wha“t he can do for 
them, but what they can do for the rest of 
us. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Save elephants from new slaughter 


Irish famine’s legacy of bitterness 




e « 


las rism- : 

arre 


tec 


awn rar 


. 4' . 


Sin In line with Robin Cook’s declaration that UK 
foreign policy should be guided by the twin principles of 
the environment and human rights, we strongly oppose 
the down-listing of elephants from Appendix I to 
Appendix n as proposed by Zimbabwe, Botswana and 
Namibia for the conference of the Convention on 
International Thade in Endangered Species (Cites) to be 
held in Zimbabwe on 9-20 June. W? urge the 
government to maintain Britain’s support of elephant 
conservation at this critical time by voting in favour of the 
ivory ban and Lhe retention of elephants cm Appendix L 

liie Appendix I listing has resulted in a dramatic 
decline in poaching in the majority of elephant range 
states and the stabilisation of elephant populations in 
many. It has led to a marked decline in the demand for 
ivory in the majority of range states and consuming 
states. It has removed the opportunity to launder 
poached ivory into the legal international trade. It has 
increased employment and economic benefits to 
communities, particularly though the development of 
wildlife-based tourism. 

UK leadership was at the forefront of banning the 
ivory trade at the Cites conference in Lausanne 1989. It 
is critical to act now before thousands of elephants are 
slaughtered once again. 

Acceptance of the down -listing of elephant 
populations would result in a resurgence of poaching 
and a massive decline in elephant populations, the 
legitimisation of the international ivory trade, thereby 
encouraging ivory poachers and illegal traders, even 
with a zero quota, and the proliferation of firearms and 
increased corruption. 

Many of the arguments advanced for down-listing 
are based on the concept of elephant over-population, 
in spile of considerable evidence to the contrary. 
Appendix 1 has been in effect for only seven years, an 
insufficient period in terms of elephant ecology to allow 
anv viable consideration of resumed trade. The value of 
Zimbabwe's ivory stockpile gathered over seven years, 
even if applied solely to conservation, would finance its 
wildlife department for only 15 weeks. By contrast, 
tourism earns for the same government 60 times the 

value of the stockpile in one year. ... 

These hu ge and impressive animals have an intrinsic 
worth beyond any consideration of their ability to “pay 
their way' in the global marketplace . 

MIKE SMALL . , 

Centre [or Continuing Education, University Of 
Edinburgh 

SABA DOUGLAS-HAMILTON 

Sizve the Elephants, Nairobi, Kenya 
GLENTON COOMBES 
Senior Pilot, Lamu Region 
Kenya Wildlife Service 

ELSPETH MURRAY 

BEN MURRAY 

Edinburgh 



Sir: Nick Martin-Clark ( Letters, 5 
June) asks, in the debate about the 
Irish famine, if the then British 
government would have stood aside 
from a similar fate for English 
peasants. They probably would, given 
their laissez-faire-inspired 
indifference to working people which 
saw, for instance, ordinary 
Mancunians in the same period 
having an average life-expectancy of 
16, due to cholera. 

However, we should recognise that 
certain key events, such as the famine 
and Bloodv Sunday, have shaped 
modern Irish perceptions and 
tarnished British-Irish relations, as I 
argue in a Commons motion on the 
issue. It's also true that many 
republicans will probably never be 
satisfied with any British actions 
concerning the past or the present. 
But all reasonable efforts should be 
made to put a line under these tragic 
events and build on the strong and 


responsibility for what happened 
Helmut Kohl had nothing to do with 
the evils of the Nazi regime, but his 
government continues to this day to 
pay war reparations for its victims. 

The time has come for the British 
government to admit that the policies 
of its predecessor caused the virtual 
annihilat ion of the Irish people. Only 
good can come from that Ruth 
Dudley Edwards (“No need to 
apologise for the potato famine", 3 
June) fans the flames of racial hatred 
by her apologia for the rulers of the 
day. From that, evil will certainly 
flow. 

COLM MAC EOCHAIDH 
Dublin 


positive cultural and political Links 
that bind British and Iris! 


sb people. 

Let's not forget that we get on very 
well and there is much mixing 
between us: many people in Britain 
have Irish roots or relatives. History, 
warts and all, should liberate but not 
shackle us. 

HARRY BARNES MP 
(North East D&byshirc, Lab ) 

House of Commons 
London SW1 


Sir The easiest way to kill debate on 
the Irish tragedy is to raise the 
apology question. It induces the 
simplistic response that this 
generation of British people cannot 
apologise for the sins of their fathers. 

No one should confuse personal 
apologies with an admission by state 
authorities that hs predecessors were 
responsible for a past wrong. No one 
is suggesting that Tony Blair or the 
Labour Party bear the slightest 


Sin The chief cause of morbidity in 
Ireland from 1846 through 1849 was a 
series of epidemics of relapsing fever, 
a febrile infection transmitted by lice 
and bedbugs- Relapsing fever, and to 
a much lesser extent typhoid and 
infantile marasmus, are likely to have 
accounted for two-thirds of deaths in 
Ireland during the famine years. 

There is no physiological 
connection between relapsing fever 
and malnutrition: it was frequently 
remarked at the time that however 
well fed, people were still dying of 
fever. The doctors, nurses and 
volunteer workers on the scene could 
do nothing to halt the epidemics, nor 
save those who became infected; 
many of the thousands of selfless 
people ministering to the hungry and 
sick themselves fell victim to 
relapsing fever. Since the common 
louse was not identified as the vector 
of the disease until 1891, nor bedbugs 
until 1927, there is nothing anyone 
could have done to save these lives. 
Professor REGINALD BYRON 
Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology 
University of Wales 
Swansea 


Condoms on the Heath: it was us 


Poachers’ target: the African elephant 


Sir John Lyttle (30 May) accuses 
Rubberstuffers of haunting 
Hampstead Heath, handing out 
condoms, and Rubberstuffers deny it 


Charity trustees and the law 






***•-•. ■ 



Sir In “Scandal of the parents’ 

law subject to a well-known 
exception. If the constitution of a 
charitv expressly permits payment of 
trustees, this overrides the general 
The Charity Commission will 
^SS.^i.yforrcg.^uon 
ff?he terms of the remuneration 

clause limit the remuneration to a 

Sable S um for Mrv.ces 
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If the Charity Commissioners are 
satisfied that they acted in good faith 
and beyond the call of duly, such that 
no reasonable person would have 
acted without payment, the Charity 
Commissioners may, depending 
upon the circumstances, decide to 
take no further action. Ultimately, 
the decision as to whether or not the 
payments were reasonable probably 
lies with any new trustees who took 
no part in the decision to pay tbe 
former trustees. Ruling this, the paid 
trustees may apply to the court on the 
basis that the payments were 
reasonable and justifiable. 

MOERA PROTANI 

Solicitor, Charities Group 
SJ Bmrat&Co 
London WC1 


Infected by a small 
mental parasite 


(letter, 4 June). Actually it's Gay 
mltit 


Sin Keith Williamson's “earworm” 
(letter, 5 June) is indeed known to 
science, and was described by 
Professor Richard Dawkins in his 
1976 book The Selfish Gene under the 
name “merae". lb quote Dawkins, a 
memeis 

a unit of cultural transmission, or a unit 
of imitation ... Memes propagate them- 
selves in the xneme poo! by leaping from 
brain to brain ... When you plant a fer- 
tile meme in my mind you literally par- 
asitise my brain, turning it into a vehi- 
cle for the metre's propagation.’' 

“Una Paloma Blanca” Is a rather 
minor mental parasite. 

STEPHEN LAFFERTY 
Bedford 


Men Fighting AIDS. We admit it. We 
have done for five years now. We also 
give out health information as they 
leave, and do valuable research. Last 
year we had two papers accepted by 
the international conference on 
AIDS in Vancouver. 

We want the Heath to be safe and 
rewarding for all its users. So we 
provide one further service. Our 
volunteers organise “litter picnics' 
throughout the summer and collect 
bin bags fall of rubbish. We hope that 
we leave the Heath a tidier place as 
well as a healthier one. 

SIMON MITCHELL 
Heath Project Worker 
Gay Men Fighting AIDS 
London SW2 


since the election, but why no 
comment on that other political 
revolution, the appointment of the 
first openly gay Cabinet minister? 
The gay movement has long 
proposed such an appointment as a 
cure for all ills. We were right 
Within 24 hours of Chris Smith's 
being appointed Heritage Secretary, 
the UK had won the Eurovision Song 
Contest. The British Lions have won 
every game since his appointment By 
beating Poland, England's footballers 
all but secured a place in the World 
Cup finals, and then beat Italy for the 
first time in 20 years. After their 
whitewash defeat of Australia in the 
Texaco series. England nearly skittled 
the visitors for 100 runs at 
Edgbaston. 

Shame Chris Smith didn't get the 


health job which he so ably 
shadowed We would not ha 


.quite 

cider 


rightly, of the changed gene 
balance in the House of Commons 


lave been 
worrying about spiralling health 
costs; people would simply have got 
better. 

MICHAEL MASON 
London SW7 


to a Jewish ‘symbolic structure’ on the streets of north London 

® ^ . . i prrt | and street, each within 6in of the fence or 

moral, Serf the adjacent property, the 

««unf*r rtf which is called a 


Sin There ^^wlved fo the 

^gn& pr0pOSaI(Rlith& 


- \ 




EE&ffSSS 

P°P^ aB ™ Steels of its <wn St™ 1 


rules of The 


owner of which i 
“frontager”, lie poles support a wire 
strung across the road at a height of 
about 20ft 

Can this type of eruv be 
constructed without enabling 
legislation? Apart from the single 

c^eof war memorials (for which a 
special Act of Parliament was 
Necessary) symbolic structures have 
never been allowed on the public 


formed by th there is a 


formed Where there is * 

.SKSgsSKK- 

two poles, one o* 16 


highways. 

Can the eruv be constructed 
without the effective consent of the 


80 or so frontagers, who regard 
themselves as the primary victims of 
the proposal? Would an angry 
frontager who removed an unwanted 
pole from his boundary be a vandal 
or a civil rights demonstrator? 

Behind Matthew Kalman’s sneers 
at the “comfort-seeking residents of 
Hampstead Garden Suburb” lies the 
campaign to intimidate reasoned 
opponents by dubbing cruv 
opposition as anti-Semitic. 

PHILIP KDSSOFF 

on behalf of a group of 29 Barnet 

residents 

London NWi l 


Sir. Fabian Acker’s description 
(letters, 3 June) of pious Jews 
evading Sabbath laws by driving cats 
equipped with water-filled cushions 
is wholly fictional. 

The eruv boundary is a rabbinic law 
intended to remind Jews of the 
sanctity of their Sabbath as they walk 
through bustling public streets. No 
one has made arbitrary rules, 
attributed them to God or tried to 
fi ddle their way around them. 
JONATHAN GORSKY 


Education Officer 

:it of ChrisrL 


The Council of Christians and Jews 
London WC1 


1 sbonld be addressed to Letters to the Editor Tbe Independent, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf; London E14 SDL 
^ (Fa*. 0171-293 2056; e-mail: jettera^indepcndraUwok) and indude a daytime telephone nnmbec 

Letters may be edited lor length and darity. We regret we are nnaNe to acknowledge onpoblisbed letters. 


Get on the buses if 
you can, Mr Prescott 


Sin Your front-page article 'TU get 
you on the bus, says Prescott” (6 
June) moved even the most sceptical 
of us to have a go on public transport 

Scuffles broke out at Shepherd's 
Bush as hundreds of environmentally 
conscious commuters, fixed by his 
message, fought aboard the few 
overcrowded buses as the Central 
Line (yes, again) broke down. 

Mr Prescott should use public 

transport like us every day. He'll 
discover why the rich take taxis 
and/or use their noxious cars, and the 
poorer of us cannot get to work 
unless we skateboard. 
MARGARETOWEN 
London W14 
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LETTER from 

THE EDITOR 


D avid Aaronovitch, in a 
parliamentary sketch 
this week, resolved 
something that has been wrig- 
gling round my skull in recent 
days, at various government 
seminars, parties and so on in 
Whitehall: what does this 
remind me of? What is the right 
historical parallel for New 
Labour? 

In ’Vftch’sview (this letter is 
too short to use his full name 
more than once), the Com- 
mons on Wednesday was Crom- 
wellian in feet with Blair play- 
ing Lord Protector and Major 
the beheaded, ghostly king. The 
Conservative benches were 
portrayed as a son of rump 
parliament of lewd and jocular 
hecklers. 

Yes! We are living. Readers, 
in the New Commonwealth - 
a successor to tbe original 
Commonwealth, not to the 
potiticafly-correct post-imper- 
iaJ dub of the same name. 
Blair makes an excellent Oliver 
Cromwell: the stern, slightly 
forbidding sense of purpose; 
the muscular Christian moral 
tone; the not entirely convinc- 
ing self-deprecation. The 
Palace has already queasily 
noted that he is behaving a lit- 
tle like a head of stale. And if 
Cromwell had Ireton and 
Naseby, well then, Blair has 
bad Mandelson and Tatton. 

Cromwell, of course, would 
not have approved Blair’s inter- 
est in the Roman Church, or his 
own image - remember the 
Protector’s request to the 
painter Lely that he should 
“not Batter me at all; but 
remark all these roughnesses, 
pimples, warts ...” He would 
have been baffled by Blair’s 
guitar and would have declined 
to be sketched alongside such 
an immoral colonial as Presi- 
dent Clinton. 

But in politics, the two 
would have found much to 
nod about. If there is a single 
word that describes Blair’s 
enthusiasm, with Jack Straw, 
for the more austere family 
values, his brisk enthusiasm for 
centralisation in Whitehall and 
his impatience with parlia- 
mentary obstruction, that word 
is surety '■Cromwellian". 

Their attitude to ideological 
Scots is similar: one can imag- 
ine Blair snarling at the Scottish 
Labour Party what Cromwell 
snarled at the Presbyterians: “I 
beseech you, in the bowels of 


ChrisL think it possible you may 
be mistaken." 


What does the Common- 
wealth mean for Westminster? 
Blairs pre-election contempt 
for the Major parliament was 
notable. (“You have sat here 
too long for any good you have 
been doing. Depart. I say, and 
let us have done with you. In 
the name of God, go!”) But, 
though this is less frequently 
noticed, his belief that MPs 
should "get real” and spend lea; 
lime on political gossip is 
equally Oliverian. As the latter 
contemptuously informed MPs 
in 1658: “You have accounted 
yourselves happy on being 
environed with a great ditch 
from all the world beside.” 

So this is not great news for 
Parliament. But what will it 


Blair makes an 
excellent Cromwell; 
the stern sense of 
purpose; the 
muscular Christian 
moral tone; the not 
entirely convincing 
self-deprecation 


mean for the rest of us living 
in the New (Labour) Com- 
monwealth? It is bad news for 
a free and licentious press, 
bad news for fat cats and bad 
news for some of those British 
fashion designers whose exot- 
icahy lacy creations will mean 
they are forced to flee to ihe 
ContinenL (Though, come to 
think of it, most of them have 
fled to Paris or Milan already.) 
It will be bad news for the Dig- 
gers, who will be cleared away 
by New Model Army police- 
men (sorry. Swampy). 

It is bad news for public 
drinkers and rowdy types. 
There will be no more public 
dancing, because we will all be 
hard at our patriotic duties. I 
guess the Globe, whose open- 
ing drama days we discuss this 
morning, will be shut down on 
a sex and violence rap. 

How far can one push this? 
Not much further, I fear just 
imagine what effect a new 
Cromwell would have on the 
Irish peace process. 


Andrew Mott 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


We never were downtrodden. We just kepi quiet and let the female 
revolution wash over us - Rad de Vere, who conducted a nation- 
wide survey on male attitudes 

Bravo the French. People said they were indifferent but it’s not true 
- Jack Lang, /titic/i Socialist politician, on his party’s win at the polls 
The British don't understand that a good shower is one of life’s 
basic essentials - a new guide to Britain from Lonely Planet 
Jane Austen doesn’t sell hi-tech cars. We do the past very well 
in this country but how can we compete from a hi-tech point of 
view when the rest of the world sees us dressed up in top hats 
and crinolines all the time? - Roger Pnttnam, Jaguar's sales and 
marketing director 

He was the Attila the Hun of the pillaging game. He was undoubt- 
edly the the most prodigious thief this century- Peter Scoff, friend 
of George u Taters’ > Chatham, who died on Thursday aged 81 
There are times when instead of saying “the body of Christ 7 ’, I 
am tempted to say “ChrisL what a body!”. Do things in the right 
place. I don’t want this practice to spread - Tfeodoro Bamni, a 
Roman Catholic bishop in the Philippines, on brides who wear reveal- 
ing dresses in church 

After 40 years in showbusiness I feel that I have finally cracked 
it. Appearing with the Spice Girls will give me enormous street 
cred - Richard Briers, veteran Shakespearean actor who is to play 
a bishop in the forthcoming film starring the pop group 
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S he strews optimism 
like brightly-coloured 
confetti on a sum- 
mer's day. “isn't it 
wonderful?" she 
keeps asking, as she talks of 
“beautiful opportunities” and 


The new Joan of Arc, or 


Steve Crawshaw spends a week with the saintly Clare Short, Secretary of State for 
International Development, and is impressed as she sets to work on changing the world 


“hisloiy going in a beautiful 
cycle". After a day of this opti- 


cyde". After a day of this opti- 
mism has washed over you, it 
becomes difficult to reset. 

Clare Short, the woman the 
tabloids once loved to hate, 
now runs a ministry of her 
own. And, she wants the world 
to know, she is loving it. As Sec- 
retary of State for Interna- 
tional Development, she is in 
charge of the country's most 
forgotten department - what 
used to be known as the Over- 
seas Development Adminis- 
tration. often perceived as 
merely giving away “our"* 
money to the rest of the world, 
a kind of lottery writ large. Ms 
Short clearly finds it astonish- 
ing that her department's work 
is somehow regarded as less 
important, or less marketable 
to the public. 

She was sacked as shadow 
transport minister after being 
too outspoken. Now she says: 
“It is extraordinary that to go 
from transport to the future of 
the planet and its people and 
these high levels of poverty is 
considered a demotion. But in 


the pecking order of British 
politics, it is.” 

The woman who famously 
confronted The Sim over Page 
Three girls, and who is now one 
of Britain's most popular politi- 
cians, is not likely to shy away 
from a tough fight. She insists 
that Britain can help to spear- 
head change around the world. 

Listening in to a string of her 
meetings this week - World 
Bank officials, an African 
finance minister, a Latin Amer- 
ican ambassador, media advis- 
ers, debt advisers, a non-stop 
stream that is barely inter- 
rupted by a couple of early- 
afternoon Prct a Manger sand- 
wiches - the overwhelming 
impression is of an enthusiasm 
which carries her through the 
day, on to the next day and the 
day after that. 

Ms Short, once herself a civil 


the compliment. “It's very excit- 
ing,'’ says one official. Another 


says admiringly, in her pres- 
ence: “It’s frightening, to have 


servant, fairly gushes about 
those now working for her. 


those now working for her. 
“You see what fabulous dis- 
cussions we have here. They re 
special, the people here. 
There's this wonderful mix of 
experts and civil servants. The 
mix is just beautiful ." Her civil 
servants seem ready to return 


ence: “It’s frightening, to have 
the Secretary of State trying to 
measure our progress towards 
the things we want to do," 

Ms Short and her advisers 
are more than busy. This week, 
they were discussing the prepa- 
ration of a White Paper on aid. 
She hopes to launch it with a 
fanfare, in time for it to enjoy 
a “starring role" at the party 
conference in the autumn- The 
idea sounds like a contradiction 
in terms. But if anybody can 
give aid a starring role, then it 
must be Ms Short. 

The main thrust of the paper 
is likely to emphasise the idea 
of “partnerships” with coun- 
tries receiving aid - and, above 
all, the idea that real and per- 
manent change can be 
achieved. She is scornful of 
any approach which fails to 
attack the root causes of 
poverty. “Elimination, not alle- 
viation" of poverty has become 
her buzz-word. Fantasy? 
Maybe. But it would be a brave 
man or woman who would say 
so in her presence. 


“History," she says, “has cre- 
ated an opportunity. History 
does move tn eras ... We are 
beginning to see political 
change across the world. The 
ageing Sixties kids - which we 
are - are starting to come to 
power, in different countries." 
Taking as her starting point a 
report by the OECD, “the Rich 
Countries' Club”, which argues 
that it would be possible to 
halve poverty by 2015, she 
wants to to do just that. 
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L abour criticises the Con- 
servatives for halving the 
level of aid over the past 
two decades. But - partly, no 
doubt, with a view to keeping 
Gordon Brown sweet - an 
increase in the departmental 
budget is not top of Ms Short’s 
proclaimed agenda. She insists 
that quality and targeting count 
for more than quantity. Labour 
has pledged to more than dou- 
ble the level of aid to the 0.7 per 
cent of GNP recommended by 
the United Nations (the current 
level is 0.27 per cent). But she 
gets agitated if anyone starts 
pressing her for targets or dead- 
lines. Instead, she emphasises 
that increased aid does not in 
itself solve the problems. She 
says more money could, at one 
level, merely lead to more fias- 
cos like the Pergau dam in 
Malaysia, where aid and trade 
were notoriously merged, more 
for the benefit of UK contrac- 
tors than local people. “I am 
irritated wiLb a lot of people 
who think it's the only question 


about development. We could 
double our spend, and have 
more Pergau dams." 

Her predecessor, “poor 
Lynda Chaiker”, was “a good 
woman, fallen among thieves.” 
One constant problem for 
Baroness Chaiker was that her 
department was subordinate to 
the Foreign Office, for whom 
commerce and realpolitik came 
first - hence, Pergau. 

Theoretically, the new For- 
eign Office is now “ethical”, so 
the game has changed. And Ms 
Short believes it is “phenome- 
nally important” that there is 
now a separate department, 
with its own Cabinet seat “The 
Foreign Office have to look to 
Britain’s short-term commer- 
cial and political interests ... 
Once you have said develop- 
ment is a key priority, you take 
it away from those other con- 
siderations, and say we want to 
elevate development in its own 
right.” 

There will, she says, be “cre- 
ative tensions”. The Foreign 
Office, Treasury and others mil 
sometimes have different con- 
cerns. But woe beridc them, 
one suspects, if they try to put 
Clare Short in the corner. 

Her unceremonious booting 
out as shadow transport secre- 
tary last year clearly still ran- 
kles. “It was public humiliation 
- and that is not a pleasant 
thing to happen to anyone.” 
She insists, however, that it 
was the manner of the removal, 
not her place of exile, that 
offended her. “If, when 1 was 


asked to do transport [in 1995], 
I had been invited to do either 
transport or this, I would have 
chosen this. I love theportfolio. 
I want to stick with this for long 
enough so that it’s absolutely 
bedded in. I'm determined that 
Britain will use all its influence 
everywhere to get the world 
committed to halving levels of 
poverty by 2015 - and going on 
to seek eradication of poverty. 
It's the most important thing 
you can do." 

Clare Short may have 
seemed to the “people who live 
in the dark" (her phrase } to be 
a danger for the carefully con- 
structed unanimity of New 
Labour. From the outside, it 
seems the other way round. 
Clare Short, perceived as 
Decent and Outspokea 
Human Being, is an asset that 
the party can ill afford to dis- 
pense with. Even now, as a 
loyal government minister, her 
presence provides a guarantee 
that the party cannot get too 
arrogant or devious. She would 
be the first to cry fouL After 
last year's mauling, she 
received more than 2,000 let- 
ters of support. 


E ven now, she sees no 
need to button her lip. 
At a meeting with col- 
leagues from the Labour Party, 
she notes in passing the extrav- 
agance of some of the venues 
for government hospitality. 
“Lancaster House - ft's a very 
bjg place. 1 think we should fiog 
it off." There is a frisson as the 


media warning lights start flash- 
ing among the Millbank- 
trained crowd around the table; 
they indicate to the minister 
that the journalistic fly-on-the- 
sofa is still rilling across the 
room, notebook in band. She 
looks up, startled - and grins. 

Ask what she thinks about 
the continuing attempts of 
Labour's media-masters to 
keep loose cannon in the party 
under control, and she makes 
evasive comments, while her 
expression twitches at the 
thought of tossing out some 
honest and mischievous 
remark. Finally, she decides to 
be more or less discreet, for the 
moment “You’re trying to get 
me into trouble,” she says hap- 
pily. And moves on. 

The department remains 
only one chunk of her life. Her 
in-tray in her ministerial office 
includes a giant pile sent down 
by the constituency secretary in 
Birmingham Ladywood, whose 
MP she has been since 1983. 
She drives herself or takes the 
train to Birmingham for week- 
end constituency surgeries: 
while in Ladywood, she lives 
with her mother. Swimming 
with friends at the local pool 
remains a regular fixture. Then 
perhaps the cinema for escapist 
relaxation (Babe, the cute pig- 
as-sheepdog fantasy, was a 
favourite last year Trainspotting 
was not ), followed by an Indian 
meal with friends. Reading is 
mostly boning up on inter- 
national development. After 
puhlidy sharing her happiness 


at being reunited with her son 
■foby last year - an event which . ; 
triggered yet more public.:, 
warmth towards her - she now- . 
asks for privacy in that regard.- .. 
But it is clear that mother and: - 
son remain close. : , 

Even as Secretary of State, '* 
she sometimes still travels to 
work by bus, where she rubs 
shoulders with the man and, 
woman on the real Clap ham- • 
omnibus, the 77 A. (She does 
not seem keen to talk about.- 
this; media frivialisation, she 
seems to be muttering under 
her breath.) Standing in the 
morning bus queue is unlikely .. 
to remain part of the minister- r 
ial routine: because of some ~ 
fabulously arcane Whitehall - 
rules, she is allowed to take her - 
scarlet dispatch boxes on trains,, 
but not on buses. But, however - 
she gets to work, Ms Short is , 
determined not to become part ■ - 
of the chauffeur-driven other- l 
worldly classes. ■ • 

Asked about her current -. . 
popularity, she tells a caution? 
ary tale. "We were shopping in \ 
Sainsbury’s with one ox my sis- ; 
ters, for a family do. People kept i 
coming up and saying nice > 
things. My sister said: “But ; 
what will they be saying in two 7 
years?” 1 said, that’s right. But i 
the important thing is that I've 
got to still be here - in Sains- _ 
bury’s, on the train, on the : 
street. If they’re saying: “Huh! -. 
Not so pleased about that!”, we 
need to hear that. I think- the 
Tory government separated 
itself from the country in the 
end. It's lovely to be loved, and .- 
for people to be nice. But it's . 
also a responsibility. If you start 
to disappoint people, you've 
done something dreadful." 


K?.- 
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jo brand’s 



week 



I was pleased to see Janet 
McTeer win an award in the 
US for her role in .4 Dolls 
house. I saw it in London and 
it restored my faith in West 
End theatre, which can be so 
unpredictable. Rave reviews 
don’t necessarily mean any- 
thing. Another production I 
saw recently, described as 
“devastating”, was the biggest 
load of old tosh I have sat 
through for a long time. A few 
actors off the telly and a lot of 
{type do not a devastating 
production make; and critics 
are not always right, even if 
they are convinced they are. 


rubbish they come oat with 
cannot be stopped by the 
usual approach, and a little 
extra encouragement to 
behave, from a big scary bloke 
(John, our tour manager), 
normally does the trick. 


I am getting through the last 
two weeks of the tour mid 
starting to feel slightly jaded. 
Did Leicester on Sunday 
evening, which proved to be a 
bit of a drunken affair, as it 
seemed the good b u r ghe rs of 

Leicester —quite a few of 
them, at least - bad been at 
the bottle for much of the 
beautifully sonny day and 
had taken to bedding. 

Hecklers are not a uniform 
mob. They vary from sober 
and dem; to drunk and a 
total pain in the bum. Wfe got 
the latter, and in this case, 
however many pot-downs you 
do, the hecklers are so out of 
it that it makes no difference. 
The constant nonsensical 


The phrase “care in the 
community” sounds so warm 
and elicits echoes of a rustic 
England when everyone knew 
and kept an eye oa everyone 
else. Unfortunately, it has 
come to mean a substitute for 
decent care for those with 
meotal health problems, 
because facilities are poor 
and staff are stretched. 

Added to that, a great 
proportion of the community 
does not want to care because 
it has swallowed Lhe alarmist 
approach the tabloids take, 
drip-feeding us with images of 
machete-melding wildmen. 
Thus, many centres for those 
with mental health problems 
are prevented from opening 
because of protest from the 
local community. I'm sure if 
you look at the statistics, you 
will find that the most dan- 
gerous potential assailants are 
not those living in a com- 
munity hostel, but probably 
these children's own fathers. 
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job and not just crawl into a 
bole with a very red face, gives 
the farcical events in the sexual 
harassment case against him. 
Paula Jones, who alleges he 
dropped his kecks in a Little 
Rock hotel, insists she can 
identity his genital area 

because of “distinguish jpg 
characteristics". What on 

earth does she mean? Is it 

size? A birthmark? A hideous 
deformity? No wonder Bill 
doesn't want to take part in the 
strongest identity parade ever. 


areas of life, and 10 know that 
we can hold our heads up and 
say “we don't let our lawns 
get overgrown” places us 
right at the heart of Europe. 

Snm inct .. 


Luckily, further up the road,., 
we spotted a very small 
wooden sign for the hotel, 
reversed the convoy back up 
the road and turned in - to 
find ourselves in someone’s 
garden. Getting a group of 
two cars and a big van back 
out on to a country road is 
not easy, especially when you 

are giggling hysterically. 

John and I are supposed to 
be doing the RAC rally for 
charity this year. I predict we 
won't even find the start. 


Sorry, just slipped into a Daily 
Mail editorial there. 


1 am not sure how Bill Clinton 
can actually cany on doing his 


Did you know that Britain is 
second only to Germany in 
lawnmower ownership? 
Makes you proud, doesn't it, 
to know that compared with 
Italy or France, we are nearly 
Up with the Germans in 
keeping our lawns trim. I 
think keeping your garden 
nice is a metaphor for other 


Having seen a team of 
women find their way to the 
Pole this week, I foe! some- 
what ashamed to describe a 
problem we had in Ipswich on 

Wednesday night. We had all 

been for a curry in town, and 
a Inree-vehiele convoy set off 
to find our hotel. Johii staved 
on the mobile phone as a ' 
Hotel receptionist talked him 
through directions. «i fa air 
traffic control bringing in a 
crippled jumbo. Having 
circled a roundabout three or 
founimes, we came to a 
crucial junction, at which 
point the phone cut out. 


Baby Spice plummeting off 
her shoes has been big news • 
this week, as it was when 
Naomi Campbell did a dive 
off her platforms at a fashion 
show: But women still totter 
round like stilt-walkers. 


making themselves vul- 
nerable — because if there's 


one thing you-can’t do In big.! 
shoes, it’s run like befl from 
an attack. That's not Girl 
Power, that's Girflmpoteiice. 

We women continue to 
swallow this One tint ft’s 
unladylike or even proof of 
being a lesbian if you wear 
flat shoes like Doc Martens. 

I'm prepared to pot up with 
that accusation, because at 
least my feet aren't killing me 
and I don’t took Eke a handy 
ostrich. 
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T be 16th century was an 
era of exploration and 
discovery. Men set out 
m Jeaky wooden boats, and 
traveled mighty oceans in 
search of terra incognita One 
£v7 Cristoforo Coldn 
-r (Columbus) — discovered 
America. And others, such as 
his namesake Mateo Colon - 
a scientist at the University of 
Padua - paddled about with 
bodies hot and cold and 
discovered... the clitoris. 

We owe this rediscovery of 
the original ditoral pioneer to 
the Argentinian novelist 
Frederico Andah azi, whose 
prize-winning novel £Z 
An a to mis la reconstructs 
Colfin's voyage into the 
nether regions. It borrows 
*} heavily from Colon’s De Re 
Anaiomica (“lei’s start at the 
very beginning/a very good 
place to start 7..“) and 
indicates just how the 
scientist substituted the word 
“clitoris" for the legend “here 
dragons" on the 
xmatomical map of woman. 

So there we are. We know 
who discovered America, 
Australia, the Antarctic and 
the clitoris. True, a 
correspondent to this 
newspaper, Graeme Fife, 
revealed on Thursday that the 
Latin poet Juvenal had 
already made reference to the 
clitoris, though for some 
Roman reason he called it 
“cock’s comb". But Mr Fife 
will allow that we then had to 
wait one-and-a-half millennia 
before the clitoris 
reappeared. So Juvenal’s *■ 
knowledge is a bit like Eric 
the Red’s Vineland voyage; 
he went there, but he didn't 
quite manage to “discover” 

:he thing property (which may 
Recount for the cock's comb). 

Well, of course, centuries 
before Columbus - or even 
Eric the Red - hundreds of 
thousands of Amerindians 
criss-crossed the prairies and 
pueblos of the “undiscovered” 
continent. They pitched their 
tepees on unknown lands, 
grew crops in virgin soil and 
drank from uncharted 
streams. They even had 
names for all these places 
(though many of them were 
too long). 

And my guess is that the 
same is probably true of the 
clitoris. From what little I 
know of that fabulous organ, 

I should imagine that - over 
the million or so years of 


human history - a few women 
may have discovered it for 
themselves, even if only 
accidentally. After all, while it 
is quite feasible that the 
quinqueremes of Nineveh - 
unable ever to travel more 
than a few miles from land - 
mighL have missed America, 
the same geographical 
improbability hardly applies 
to the clitoris, I will say no 
more. 

However, that is not what 
we have come to mean by 
“discovery". If we look at how 
the term is used, we see that 
it applies only under certain 
very precise circumstances. 
First, in general white men 
must do the discovering. 
There is a tittle latitude here, 
as in “the Chinese first used 
gunpowder", but only because 
we know perfectly well that 
they failed to “discover” it 
properly. If they had, then we 
would now be negotiating to 
get the Isle of Wight back 
from them. 

Second, once they have 
found the thing, the white 
men must write it all up in 
scholarly fashion. This 
Amerin dians and women 
both failed to do. Where are 
the Bigfoot maps of 
Montana? And I challenge 
the politically correct brigade 
to uncover one major tract 
written by a woman on the 
subject of the clitoris before, 
say, 1850. They just couldn’t 
befogged. 

Finally- to qualify firUy- 
the discovery must be 
“useful", in die sense that the 
discoverer must be followed 
out to the thing discovered, 
by thousands of their feDow 
white men searching for 
riches, freedom and a 
reputation as a fantastic lay. 

All that then remains is the 
battle over nomenclature. It 
still rankles that the continent 
for which Columbus crossed 
the ocean blue was named 
after that johnny-come-latety 
Amerigo Vespucci (though 
we ought to be thankful that 
there is no such place as 
Vespuccia). And it is passing 
odd, is it not, that the clitoris 
doesn’t bear the name of the 
man who first discovered it. If 
it did. then the sexual history 
of the 20th century might 
have been very different. And 
colonic irrigation would 
certainly have become even 
more popular with princesses 
than it is at the moment. 


the commentators 


As worn at the foil of the 
House of Windsor 


by Glenda 

Cooper 


B y lunchtime the 
queue stretched 
round die block, but 
the women waiting 
to see a collection of 
second-hand clothes didn’t 
seem to mind. 

“It’s the mystique of her," 
said one. “It’s a moment in a 
tragic history." 

“It’s like looking at a jacket 
with someone’s blood on it or 
a bullet bole through it,” 
another added. “Looking at 
these dresses, you’re looking al 
the fall of the house of Wind- 
sor. Diana is a tragic figure." 

The chiffon, the satin, the 
sequins - they were all vested 
in historical significance as vis- 
itors to Christie's in London 
this week waited to pore over 
the 79 gowns that Diana, Prin- 
cess of Wales, is auctioning for 
charity in New York at the end 
of the month. 

They crowded into a small 
room hung in royal purple and 
festooned with blown-up pic- 
tures of the Princess to look at 
the good, the bad and the 
downright fashion disasters 
that make up the life of Diana 
over the past 15 years, from the 
flounces and furbelows of Shy 
Di to the sleek armour of 
Diana the survivor. 

Christie's has been averag- 
ing a thousand visitors a day - 
nearly three a minute - who 
come to gaze reverentially at 
the Princess’s cast-offs. Entry 
to the exhibition is condi dona] 
on buying a catalogue, the 
cheapest version of which is 
£30. By Wednesday, more than 
a million dollars bad been 
made on catalogues alone. All 
250 of the limited-edition 
£1,250 catalogues, leather- 
bound and signed by the 
Princess, have been snapped 
up, and the £150 canvas-bound 
ones are also selling well. 

Christie's is not putting a 
reserve price on any of the 
dresses, but the sale is 
expected to raise £4m. The 
two dresses that have excited 
the most interest are lot 80, a 
Victor Edelstein in oyster 
satin, which Diana models on 
the front of the catalogue, 
and lot 2, the wisp of black 
chiffon that Diana wore on the 
night of her husband's public 
admission of adultery, which 
swept her husband off the 
front pages in spectacular 
fashion. “The dress caused an 
awful lot of comment at the 
time and subsequently,” the 
catalogue comments dryly, 
“not only for its daring asym- 
metrical niching." 

The Princess has said that 
she hopes whoever buys the 
dresses will get as much enjoy- 
ment out of them as she did. 
While institutions and mus- 
eums may be interested, word 
leaked out last week that sev- 
eral leading members of New 
York's drag queen community 
have expressed an interest 



Fit for a heroine: thousands of Dfis fans have come to Christie^ to wonder at her wardrobe 

They crowded into a small room to look 
at the good, the bad and the downright 
fashion disasters that make up the life of 
Diana over the past 15 years 


Most of those who crowded 
Christie’s this week could not 
afford a dress to Di for - 
although some had spent con- 
siderable amounts of money to 
get to London. Rather, they 
wanted to pay their respects to 
Diana their heroine. It would 
be enough to make the Prince 
of Wales gnash his royal teeth 
if he could see the reverence 
that his ex-wife still inspires. 
Here was tribute to Diana of 
the Sorrows, St Diana of 
Chelsea Harbour. Despite the 
“do not touch" signs, surrep- 
dous hands reached out. If we 
were living in more supersti- 
tious times, one could imagine 
every community having a few 
threads to work signs and 
wonders. 

“I came because I admire 
her so much," said Phyllis 
Okenyl. “I think she’s won- 
derful. She does so much for 
charity. She’s a wonderful 
mother- the way she’s brought 
up her family and the way 
she's come through all her 


troubles and defined herself." 

Mrs Okenyl and her friend 
Thelma Hyde had taken the 
day off work and travelled 
down from Yorkshire, at a cost 
of £60. Add to that the £150 
that Mrs Okenyl's husband 
had spent on the catalogue for 
her, and it’s a fair sum to see 
some dresses you have do 
chance of buying. 

She wasn't the only one. 
Women had travelled from 
Pembrokeshire and Cardiff 
as well as Essex, or had sim- 
ply popped in during their 
lunch hour. 

“It’s a once in a lifetime 
opportunity." said Barbara 
Reeves, summing up the gen- 
eral feeling. “There would be 
no one else who would get this 
kind of reaction - certainty not 
anyone else in the Royal Fam- 
ily. It’s a mixture of things: the 
fairy-tale that isn’t, the experi- 
ences she had, and the won- 
derful dress she wore the night 
of Charles’s documentary -that 
was really making a statement" 


Would people have crowded 
so much to sec Diana's furni- 
ture or other possessions? 

Dr Halla Beloff, a social 
psychologist in Edinburgh, said 
the interest in her gowns 
reflects the importance that we 
attach to clothes. “It’s the func- 
tion of clothes to show the 
world who we are, or who we 
would tike them to think we 
are. That may be relatively 
near what we are, or not." 

“Clothes are very intimate," 
added Dr Martin Skinner, lec- 
turer in psychology at Warwick 
University. “They have been 
on her body. They have been 
owned by her, chosen by her 
because they represent some- 
thing to her. They are associ- 
ated with her, and her physical 
presence makes them more 
special than, say, her house or 
her other possessions." 

Some of the women didn’t 
like the thought of someone 
else wearing Diana’s clothes. 
“Who could cany it off bet- 
ter?” said Phyllis Okenyl. 


“Who else conld wear purple 
and pink together, I ask you? 
She’s a superstar." 

“I hear some of those drag 
queens in America want to 
buy them,” said Ann Hurting 
from Hambledon, who had 
bought the catalogue for her 
daughter as a present. “ I just 
don’t think that would be 
right to see her dresses on 
them." 

“I suppose wealthy people 
might buy them to tty to 
acquire a bit of her mystique, 
or if they have wonderful fig- 
ures," said Maxine Knight of 
Pembrokeshire. “1 don’t think 
1 could get my left thigh into 
one of them!" 

A few streets away in the 


local Oxfum shop, the assistant 
said pleasantly that while any- 
one’s clothes were welcomed, 
the price fixing guide indicated 
only the condition of the 
clothes and the sort of fabric, 
and not the status of the owner. 
Yes. there was a nice red one 
from Next which wasn’t that far 
distant from lot 14. a dance- 
dress by Bruce Oldfield, for 
£7.99 in size 8. “What’s the dif- 
ference?” he asked. "They’ve 
both been owned by someone 
else." 

Dr Skinner disagrees: “It is 
like the store of the woman in 
the Bible, where she did not try 
to touch Jesus, just the hem of 
his cloak. Clothes have that 
much power." 


Africa’s destiny in its own hands 

A new form of colonialism may be right for the regional powers of the continent, says Trevor Phillips 

A times empire offered the | ity of Africans that decades of tranquillity and relative growth. 
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riches involved usu- 
ally belonged to 
someone else. 

Never mind. Colo- 
nialism did its thing, 
and in Africa, the tra- 
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their new order was 
merely an extension 
of the historic tradi- 
tion of deference to 
Big Men. 

Inevitably, colo- 
nialism’s greed killed 
the goose that laid 
the golden egg. The 
crude carve-up of the 
African map in Benin 
in 1884 drew a series 
of borders that artifi- 
cially split dans, king' 
doms and tribes, and 
set up the tensions 
we see in Rwanda- 
Burundi. After inde- 
pendence, the 
favours granted to 
Big Men led to (he 
disgrace of Zaire and 
Amin's Uganda. And 
the failure to set up 
anything resembling 
a modem state left 
countries like Moz- 
ambique with illiter- 
acy rates, at inde- 
pendence, of more 
than 90 per cent. 
How could places 
with this kind of 
legacy ever compete? 

There is an 


(There is an alternative explanation : the fact that 
Botswana has always refused to set up a TV sta- 
tion may also have contributed to its stability and 
high educational standards; the joy’s still out). 

As a result, some African thinkers are begin- 
ning to ask, in whispers, whether colonialism is 
such a terrible thing. No one wants the Euro- 
peans to come back. But with the emergence of 
a group of less poor nations - you cannot call 
them nch - the possibility of African colonial- 
ism is being talked abouL Kenya, Nigeria, Libya 
(which sees itself as an African power) and South 
Africa are the senior partners in the Organisa- 
tion of African Unity. It was no surprise, then, 
that the QAU backed what was in effect a Niger- 
ian invasion of stricken Siena Leone. In many 
ways, this was the son of decisive action that 
Europe should have taken in Bosnia. Jt would 
have Wen perfect had the Nigerians been mil- 
itarily competent However, they made an effort 
The point is that the regional power has taken 
responsibility for the disaster in West Africa - 
precisely the sort of responsibility that imperial 
nations would have exercised in the past. 

There is a logic to all this. Africans cannot con- 
tinue to complain about the legacy of colonial- 
ism and the unfairness of the terms of trade with 
the rest of the world without some internal order, 
Currently, the Western obsession is something 
called democracy, though it is not often 
explained what this means in the African con- 
text; most of the nations which complain of 
Africa’s despots are run by people who cannot 
claim to have attracted a majority of votes in their 
own elections. Yes, we would all like a univer- 



Join the club. 


The Living Planet initiative was launched by 
Friends of the Earth to provide regular funding for 
our fight against environmental destruction. The 
Read Traffic Reduction Bill becoming law and 
Nirex being denied planning permission show just 
how much we can accomplish. With your help we 
can achieve so much more. 


Yes, I want to show my commitment by donating £10 
a month to the Living Planet Initiative. 

Please send me more details and banker’s order form. G 
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Alfred Hershey 


Alfred Hershey and his friends 
Max Delbriick and Salvatore 
Luria shared the 1969 Nobel 
Prize for Physiology or Medi- 
cine for their pioneering re- 
search in the 1940s and early 
1950s which established bacte- 
rial viruses (or phage) as a 
powerful experimental system 
to explore the molecular b asis 
oflife. 

These three were the founder 
members of the “phage school" 
and played quite different roles 
in this rather nebulous move- 
ment. Delbriick was its guru and 
driving force, Luria the ideas 
man, while Hershey was the 
consummate professional, 
whose work combined acute 
scientific insight with innovatory 
experimental skill. 

Hershey was bom in Michi- 
gan, in 1908, received his de- 
grees at Michigan State 
University, and served on the 
faculty of the Bacteriology De- 
partment of the Washington 
University Medical School in St 
Louis from 1934 to 1950. He 
then joined the staff of the 
Carnegie Institution of Wash- 
ington in its Genetics Research 
Unit located in the old whaling 
port of Cold Spring Harbour, ty- 
ing about 30 miles from New 
York on the north shore of Long 
Island He was to spend the rest 
of bis life there, becoming Di- 
rector of the unit in 1962 until 
his retirement in 1974, and 
then continuing to live there 
with his wife Jill in a house just 
above the Cold Spring Harbour 
laboratories. 

There is a particular experi- 
ment of Hershey*s that wfll go 
down as one of the seminal bi- 
ological contributions of this 
century. This is the so-called 
Hershey-Chase experiment 
(Martha Chase was Hershey’s 
research assistant at the rime), 
which was instrumental in con- 
vincing the scientific community 
that genes were made of nucleic 
acid 

As late as 1952 there was still 
a fierce debate going on as to 
whether it was a protein or nu- 
cleic add component of living 
organisms which constituted 
the genetic material. Hershey 
considered that the phage sys- 
tem was an ideal one with 
which to study this question and 
he and Chase began a study of 
the contributions of the protein 
and nucleic add components of 
phage particles to phage hered- 


ity- In order independently to 
foucw the fete of these two com- 
ponents during phage infec- 
tion they labelled the proteins 
with radioactive sulphur and the 
nucleic adds (in this case DNA) 
with radioactive phosphorus. 

The doubly labelled phages 
were then allowed to absorb and 
infect sensitive bacterial cells. 
A short time later the culture 
was vigorously mixed using a 
high-speed blender. After a 
short centrifugation this blend- 
ed culture was separated into 
two parts, the infected cells 
and the supernatant liquid, and 
radio ac tive assays performed on 
each. 

The results of these assays 
showed that 80 per cent of the 
phage proteins were sheared 
from the bacterial cell surfaces 
and found in the supernatant 
liquid, while 80 per cent of the 
phage DNA remained associ- 
ated with the infected cells, 
which despite the blending were 
still able to go on and produce 
new phage progeny. 

Hershey and Chase suggest- 
ed that the most plausible in- 
terpretation of these results 
was that the role of the phage 
proteins was to encapsulate 
and protect the phage DNA, to 
mediate the attachment of the 
phage to sensitive bacteria, and 
to act rather like a syringe that 
squirts the DNA into the host 
cells. On die other hand, the 
DNA was the material of hered- 
ity and determined the growth 
characteristics of the infected 
cells as well as the genetic 
make-up of the progeny phage. 

The results of this experiment 
were published in 1952, and the 
paper was enormously influen- 
tial in convincing biologists that 
nucleic arid and not protein 
comprised the generic materi- 
al, and in a remarkably short 
time this became the accepted 
belief 

In retrospect it seems sur- 
prising that the conclusions of 
the paper were accepted so 
readuy, as the results showed 
that 20 per cent of the phage 
protein did stay with the in- 
fected cells after blending and 
could have crucially influenced 
the infective process. While re- 
flecting on this experiment 
some years after he had retired, 
Hershey acknowledged that be 
had been surprised by the short 
time it took for the conclusions 
of the paper to be accepted. “I 


wasn't too impressed by the re- 
sults myself," he said “But of 
course the reason for its final ac- 
ceptance was the beautiful 
structure of DNA that came up 
soon after this time, in 1953, 
which made DNA so irresistible 
intellectually, whatever the 
facts might tie.” 

Nothing Hershey worked on 
either before or after 1952 
matched the impact of the 
blender experiment, but 
throughout his career he broke 
new ground in a great variety of 
disciplines. He initialed “suicide 
experiments", whereby the 
lethal effects of radioactive de- 
cay occurring in different parts 
of a micro-organism could be 
studied. He also performed 
some of the earliest experi- 
ments which demonstrated that 
genetic recombination could 
take place during intracellular 
phage growth, a result which 
was the forerunner of much of 
the genetic engineering that 
goes on today. 

Then, following the blender 
experiment, he went on to 
demonstrate that viral growth 
occurs in two stages; the first 
being the replication of the nu- 
cleic acid and the synthesis 
of capsid proteins, and the sec- 
ond being their assembly into 
mature viruses. And in the lat- 
er years he became a DNA 
physical chemist, examining 
the biophysical properties of 
phage DNA and showing that 
the molecules of heredity were 
long polymers of definite size; 
and he developed new ways of 
measuring the molecular 
weights of these long mole- 
cules and treating them in con- 
trolled ways so as to fractionate 
the pieces. 

In between all this he found 
rime to edit the highly influen- 
tial book The Bacteriophage 
Lambda (1971) and for a time 
even flirted with theoretical 
studies on the population 
biology of recombining phage 
particles. 

An intriguing aspect of A1 
Hershey' s research is that it was 
often in fields in which be had 
no experience or training. As he 
admitted, he was a bom dilet- 
tante. When he was well into his 
seventies I taped a conversation 
with him in which he was rem- 
iniscing about his career, and in 
answer to a query as to what 
aspects had given him most 
satisfaction he thought for a 


while and replied: “1 can’t 
disting uish too much. 

“Of course I was very excit- 
ed by the blender experiment 
because I realised that other 
people were going to be excit- 
ed by it But as far as my own 
private interests were con- 
cerned I always liked what I 
was doing. Of course there are 
depressing periods when 
nothing appears to be happen- 
ing. But whenever anything 
was happening, and even 
when nothing was happening, 
it was fim just to do phage 
experiments. 

“Later when I began playing 
around at being a physical 
chemist I enjoyed vety much 
doing work on the structure of 
DNA molecules, something 
which I would never have 
dreamed of doing before I 
started. Bui that’s the nice thing 
about doing research. Whatev- 
er you do is novel, so you always 
have this sense of novelty even 
if you are only using a new gad- 
get. That’s nothing to be proud 
of, but it's fun. And if you get 
some results with a new gadget, 
then it’s doubly fun." 

That’s a joyous postscript to 
a research career. 

Hershey clearty enjoyed do- 
ing his own experiments and, al- 
though colleagues did spend 
time working in his laboratory, 
and he collaborated with them 
and with friends at other loca- 
tions, he was never the centre 
of a large research group. His 
wide influence came partly as a 
result of his published research, 
but also through the many re- 
view articles he wrote over the 
years. These were d assies of 
their kind with their mixture 
of critical assessment, insight 
and wit, and were a great 
source of education and en- 
lightenment to generations of 
molecular biologists. 

Scientific conferences didn’t 
much appeal to him, and he at- 
tended very few. Also he didn't 
enjoy travelling. I think the 
only time he left America, apart 
from attending the Nobel cel- 
ebrations in Stockholm, was a 
visit to one of the early phage 
meetings held just outside Fans 
in 1952. After the meeting be 
and Jill spent some weeks tour- 
ing around Europe, but he nev- 
er felt inclined to repeat the 
exercise. 

Outside the laboratory his 
main relaxation was sailing. He 
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owned a day-boat moored at 
Cold Spring Harbour, which he 
and Jin sailed exuberantly in 
Long Island Bound, as many of 
their friends can testify. Also for 
many years he and JOl kept a 
sailing cruiser on the great 
lakes in North America where, 
sometimes accompanied by 
their son, Peter, they would 
spend a month each summer 
leisurely exploring the water- 
ways, and where he would un- 
wind before returning to the 
scientific scene. 

After retirement Hershey 
gave up any direct involvement 
with research. His enthusiasms 
turned in other directions, par- 
ticularly to classical music, 
which became more and more 
of a comfort as he grew older. 
Friends continued to visit him, 
and he was happy to talk about 
contemporary scientific ques- 
tions, but his interests were 
elsewhere. 

He would however still 
sometimes appear at the garden 
parties which are a feature of 
the summer conferences at 
Cold Spring Harbour. Those 
old enough to know him would 
go up and pay their respects, 
n nH maybe share a joke and a 
beer, while the younger scien- 
tists would be told that the 
spare and frail figure on the 
lawn was the mythical Her- 
shey. He was one of the last sur- 
vivors of a different scientific 
era. 

Hershey was elected to the 
National Academy of Sciences 
in 1958 and to the American 
Academy of Art and Sciences 
in 1959, and during his career 
received marry scientific hon- 
ours in addition to his Nobel 
Prize. 

Neville Symonds 

Alfred Day Hershey. biochemist 
bom Oswosso. Michigan 4 De- 
cember 1908; Assistant Bacteri- 
ologist, Washington University 
School of Medicine, St Lotus. 
Missouri 1934-36, Instructor 
1936-38, Assistant Professor 
1938-42, Associate Professor 
1942-50; staff. Genetics Research 
Unit (Department of Genetics), 
Carnegie Institution of Wash- 
ington 1950-97, Director 1962-74; 
Nobel Prize for Physiology or 
Medicine (with Max Delbriick 
and Salvatore Loria) 1969; mar- 
ried 1945 JiU Davidson (one 
son); died Syosset, New York 22 
May 1997. 



Hershey: It’s fun. And if you get some results with a new gadget, then it’s doubly fun' 



Eric Barton 


Eric Barton was perhaps the last 
upholder of a once-ingrained 
tradition in the antiquarian 
bookselling fraternity, that 
of customer intimidation. No- 
body better practised this age- 
long observance, poised on the 
knife-edge of queruJousness 
and effrontery, of barring, by 
hook or by crook, any prospec- 
tive browser from entering his 
shop. “We are dosed, sir, 
closed,” Barton would call out 
from his desk as the door was 
pushed open. “I am here only 
on urgent and personal busi- 
ness. I must ask you to leave at 
once." 

In Barton’s case this eccen- 
tricity, honed to a fine art, was 
deployed to test the seriousness 
of a collector who, if persistent 
and stout-hearted enough to 
force an entry into, again tra- 
ditionally, chaotic premises, 
found himself confronted by an 
old-world courtesy divorced as 
far as it possibly could be from 
original, choleric, intolerance: 


further, that a knowledgeable- 
ness about stock largely of an 
ephemeral nature - postcards, 
magazines, posters. letters, 
memorabilia - extended into 
scholarship of a high order, es- 
pecially in the poetry of Dylan 
Thomas and A.E. Housman 
and the life, as well as the 
writings, of Oscar Wilde. 

Proprietorship of the Baldur 
Bookshop, Richmond, a Surrey 
landmark over which he bad 
autocratically presided since 
1936, bad brought him in touch 
with a fair number of distin- 
guished figures in all walks of 
life on whom he was prepared 
to discourse in the most genial 
and entertaining manner 
imaginable. 

At Lord’s, as an MCC mem- 
ber. he occupied a favoured seat 
in front of die pavilion on the 
Tavern side. Here, a raincoat of 
unambitious cut concealed 
an oppositionally dashing en- 
semble: lemon-yellow jacket, 
sharply pressed trousers. Hands 


were rested on a walking-caQe. 
Snow-white hair, such as there 
was, was trimmed monthly by 
Trumpet's of Curzon Street, 
where aristocratic gossip was 
enthusiastically garnered. As 
much as the game in progress. 
Barton enjoyed observing his 
fellow members, not all of 
them - despite the club’s 
exclusive reputation among 
those who have never spent a 
day at “Headquarters" - pos- 
sessed of a similar suavity to 
his own: whom as they passed 
before him he would adroitly 
and perceptively pigeonhole 
with characters from his 
favourite novelists, Dickens, 
Thackeray. Henry Green, 
Anthony Pbwell. 

Fading eyesight was eventu- 
ally to rob him of the pleasures 
of the summer game, an afflic- 
tion he bore with stoicism and 
great good-humour. “Tell me.” 
he asked one day as be fruit- 
lessly raked the field of play 
with his binoculars. “Who's 


batting?" I supplied the name 
of the two batsmen at the 
wicket. “No, no. With the great- 
est possible respect: which 
team?’’ 

Eric Barton was born in 1909 
at Kew. the area of London he 
was to inhabit all his life, and 
was educated at Battersea 
Grammar School and Univer- 
sity College London. Aged 18. 
be went to work for a publish- 
er. Later he did a stint with the 
antiquarian firm of Dulau & Co. 
eventually setting up first in 
partnership, then, as befitted 
his independent spirit, on his 
own. 

After the Second World War. 
in which, excused from front- 
line service because of a per- 
forated eardrum, he served 
with the Royal Army Medical 
Corps, shortage of capital de- 
prived him of a distinguished li- 
brary of French books which 
might have changed the course 
of his bookselling career. Yet 
with the ephemeral treasures ho 


did market - the comic post- 
card, the children's book, the 
memorabilia of murder (he wqs 
a Jack the Ripper buff as , 
as an authority on the arid-bath 
murderer, John George Haig) 
- be bad a closer affinity than 
with the grander, more main- 
stream, expensive landmarks 
of the printer’s art. 

This concentration on minu- 
tiae did not blind him to Che ne- 
cessity for public action on two 
important literary fronts: the 
preservation for the nation of 
Dylan Thomas’s boathouse at 
Laugharne; and the erection of 
an LCC plaque on the Tile 
Street house of Oscar Wide. 
Both enterprises were crowned 
with success. 

Timothy <TArcb Smith 

Eric William Wild Barton, book- 
seller. bom Kew, Surrey 7 May 
1909; married 1948 Irina 
Ronlands- Wisbcach ( two sons, 
and one daughter deceased): 
died London 21 May 1997. 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 
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BIRTHS 

McCKYSTAL: On 3 June al Queen 
Char tone's Hospital, to Amanda 
twx- Evans) and Damico, a son (Kh 
Charles), a brother for Jemima. 

DEATHS 

TAYLQR: Henry Shearer, aged 76, 
mueb-foved husband of Liddy, father 
of <ax and grand fa liter of lu. on 28 
May. peacefully, in Si Mary's Hospice. 
Uhfcrctan. Cumbria. 

Ansona cements for Gazette BERTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 
Adoptions. Marriages, Deaths, Memo- 
rial services. Wedding anniversaries. In 
Memoriaml should be sent in writing 
to Ox Gazette Editoc The Independent, 
1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf. Lon- 
don El-J 5DL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (24-honr answering machine 
0171-293 2012) or fated to 0171-293 
2010. and are charged at £630 a line 
rVAT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
mnncescnls f notices, fimetfans, Ftartb- 
comfng marriages. Marriages') must be 
submitted fn writing lor fined) and are 
charged al £10 a line. VAT extra. They 

should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone number. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TODAY TV Duke *T Wk mil MM Bait En 
Aorwnl ibrlbaDc Sup ficnmUi u Shan; 
Surd Out.. Inremee HjtKuit Jlirnth a tan- 
dsm pren’h* the ftnvtlutbmncaallbc T»W 
JIjU, hnwntrr, ifm- the Imvmw Aqua draw. 
Borin Paii- [nvcrttai: and open, the erw ^fliers 
rtTbc VtaBcn't Rnjal Vriuoui* Sciw. Kenned) 
Suva. Inn-re-.-. >. 


Bilging of the Guard 
IAV TV HowcbaM Ceialiy Mounted Refi- 
ll mutrals Ik Qnrtn> Life Gigu il al Hone 
nb, I fane to BstulinB Svou Guaubmuunn 
jiKcn 4 Guard, al Bnrtfnriwm Mm. Jpm. 
lORROn: The HnmcbAl Cavaferj Mo- 
raine m imMUl 1 - the Quern' » Life Guard al 
wCuanR fUEun: It! Bat0i»0 bWXt Gianb 

act i he Oihui\ Guardi al 

re. I LVbm. hand ppwiM t* '-rfcaaJKT 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Lady Elizabeth Anson, par- 
ty planner. 56; Mr Derek Barron, for- 
mer chairman and chief executive. 
Ford Motor Co, 68; The Right Rev 
Michael Baughen. former Bishop of 
Chester, 67; Miss Aim Beach, actress 
and singer. 59; Sir Wilfred Cockcroft, 
chairman. Educational Project Re- 
sources, 74; Mr David Cbiendge, for- 
mer chairman of Lloyd's, 65; Miss 
Elizabeth Counsell, actress. 55; Sir 
Murray Fox, former Lord Mayor of 
London, 85; Mr Martyn Goff, exec- 
utive chairman, Soiheran’s, 74; Mr 
James Ivory, Glm director, 69; Mr Pe- 
rer Jones, former director. Atomic 
Weapons Research Establishment, 
72; Mr Tom Jones, singer, 57; Mr 
Jaime Laredo, violinist, 56; Sir Eric 
McDowell, chairman. Capita Man, 
agcfflcni Consultants, 72; Miss Vir- 
ginia McKenna, actress. 66; Mr 
Prince Rogers Nelson (“Prince"), 
rock musician, 57; Mr Thomas A t- 
fbn Owen, former director, Welsh 
Arts Council, 64; Mr Michael Pen- 
nington, actor and writer, 54; Mr 
Ronald Pickup, actor, 57; Mr Neal 
Radford, cricketer, 40; Mr Jim Rose, 
former chairman. Penguin Books, 88; 
The Wry Rev John A. Simpson, 
Dean of Caniertmiy, 64; Professor Sr 
William Stewart, former Chief Sci- 
entific Adviser, Cabinet Office, 62; 
Mr Norman Strouse, popular com- 
poser, 69; Mr John Turner QC, for- 
mer prime minister of Canaria fig; 
Mr Mark Young, trade union leader, 
68. 

TOMORROW; Mr Colin Baker, ac- 
tor, 54; Sir Wafiam Barlow. foimer 
chairman. BiOC, 73; The Rev John 
Barrett, Headmaster, The Levs 
School, Cambridge, 54; Lord Camp- 
bell of Cray, former governm ent ram , 
ister. 76; Miss Undka Cierach, dress 
designer. 45: Mr Michael Codron, 
theatrical producer. 67; Professor Al- 
ice Coleman, geographer, 74; Pro- 
fessor Francis Dick, biologist. 81 ; Mr 
Hugh Faulkner. Honorary Director, 
Persistent Virus Disease Research 


Foundation, SI; Eari Ferrers, former 
government minister, 68; Sir lain 
Glidewefl. a Lord Justice of Appeal, 
73; Miss Gwen Harwood, poet, 77; 
Mr Ray Illingworth, chairman of the 
England cricket selectors, 65: Lord 
Kirkwood, a Senator of the College 
of Justice in Scotland. 65; Sir Michael 
Levey, former Director, National 
Gallery, 70; Lady Littler, foimer 
Director-General, IBA, 65; Miss 
Mfllicent Martin, actress and singer, 
63; Dame Jean Maxwell-Soon, roy- 
al equerry, 74; Sir Ian Morrow, for- 
mer chairman, MAL 85; Mr Tony 
Mottram, tennis player, 77; Mr Doug 
Moumjqy, snooker player, 55; Miss 
Alison Moyet. rock singer, 36; Mr 
Roger Murray, president, Cargill 
Europe. 61; Maj-Gen Wiliam 
OcQing, President, English-Speaking 
Union, Eastern Counties. 88; Sir Eric 
Parker, chairman, Graham Consult- 
ing, 64; Sir David Poole, High Court 
judge, 59; Lord Pritchard, former 
company chairman, 87; Brigadier 
Gael Ramsey, director. National 
Centre far Leadership. 55; Mr Nick 
Rhodes, rode keyboard player, 35; Sir 
Julian Ridsdale, former MP. 82; 
Miss Nancy Sinatra, 57; Dr Robert 
Stevens, Master, Pembroke College, 
Oxford. 64; Mr Martin Thylor, chief 
executive, Barclays Bank, 45; Mr 
John Thompson, former Director of 
Radio, EBA. 68; Mr Derek Uoder- 
wood, cricketer, 52; Dame Anne Whr- 
burton. former diplomat, 70; Mr 
Graham Watson, literary agent, 84; 
Sir Alwyn Wjflfams, fanner vice-chan- 
cellor, Glasgow University, 76. 


Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births: George Bryan 
■‘Beau" BrummdL dandy, 1778; En- 
gine Henri- Paul Gauguin, painter, 
1848; Ernest William Homung, nov- 
elist, 1866; Charles Rennie Mackin- 
tosh, architect, 1868; Elizabeth 
Bowen (Elizabeth Dorothea Cole), 
novelist, 1899. Deaths: Robert I (the 
Brace), King of Scotland, 1329; Jean 
Harlow (Hariean Carpenter), ac- 


tress. 1937; Dorothy Parker (Roth- 
schild), poet and journalist, 1967; Ed- 
ward Morgan Easier, novelist, J 970; 
Dennis Christopher George Potter, 
playwright and scriptwriter, 1994. On 
this day: King Henry VIQ of England 
and King Francis 1 of France met at 
the Field of the Cloth of Gold, 1520; 
the Addled Parliament was dissolved, 
1614; Britten's opera Peter Crimes was 
first produced, 1945. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Antony Gianelli, St 
Column of Dromore, St Gottschalk, 
St Meriadoc or Mcriasek. St Paul I 
of Constantinople, St Robert of 
Newminster. St Vulfiaghis or Wulphy 
and Si Willibald. 

TOMORROW: Births: Robert Alex- 
ander Schumann, composer, 1810; 
Charles Rcade, novelist, 1814; Sir 
John Everett MQIais. painter, 1829; 
Frank Lloyd Wright, architect, 1869. 
Deaths: The Prophet Mohammed, 
632; Thomas Paine, radical author, 
1809; Mrs Sarah Siddons (Sarah 
Kemble), actress, 1831; Gerard Man- 
ley Hopkins, poet. 1889; Sir Norman 
Hartnell, royal dressmaker. 1979. On 
this day: the electric suction vacuum- 
cleaner was patented, 1S69; James 
Eari Ray was arrested in London and 
charged with the murder of Martin 
Luther King, 1968. Tomorrow is the 
Feast Day of St Cloud of Metz, St 
Maxuninus of Aix, St Medard and St 
William of York or TbwayL 

Lectures 

today 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Lucy 
Pratt, “Tread Softly: shoes from the 
V&A collection”, 230pm. 

British Museum: George Hart “An- 
cient Faces: an introduction”, 
1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: David 
King. “*I am an Ill-tempered Pig and 
Glory in If; W.S. Gilbcn". 3pm. 

tomorrow 

National Portrait Gallery: John K.D. 
Cooper. “Mirrors in An”. 3pm. 


The tale of Columba and the adolescents 


The 1.400th anniversary of the death of 
St Columba is a timely opportunity to point 
out what a deeply pernicious influence 
Celtic spirituality has been. The word 
“Celtic" works upon the Anglo-Saxon 
imagination rather as whisky works on the 
reservation Indian: promising freedom and 
delight and delivering only a choking 
swamp of self-pity. It is obviously too late 
for any serious revisionist attempt to as- 
sociate Celtic spirituality with such tilings 
as mistletoe and human sacrifices burned 
alive in wicker baskets. But there is no need 
to acquiesce in silence to what is going on. 
We can at least point out what a strong 
odour of lavender and health foods hangs 
around the subjecL 

There need be nothing wrong m mis- 
understanding the pasL Most revolutions 
are actually created by people who want 
to return to some golden age; without an 
idea of the purity of the early church, there 
would have been no Reformation; with- 
out the mythical Noble Savage there 
might have been no Enlightenment. But 
it is bard to see what use a dream ctf Celtic 

spirituality dews except to take people away 

from problems that need solving. 

The Celtic church, you see. is supposed 
u> have been ecological, united not hung 
up on sex, ethnic, yet at the same time in- 
ternational; and free of all hierarchies: it 
is a long and glorious dream of adoles- 
cence. Whal little we know about it sug- 
gests something far more complicated. 
Columba himself was iho son ana nephew 
of kings. They may have been small-time 
Irish kings, but it is still difficult lo get more 
established than he was. in an era when 
power was personal and familial. 

It is true that the Celtic church had lit- 
tle hierarchy, but that is not because it was 
opposed lo nasty adult authority. The so- 


faith p reason 


The romantic whimsy which 
surrounds modem accounts of 
Celtic spirituality is a far cry 
from the earthy reality of life on 
a sixth-century Scottish island, 
argues Andrew Brown. 


rial conditions of the lime did not really 
allow for the establishment of any iar^e 
hierarchies: the collapse of the Roman 
Empire had shown whal happened to 
them. But such power as could be exer- 
cised was. Columba. os abbot of Iona, was 
firmly in charge of choosing the bishops 
for Scotland; while the disciplines and 
privations of the Celtic monastic life are 
hardly lo be imagined. Il may well be lhai 
living on seaweed, rainwater and the 
occasional fish is necessary to come dose 
to God out on some battered skenv in 
the North Atlantic. But that Ls hardly 
what most modem people seem to mean 
by it. 

The only literary treatment I know that 
does justice to the strangeness and dan- 
ger lhai those days must have had is also 
the least spiritual and the most frighten- 
ing. TH. White’s The Sword in the Stone 
is not a very sentimental book in any of 
its parts, despite the best efforts of Whit 
Disney lo turn it into an everyday tale of 
comforting magic. Even Disnev would 
have recoiled from the other three books, 
whtch with it make up The Once and 


Future King. They tell the story of the de- 
struction of Arthur by his Celtic relations. 
The Queen nf Air and Darkness opens with 
a scene in which Arthur's half-sister Mor- 
gause drops a live trussed cat into a caul- 
dron of boiling water, for magical 
purposes. This has nothing to do with 
Christianity, but it may well be a more au- 
thentic expression of what the real in- 
habitants of those parts in those tunes were 
Jike. 

White was an Englishman, and the dis- 
tinction he draws in his books between Celt 
and Saxon. Gael and GauL is not free of 
sentimentality. Nor was he sympathetic to 
Christianity: he seems to have taken its 
untruth for granted, so that the priests who J 
appear in The Once and Future King arc v 
vicar-jsh caricatures; and the Irish saints J 
take time off from their hermitages to get 
drunk and hit people with shillelaghs. But 
he did understand the pressures of dark- 
ness and confusion to which religion is a 
response. Beneath the magic and the sen- 
timentality, Jhe Once and Future King 's 
a book about sin, and its workings out. 

Anhur sleeps ail unknowing with his 

own half-sister and begets the child who 
will kill him, but, long before, the roots 
of that disaster were planted by his father- 
Magic can do anything in that world 
except restore innocence. 

As I said, this is a deepfy pagan view. 

It offers no possibility of renewal, or re- 
pentance, though il is full of remorse. It 
is the drama of Eden, and expulsion from 
Eden. Yet exactly that hopelessness and 
sense of a world groaning under weight 
of cumulative sin brings TH. White far 
closer to Columba's real world than any- 
thing now sold as “Celtic Spirituality”. 

• 'Faith & Reason ' is edited by Paul Falkiy 
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Financials lead the field as Footsie surges on rate rise 




Blue chips recaptured their 
P^st'deciion sparkle. Footsie 
j points higher to 

arousing hopes it could 
dc back in reconi-brcaJdng 
lorm next week. 

The base rate move was 
seen as reducing the danger of 
an aggressiw ruq of increases 
ana New York, which seems to 
ne enjoying one of its periods 
when it exerts a deep fascina- 
tion for the stock market, put 
on a buoyant early display. 

Financials were back in de- 
mand, They drew strength 
from the higher interest rates 
and takeover speculation. 

Abbey National and Halifax 
the building societies turned 
banks, took advantage of the 
0-5 per cent base rate increase 

by lifting their mortgage rates 
035 per cent. In brisk trading 
Abbey rose 16p to 859ip and 
Halifax 6p to 7355p. 

Abbey was again influenced 
by the story that National 
Westminster Bank is on the 


prowl. Many are convinced 
the two have resumed talks. 

The possibility of a deal 
pushed NatWesl up nearly 50p 
at one time; the shares closed 
43.5p higher at 780.5p. Royal 
Bank of Scotland gained 23p 
to 624p. 

Insurances, awaiting Nor- 
wich Union, were in the mon- 
ey, Commercial Union jumped 
29p to 7G1.5p and General Ac- 
cident 20p to 9l3.5p. Nikko, 
the Japanese-owned securi- 
ties house, believes Norwich 
will be a buy up to 327p. 

It was as if the elements 
combined to generate heady 
activity among Footsie con- 
stituents. It was a blue chips 
surge with the rest of the mar- 
ket trailing in its wake. 

Cable & Wireless was by far 
the best-performing blue chip, 
soaring nearly 15 per cent to 
572p on its long-awaited Chi- 
nese deal over Hong Kong 
Telecom. In frantic late- after- 
noon trading there was a rush 
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to climb on the Cable band- 
wagon with many investors 
encouraged by the even-hand- 
ed nature of the HKT deal and 
the entry it provides for Cable 
in China. Seaq put turnover at 
nearly 24 million shares. 

Lasmo continued lo fight its 
way from the Footsie relega- 
tion zone with a 16p gain to 
275p as the oil group’s asset es- 
timates were raised following 
its latest Venezuelan deal. 
Rank's decision to bring 

forward the sale of its re- 
maining 20 per cent of the 
Rank Xerox office equipment 
group produced a 26p gain to 
4483p. It should pull in around 
£lbn with £250m scheduled for 
a share buy back. 


British Aerospace climbed a 
further 41-5p to 1 JI5p and Na- 
tional Power returned to win- 
ning ways with a 15p advance 
to 5163p. 

Bass, the brewing and hotel 
group, missed the party. It fell 
I9p to 754p as Merrill Lynch 
downgraded. This year’s figure 
is thought to have been cut by 
£6m to £722m and next by 
£12m to £778m. 

And poor old BTR re- 
mained the scene of abject de- 
pression. It is nearly the case 
of another day, another low. 
The shares achieved the dubi- 
ous distinction of recording the 
worst Footsie fall, off 5p to 
18S.5p. The slide has already 
prompted calls for boardroom 


changes at the once highly re- 
garded conglomerate. 

Raittrack retreated a further 
10 Jp to 647.5p in the bee of 
the Westminster furore and 
Scottish & Newcastle’s near 
continuous slide from 700p 
went on with a 4p decline to 
660 .5p. Others under the whip 
and tuning 12-month lows in- 
cluded Albert Hsber, 13p to 
36_5p, ML Laboratories, 43p 
to 174.5p and Storehouse, 3p 
to 191p. 

FKL the engineer, added 4p 
to 179p; Mercury Asset Man- 
agement acquired 53 million 
shares, increasing its Stake to 
16 per cenL J Sahasbmy shad- 
ed 2p to 349p with BZW said 

to be negative. 

Goldsboroogh was the day’s 
top performer, up 27 per cent 
to 1723p following the £76.7m 
Bupa bid, CNC Properties 
slipped 2p to 77.5p. On 
Wednesday h said it had re- 
ceived a bid approach; yester- 
day it said no offer had been 


received and it was not in 
talks which might lead to a bid. 

Dragon Oil fell 0.5p to 
225p. It is raising £615m via 
a rights issue and intends to 
spend the cash developing in- 
terests in the Far East and 
Turkmenistan. 

Bostrom, a vehicle compo- 
nents group, held at 28 lp as 
stockbroker Albert E Sharp 
made enthusiastic noises, fore- 
casting profits tm from £5.85m 
last year to £<5.7m this and 
£7.6mnexL 

ERA, the loss-making re- 
tailer, held at 53p. It has said 
disposals are under consider- 
ation. One suggestion is it in- 
tends to seU its Beatties model 
shops to Hamleys; the toy re- 
tailer unchanged at 285 .5p. 

Aflders, the department store 
chain, held at 21 7p. Stockbro- 
ker Greig Middleton believes 
the shares remain undervalued. 
It expects profits to hit 09m this 
year, up from £11.4 m. with 
i likely 


£22m : 


' next year. 


□ Ex-Lands Properties rose 

P to 18-5p as Maiylebone 
Warwick Balfour emerged as 
its bid target. It is paving 
£21.bn In shares and' war- 
rants. Three MWB men join 
roe board and Christopher 
and brothers Graham 
and Robert Bonnie are quit- 
ting. The arrival of MWB is 
something of a surprise. The 
gronp held talks with Martin 
Myers who has extensive 
property interests. Last 
month he announced a 7.1 

per cent Ex-Lands stake. 

□ Old English Pub Co. 
which has grown from 10 
Outlets to 86 in four years, 
has the backing of stockbro- 
ker Granville Davies which 
forecasts profits will hit 
£7.6m by 2000 against £1.6m 
last year. It believes OEPCs 
strength is operating in the 
rural pub market where ma- 
jor competitors are few: The 
shares are 237 Jp. 
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Industry backlash as base rates nleu##*® 


Michael Harrison 


The City greeted yesterday’s 
quarter point rise in interest 
rales enthusiastically but 
there was an angry reaction 
from industry, fearful that it 
will drive the pound higher 
and further damage export 
prospects. 

At the end of its first meet- 
ing since being given opera- 
tional independence to set 
rates, the Bank of England’s 
monetary policy committee 


sanctioned an increase from 

6-25 per cent to 6.5 per cent. 

The rate rise had been ex- 
pected following comments by 
the Bank’s Governor, Eddie 
George, earlier this week about 
the inflationary impact of the 
building society windfalls. Most 
City economists are pencilling 
in « least one more quarter 
point rate rise this year. 

The monetary committee 
said the increase was needed to 
achieve continued growth in 
outout and employment at a 


sustainable rate. It added that 
the latest monetary and eco- 
nomic data was consistent with 
the Bank's last inflation report 
three weeks ago. This said that 
notwithstanding the strength of 
sterling, which was helping re- 
strain inflation, there was like- 
ly to be a need for a “further 
moderate tightening of policy” . 

The Bank declined to com- 
ment on how the committee 
had voted and whether it had 
backed the rate rise unani- 
mously. This wiU emerge when 


the minutes of the two-day 
meting are published in six 
weeks’ time. 

Foreign exchange, equity 
and bond markets took the rate 
rise in their stride. The pound 
Armed initially against the 
deutschmark but then lost 
ground to close 1-5 pfennings 
lower in London whil e gil ts 
rose marginally and the FTSE 
100 Index put on 6S.8 points to 
closest 4,645. 

Neil Maddnnon of Citibank 
said: “I certainly think it’s the 


right move by the Bank and my 
guess is that there are probably 
a few more interest rate in- 
creases in the pipeline. It is clear 
that the Bank has dedoded 
not to wait for the Chancellor s 
Budget. They have decided to 
establish credibility early on." 

But the reaction from busi- 
ness was less favourable. The 
Confederation of British In- 
dustry’s chief economic advis- 
er, Kate Barker, said it was 
disappointed at the tuning of 
the increase because short- 


term inflationary pressures 
were subdued at present. “We 
would have preferred interest 
rates to be left on hold until 
after the Budget when any 
change in the fiscal stance 
could be taken into account," 
she added. 

“We remain concerned 
about the impact of higher 
interest rates on sterling at a 
time when many exporters into 
Europe are experiencing a 
sharp squeeze on their profit 
margins.” 


The Engineering Employers 
Federation also attacked the in- 
crease warning that it would 
damage the UK's manufac- 
turing base which was still 
suffering fragile demand, par- 
ticularly oveisaes because of 
the strength of the pound. 

The Institute of Directors 
backed the move, however, its 
head of policy Ruth Lea 
describing the quarter-point 
hike as “a step in the right 
direction to pre-empt infla- 
tion and maintain stability” . 
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C&W gets ‘unique 
foothold’ in China 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Ringing the change: Lord MacLaurin, chairman of Tesco, on his last day at the ‘office’, with Terence Leahy, chief executive Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

Lord MacLaurin checks out for last time 


Clifford German 


There was a distinctly end-of 
term feeling at the Seven Kings 
Suite in the Royal Lancaster 
Hotel yesterday as Lord 
MacLaurin bowed out at the 
Tesco annual general meeting 
after 38 years with the compa- 
ny. 27 of them on the board. His 
last appearance as chairman 
brought to an end an era which 
began when Tesco 's founder Sir 
Jack Cohen was still in charge 
of a company which operated 
under the philosophy of “pile it 
high, sell it cheap". 

Lord MacLaurin 's reign, 
though, has seen that philospo- 


hy consigned to history and 
ended with the company as 
market leader and a reputation 
in the City as one of the 
strongest shares In the retail sec- 
tor. 

Around 300 shareholders 
gathered to hear him make bis 
valedictory report, and collect 
a doggy-tag containing a bot- 
tle of Australian red wine. He 
presides over a company whose 
share price has risen while he 
has been on the board from 20p 


in 1970 to yesterdays price of 
374p, comfortably o’utperform- 


374p, comfortably outperform- 
ing the stock market over the 
years. But in the circumstances 
Lord MacLaurin’s farewell 


statement was a rather low-key 
affair. 

The meeting was all over in 
62 minutes. Questions from 
the floor began and ended with 
a copious amount of eulogies 
for Lord MacLaurin The first 
question from a small share- 
holder drew a parallel between 
his successful time at Tesco 
and the success of the England 
cricket team in the First Test 
against Australia. 

They ended with a fulsome 
tribute from David Rough, the 
group director of investments at 
Legal & General, who spoke for 
the institutional shareholders. 

“This man made Tesco a 


global player in the Premier 
League”, Mr Rough enthused. 
“He presided over nothing less 
than a revolution in retailing. He 
reinvented and rejuvenated the 
company twice, maybe three 
times. He masterminded 
Tesco's move from a succession 
of small stores into a range of 
large High Street stores in the 
seventies, then spearheaded 
the shift towards edge of town 
superstores in the Eighties." 

Mr Rough also praised the re- 
tiring chairman's skills as a 
member of the Chelsea Youth 
team in the fifties alongside Jim- 
my Grieves and the fact that he 
was captain of the English 


Schools cricket XI, before em- 
barking on a career in business 
instead of sport and he specu- 
lated on which career would 
have been the more financial- 
ly rewarding nowadays. 

Some shareholders pressed 
him to show more concern 
with environmental worries 
and rethink plans for new su- 
permarkets in sensitive parts of 
the country. Others took time 
to praise Tesco’s efforts to 
bring commercial choice to 
their former homelands in 
Hungary, Poland and the Czech 
republic. 

Lord MacLaurin played 
them all with equal sureness. 


Cable & Wireless yesterday 
pulled off its long-awaited deal 
with the Chinese government, 
selling part of the UK group's 
lucrative stake in Hong Kong's 
main telephone network and 
gaining what it hailed as a 
unique foothold in China, one 
of the world's fastest growing 
communications- markets. 

After months of talks Dick 
Brown, C&W chief executive, 
secured a significant coup by 
I concluding the agreement with 
the Chinese Ministry of Posts 
and Telecommunications, before 
I Britain hands over control of 
Hong Kong. In the first phase 
C&W will sell 5 5 per cent of the 
its 59 per cent stake in Hong 
Kong Telecom to China Tele- 
com, the main state operator. In 
later stages C&W has conced- 
ed that it could reduce its share- 
holding below 50 per cent 
towards parity with the Chinese. 

The deal would raise 
HK$9,177ra (£726m) for C&W, 
valuing Hong Kong shares at 
HK $14.25. well below yester- 
day’s dosing price of $ 1 8.98. The 
group defended the low selling 
price, arguing it was the average 
trading value in recent montie. 
C&W would use the cash to pay 
off debt before examining 
further acquisitions. 


The announcement sent 
C&Ws share price soaring by 
74.5p to a record high of 572p, 
adding almost £1.7bn to the 
group's market value. The pre- 
vious peak of 546p for C&W 
shares was last year during the 
abandoned merger talks with 
British Telecom. 

In return C&W said it had 
achieved the first significant 
foothold by an outside telecom- 
munications group into China, 
a market with huge growth po- 
tential where just 7 per cent of 
customers have phone connec- 
tions. “China Telecom is grow- 
ing at the rate of one British 
Telecom every fifteen months,” 
said Rodney Olsen, the finance 
director. 

Speaking from Peking, Mr 
Brown said one possibility was 
that future deals with China 
Telecom could be done through 
share swaps. “Certainly this is 
not the end of announcements. 
Others will follow but we don’t 
want to be held to a date.... It 
could lead to a situation where 
we go below 50 per cent, where 
we go below a shareholding 
equal to China.” He added that 
any further share sales would be 
“mutually agreed" with the 
Chinese. 

It was less clear yesterday 
what China Telecom had of- 
fered to C&W in return. The 
“unique opportunity" was the 


right to become the major in- 
vestor in China Telecom’s sub- 


sidiary in Hong Ko ng, set up to 
develop a foothold in ■ the 


develop a foothold in • the 
colony. Mr Olson said the 
subsidiary was vehicle to invest 
in China itself, getting round a 
ban on direct stakes by foreign 
companies. 

“This establishes the; plat- 
form for news to come later. It 
won’t come in the weeks ahead, 
but certainly in the months 
ahead. There is mudi to be.dbne 
and that’s in the interests ofboth 
of us,” Mr Brown said. 

Analysts were guarded about 
the deal last night, pointing to 


the difficulty of valuing oppor- 
tunities in China. Mark Lam- 


tunities in China. Mark Lam- 
bert, a telecommunications 
analyst with NatWest Markets, 
said: “In principle, access to Chi- 
na is fantastic, but we don’t know 
the details of this deal We 
don’t know what price they are 
paying, or the size of stake they 
will get.” 

The announcement caps al- 
most a year of high profile deals 


by Mr Brown since be joined 
C&W in July 1996. His two pre- 


C&W in July 1996. His two pre- 
vious coups were to extricate 
C&W from an alliance in Ger- 
many with the utility group 
Veba, and the deal to attack the 
UK phone and cable TV mar- 
ket by merging Mercmy with 
three ’cable companies to form 
C&W Communications. 


Softer terms expected 
on Maastricht criteria 


John Shepherd 


Who wi!S be in EMU? The financial markets' view 


Ecclestone fuels City 
fears on FI flotation 


Goldsborough agrees 
£76m offer from Bupa 


Chris Godsmark 


Progress towards the planned 
£2bn flotation of the Formula 
One grand prix empire is at- 
tracting growing concern in the 
City after the apparent reluc- 
tance of Bemie Ecclestone, 
owner of the promotional op- 
eration. to disclose details of the 
business. 

In an unusual move, Mr Ec- 
clestone is understood to have 
ordered that circulation of re- 
search notes written by the se- 
lect group of City analysts 
invited to follow the flotation is 
restricted to a small number of 
big institutional investors. It 
means the first chance to study 
details of the businesses, to be 
grouped into a Formula One 
holding company, will be when 
the formal prospectus document 
is published by Salomon Broth- 
ers, the US investment bank 
managing the flotation. In most 
flotations these research nores 
are circulated widely, giving an 
early opportunity to value a 
company prior to the publica- 
tion of the prospectus itself. 


Separately yesterday Christ- 
ian Purslow of Salomon Broth- 
ers, which is handling the offer, 
said he could not confirm 
whether the float would take 
place at all. “We are just work- 
ing away on (his and I cannot 
say whether there will or won’t 
be a flotation, though we expect 
to m3ke an announcement in 
the near future." Mr Purslow 
said the ■tentative” timetahle 
agreed with Mr Ecclestone, 
thought to be to float the busi- 
ness at the British Grand Prix 
on 13 July, had not changed. 

Salomon Brothers have al- 
ready raised eyebrows in some 
City circles by effectively ex- 
cluding analysis from some 
well-known broking bouses 
from progress briefings on the 
flotations. Those analysts invited 
into the “inner circle" to meet 
Mr Ecclestone are from secu- 
rities houses and merchant 
banks which arc also sub-un- 
derwriters to the float itself. A 

similar procedure was used 
during the flotation of British 
Sky Broadcasting. 

Details of Formula One rev- 


enues have been closely await- 
ed in the City and in motor rac- 
ing circles, because mast of his 
deals to sell exclusive television 
rights for grand prix races have 
until now been a closely guard- 
ed secret. Intensive negota- 
tions have continued between 
Salomon Brothers, Mr Eccle- 
stone and the Stock Exchange 
over how much or how little of 
this information is laid out in the 
prospectus. At issue is how 
much each cash television com- 


Sameena Ahmad 


pany pays to broadcast races, 
facts which would be a pre- 


faces which would be a pre- 
requisite for an accurate valu- 
ation of the business before a 
flotation. 

The latesi obstacle in the way 
of the increasingly complex 
public offering caine as the 
leading teams have continued 
to demand a more substantial 
stake in the floated company. 
Salomon Brothers' most re- 
cent plan was to sell around 50 
per cent to public, with Mr Ec- 
clestone keeping a 30 per cent 
stake and 10 per cent each go- 
ing to the teams and to the 
sport’s governing body. 


I Goldsborough, which exactly a 
1 year ago fought off a hostile 
takeover bid from Westminster 
Health Care, yesterday agreed 
to a £76. 7m cash offer from 
Bupa. the healthcare provider. 

The bid values Goldsbor- 
ough at 175p a share plus a 1.4p 
interim dividend, and left the 
group's shares 37 percent high- 
er at I725p. The rise means ihal 
Westminster’s 9. 1 per cent stake 
in Goldsborough. built aL the 
time of its attempted offer, is 
now worth £6.9m. almost £2m 
more than before the Bupa 
bid. “It’s nice that we got our 
money back,” joked Pat Carter. 
Westminster's chief executive. 

Graham Smith. Goldsbor- 
ough *s chief executive, said the 
offer, which at 176.4p is 20p 
higher than Westminsters 
L56p-a-share cash alternative, 
vindicated his controversial de- 
cision to fend off last year's bid: 
“We always fell that Westmin- 
ster’s price was inadequate." 

Analysts welcomed the deal 
and said further consolidation 
was to come in the nursing 


homes sector. Raul Sapcr, of in- 
dusuy consultants Laing& Bub- 
son, said: “This is not the end of 
the story. The attitude in this sec- 
tor is buy anything that moves. 
Where does it leave Communi- 
ty Hospitals, for instance?" 

Bupa. which yesterday 
bought Goldsborough shares in 
the market, increasing its stake 
lo 29.3 per cent, is unlikely to 
be outbid. Peter Jacobs. Bupa's 
chief executive, also refuted 
suggestions that buying Golds- 
borough, which adds 32 nursing 
homes to its own 44 and sir hos- 
pitals to its 29. might raise mo- 
nopoly issues because Bupa 
was both a provider and pur- 
chaser of healthcare services. 
“After this wc will still have just 
12 per cent of the hospital mar- 
ket and there is no geographi- 
cal overlap in the nursing 
homes," said Mr Jacobs. 

Mr Smith, who recently put 
half of Goldsbo rough's nursing 
homes up for sale, will stay on 
at Bupa to run its expanded 
nursing homes business. “It’s a 
bit ironic, given that he has been 
trying Lo move out of the busi- 
ness.” said Mr Saper. 


The chances of a single currency 
beginning on lime are contin- 
uing to fall although a majority 
of The Independent's nine- 
strong panel of economists still 
believes die 1999 start date 
will he met. 

Following a fall last week in 
the probability of EMU start- 
ing on time from 69 per cent (o 
61.4 per cent, there has been a 
further drop this week to 58.5 
per cent. The probability of a 
delay has risen sharply from 30.6 
per cent to 35.5 per cent. 

Many of the panel members 
believe there is a political will to 
press ahead with EMU and 
there will be a less rigid inter- 
pretation of (he Maastricht cri- 
teria which will result in the 
southern Mediterranean coun- 
tries. Spain and Italy, being in a 
broader-based single currency. 

Alex Garrard of UBS said: 
“The recent gold spat in Ger- 
many and the outcome of the 
French elections are likely lo 
lead to softer terms.” Along with 
other members of the panel, he 
was encouraged by the inclusion 
of many pro-Europeans in the 
new French cabinet. “On the 
whole this leaves us confident 
EMU will begin on schedule .” 

One of the main concerns is 
how the German govern menu 
m the words of Robert Prior at 
James Capel. will “have to bal- 
ance the books without creative 
accounting". 
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BA renews attack on 
union strike ballot 


F H T Hi f 


•*■ *•*■*■ 0Hta« 
BOCc a 


tlWMMM 


eta DtfjcfaagB cfcopffl 1996/n^t 1996/97 tow AU(X) 


-BhSiilH rtm ItMfKM 

io«y Market R&es BarifieHs* 

Wo {Radii Ifar | fata Sri {%) fcrAp lo «tad pqtalp 


fetrtn Oap tarto 


FTSE 100 4576.20 +19.10 

FTSE 250 4465.90 -1.90 

FTSE 350 2220 30 + 7 3 0 

FTSE SmaflCao 327724 -0.51 

FTSE AB-Share 2181.08 +6.&1 

ItewVbrk* 7322.89 +53.23 

Tokyo 20488.15 -12301 

HonoKMlO 1479552 -3606 

Frankfurt 3673.03 +11.19 


+0.4 4693.90 

•0.0 4729.40 


+0.3 2272.10 

-0.0 2374.2Q 


+0.3 2230.98 

+0.7 7383.41 


-0,6 20611 55 

-02 14990.90 

+0 3 3674.36 


4056.60 3.59 
4462-00 3.65 
2017.90 3.6 0 
2178.29 3.09 
1989.7B 356 
5035.94 1.73 
17303.85 0.80t 
12055 17 2 89t 
2840.77 1.49t 


Pond Bolter 

tariff nag farte) tariff tariff 

UK 6.44__L0.1L_ ZJ3 8.05 7.19 ..... 8.15. f tLondon) ,_ 1 . 6309.. +0 24c. 1 5402 £JLondon)._ 06132 .+1.09 0.6459 

US 5.59 ,616 B fig 6.86 6.88.__. 7.01 1-6325_.+).40c 15490 £ IN YfjriiJt 0.6122 + 0.11 0 64S6 

Japan. 0,50 0.78 _ 252.. 3.12 ^ (ffll flondwi) 2.0197 + 0 35ftf 2 3675. DM {London) 1 7209 -0.05pf J .5293 

Gflnnany,. _ 3 l 03 g.28 _ 5,83 6.» 6.61 _ ¥.[Loratoij_i88.49Ut0.637 160 508 ¥ (London) 1 15 575_ -Y0 565 108 845' 


£Mff_ 99 7. +0.1 ..86.4 Sbita 


-0.1 97.2 


MAIN PRICE CHANGES 


OTHER INDICATORS 


I Statistics as of 6 June 


Rises 

ec* e an 


Mb 

Qfflf b ifiTm i 

MHMCtanoj 

ncAtcui 

CMC 

1310 

HU 

75 

(X 

6.1 

rWpHliun 

TtoafeHowb 

nf 

172 

1 no 

8.5 4.7 

Lasmo 

259 

11 

4.4 

Storehouse 

194 

8 4.0 


><H »««■» tariff ta«g Wh UtatTrUgD ItaRp 

7 56 18.09 .-067 1706 RPJ 156.3+2.4pC 150.9 19Jun 

f an r *uiq nc ... n n “21 22 — 


8 4.0 I Gold E 210.28 + 0 24 250 35 Base nates - 6.25pc 6.75 


British Airways last night re- 
newed its attack on the unions 

over the decison to ballot staff 
for strike action, calling the dc- 
cison "bizarre and regrettable” 

The airline said that some 
staff who had been balloted for 
action in its World cargo divi- 
sion had yesterday endorsed 
management plans to improve 
efficiency wiih Hie aim of sav- 
ing ilhn from costs by the end 
ot the decade. 

Employees voted in favour 
nsl month of the proposals 
which protect jobs but impose 
a two year pay freeze. Boh 
Ay ling. BA's chief executive. 


said: “These kind of undertak- 
ings will improve processes and 
bring greater efficiency to our 
entire operation. 

He added that the strike bal- 
lot. called ty the Transport and 
General Workers Union, could 
only jeopardise this and other 
agreements BA had reached 
with other staff members. 

The strike ballot was called 
over BA’s derision to sell its 
long-haul eateries operation 
at Heathrow. BA defends the 
sale arguing that it is the only 
major carrier in Europe which 
still has its own catering 
operation. 
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Like it or hate it, profit is a necessary thing 


JEREMY WARNER 


'Once you start 
Peking the idea 
of profit you are 
on a slippery slope. 
Such talk is hard 
to reconcile with 
Labour's supposed 
conversion to free 
market economics’ 


J e City is worried. Nol about all the re- 
forms Gordon Brown, the Chancellor, 
is trying to push Ihrough on monetary pol- 
ity and City regulation. Nobody disagrees 

!?r7>M U T d \ W| J 1 all that. But about the forces 
i uia Labour, which now that the party is 
f/j . in power, are with growing confidence 
beginning lo stick their heads above the para- 
pet once more. 

First we had Chris Smith, the Heritage 
secretary, who, by demanding that Camekn 
au-ectors pay their bonuses to charity, has 
m effect challenged the principle that pri- 
vate-sector companies should be allowed to 

pay iheir staff and directors what they 
P^se- And then there was John Prescott, 
the Deputy Prime Minister, ranting and rav- 
m S a b°ht Rail track’s profits m a manner 
which implied that privatised utilities 
shouldn t be allowed to make a profit at all. 
It s basically taxpayers' money,*’ be said of 
Rail track's profits. 

For the time being all this is just rhetoric, 
and judging by yesterday’s developments at 
Camelot, rhetoric from which the Govern- 
ment can be persuaded lo bade away. 
Labour can hardly be blamed for wanting to 
play to its audience. Misguided and silly 
though these views might be, it is nonethe- 
less what an awful lot of people think and 
no amount of explaining the value of profit 
and incentive is going to persuade them oth- 
erwise. 


So far the new Government has confined 
its attack to the soft underbelly of business 
and finance, to the privatised utilities and the 
national lottery. These are public-service 
businesses or franchises, and monopolies to 
boot. To attack profits and pay in these com- 
panies is not the same as attacking a busi- 
nessman’s right to make money out of his 
own entrepreneurial success. Few people in 
the parliamentary Labour party, let alone 
the Government, would do that. 

Even so, once you start attacking the idea 
of profit you are on a slippeiy slope. Such 
talk is hard to reconcile with Labour’s sup- 
posed conversion to free market economics, 
for the whole raison d'etre of the capitalist 
system is the profit motive. There are no 
halfway houses here. Either it is accepted 
Ibai ihe generation of profit is the best way 
of creating wealth, choice and value in the 
economy or it is not and Labour is back there 
with Lionel Jospin and the failed policies of 
a bygone age. 

This is the case even with the privatised 
monopolies, where the idea of profit is not 
so easily defended. The fact thaL taking the 
axe to utility profits would be a breach of the 
terms under which these companies were 
sold is perhaps the least of concerns here. 
Lord knows, the City is as accomplished as 
the Government when it comes to the busi- 
ness of selling on the basis of a false 
prospectus. But the fact of the matters that 


if you want the private sector lo run and 
finance these things, you hove to give it the 
incentive to do iL And it has been the over- 
whelming experience of privatisation, even 
among tbc water and electricity companies, 
that there are huge benefits in doing so. both 
in terms of quality of service and charges. 

So the City is right to be worried. And not 
just because Labour may not be quite as 
“new” as it pretended during the election. 
The City too could find itself an object of 
attack and if it does, the City's super rich, 
many of whom are foreigners these days, are 
simply going to up slicks and go somewhere 
else. 

Presumably Tony Blair meant what he said 
yesterday when he told European leaders to 
“modernise or die". Unfortunately he can- 
not yet claim all the high ground. Labour, 
it seems, has a little modernising of itself left 
to do. It is an uncomfortable truth that high 
profits and excessive pay is pan of the price 
you pay for a successful free market econ- 
omy. No amount of moral indignation is 
going to change that. 

T he Nationwide Building Society is bend- 
ing over backwards to be nice lo the gin- 
ger group of members who want it to 
abandon its lonely adherence to mutuality 
and convert like everyone else. The direc- 
tors have even agreed lo fund the dissidents’ 
campaign expenses. But just being kind to 


the rebels is not going to persuade members 
to vote against them. Their campaign slogan, 
"if you want £ 1 , 000 , vote for us" has a very 
basic appeal which most of us are going to 
find hard to resist. 

Nonetheless. I'm instructing my wife, 
who is a member, to vote againsL whether 
she’ll listen is another thing, for there ain’t 
much doubt that voting against conversion 
requires some self sacrifice. Nationwide 
has tried to argue otherwise, and to be fair 
iheir case is not a bad one. Over the longer 
term, the argument goes, you will actually 
be better off by remaining mutual than if you 
convert. This is because money which other 
societies are having to pay out in dividends 
to their new shareholders can at the Nation- 
wide be used to fund keener borrowing and 
deposit rates. 

, This is no mere theoretical argumenL The 

I Nationwide was one of the few societies yes- 

' terday not to raise the cost of a mortgage in 

response to the Bank of England's increase 
in base rates, thereby widening the differ- 
ential with the Halifax on a variable rate 
mortgage to 0.65 per cent. On a £50,000 
mortgage, that’s worth £30 a month, or £360 
in a full year. The problem is that most peo- 
ple have smaller mortgages than that Fur- 
thermore bank shares have risen so strongly 
over the past month that Nationwide would 
probably be worth quite a lot more than 
£ 1 ,000 per member on flotation. Add in div- 


idends and the financial argument for slav- 
ing mutual doesn’t really stack up. 

if ihl I L h( \ sain ‘:’ u woul J be a crying shame 
tf the Nationwide, the last of the big mutual 
budding societies, were toeonvert Too. This 
^ not said out of any nostalgic attachment 
to the mutual tradition. O n the whole. I’m 

E?“ for prcs f naUon orders. Rather it 
£said because the Nationwide, bv striving 
lo prowfc a tangible mutual benefit to mem- 
bers, is adding some real competition to the 
market place. Without a shadow of a doubt 
mortgage rales would be higher and deposit 
rates lower if the Nationwide converted. 
J flat s not just at the Nationwide either but 
aercss the hoard. The shareholder's gain 
would be the customer’s loss. So don't do it. 
Stay mutual. 

T hai Dick Brown, the American who came 
over here to run Cable & Wireless in the 
wane of Lord Young’s spectacular boardroom 
row with James Ross, has gone and done it 
again. He s considered by many mlernallv as 
a bit of a fruitcake, hui the proof of the pud- 
o^-Already his deal-making acumen has 
suoseeoed in putting Menauv on a decent foot- 
ing for the first Lime in its largely miserable 
existence. Now he s succeeded in establishing 
a long-term relationship with China Telecom 
in a manner which seems largely io safeguard 
the company's interests in Hong Kong. Froii- 
cake or not. he’s certainly mating waves. 


Rank reaps 
£lbn from 
disposal of 
Xerox stake 


Magnus Grimond 


Rank, the Butlin's to Tom 
Cobleigh pubs leisure group, 
yesterday surprised the stock 
market by announcing the sale 
for up to £lbn of its 20 per cent 
stake in the Rank Xerox copiers 
joint venture some six months 
ahead of expectations. The deal, 
first mooted last August, 
prompted speculation that 
Rank's chief executive, Andrew 
Teare, will mount a big acquisi- 
tion. despite plans announced 
yesterday to return £250m to 
shareholders by means of a 
share buy-back later this year. 

News of the deal prompted 
a 26p rise in Rank’s shares to 
448.5p, but analysts remained 
concerned that the group may 
be tempted to splash out. One 
said: “Rank with £lbn is a bit 
like a child with a loaded gun. 
The group has been under pres- 
sure to pay back money to 
shareholders for some time. A 

3 uarter of a billion [poundsl.is 
je least they could get away 
with and that’s why the shares 
have gone up." 

He said the group’s £ipm ac- 
quisition of Tom Cobleigh last 
September had been done at 
what looked a very high price. 
The group might now go after 
Surrey Free Inns, or another 
small pub chain, but ^he 
■‘wouldn’t put it past them" to 
have a go at something bigger, 
like Scottish & Newcastle's 
struggling Center Parcs leisure 
village operation. At £800m to 
£lbn it “would be a very big 
chunk and if wiser heads pre- 


vailed, they wouldn't go ahead 
with it”, he cautioned. 

Yesterday's deal involves Xe- 
rox Corporation, the American 
joint venture partner, paying 
£5 00m on completion later this 
month and two further instal- 
ments of £ 220 m over the next 
two years. A further £60m may 
be payable in 2000 , depending 
on profits. The sale of the stake, 
which is in the books at £93 Dm, 
is expected to have a neutral ef- 
fect on earnings this year. Rank 
said the balance of the initial 
consideration not used for the 
buy-back would be used to re- 
duce debt, which was also 
around £930m at the end of last 
year, and “to invest in its leisure 
and entertainment businesses”. 

Mr Teare, who has raised 
around £l-3bn from asset sales 
since his appointment last April, 
said the group could now get out 
of “disposal mode”. He added: 
“A big piece of historic baggage 
has been dealt with.” 

Although Rank was seeking 
add-on acquisitions, he sought 
to play down talk of anything 
bigger, saying strict internal 
targets for return on capital 
meant they would steer dear of 
big, expensive deals. 

The final sale of the Rank 
Xerox stake values the joint 
venture on a broadly s im ilar ba- 
sis to an earlier £620m deal in 
February 1995 when Rank re- 
duced its effective interest from 
33 per cent to the current 20 per 
cent. 

Last year. Rank hived that off 
into a subsidiary to maximise the 
lax benefits of the disposal. 



Unruffled: Sir David Rowland faced names for the final time at the Lloyd's agm. He retires later this year 
Magnus G rt nond 


Sir David Rowland’s final con- 
frontation with the names who 
have, at times, made a snake pit 
out of his four-an d -a-half-year 
period as chairman of tbe 
Lloyd’s of London insurance 
market was a tame affair yes- 
terday. 

The 700 or so mainly elder- 
ly investors who turned up to the 
ftpnnal general meeting in Lon- 
don's Barbican concert hall 
were generally in no mood to be 
obstructive. 

The smooth Sir David, upon 
whom the mud of the past few 
tumultuous years at Lloyd’s 
resolutely foils to stick, will 
have been pleased by the well- 
oiled way in which yesterday’s 
off. 


Rowland rules 
serenely at tame 
Lloyd’s meeting 


Only the presence of Sally 
Noel, the former model and con- 
fidante of the 1960s pop group 
Small Rees, who has become 
something of a feature at these 


events, livened up the proceed- 
ings. One of tbe few moments 
to disturb Sir David’s otherwise 
unruffled composure was her 
opening words “congratulating 
you on getting when 

in other countries you would 
have been indicted”. 

Names were even less pleased 
when Ms Noel accused Lloyd’s 
of propping up the Conservative 
party by saving two of its MFs 
from bankruptcy. Praying in 
aid the dictum of Neil Hamilton, 
the former MP for Tktlon who 


even Lloyd's could not save, that 
an Fn gtishman was innocent un- 
til proven guilty, she accused the 
insurance society of blocking 
names' pursuit of justice by 
bankrupting them. 

But what really got their goat 
was her request that Ucyd’s con- 
tribute to a business justice and 
ethics foundation to stamp out 
the “fraud" which is endemic in 
corporate culture. 

“We need support from cap- 
tains of industry in upholding 
standards of morality and de- 


cency...” she began, but her 
words were drowned in sea of 
slow hand-clapping and bar- 
racking which would have done 
the Millwall terraces proud. 

Sir David, who retires later 
this year, would give nothing 
away about the identity or even 
tbe length of the shortest for his 
replacement other than that a 
selection of candidates would be 
in place by the time of the elec- 
tion in October. He reiterated 
repeatedly there was no ques- 
tion of names' unlimited liabil- 
ity being threatened, although 
he added: “We don’t have a lot 
of evidence of new traditional 
names wanting to join the mar- 
ket It ain't there.” 

Support for this comes in ev- 
idence from the Association of 
Lloyd's Names that up to two- 
thirds of its members are con- 
sidering converting their 
interest in the market to one 
which will in future limi t their 
liabilities. 


Thames to invest £44m in Indonesian project 


Michael Harrison 


Thames Water yesterday took 
its first step back into the in- 
ternational arena since it was 
forced to write off £95m on a 
series of disastrous overseas 

forays a year ago. 

The company is to take a 71 
ner cent stake in a consortium 
selected ti> manage water sup- 


plies for 5 inflUon people in the 
Indonesian capital Jakarta. 

Thames is putting up £44m 
out of total planned invest- 
ment of £l60m over the next 
five years. The concession 
which covets the eastern half of 
Jakarta and will run for -5 
years, is expected to generate 
sales of £57m a year iniuaUy, ris- 
ing to £200m. 


The joint venture with the In- 
donesian development com- 
pany, PT Kekarpola Airindo, 
will be 30 per cent equity fi- 
nanced and 70 per cent debt 
funded. 

It is Thames’ first interna- 
tional deal since it pulled out of 
a series of loss-making overseas 
ventures early last year. It part- 
ed company with its chief ex- 


ecutive, Michael Hoffman, at 
the same time. Since then 
Thames has overhauled its in- 
ternational strategy and ceased 
to be involved in the construc- 
tion of overseas projects, instead 
exporting its expertise in run- 
ning water systems. 

As Thames was signing the 
deal to supply eastern Jakarta 
it was confirmed that a con- 


sortium led by the French wa- 
ter group, Lyonnais des Eaux, 
had won the concession to man- 
age supplies for the western half 
of the dty. 

Jakarta is believed to be the 
largest single water concession 
anywhere in the world. 

Thames has half a dozen 
other major overseas contracts 
in Turkey, Thailand, China, 


Puerto Rico, Malaysia and Aus- 
tralia. Thames is not the first 
company to run into trouble 
overseas. Earlier this year Unit- 
ed Utilities wrote on £83m on 
a sewage project in Bangkok 
and last week Anglian Water 
wrote off £18.Sm on its in- 
ternational business, including 
£73 m on a venture to build a 
waste treatment plant in Brazil 


IN BRIEF 


Asda concedes defeat in GrandMet fight 

Asda. the supermarkets group, has agreed to change the pack- 
a§ing on its own-label spirits, bringing io an end a leaal dispute 
with Grand Metropolitan and Brown-Forman of the US. Grand- 
Met and Brown-Forman have halted legal action in exchange for 
a set of packaging modifications on four of Asda’s own-label spir- 
its, sold under the names of Daniel Boone's. Deep South. Wind- 
ward and Asda Peach Schnapps. The packaging changes will be 
implemented by Asda “over the next few months ’. GrandMet 
and Brown-Forman filed legal action in December, alleging the 
packaging of the Asda brands looked ven similar to tbe pack- 
aging for Jack Daniel’s Tennessee Whiskey. Southern Comfort 
Malibu and Archers Peach Schnapps. 

Royal Mail creates 700 jobs in North-west 

Royal Mail is to create more than 700 jobs at a sorting centre at 
Crewe in Cheshire. The £103m complex will open in 1999 and 
will handle a predicted doubling in mail over 10 years in the North- 
west The scheme is part of a £64m Royal Mail investment in the 
region. Ken Barker, Royal Mail general manager, said: ‘‘By ex- 
panding now we will secure the future of the business and safe- 
guard the interests of our 20.000 employees in the North-west.” 

Further raid made on Dai-lchi head office 

Investigators from the Tokyo District Public Prosecutors Office 
staged a second raid on the head office of Dai-lchi Kangyo Bank 
in connection with the alleged payoff scandal. Separately. Hiroshi 
Mhsuzuka, finance minister, hinted at tough penalties for the bank. 
Investigators are believed to be looking for evidence that the bank 
provided funds to the alleged sokaiya extortionist Ryuichi Koike. 
Mr Mitsuzuka said his ministry would respond to DKB’s alleged 
involvement in the illegal payout in a “strict manner”, and would 
also examine the possibility of conducting surprise inspections 
on banks to prevent them from concealing illegal lending. 

PowderJect float twice oversubscribed 

Paul Drayson. the chairman and chief executive of PowderJect, 
will have a shareholding worth £15.7m when the drug delivery 
company joins the stock market on 17 June valued at £1093m. 
Brian Bellhouse, the research director who together with Dr 
Drayson will own 22 per cent of the company, will be worth £133m. 
Neither director sold shares in the placing and no director will 
sell shares for two years. The offer was almost twice oversubscribed. 
PowderJect, which has pioneered the needle-less injection and 
which made an operating loss of £5m last year, is raising £35m 
of new money to fond research. The placing was underwritten 
by Robert Fleming. 

Royal Dutch Shell chairman off ‘for weeks’ 

Cor Herkstroter, chairman of Royal Dutch Shell Group, has been 
taken to hospital for medical treatment and recuperation that will 
take “some weeks”, a spokesman for the oil giant said. The com- 
pany declined to say why Mr Herkstroter, who is also president 
of Royal Dutch Petroleum, was hospitalised. John Jennings, who 
is chairman of Shell Transport and Trading, will replace Mr Herk- 
stroter as chairman of Shell Group’s committee of man agin g di- 
rectors. 

Regent Corp goes into administration 

The board of Regent Corp is placing the company into admin- 
istration because of actions by creditors. The directors said they 
would continue to look for an appropriate transaction to secure 
the future of the group. After consultation with the Stock Ex- 
change and its advisers, the company has requested the cancel- 
lation of its listings of ordinary shares and 43 per cent cumulative 
preference shares with effect from Monday. 

Hunt on for chief executive for Park Food 

Park Food, the Birkenhead-based Christmas hampers group, said 
it was seeking to recruit a chief executive over the next few months. 
Peter Johnson, chairman and controlling shareholder, said the 
winning candidate would probably come from outside the group. 
Announcing a 1.1 per cent rise in pre-tax profits to £9.61m for 
the year to March, he said the group had put behind it the prob- 
lems of last year when it faced a management buy-out attempt. 
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BenaucTs 
words of 
Wisden 


James Rampton at Edgbaston meets 
cricket s icon of the commentary box 


Richie Benaud puts down his 
BBC microphone after a com- 
mentary stint and makes a dash 
for the door of the box. He has 
an urgent appointment com- 
mentating for Australia's Chan- 
nel Nine, whose studio is sited 
across a precarious scaffolding 
walkway spanning the roof of 
the Edgbaston pavilion. At the 
door, however, he is waylaid by 
his fellow commentator Tony 
Lewis, who hands him a fistful 
of fan mail. “Thanks. I’ve got so 
much time to spare," pants Be- 
naud with a smile before walk- 
ing the plank to Channel Nine. 

The Australian television com- 
mentator had occupied an ear- 
lier break on Thursday by 
recording a link for the eve ning’ * 
highlights, before tapping away 
feverishly at a laptqp- be s a one- 
man publishing industry - and 
gulping down a lunchtime sand- 
wich (it was 4pm). On Wednes- 
day evening he had managed to 
squeeze me in for an interview 
be tween jetting in from the south 
of Fiance and a meeting and din- 
ner with his BBC producers. 

so 

at the same time? “1 just need 
to write it all down," he laughs. 
“As long as my eyes stay all nght 
and I can still read. 111 be OK." 

Benaud is a man much in de- 
mand. But that is only fitting for 
a commentator acknowledged as 
the best in the business. He has 
an enviable economy with wards, 
never using two words when one 
will do and only speaking if he 
thinks what he says wDl actual- 
ly add something to the pictures 
-a lesson certain, more excitable, 
commentators might heed. 

His simplest locutions - "got 
him" when a wicket falls, or even 
“morning, everyone" - have 
become catchphrases. They are 
parroted by aspiring impres- 
sionists and children in school 
playgrounds across the land. A 
stall at Edgbaston on Thursday 
appeared to be doing a roaring 
trade in Benaud postcards. Un- 
usually for an Australian, he has 


How does he manage to keep 
many cricket balls in the air 


taken on the status of a British 
national institution. 

That is certainly how his fel- 
low commentators view him. Be- 
naud is spoken of in hushed 
tones as a “guru" or an “icon" 
-descriptions, incidentally, that 
the modest Australian hates. 
“He’s the best," David Gower 
states simply. “He doesn’t waste 
words. Think before you pick up 
the mike’ is oik of the little gems 
of advice that he gives. It’s so 
easy just to rabbit on without 
knowing where you’re going. 
Richie has the knack of always 
knowing where he’s going." 

Lems is also a founder-mem- 
ber of the Richie Benaud Ap- 
preciation Society. “He has 
great intelligence," Lewis reck- 
ons. T know because I’ve played 
under his captaincy for a Com- 
monwealth team. He has a 
meticulous attention to detail. 
He is also able to act like a 
schoolteacher and say, ‘What 
you want to see is this; as if he 
had a blackboard. He has a won- 
derful command of words; he al- 
ways finds the right phrase." (I 
still recall him describing an Ian 
Botham hook shot in 1981 as 
“like swatting a By".) “It’s be- 
cause be trained as a journalist.” 
Lews contends. “When he was 
young, he was a court reporter." 

Under duress, the man him- 
self concurs with that assess- 
ment. “My strength is knowing 
what not to say,” says Benaud, 
after some coaxing. “There’s so 
much opportunity to keep talk- 
ing. If I am able to pull it oft it's 
because 1 started off as a jour- 
nalist in 1956. If your editor says 
to you, T want a story about Fred 
Smith in 400 words,’ it’s no good 
putting in 750, however great 
you think the story is. I was 
taught then how to condense a 
story, and I’ve always found that 
of great value in television, es- 
pecially as you’re often being 
counted down to zero. If you 
mess that up, you put things out 
for the rest of the dav." 

Benaud’s calm under the lire 
of a director shouting “3,2,1“ in 



his ear is typical. Edgbaston on 
Thursday was en fete. The fall 
of every Australian wicket was 
greeted by Barmy Army chants 
of “you’re not singing any- 
more" at the Antipodean ele- 
ment. The TV gantry, too, was 
buzzing; everyone from a Blue 
Peter presenter to Botham - 
who appeared Lo have a mobile 
phone surgically attached to his 
ear - was swarming around. 

Yet throughout die commo- 
tion Benaud was supremely un- 
ruffled. When late on in the 
afternoon the camera cut to a 
phalanx of Aussie fans who 


seemed to be trying to beat 
David Boon's in-flight record for 
lager consumption, Benaud 
raised the merest of verbal eye- 
brows. “They look happy 
enough," he mused. “Maybe 
they only came in after the Aus- 
tralian innings." The authentic 
sound of his master's voice. 

In his work, Benaud adheres 
to Pbionius's advice: “To thine 
own self be true." “The secret of 
good commentary," he observes, 
“is being yourself. A lot of peo- 
ple ask me. ‘Could you give Fred 
or Charlie or Elizabeth some tips 
about commentary?’, and I al- 


ways say no. Everyone should 
commentate in their own way. I 
have enormous respect for Dan 
Maskell, Henry Longhurst and 
Peter O'Sullevan but, if I were 
to try to copy them. I'd be gone. 
I still watch as much television 
as I can; I'm constantly trying to 
improve. It’s like playing: never 
a day goes past when I don't pick 
up something of value." 

The man's enthusiasm for a 
game he has covered for the 
BBC since 1960 is infectious. 
"After all these years," says 
Lewis, with no little awe. ‘he still 
finds the tiny details of cricket 


fascinating and sees things that 
no-one else has spotted." 

So haw on earth does this 66- 
year-old keep up the keenness 
of someone half his age? 
“There's something brilliant 
every day 1 watch, he says. 
“That’s why I love it so much. 
You can have a morning like to- 
day when eight wickets fall, 
and then in the afternoon some- 
one can score a hundred. You'd 
have to be crazy not to be en- 
thusiastic about it still. What 
more could you want in life?" 

With that, Benaud hurries 
back to his commentary position. 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Britannic Assurance 
County Championship 

ThW day of four ILO to day 

Derbyshire v Hampshire 

CHESTOffgLD: Der toyat l ir B (Bpts), wtttl an 
second-innings (rickets standtog. an 157 
ram ahead of H an qw M re f7). 
Hampstmwtuss 

DeRBVSHRE- Ffast tarings 5Z3 (A S RoBns 
210. P Alfred 83, C J Adams 79; Renshaw 


5-110). 

HAMPSHIRE - Bret timings 
lOvwrtgiC 166 for 2) 

K D James c and b Alfred - -51 

R A Smith c Adams b Dean — 154 

W S Kendall c Kitten b AJdned 35 

•J P Stephenson Ibnr b Alfred -....31 

TA N Aymes c Adams bCterte 20 

S D Udat not out - 23 

A D Mascara mas not out - 4 

Extras iB>3. nb4j 7 

Total (tar 7 dec. 121 oven) 422 


Fafl (cont): 3-220. 4-258. 5-366. 6382. 
7-418. 

Old not bet: S J Renshaw. j N B Bcwn. 
Score at 120 overs: 418 for 6. 

Bowling: DeFreitas 22-4-76-0: Hams 
29-5-95-2: Dean 18-2-86-1; Claris 
26-5-100-1: Jones 2-2-0-0: Aldred 
18-5-40-3; Cassar 6-0-220. 
DERBYSHIRE- Second Innings 


K J Barnett not out 28 

A S Rofflns not out - 22 

BOras iv>4. nb2i - 6 

Total (for O. 13 overs) 56 






[intfrnationalI 

LIVE COMMENTARY 

0891 881 485 

COUNTY 

ROUND UP 

0891 525 075 



To bat C J Adams, *D M Jones, M E Cas- 
sar, V P dart®, tK M Kitten. P Aiot®. P A 
J DeFrwtas, A J Hams. K J Dean. 

Banting Renshaw 7-1 22-0: Stephenson 
6-0-34-0. 

Umpires: G Sharp and K E Palmer 

Durban v Sussex 

CHESTER -LE-STREET: Sussex [8pts), with 
two mauibI hxdatf eliliati itwitfliig are 
279 inns ahead of Barham (7). 

Sussm wn toss 

SUSSEX - Bret bmtags 373 iN j Lenham 
93. P Moores 60; S J E frown 5 115). 


DURHAM - First bnfaqp 
lOwmlgiC 309 tar 9) 

S J E Brown c Robinson b Khan 24 

A Water not out - - 14 

Extras <05, toll. nh24J 41 

Tots! (98 overs) ... 338 


Bowing Jaws 28- 7-97-2: Drakes 27-5-90-4; 
Rotxnson 14-2-46-3; Khan 20-3-54-1: K 


Newell 9-1-34-0. 

SUSSEX - Second Innings 

N J Lenham c Boon b Water 6 

h Greenfield c Speigm b Brawn 0 

N R Tavtor c Soelgit b Water 109 

C W J Athey Itw 0 Brown 50 

K Newell c Speak b Betts 28 

M Newell C Rosebeny b Walker 6 

**P Moores not out .23 

V C Drakes lb* b Walker 2 

P W Jarvis c Saggers b Brawn 10 

A A Knan not out 1 

Extras ibl. b3. noli 8 

Total (tar 8, 78 overs) 243 


Fa* 1-3. 2-19. 3-161. 4-178, 5-206. 6 206. 
7-208. 8 235. 

To bat M A Robinson 
Bowtotg frown 20-2-55-3: Bens 18-261 ■ 1: 
Walker 24-4-61-4. Foster 8- 1-43-0: Saggers 
fr3 19-0. 

Umpires: J C Balderstone and D J Consort 

Kent v Warwickshire 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS: Warwickshire (6pts). 
with four second- bating wickets stand- 
ing, are 172 runs ahead of Kent (7). 
Wamfctafi ire won toss 
WARWICKSHIRE - Bret tunings 314 (T t 
Penney 84; J B D Thompson 5-89). 


KBIT - Hnt Innings 

lOerrvght 319 tar 8 / 

J B D Thompson not out 59 

B J Phrfups c and b Welch 41 

M J McCague c Penney b Smith 16 

Ektras ibZ ta9. wlO. nt>20) 41 

Total (131-2 ovors) 379 

Rsfl (coot): 9-352. 

Soots at 120 overs: 339 tor 8. 

Bowling: Welch 39-8-126-1; Small 
19-7-51 3: Smith 30.2-8-68-2: Brawn 
25-5-73-3: Edmond 18-7-40-1. 


WARWICKSHIRE - Second Innings 


*N V Kmgit C Fu'ron b Philip'- 30 

NMK Smith b PfrfoDS 14 

D l Hemo not Out — 113 

T L Pervtey c Strang b Ptslkps . ...3 

DPOsOerc Marsho Svarg 19 

D ft Brown C Uoflg 0 Thompson .. - 0 

A ) Moles c Futton b FSeneng 12 

6 Weicn not out _ 15 

Extras Ib8. lb?. wlOi... 25 

Total (tar 6. 78 overs) .237 


Falk 1 24. 2 100. 3-118. 4-175. 5-176. 
6 - 212 . 

To bat M D Edmond. FT Frost. G C Small. 
Bowling: Thompson 16-5-28-1; Phillips 
12-2-48-3: Fleming 18-6-40-1; Strang 
28- 7-90-1: Uong 4-2-166. 

Ungilnss: B Dudteston and R Ju&an. 


Middlesex v Leicestershire 
LORD'S: l ekes w re h ire (6pts). with seven 
second-innings wickets standing, are 121 
runs ahead of Middlesex [8V 


Len£teftMre ocn feu 
LEICESTERSHIRE - First fnrrings280 J J 
Whitaker 110: ARC Fraser 6-77i. 
MIDDLESEX - First innings 
iCXenighr: 298 tar 4j 

J C Booley c and b Bnnsor. 55 

tK R B>Dv-n Itr.v 0 Weds 5 

S P Moltat itw & Parson 35 

R L Johnson >j Parsons 13 

J P Hesnu t> Parson*; 0 

ABC Fraser not ou: 4 

P C R Tutaen c and & town 2 

Extras (bll. Ibl6. nbl6' 43 

Total (105.2 overs) 395 

Fall teont): 5 298. 6-343. 7-383. 8-38:.. 
9-391. 

Bowling: Mu'ia!i> 23-7-T5-2; Paraani 
13.2-5-22-4: Joftxcr. 12 1-48-0; Pierson 
33-3-115-2: We»5 8-0 46-1. Bnmson 
16- 1-62- L 

Umpires: V A Holder and A Carkson. 


Worthants v Nottinghamshire 

NORTHAMPTON: Nortbemptonstibe (Opts), 
wfth Are seeotttUnrdngs wlcfctfs standtaf, 
are 218 runs ahead of Nott ln gha m shtre 
(5). 

Nanhamptomfam nnnuss 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE - First Innings 235 
IJ N Snape 77; M N Bonen 5-57). 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE - First tunings 
(Ovemgtf: 299 tor 9) 

M N Bowen c Bailey b Taylor 32 

R A Pick not out . — — - B 

Extras ib4. lol4, -*2. nS16) -36 

Total (10L4 over*) 272 

Beefing; Moh a mmad Akram 20-3-79-1: 


Taytor 20.4-2-54-3; Cunan 23-9-61-4; Ero- 
burey 25- 11-36-2: Snspe 13-5-24-0. 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE - Second inrungs 


R R Montgomene r Archer b Astk? 14 

M 8 Loye 0 Astle 26 

"R J Bailey not out 78 

K M Curran c Astte h Bowen J?3 

T C Walton c Tolley b Bowen 42 

O J G Sales b Bowen 0 

j N Snaoe not out 61 

Extras ib4. tb3, nb2< 9 

Total (for 5. 693 overs) 253 


ft* 1-39. 2-40. 388. 4-144. 5-144. 

To bat ip Ripley, j E Emburey, klohammad 
Akram, J P la, tor. 

Bonflng Boren 1 7-2-77-3, Ptk 14. ’-3-530; 
Asue 16-4-33-2: Toney 1KM7.0: Baies 
6-0-22-0: Afzaa! 5-0- 1*1-0. 

Umpires: G I Burgess and J H Hams. 

Surrey v Essex 
THE OVAL: Surrey (6pts). wttb eight 
second-tamings wlehets require 303 runs 
to beat Essex (7). 

£&*• won toss 

ESSEX- Bret lenlngt 347 tDDJRobmscr 
98. RJ Rodins 56 1 . 

SURREY- Ffast tarings 280 .AD Brawn 10ft 
A P Cowan 5-58'. 

ESSEX - Second Innings 

(Owrr.pir. 40 tar Oi 

"G A Gooch c B C Hotoake t Salcburj ..56 


D D J RfOfison c Lewis D Benjamin .. .23 
A P Gray’sor c knott b Salisbury . .. .105 

S G La* c sub b Lewis 27 

R C Irani c Kemus b B C Hornet* 10 

S D Peters ton b BC Hoflioake 0 

0 R Law b Salisbury 1 

‘ft J Petes c Birknei a Benamm 6 

M C non no? out 20 

A P COM" C herra BBC Homoafce 29 

P LI Such D Leras .0 

Extras m2. ibl2. «,2. nb9i 25 

Total (88 A. overs) 302 

Foil- i.a? o.rsx i.ia: e.i-j-j ci^a 


r»a. i hi, g'lM, 31^1 , 

6-229. 7 244. 8 250. 9-301 
Bowling: Tudor 6-2-18-0: Benjamin 
17 6-60-2: Patdiffe 11-1-35-0; Leans 
13.1-3-39 2; Sotebiav 24-4-79 3: B C 
HofnwkB 14-3-53-3; Shah>o 10-4-0. 


SURREY - Second hHdngs 

D J frehne* C Rollins b Irani 34 

G J Kennr, c Robinson b Co.-.an o 

J D Ratctiffe not out 30 

U A hnoa not out 2 

Extras 2 

Total (tar 2, 27 own) 87 

Mb 1-0 2 61. 


To bet N Snahid. ‘C C Lems. A D Brawn, B 
C Hoitaeke: l D H Salisbury. A J Tudor. J E 
Benjamin. 

Umpires: A A Jones and D R Shepherd. 

Yorkshire v Gloucestershire 

HEADtNGLEY: Yorkshfae (4ptsL wCh six sec- 
ood-faudngs wtcheu standing, require 
217 runs to beat Ci ouceatul die (5). 


Gtoucestershire won toss 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE -First Innings 205 IM 

A lynch 60i. 

YORKSHRS - First Innings 183{R J frakey 
5lno: a m Smith 6-58). 
GLOUCESTStSHIRE - Second famtaigs 


(Ovemgnr. 281 tor 5i 

•M W Alieyne b While 52 

tR C Russell st Blakey b Stemp 28 

T H C Hancock c White b Silwiwood 28 

MCJ Bal c Sub b Hannllon 20 

A M Smith not out U 

J Lewis b HamUton 25 

Extras IbL Ib3. wlO. nb2i 16 

Total (109>1 overs) 388 


Fa U (cent): 6-289. 7-297. 8 343. 9-343. 
Bowline Silverwood 202 96-3: Hartley 
11-2 31-0: Hamilton 16.4-3-56-2: While 
25-2-88-2. Stemp 36-8-108-3: Lehmann 
1-0-50. 


YORKSHIRE - Second innings 

M D Moron tow P Smith ...63 

*D Byas b Yownf. ..22 

0 S Lehmann to* t> Younf. 10 

B Parker c RussHi o Younc • .™...64 

C While ret out .27 

tft J BtahPv not out 0 

Extras UM. »2. nMl .8 

Total (for 4. 61 ovors) 194 


Fad: l 48. 2-90. 3-104. 4-194. 

To bat: M PVaufTran. PjHardev. G M Hamil- 
ton. C E IV Sihrerewod. R D Stomp. 
Bowfing: Srrorti 12 6-34-1; Lewis 9-3-22-0: 
Young 12 4 30 3: At toyne 13 0 554): Bad 
10-2-33-0. Hancock 3-2-13 0. rrarnor 

2-141). 

Umpires: J H Hampshire and T E Josty 

Other first-class match 

Second day of three; 11.30 today 

Oxford IJntv v Glamorgan 

THE PARKS: Oxford University, wtth one 
flrM-tnrangs wicket standing are 138 ram 
behind Gtanmgan. 

Qom»E3n non ross 

GLAMORGAN -First famines 422 for 2 dec 

rM j Pcwnfl 200na G P Butcher lOlnol 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY - First Innings 
lOvemiffiL- 74 tar ll 

BW Bymetow 0 niomas ...28 

*M A W30I C Sub b Thonus ...116 

JAG Fulton c Snaw b Thcmas _16 

P G Morgan c Dato b Cosker ....63 

J Bufltaw b Thc«os 4 

C Pans c Show o Costet i 

J M M Avers tow b Cosker 14 

t G Buchanan not out 18 

tA P Scnni taw b Butcner .3 

CMBwtaroeenotout 5 

Extras Bb2. w4. nCIO) 16 

Total (tar 9. 873 overs) .284 


fat 1-0. 2-85. 3-103. 4-235. 5-237. 6-238. 
7-240. 8-256. 9-268. 

Bowling: Thomas 25-4-95-5; Warren 
14-5-45-0; Cosker 29 KM»-3: Butcher 
14.3-3-56-1: Edwards 5-2 l&O. 

Unrobes: M J Kitchen and h J Lyons. 
SECOND XI CHAMPK2NSHP (Find day 
of three unless stated): Swansea: 
Glamorgan 183 (K J tones A-4S: A L P6n- 
berthy 4-47) and 140-6 (G J Havne 66no: 
J F Biown 4-45): Northamptonshire 382 
for 7 dec. iR J Warren 151, A L Penberthy 

53. J G Hughes 51noi. Match cfaawn. 
AfabotshofaM School, Rocesten Der- 
byshire 508 for 4 dec tt A Tweats 248no. 
M J Vandrau 75no. B Spend lore 53, J Owen 
50): Sussex 324 iR k Rao 199: S J Lacey 
6-88) and 144 il Blackwell 4-541. Derby- 
shire won by an Innings and 40 runs. 
So u thamp ton : Surrey 299 t< J Ward 61: 
S M VWDum 4-69) and 216 Jor6 UN Bat- 
ty 731: Hampshre 402 tar 9 dec ID M lane 
98. M Keech 93 M Garraway SSl. Match 
drawn, faforefc Essex 350 for 7 dec (A J E 
Wbbert 64, JC Powell 54, DGWJson 57no) 
and 155 IM Bert 6-58, S McDonald 4-291; 
Warwickshire 331 IM A Sheikh 186. J C 
Powell 4-128) and 176 for 3 <W G Wwn 

54. M J ftwreB 9ii. Warwi ckshi re won by 
seven wickets. Kidderminster (ftnai day 
of four): Somerset 557 and 356; Worces- 
tershire 433 and 272 IV S Solanki 61. W 
PC Weston 53. KR Spiring 75; SHectoefE 
5-65, J I D Kerr 4-Ali. Somerset won by 
208 runs. 

Tomorrow’s fixtures 

AXA LIFE LEAGUE 

'One day, 2.0' 

CHESTERFIELD: Derbyshire v Hampshire. 
CHESIER-LE-SIREET: Durham v Sussex. 
TUNBRDGE WELLS: Kent v W^nmcksrare. 
LORD'S: MMdiesei v Letaesrer5hue. 

MILTON KEYNES: NorttvimplorrWire v Not- 
unghamshire. 

TAUNTON: Somerset v Lanc-tnire. 

THE OVAL: Sixrey v Essex. 

HEADtNGLEY: Yorktove v Gloucestershue 

Secoad XI Championship 

i Three days. 11.0} 

DUNSTABLE: Bedtontsmrc v Suffolk. 
NESTON: Cimsnira v Wiltshire. 

DEAN PARK: Dorsey * wales. 

BOURNE: Lincolnshire v Buckinghamshire. 

J ESMOND: Northumberland v Norfolk. 
CHALLOW AND CHILDREN Oxfordshire •J 
Shropshre. 


Smith rescues 
Hampshire 
and the match 


MIKE CAREY 

reports from Chesterfield 
Derbyshire 523 and 56-0 
Hampshire 422-7 dec 


As backs-to-the-wall opera- 
tions go, Hampshire’s latest 
effort was relatively uncompli- 
cated and, indeed, very positive 
yesterday. They were able to de- 
clare at tea to keep the game 
open, mercifully without the 
need for connivance. They may 
also quietly fancy their chances 
batting last today. 

Derbyshire’s attacking limi- 
tations were unsurprisingly ex- 
posed by this pitch and Robin 
Smith did much as be pleased 
in making 154 from 215 balls. 
Apart from the whole-hearted 
Paul Aldred, Derbyshire often 
bowled without too much con- 
viction and they know now, if 
they did not before, that Smith 
is probably the fiercest square 
cutter in the game. 

Yet, as ever, the shape of the 
day might have been different, 
even on such a mild pitch. The 
foUow-on figure of 374 was 
probably still uppermost in 
Hampshire min ds when Smith, 

at 51, cut Vince Clarke through 
the upstretched fingertips of 
Chris Adams at slip. 

It was a rare moment when 
Darke extracted a little extra 


bounce to add to his repertoire 
of long hops and full-tosses 
and Smith did not look vulner- ■ 
able again until, having readied 
three figures from 156 balls, he 
failed to get over another vig-. 
orous cut against Aldred and 
the ball almost carried to slip. 

Before and after those 
episodes. Smith was so sublime 
that Hampshire were never un- 
der pressure. Kevan James 
helped him to add 109 for the 
third wicket before unluckily, 
meeting a ball which, out of gen- 
eral context, stopped and lifted 
to give Aldred a straightforward 
return catch. 

Encouraged by that Aldred 
found some testing bounce and 
late movement that troubled 
even Smith, but be dealt savagely 
with the plentiful supply of dross 
from other sources. He had hit 
23 fours and two sixes when he 
was caught at slip - by then 
Hampshire were not onty back 
in the gam e but Derbyshire had 
been given cause to reflect on the 
Hi-balanced nature of their attack.' 

Aldred earned further re- 
wards when he had WQ1 KendalL 
ra right behind and John Ste- 
phenson walked into a palpable 
ibw decision. After Adrian 
Aymes bad been caught at slip 
cutting at Clarke, Hampshire 
were happy to declare 101 be- 
hind, but nrst bad light, then rain, 
interrupted Derbyshire’s reply. 


% 
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Surrey coping * 
without top cats 


DAVID LLEWELIYN 

reports from The Oval 
Essex 347 and 302 
Surrey 280 and 70-2 


There was an expectation that 
with the big wheels - Alec 
Stewart, Graham Thorpe, Mark 
Butcher and Adam Hollioake- 
off their wagon and on England 
duty, Surrey would struggle. It 
has not been for from the truth. 
But places are up for grabs and 
while the top cats are away the 
rest must play, and play well. 

In the main that is what they 
have done, though Essex have 
not made things easy. By the 
time the Essex second innings 
had been wrapped up by the 
Surrey attack - shorn of the ser- 
vices of the teenage fast bowler 
Alex Tudor fside strain) - the 
home side faced a formidable 
target of 370 to win off a min- 
imum of 125 overs. 

The previous highest fourth 
innings total Surrey have suces- 
fully chased against Essex was 
340 - in 1947. when they tri- 
umphed by two wickets. 

Before Surrey had knocked 
a single off that total, they lost 
the opener Gregor Kennis. The 
catch he presented to Darren 
Robinson at third slip was a 
marginal improvement on his 
first innings effort. Then he did 


not get quite so much bat on the 
ball and fell to a catch at sec- 
ond slip. It has been an unhappy ( 
match for the Yokohama-born 
Kennis, who has been in stun- 
ning form for the Second XI. 

At least Darren Bicknell 
appeared to have recovered' 
his touch for Surrey. He and 
Jason Ratcliffe shared in a use- 
ful second-wicket stand that 
raised Surrey hopes, but it has 
lo be remembered their first in- 
nings hero Alistair Brown has 
a hand injury. Though Brown 
could bat at a pinch, he is find- 
ing it difficult to grip the baL 

The substance of the Essex 
innings was provided by Paul 
Grayson. His third hundred for 
Essex and his fourth in all was 
chanceless. He coped well with 
Ian Salisbury’s leg spin until the 
one that dismissed him, when 
he played back and was caught 1/ ' 
behind. By then he had batted t * 
for more than three hours, 
faced 150 balls - sending 15 of 
them to the boundary - and had 
made a game of it. " 

Graham Gooch was another 
of Salisbury's victims but not be- 
fore he had made 56. his high- 
est score uf the season. It may 
only have been his first half- 
centuiv of the summer but it was 
Lhc 344th time he has passed 50 
in his first-class career of 25 
years. This big wheel just rolls 
on and on. 


Parsons the inspiration 


ROUND-UP 


Leicestershire yesterday fought 
like tigers, or rather the cham- 
pions that they arc. to restore 
some equilibrium to their 
Championship match against 
Middlesex at Lord’s. 

Middlesex appeared to he 
taking command as they re- 
sumed on 29R for 4 in their first 
innings, already IS ahead, but 
Gordon Parsons was inspired 
form. He claimed their last 
four wickets for five runs in 26 
balls lo finish with 4 for 22 and 
restrict Middlesex to 395. a 
lead of 115. 

Darren Maddy. who eventu- 
ally fell to Phil Tu fuel] for 103. 
and Vince Wells swept that 
lead away with an opening 
stand of 173. 

David Hemp hit an unbeat- 


en 113 as Warwickshire were 
struggling to set Kent a target 
at Tunbridge Wells. 

They reached 237 for 6 by the 
close, a lead of 172 after a ca- 
reer-best 59 not out by Julian 
Thompson had helped Kent 
reach 379 in their first innings 
lo lead Ey 65. Thompson put to- 
gether a ninth-wicket stand of 
109 with Ben Phillips, who 
scored 41. 

_ Phillips then removed Nick 
Knight. Neil Smith and Trevor 
Penny, but Hemp stood firm to 
keep the contest finely balanced. 

Ai Chester-le-Stxeet, Sussex 
fought back against Durham, 
led by Neil Taylor, who hit 109, 
and Bill Athey, who scored 50. 
Their third-wicket stand of 142 
helped Sussex to pfle on 243 for 
S in their second-innings, a 
lead of 278 after Durham had 
made 33S. 
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Kuerten calls the shots despite granny’s advice 


Tennis 

JOHN ROBERTS 

reports from Roland Garros 
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Christie 
to race 
Bailey 
at 150m 

Athletics 


Ijnford Christie is to meet the 
Olympic 10U metres champion 
Donovan Bailey in a £50,000 
winner-takes-all challenge over 
150m in Sheffield on 29 June. 

The race wiJJ be part of the 
Securicor Games grand prix 
meeting and comes less than a 
month after Bailey picked up 
around £lm for beating Michael 
Johnson over 150m in Tbronto. 

Christie has twice beaten 
Bailey over the rarely-run dis- 
tance at Sheffield's Don \fclley 
Stadium. The pair will also re- 
ceive a hefty appearance fee for 
Britain's first major domestic 
meeting of the summer. 

Christie, who won over 100m 
and finished fourth in the 200m 
in the Rome grand prix on 
Thursday, clocked what is re- 
garded as the fastest automat- 
ic time of 14.97sec when he beat 
Bailey for the firet time in 1994, 
though Italy's Pietro Mennea did 
clock a manual 14.8 in 1983. Bai- 
ley beat Johnson with a time of 
14.99 last weekend after his ri- 
val had pulled up injured. 

In contrast to BaOey's head- 
to-head with Johnson, others 
will be in the line-up at Sheffield, 
including Scotland's lan Mack- 
ie, tipped to takle over from 
Christie as Britain’s top sprint- 
er, and John Regis, British record i 
holder over 200 and 300m. 

Johnson, meanwhile, who 
was due to face Roger Blade in 
the 400m at the same meeting, 
has withdrawn from next week’s 
US championships and will not 
take part in the World Champ- 
ionships in Athens in August 
Only the first three in each event 
at the US championships will 
q ualify for the American team. 

Johnson, Olympic champion 
over 200 and 400m, severely 
pulled his left quadricep mus- 
cle in Sunday's race with Bai- 
ley and has been unable to 

train since. He still plans to have 

a European season and hopes 
to run in Paris on 25 June. 

Two others to miss out on the 
US championships are Mike 
Powell, the world long jump 

record holder, who has groin and 

hip injuries, and Dan O’Brien, 
the decathlon world record hold- 
er, who has a stress fracture- 


P»?B, Kafelnikov. “If 1 start to talk 
r ° her ' she says, ‘Come on, this 
guy you have to play like this’. 
Yesterday we went to dinner. 
They separated me from her so 
shedidq t start with the tips." 

The personable Brazilian Had 
best watch his step lest grand- 
•rtoiher takes the huff and pass- 
es on inside information about 
his game to his rivals, starting 
with tomorrow’ s opponent, Ser- 
& Bruguera. 

Having started the tourna- 
ment by offending the eye of the 
president of French Tennis Fed- 
eration with his blue and yellow 
strips, the tall, lithe Kuerten has 
risen, unsceded, to become the 
lowest ranked Grand Slam fi- 
nalist (No 66) since New Zea- 
land s Chris Lewis (No 91 ) was 


crushed by John McEnroe at 
Wimbledon in 1983. 

The Brazilian's talent, which 
shone through consecutive five 
set matches against Thomas 
Muster, Andrei Medvedev and 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, accounted 
for Filip DewulC the Belgian 
qualifier, ranked No 122, in the 
semi-finals. Kuerten won, 6-1, 
3-6, 6-1, 7-6, and both players 
received a warm reception for 
their enterprising contribution 
to a bizarre tournament. 

Bruguera, the No 16 seed, 
will attempt to win the title for 
the third tune in five years. He 
managed to subdue the dashing 
style of Australia’s unseeded Pat 
Rafter, who narrowly failed to 
cany the tournament in the 
cause of serve and volley. 


The 24-year-old Queenslan- 
der worked hard for almost 
three hours, but was unable to 
shake Bruguera out of his 
durable baseline game, and the 
last of the 18 Spaniards who en- 
tered the men’s event prevailed, 
6-7, 6-1, 7-5, 7-6. The only time 
Rafter really let down was in the 
concluding tic-break, which 
Bruguera won, 7-1. 

It will be interesting to see bow 
Bruguera copes with Kuerten's 
lively groundstrokes tomorrow. 
Experience and ranking favours 
the Spaniard, although those 
two factors haw doi played sig- 
nificant part in the oourse of the 
championships so far. 

Kuerten arrived as a virtual 
unknown, but is guaranteed to 
break into the top 20 whatever 


Du Plessis made 
bold by his belief 


H ow bold is this on a 
scale of one to 10? 
Card du Plessis, deified 
in the western cape as the 
prince uf South African wings 
but no one's idea of a Spring- 
bok coach until he actually 
landed the job earlier this 
year, names his first squad 
amid the fanfare and ballyhoo 
of a live television broadcast 
and, in the space of 60 dra- 
matic seconds, consigns two of 
his country’s greatest rugby fig- 
ures to second-class status. 
Akin, if you like, to Glenn 
Hod die bidding an immediate 
farewell to Paul Gascoigne 
and Alan Shearer. 

When Du Plessis announced 
that Kobus Wiese and Hennie 
le Roux would not be required 
for the three-Test series against 
the Lions - unless, of course, 
they could spoon-feed him a 
lavish helping of humble pie by 
delivering performances of 
staggering quality for Gaut- 
eng province over the next 
week or so - the body politic of 
Bokke rugbydom dropped its 
collective jaw at a speed not wit- 
nessed since Andre Markg- 
raaff, the previous coach, 
marginalised Frangois Pienaar 
and Joel Stransky last autumn. 

Neither Wiese nor le Roux 
were much interested in con- 
cealing the extent of their flab- 
bergasted anger and, tty the 
time they had finished giving 
both barrels to their tormentor, 
their boats appeared to be 
well and truly alight. And Du 
Plessis? As befitted an hon- 
oured member of one of the 
great Springbok rugby dynas- 
ties, be barely batted an eyelid. 

“Tm disappointed at their re- 
actions," said the softly-spoken 
coach with the merest hint of 
a shoulder shrug. “I would 
like them to see their omissions 
as a challenge. They are qual- 
ity players but, looking at their 
form, they can improve. I be- 
lieve the players coming in 
have the potential and tem- 
perament to perform at the top 
level and they must also have 
the chance to establish them- 
selves by doing well.” 

All of which suggested that 
Edrich Lubbe. the young Gri- 
quas centre brought in over the 
head of le Roux, and Kiynauw 
Otto, the thrice-capped lock 


Bradamante’s daring move 


Sailing 

John Merricks and Ian Wate 
aboard Ton Barrett’s Brada- 
mante executed a da ri n g move 
during the ninth of the U i races 
in the Mumm 36 World Champ- 
ionships to move into equaFaxth 
placeaveran (with a protest 
pending), writes Stuart Alexan- 

dertaPunta Ala, Italy 

Merricks and \*hDcer steamed 
into a turning mariewith thesr op- 
ponents bearing down and, 
though they did no t have the 
rightof way, ibe ever-growmg 

confidence of the 

ideuce as they flicked the yacht 

lot list 

ESSES*, p- 1 *" 


mean: they remained in a chall- 
enging position even though 

they then lost a place to the man 
who was winning his second 
consecutive world champion- 
ship, Tomas Ftiese of Germany 
in I Punkt. However, the fifth 
placing put them into equal-third 
aping into the day’s final race, 

Tbdr hopes of a podium pkee 

were upset by the Brazilian Tor- 
ben Grael in heavy traffic going 
into the windward mark. They 
made an emergency tack to 

avoid a collision with Grael, hit 
the mark, had to take a penalty 
turn and dropped &om fifth to 

near last Thty finished 14th, and 

even a successful patt* will 
leave them with a difficult job in 

the final race today if they are to 

achieve a top-five place- 


Gotti holds Tonkov at bay 

_ ■ ,_»n l.«i mlin 


Russia’s Tbnkov, who started 
Aav 3mm 32sec 


Jose uoiurfu—' ,.,1^.- fa the bow anu **»*> *? 

stares as the top dijre ® g dann g a downhill 

Giro d’ltaiia Action in the 19th leg. Twenty- 

convincing wmmt^ ^riders pulled out following 


* Tbnfcw attempted to pull 
tains." Italy’s ? ott L«ii awav from Gotti on three oc- 
S^on^mwfortheoverall bul ffie Italian kept 

t day loan, Ita MM 

BSSE?«Ssf SBftSUSf® 

> ssrfSjSffi saas s saa 

in the Dolomites fr 001 attack after about 10 kilometres. 

toPassodelTonale- 


Chris Hewett on 

a controversial 
start for South 
Africa’s new coach 

preferred to Wiese, would have 
to play themselves out of con- 
tention before their predeces- 
sors played themselves back 
into it So, what gives Du Plessis, 
untried and untested as a front- 
line coach, the confidence to caD 
such a major shot? The answer 
is simple. Belief. 

Bora in Somerset East near- 
ly 37 years ago, Du Plessis was 
in a member of the Springbok 
aristocracy from birth and took 
the silver spoon route to rug- 
by fame and fortune. 

He was educated at Stellen- 
bosch University, where be 
first fell under the all-pervasive 
influence of Dr Danie Craven, 
and, after setting the cape 
alight with the dash and 61an 
of his wing play with Western 
Province, he followed his 
brother, Willie, into the na- 
tional side in 1982. (Another 
brother, Michael, would also 
wear the treasured green in the 
mid-SOs). 

Thanks to isolation, Du Ples- 
sis played only 10 Tfests - two 
against England in ’84, four 
against South American se- 
lect sides and another four 
against the ill-fated New 
Zealand Cavaliers in 1986 - 
but, happily for those north of 
the equator who bad missed 
out on his skills, he branded 
himself on the British psyche 
with a truly extraordinary try 
for the Southern Hemisphere 
at Twickenham that same year. 

Towards the end of his 
provincial career he moved to 
Transvaal, and it was there 
that he first impressed the 
Lord High Pursuivant himself, 
Louis Lim. 

Something clicked between 
the two and when Markgraaff 
disappeared beneath an 
avalanche of racist scandal 
four months ago, Du Plessis 
was elevated from lowly tacti- 
cian to top dog; an astonishing 
gamble, green his lade of coach- 
ing experience. 

“Yes, my coaching back- 
ground is very limited," he ac- 
cepted after his television 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

80UTEN GALA IMF Grand Ptbt (aetactad 
ran**): Mane 100 k 1 L ChrtBte (GB) 
lO^Osec; 2 D Mu (Nteerta) 10.20: 3 D Ez- 
InaaiMpttft 10.20; 4 RStawrt (Jam) 30.27; 
S B Sunn (Can) 10-30. SOOhe 1 F Fiwter- 
Ids (Nam) 20.24; 2 PStwera (BsQ 2053; 
3 KUUte (US) 2060; 4 L Ortffle (GEO 20.67. 
800m: 1 W Klptaoer (Dan) lnw A354sac: 

2 N l«nm (Cuba) 1*435: 3 A Ityp <W 
1:44.40. 800m KRoop B):1P KoncMUti 
(fen) UWn 4532sec; 8 C Mnmw (GB) 
1:43.50. 1500m; 1HB GutnMJ (Mo*) 
330J59; 2A KaWfri (Tifl) 3333*3 WTaru 
(Ken) 3-55.10; 4 A Whiteman (GB) 33538. 
130m IunHok 1 M Clear (US) 1332; 2 A 
Graa (Cuba) 1334; 3 F Sdwamwfl tGart 
1335. Shot 1 A Bagacti <Urr> 209imr 2 
S O Buds' IGar) 20.lT: SkTaHi (US) 19-98. 
Woman: 200m: 1 M TrandorMra CRus) 
22,79: 2 M Frazer (Jam) 2234; 3 J Cuth- 
bot (lam) 22.90: 6 M Quay (Jam) 23.18. 
800 k 1 A F QutaH (Cuba) 138.70; 2 Y 
Atanafiwa CRus) 13879: 3 S ManerUw 
(fcxsTl3839. SpOOOnc ILCheromel (fen) 
14*937; 2 f Rtteire (Port 14:55.78; 3 A 
Wflyenwrai 

N Sou (Gib) &B6/K 2 F mOttBJSl 

3 C Akswa (NWbmJ 063. J***: iFTBaa 
1(^63.48; 2 OOwiJJr 
3 S NOrtui (Go) 5SM2. 

Australian rales . 

Aft; (WWW 11J1 cm OohWWJd 1041 

(71) 

Baseball 

American LEAGUE Boston 2 MBmawl: 
Oaveand 5 CNcag> 4 (U wtygj; Seante 
14 Doom ft OaHend A Tertweft Teas 6 
Coy 3 111 inrin©}; Areheim 3 Min- 

nwmwL ltacue: ondraal 6 Ha«on6!«- 
lm)B9 UtrtiM ft Rnsta* 9 
YWt Mata S Ron* 0; Co&itoSSBn Dto 
7 (11 brine* PNWeriri 9 OMP B tJO 
mnbca San Ranoseo 5 Los Ane*s 4. 


5ft 8Jn point ffanl Geno Fort. Ibrnwiy 


of Ohio UnhW il ly Fort holds sfetop 10 
rankings in the college's statistics 
- records. 

Boxing 

PftOHSGIONM. PROMOTION (WtattEtarch 
Sports Centra, Bristol): UM WBC ta- 
tamsOont StfiMiemyMW* «lsf A Gaffi 
(Hun) btGCstlay (GBJrsf 7th. 3XM stver- 
■IridtanltfTt: J Cabagie (Newbridge) 
■topped L Tana* (BnaS) 3rd. M cruleer- 




K S Stokes (Shaftebt) 

iHumalghtWAIaander. 

(Doncaaffit) to DDor- 

rtngsn (Bristol) blPCarr (Sldcup) pts. 

Cycfing 

oato DmuA (Pwao0el1taMla):20airtae» 
(176 km, Itam Brarico): 1 J Goraalaz 
(Csiom)Kaln»4br45mf>3iac;2MFDden- 
ane CO Macamne Itn +Ur*i 42seo tahatt 
3 F Puan (Swfl) Cewmtno ftafln +2:10; 4 
G MEaaaa W Mepri +3XJC; 5 F Dool (W £os 
MayWlOearaiitnnrararUGcm (WSlhr 

15mH 48sacr2 PTortorSi^ -H32oahln«C 

3 G Goerirt 00 +6:00. 

Football 

Ale v Boksic, the 27-year-nU Croatian 
striker, has returned to the Italian Se- 
rie A side Lazio for around £7 3m, af- 
ter only a year with Juwentus. 
Argentina’s World Cup-winntftg coach 
from 1978, Casar Uils Menctfl, b leav- 
ing the Buenos Atres dub, indepentS- 
ente, for Uw Italian di*. Sampdoria. 
He succeeds the Suedfeh coech Sven- 
Goran Eriksson, .who Is joining tao& 
LeedB UnltBd haws asked for their Drat 
two Premierahlpflxam new seasonto 
be piawad away from home, so that the 
newly seeded Bland Road pteh can have 

more time to thrive. 

Georgs Courtney, the former Rfe ref- 
eree, has been elected president of the 
Nonhem League. The Durham head- 


FRENCH open tennis results 


Seeded pttjwrlrrcapteis 
Met* stocks SortMnate G »«ten. 
(Bra) bt F Dewutf (Befi 6-13-6 6-1 
7-6; S BRUGUERA (Sp) bt P Rafter (Aua) 
6-7 6-1 7-5 7-6. 

VUM |A doubles sondftoafe G FER- 
NANDEZ (US) and N TVEREVAj (B dal It* 
M HINGtS (Swtt) anH A SANCHEZ VICARIO 
(Sp) 3-6 7-6 10*8. 

Rpn 1 douUes samFOnafc J De Arrnw, 
/tot) and L Homa (Per) K 0 lavarit (R) 

and J Jeanpleno (FH t* E A8W (C® 15 

A Ram dart 6-4 1-6 6 , 3- 


GfcW douUes senwfinafc C Bte* CZim) 
and l SefuHne fltej fttKCheteherandC 
Popeecu (Can) 6-3 7-ft M Manwncand 

K Srebotr* (Sloven) bt A Sebovs and G 
VWatovs (Soak) 6-1 3-6 6-2. 

Today's matched 

Womiols stt«tes flnat M HINGIS ©M) 
v l MAjOU (Croa). 

MarfsdMMasIktBfe TWIOCCCRIDGEAW) 
M WOODPDRDE (AuS) V Y KAFELNIKOV 
(Ru^ and D VACEK (Cz Rep). 
MbraddoHbtasfhnrizL RAYMOND and P 
GAIBRATTH CUS) vR HiraM (Japan) and M 
BhupatW (Irvd). 


the result of the final. He will 
then go on to play another day 
court event in Bologna, before 
setting foot on grass at Not- 
tingham the week before Wim- 
bledon. "I have never played on 
grass,” he said. 

Whatever else, he will turn up 
with a predominately white set 
of dothing. 

Four years ago, Iva Majoli of 
Croatia made her debut in the 
women's singles here, advanc- 
ing to the fourth round, where 
she was defeated by Steffi Grat 
the eventual Champion. Else- 
where in the grounds, the pre- 
cocious Martina Hingis was in 
the process of setting records, 
winning the junior singles title 
at the age of 12. 

Tbday, the 19-year-old Majoli 


will contest her first Grand 


be Hingis, at 16 the youngest 
winner of a Grand Slam sntjpes 
title this cenmiy, the Australian 
championship, the youngest 
ever world No 1, and unbeaten 
in 40 matches so far this year. 

“Fm not going to go out 
there and think, 4 You have no 
chance, you got to the final, if s 
finished',” Majoli, the No 9 
seed, says, dismissing a thought 
which has probably crossed a 
few minds since Hingis’s semi- 
final win against Monica Seles. 


whohas taken even a passing in- 
terest in the results here will 
know, and as Majoli is advised 
to remind herself. “In finals, 
everything is possib]e, ,, she says. 


appearance in Johannesburg 
on Monday night, “but I’m 
confident I have correctly iden- 
tified certain shortcomings in 
our game. 

“It is important to me that we 
see innovation and initiative 
from this Springbok side and 
that we develop a style of rug- 
by in which the back division 
acts as the platform from which 
we play, as opposed to the for- 
wards. That, of course, wiD not 
happen overnight and I'm un- 
der no illusion that I’ve taken 
on one hell of a responsibility. 
But I’m not overwhelmed at 
what lies before us. Not by any 
means.” 

Du Plessis will plot the Li- 
ons' downfall in the company 
of Gert Smal, a team-mate at 
both provincial and Tfcst level. 
“It’s the ultimate,” said Smal, 
a teak-tough flanker who put 
more than one All Black on the 
seat of his pants during the 
Cavaliers’ shmdig 11 years ago. 
“and to work with Carel is a 
great opportunity". If success- 
ful coaching teams combine the 
rapier and the bludgeon, this 
one bears the Real McCoy 
stamp of authenticity. 

Given Du Plessis’ credentials 
as a rugby adventurer - Rian 
Oberhotzer, the chief executive 
of the South African Rugby 
Football Union, describes him 
as a “visionary” - the list of Li- 
ons by whom he has already 
been impressed is eminently 
predictable. 

“Tbwnsend, Howley and 
Guscott,” he says, without a 
second's thought. “Townsend 
plays in space and sets things 
up, Howley shows class and 
Guscott... well, it’s hard to be- 
lieve that England left him 
out in the cold during the Five 
Nations, isn’t it? 

“But they have so many op- 
tions in the back-line, with so 
many good finishers, that the 
selectors will have a difficult 
task finding the right combi- 
nation. One thing is for sure. 
We have a big series to think 
about here and we will be op- 
erating under a great deal of 
pressure. In today’s rugby, the 
coaching cycle lasts two or 
three years rather than five or 
tem every time your ride takes 
the field, it is a major test of 
your progress.” 








Caret du Plessis: *My coaching background is very Rnrited* 


Photograph: Allsport 


Lions tread ‘hard yards’ 


CHRIS HEWETT 


The Lions might have been 
foigiven for thinking they bad 
experienced every emotion 
from the sublime to the un- 
conscionable over the past sev- 
en days, but in the jet-set age of 
Super 12 new dangers lurk 
around every corner. When the 
tourists face Northern Trans- 
vaal, the Blue Bulls of the high 
veld, in Pretoria today, they will 
be up to their necks in what 
South Africans ominously call 
the “hard yards”. 

Ian McGeechan, the lions’ 
coach, left no-one in any doubt 
yesterday as to the size of the task 
before a 40,000-strong crowd at 
Loftus Versfeld. “Northern 
Transvaal are the first of South 
Africa’s Super 12 provinces on 
our programme and we are 
therefore pitying our first game 
against an elite outfit,” he said 
“If you take the forthcoming 


master has acted as a Premier teaera 
assessor since he retired as a 
official. 

Burnley have agreed a fee of around 
£200,000 for ihe 32-yeer-okl Sheffield 


Manchester City have ended their in- 
terest In signing the Ipswfch town de- 
fender. Tory Vaughan, after faffing to 
a&ee peisonal terms. 

Austria's coach Teny Venables, said 
yesterday he would enlst flfe’s help to 
tore Croatia ZSeeb ID release the stiv- 
er Marie Vidulra ft* Utorid Cup duty next 
week, after claim mg the dub had 
blochsd his relum homa Ifenables s»d 
the Croatian League and Cup double- 
winnera failed to respond to several re- 
quests to mate Viduka avaBabla for this 
month's Oceania qualifying tourna- 
ment In Sydney. 

EUROPEAN UKDER-21 CHAMPIONSHIP 
Grasp TWO (Potft: Geor0a l MoKtow a 
SHffHBi? WEDWE5PAT Prs j c ni oe fix- 

tins («il mmfli 21 Jnfy: Exeter. 23 Jty: 
Torquw. 25 Jty: Plymouth. 29Jaly: Lenten 
(Nan).3Uty:WAenillllbuM(Neth).2At>- 
0MC SpsrtBBCSxartiam (Nath). 4An£ Kud- 
Mll8|g 

Golf 

KEMPER OPEN (Potomac, Maryfend): 

laalRtf fkit mural scene fin imwn -fit 

erf): «6 G Norman (Aus ). N Prtca CZim). 67 
J Sknan, K Qbson, P StanloMW. 88 M 
SpriririBr, A Deyto, M Huibert. B Crenffaw. T 
LfltoSn. 0 UrastL a» S Lv*e (03). P MJctai- 
am, ; Uon*4 T Hanw. JUane, LVWWMns, 


Ountal (Sp), R Alarcon (Mad, K HOMawi 
Clspanr. 71 £ Els SA). S ArattyJAnU, P 
Tawrand WO. 73 VSffigi (fa. C ftoy (fcs). 
N feldo (GEO. 0 Rott ISA). 74 J Panw* »w). 
75 G Watts (NZ), T Bon (Den). 78 H Xbsb 
( japan). aOFAIem(SAJ. 

AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP (Royal St 
Georaafa SanMcft): QuartaMisais: C 
Edwards (B«n) bt B Houarti (CoiSvwie Cas- 
de) 1 hoks T knmttrans ft 5 Udo (Moor 
Park) 4 and 3; CWKson (EwtRsnftowU re ) 
htJ Che (BtenModti) at SRi; DGBfths(Wea 
HBn9)btBMason(SBrriMQft)lMe.S«nl- 
ftwia: Watson bt Edwaids 3 hete. 

GDmnaitks 

li Dongua, the Otympfc gM medei- 
tet, esreped wWt minor ii|urtes tram an 
car crash on 8 Swiss motowBy. u, who 
left China forSwtoertarxj In 1988, last 
year vwn Ns adopted oouw/$ibstnm- 
nastics since 1952 vritii a ftowtess 
pomma horse routine. 

Icabockty 

NHL: Ptayoff fioob: Detraft 6 PNiadefeha 
l (Osm* teed batoAsaw series 3-0). 


Tests into account, we are about 
to embark on the toughest 
mouth of rugby any of us have 
ever undertaken.” 

Even though five front-line 
players, Andre Snyman, Joost van 
der Westhuizen, Marius Hurter, 
Kiynauw Otto and Ruben Kru- 
ger, are missiig from the Bulls be- 
cause of Springbok commitments, 
Adriaan Richter, the former in- 
tematicaial No 8, can still call on 
a fully capped front row of Danie 
van Schalkwyk, Henry Tromp 
and Schutte Bekker. Northern 
Transvaal may have fallen away 
in the latter stages of the Super 
12 tournament but only weeks ago 
they were good enough to bold 
7.irrean Brooke's Auckland side 
to a draw. “TVfe need to find a new 
level for this game, if s as simple 
as that," McGeechan said yes- 
terday. 

McGeechan stressed the need 
for discipline among the Lions, 
which led rather neatly into the 
latest developments on the Dod- 


RaHytag 

PAIIAMA ALASKA HALUf(D^ Bra. Si SM- 
radof to 1Urfta,535nlM):lR Bates (Aus) 
and J Brttter (Aus) Porscrie 911 1TO33& 2 
D Ramribnl Wue) and B Mnsford {Auai FOiri 
Capri VS £0437. 3 J Zwart (USA) and M 
Headand (CD Pwscha 914-6 1S3545. 4 
1 Bates IHut) andA JoiartOftfi) PMWwBll 
1TO534. 5 F Stand (Aus) and S Oman (CT) 
Punrtw 911 8 T OaMAua) and B 

Brin (Aus) RW Muaaog 1317 SB. S alae l a ri: 
uo j In^eby (GBi and M Intfaby (08) Fold 
Mustang 1:1047. 

R^by League 

SUPER LEASDE VISA WORLD CUB CHAM- 
PtONSHIP Pool A: Bricbana 02) 42, U»- 
doa (IS) 22. Bil itin: Mm wUtan 2. 
Cams, uxkyar. UnM. (knort. Safer. Coata 
Uwkyar?. LaodoraTriaa RDSMd 2. Baadcy. 
Duncan; Goals BanMCk 3. (18490). 

Rugby Unfon 

TOUR MATCHES (Wsnenft MZ): Wanrarul 
19 F$ 28. (Tferao. KT): King Country M tre- 


Speedway 

THURSDAYS LATE RESULTS: EBa 
toMicri 51 Bradfard 3a feel er l—gia: 
Shafflaw 44 Beatty; 46. 

Tennis 

Jason Stotanberg began his mepara- 
tions for Wimbiedon m perfect style vrih 
a stra ight seta vanr/ in the final of the 
Surrey Grass-Court Championships. 
Stottenberg, a Vlftrtoedon sentj-finai- 
ki last year, defeated his fellow Aus- 
tralian Sandon Sto98 7-6, 6-4 to 
coBect the trophy at SuiWnn, The No 
Iseed, ranked 37 in thetwrid, wi now 
continue his warm-up next week at 
Queen's before he attempts to match 
Ms last four ap pe ara nc e in 1996 when 
hekJstteftertiaJwfftner.FSchaftiKrs- 
jeek. The final, pte^edln s bft^eiy wind, 
Wngpd on the tie-break in the first set 
when StoSe missed several chances to 
open up an aAamags. 

Three Bntish pfeyers, Sam Smith of Es- 
sex, ShnWnn Sabi tan Bournemouth 
and Lurie Aril Asm Exeter, have been 
gven wild cards Into the mam draw at 
the DFS Women's Classic at the Edg- 
breron Priory Cfob, Binrun^iam. nea 

SlfflREY GRASS COURT CtMmOHSHPS 
(SuiftUanta Madfefetefc J Stolterfeog (Are) 
tn S Stone (Aus) 7-6 6-4. Womaafe sent- 
Ifeuie; 7 Tsnasuarn (ItaO tx S Noortander 
(Mah) 6-3 6-2; AOfea (PoO tx KGuw (Aus) 

6- 2 3-6 S-l.Woaiea'fcttaAfes tat C Bar- 
day (Aus) and K Guse (Aus) bt D Graham 
(US and K E^ree VtX) 3-€ M 7* BdHtat 
iwitrtiws B Bteek tan) KT Henman iGB) 

7- 6 3-6 S-3; G Rusedski (GB) bt M Char* 
(118) 7-6 4-66-1. 


die War front Officials from the 
Mpumalanga union viewed a 

videotape of Wednesda>-’s maid) 
in Wrtbank and agreed that the 
assault ty Marius Bosmao that 
left Waris left knee in pieces was 
worthy of further investigation. 
The union then criticised Nick 
BeaL the Lions’ full-back, for a 
high tackle on Dan van Zyi the 
home scrum-half. Fran Cotton, 
the lions’ managsr. could not be- 
lieve his ears. “That.” he said, “is 
obscene.” Hard yards indeed. 

NDrttamlteranol frLiora, PrttartMortflp: 
G Bower C Steyn. J SchUffl. 0 «n Srtwftg*. 
W lorn A He Maty. C Bwwenbadj: Ltem- 

a HTfttnp. P Boer. DOoebettor. 0 Bade n- 
N ran & W*. A newer (capo. S BeKtor. 
U0M88 T sacnpMO O Ai w Lontlr ana Enttengl 
J Boota Itacasto sn> Ei^aiH). i taMtt 
(Bam snttBtemtn.ATaBtHL ■c w.rie ardSog- 
Isnd), T Unamood (Newcastle and Engsrf): 

ETo^Marifl*3itfBnwcrardSc<3ttar<S. RHow- 
loy [CanOT and wtatesj; fl ftowib o u fletesty 
ana Entfand), M Began tyw end EngBirt). 
J Laomnl (Hariequirs ml Endanai. M Ante- 

aondelwawardEnsardicaoO.SShewIBna- 

tol and England), L DategBo (tftas are 


Mart). SQtyMl IRttwnond and VfefesJ. E 
IMv (Lecasttr and Wand). RaplacnMntK 
S OMa (Swsusea andWWesJ, M Crtt IBstfi and 
SrtfBnd). A U— la y Hecaater ana Entfandl. B 
Wa rn iRUmond and Wales), d Young 

(CanKland WateaJ.TRod&ar [Nonr*rn»naid 

Errand) 


sport 


Tm just going to go out there 
and tty to play my game and at- 
tack. I really have nothing to 
lose. I can reaDyiust play the best 
tennis of my life." 

It may heljp if she recalls the 
first of their three previous 
matches, which Majoli won, 
6-0 in the third seL Thatwason 
a fast carpet court in the semi- 
finals oftne Pan Pacific Open in 
Tbkyo in F*raary, 1996. Majoli, 
who defeated Seles in the quar- 
ter-finals, went on to beat Aran- 
txa Sanchez Vicario in the final. 

Hingis has won their two 
subsequent matches, also on 
carpet, while improving at an as- 
tonishing rate. “I just think of 
her as another player,” Majoli 
says, adding significantly, “1 
know she’s great." 



Kuerten: Warm reception 

The last time two teenagers 
contested a Grand Slam singles 
final was in 1991 here, when 
Seles defeated Sanchez Vic- 
ano. It seems appropriate that 
two of the latest generation will 
mark the centenary of 
women’s participation at the 
French championships. Ma- 
joli is a fine player. Hin gis is 
formidable... 


Rampant 
England 
to go for 
the kill 


Phil de Glanville. the En gland 
captain, has challenged his 
side to finish the job and inflict 
a 2-0 Test series whitewash on 
Argentina in Buenos Aires 
today. 

A feat never achieved by any 
England side would provide 
the perfect finale to a trip de 
Glanville admits has exceeded 
all expectations. “If we could se- 
cure a 2-0 win, then this would 
rank right up there with the very 
best England lours." he said. 

The tourists have averaged 
exactly 40 points a game during 
their memorable tbree-week 
South American adventure, 
scoring 28 tries and leaving a 
lasting impression through their 
invigorating, expansive rugby. 

De Glanville has an 85 per 
cent Test success rate as captain, 
while nine new caps have 
emerged, including burgeoning 
talents Tony Diprose, Martin 
Cony and Nick Greenstock. 

England, who have have seen 
two of their most influential 
players - the Bath pair Mike 
Catt and Nigel Redman - 
claimed by the Lions, should 
have the mjtoed trio Adedayo 
Adebayo, Kevin Yates and Em 
Mallinder on duty today. How- 
ever, the Harlequins wing 
Daren O'Leary is on standby for 
Adebayo, while Mark Mapleioft 
has been handed the key fly-half 
role in place of Catt. 

Argentina have made two 
changes from the side out- 
class^! in the first Test, Carlos 
Promanzio replacing the in- 
jured Federico Mendez and 
the flank er Ignacio Fernandez- 
Lobbe coming in for Pablo 
Bouza. 

ARGENTINA (v England, Boenos Aires, to- 
day): E Jarado Utosanon T smart (Hndiil. 
E Sbnone (Licao Naval). LAiMai iBd&ano, 

capo. F Solar (Tata); G Quttada IHmoul. N 
B — c W redi (Undo); R Grau (Gaut- 
anfrUons). C Pranando (Ttosano). M Refi- 
gtanto tesarcd. PSportede* iCuoiMytH.G 
Uanas (Bath), R Mirth (San Isdn). P Carnes 
■Brim (Beta vtaaj. t Fnmaaitei Inbbe lUeeo 
Navall. Raptmeatocots: C Bmrraa (CcrOoba 
ADMie). J LCMejlSan UUro). G AriHMe 
(Dasani, M Ledesma (CurupaytT), OHasan- 
JaM (Gknnasa). C Vial (Nawman). 
ENBUMk J Mdtaer (Sale); J StaUrttofena 
(Barn), p da CtanvBia (Bath. cant). N 
Graensaodc (Waspa), A Adebayo (Bath): M 
MaqletnA (Eouceste). K Bracken lSara- 
cene); K Yates (Baffi). R CoctoM tineas 
Kf), D Garfortt! (l&cBSWf). M Haag IBatfD, 
D Qrewcoch tCoranoyl. M Cony iBrtstnd.T 
□tarasa (Saracens). B Oarfce (Rclanond). 
napfecaerantE J Canard (Bam). A Hoc 
(Wasps). A Gc maiaaC IWa^e). C Sfeas&y 

(MBps)- S Otawat (Sale;. R Kara*** 
(Couanuy). 


WEEKEND FIXTURES 


TODAY 

Footbal 

WOOD CUP GROUP UMO 

SBortfa * NDldM (4J£) 

W qpramoaaeSwiv BaunP 
eMtup seven 

Botoam * San Marino |7^J) 

aaudom statSm Brussels) 
GROW B8HT 

Kcoadonte v tcobnd (7.0) 

ft OHM SBKflwn. Stawjet) 


(azEstatSo daeAntas, ftnol 

Unetaa v tkinaiy (730) — 

tat flcpi*taj stadun. ifiW 
BBtapEAN IMPEIM1 CHAWtOHStlP 


tat D)nmt oaOum. MfeW 
TOURNOT DC FRANCE 

France* BUM* (7.45) — 

miMUotmumfum. Mom p aha rt 
WOMEWS MtaWIIOMAI: Moraem Intend v 
MUSS I6« (V ChUrrej- COmar tt. Anomtl 

Rmgjty League 

VBA WORLD CLUB CHAMPtONSHF Peel B: 

Honh Queensland « Leeds 1 1030am]. 

Rugby Union 

MianiAnONAL MATCH: ArRmna w Entfand 
(730) (K FCO B/ounj, Buenos AfresJ. 

TOUR MATCH: Norttem Traraaal v Bnosti Lons 
C2J3J 1st Pretoria). 

Speedway 

730 untara steed 
EUIE LEAWffi; Swndon * Bradtora. 
nctHER LEAGUE: Benue* v Newport 1630), 
PROaBt LEAGUE KNOCK-OUT CUP: Safe v 
Oasjo*. 

Other sports 

8 0 0—1 tiwpaan Art* Ch— dha ty a— i rtreR 
ItMenal tadonr AMM. EknHMtf). 

801A Etalqr IM Grm Pte at Einpa —9 HM, 
HadunA; Janay Samn Ofl» da Ttye); Me* Nn. 
■mr QMyefy (Rqu Si Gadtgit 6 Rtyai 

MOtORCtaJWfc MflfMMlTRKas. 
ftMJytmt SaMflt tDurfrnL 

BNOOKSfe twra late 1 cnanteBretra (ttamR). 
TPt—SMi^ i aaMn ua Ownty aft Bfflutmn). 

TOMORROW 

FootbaH 

WORLD CUP GROUP ORE 

Daaawht aBnralaCLB) — 

(* Itarten stBdkm. CcpmhejeV 
CROUP THRS 

WlMdiirbertei—(4«f 

rar ObnwR sodfen, IMsInU 

lha— y r Nowa y 1 (7.0) 

(M Mp sndfen, Budreasp 
BMUPRMt 

B*Una v ScnOand (JJ3) 

M DpBoo staOm. UnM 
grtonterS— dangp) 

(acferMaistadbR. TMrvu 

IrtytaT Austria (S3) 

MDa^ractadkim.RiW 


QltOUPHVE 

B— ala * InaambMg fate 

<m Natoeftem* starfum. Bourgas} 

Russia * laiate (4.0) — 

(XLudVTtd stadksn. MaseoU 
CROUP SBC 

Ffcua Hfnrrts * Matte (3 j0) 

(iA S*an&skara sextum. Tafbrt 

Spate vtadl Hw^as (735) 

MBatdbMietoJx&ZcrBa. vaSatk 4# 

Y UR g ateste v Stawrida (73) 

m «sd Sot sMtum. Bdgmici 
TOURNOI OC FRANCE 
Bod * tacr (73oi — 

m GMted 3/atBum. lyoo> 

WOMEN’S PflcraunorlAL: Nonwry v Errand 
lU-Ot ter Amen sntesn. LBesoom). 


Rugby League 



Speedway 

OJIE lEASIC: Eataaune vSMndon 0301. 
n—CRlEAGt£NncastleaReKh«(S30i:Nc«- 
pan V QdonMA30); SeffKst V long Eaun (BJOt. 
P— llAfiUE MSOeiUWT CUK Otyaw « &J- 
ntuBi (8.30). 

owr wwBOCK wsimoiBM. bji» » arwone. 


Other sports 


AIIEUKA It RXJTBALL: WDrid tCjftjB: Scoeeh Oay- 
DKna v Lcnttm MbprAis 031 (M ta- 

Eim« mot GtenwMata Mi ota- 
ttanal kdoor Arena. BMMBimi. 

801ft Staley Hal Grand Mi of Europe (SUey HM. 

Htym): Jney Sam Opti (La Mc«e>. 

SNOOKER watt larks' Cnranpcrenio (UmB). 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

250,000 


The' number of pounds that 
Peter Barton, of Southport, 
will win if his 15-year-oW 
daughter Gemrna referees 
the FA Cup final by the time 
she. is 40. Mr Barton has 
placed a bet of £50 at 
5,000-1 with WBfiam Hilf. 
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Scholes 


doubt for 


England 


Football 



GLENN MOORE 
reports from La Baule 

The extent to 
which Glenn 
Hoddk’s England 
have become an 
international team 
of genuine quality 
will be thorough- 
ly tested in Montpellier tonight. 

Italy may, or may not, have 
been in the mood on Wednes- 
day night in Names, but there 
will be no questioning France’s 
commitment. As hosts for next 
summer's World Cup, Le 
Toumoi de France is the near- 
est thing they are going to have 
to competitive football. 

The match is an attractive 
one, not least because Glenn 


Hoddle is hoping to pair Alan 
Shearer and Paul Scholes in at- 


tack. While Shearer's partner- 
ship with Teddy Sheringham 
remains the first choice, Sher- 
ingham Ls 31, five years older 
than Shearer and nine years se- 
nior to Scholes, andwul not be 
a key figure for too many more 
years. 

The move is dependent on 
Scholes recovering from a tight 
hamstring which forced him to 
curtail training yesterday af- 
ternoon. It was, said Hoddle, 
probably a reaction to the effort 
that he had put in against Italy. 

“I want to play him to see if 
be can reproduce that perfor- 
mance,” the England coach said. 
“It will tell me more about his 
temperament under pressure. 
Once you have set a standard like 
that it is hard to main tain JL If 
he can I might think we have re- 
ally found a player." 

Rob Lee will also need a fit- 
ness test on a sore foot, but Paul 
Gascoigne will play. Martin 
Keown is ruled out with an aim 
injury and Paul Ince could be 
rested. Hoddle admitted he 
had left Shearer out on 
Wednesday as he did not want 
the Italians to get another look 
at him. “They have not seen the 
real Alan Shearer,” he said - 
Shearer was carrying a groin in- 
jury when he played against Italy 
in February. 


•Shearer was very impressed 
with Scholes’ full debut. “If it 
was not for Eric Cantona, he 
would be a regular for Man- 
chester United and England by 
now,** he said. 

France have made eight 
chan ges from the side who 
drew 1- 1 with Brazil on Tuesday 
more by application than in- 
spiration. Among those left out 
is Zinedine Zidane, who looked 
jaded after a long season with 
J liven tus. He was similarly tired 
and ineffectual during Euro 96 
and his condition is a concern 
to the French as he is supposed 
to provide the midfield lock- 
picking which is so crucial at in- 
ternational level. This will 
especially apply to France next 
summer as they are the home 
team and will be under pressure 
to push forward. 

This could help England’s re- 
cent adoption of a counter-at- 
tacking sr/ie, though the French 
defence, marshalled by the su- 
perb Laurent Blanc, will be 
Formidable. They have lost once 
in 34 matches, but need to win 
more often, to that end Youri 
Djorkaeff has been handed Zi- 
dane’s playmaking role and 
Christophe Dugarry and Nico- 
las Ouedec are give a chance to 
end France's scoring problem. 

England are based on the At- 
lantic coast in La Baule 520 
miles from tonight's game in 
Montpellier. This is not the re- 
sult of an FA blunder, but part 
of .Hoddle’s long-term plan- 
ning. His intention is to recre- 
ate Bisham Abbey, England's 
Berkshire training base, in 
France next year. 

Tb this end England are con- 
sidering basing themselves here, 
an hour’s drive from Nantes, and 
% in and out for matches. For 
evening games they would fly in 
on the day and sleep in the af- 
ternoon. HoddJe said he often 
did this when he was playing for 
Monaco and would be asking 
the squad for their reaction. 




unknown 


PHIL SHAW 


Scotland, having taken the bal- 
ance of points from Austria and 
come out even with Sweden* 
must guard against theirakoost 
traditional generosity to- Sup- 
posedly weaker countries when 
the World Cup campaign re- 



Christophe Dugarry of Milan, Patrick Vieira of Arsenal and Yburi Djorkaeff of Intomazkmale, three recent exports from the French ^football factory’ 


Experts in the export business 


England are not only playing a 
country in Montpellier today, 
they are taking on a footballer 
factory. In the last few years 
France has become one of the 
biggest producers of footballers 
in Europe, surpassed only by the 
countries of the former Yugo- 
slavia. traditionally the conti- 
nent’s leading exporter. 

Just this week Arsenal signed- 
two more French players while, 
in Italy- Alain Boghossian moved 


to other countries because they 
combine technical ability with 


from Napoli to Sampdoria on a 
" ,000-a-year contract. None 


ENGLAND (powalUoV Seaman; G NflvSe. 
Swrthfiate. Oraphnlt; BetHam, Lee at le 
Son, Batty. Gascoigte, P IMh; Sdxrfea 
or S&crtntfnm, Sheerer. 

FRANCE: Barthez; Tbaram. Blanc. iTOat- 
ty, la&r, Deectampa. VMn, Keller; 
Djoilmff! Dugarry, Oncdoc. 


Barcelona look to Fifa 


Barcelona have made a last- 
ditch effort to stop Ronaldo 
moving to Intemazionale by in- 
voking a Fifa rule that would 
prevent his unnegotiated trans- 
fer to a non-Spanish club. 

Inter had looked likely to pay 
the 4,5bn pesetas (£19m) stip- 
ulated in Ronaldo's contract as 
the price needed to release 
him from his obligations with 
Barcelona. It is normal practice 
in Spain for players to sign con- 
tracts including such withdrawal 
clauses, but the world govern- 
ing body recognises such con- 
tracts only for transfers within 
Spain. 

The Inter president. Massi- 
mo Moratti, said: “We are sur- 


prised. I have put the matter in 
the hands of able lawyers in Italy 
and Spain. I hope to understand 
the situation fetter.” 

Ottmar Hitzfeld has resigned 
as coach of Borussia Dortmund, 
just over a week after the dub 
won the European Cup. Hitzfeld 
is to lake on (he role of sports 
director at the dub. 

Geoff Chappie yesterday 
ended his 13-year management 


reign at Woking by leaving the 
all Come 


GM Vauxhall Conference club 
to take charge of the Icis 
League Premier Division team. 
Kingstonian. Chappie has 
steered the Surrey side to three 
FA Trophy wins in the last four 
years. 


£300,C 

of these players are even in the 
French Toumoi de France squad, 
though Boghossian did join two 
players who are: Christian Ka- 
rembeu and Pierre Laigle. 

They are two of nine Italian- 
based players in the French 
squad. With others in England 
(Franck Leboeuf and Patrick 
Vieira), Spain and Germany, 
only seven of (he 22 still play m 
France and several of those, like 
Bruno N’Gotty and Robert 
Pires, are constantly linked with 
moves away. 

Despite these exports French 
dubs have become successful in 
Europe after many years of fail- 
ure. Marseilles’ 1923 Champions* 
Cup success - France’s first Eu- 
ropean trophy - may be cloud- 
ed by bribery allegations but Paris 
St-Gennain have readied the last 
two Cup-Winners' Cup finals, 
winning in 1996. Thai year Bor- 
deaux reached the Uefa Cup fi- 
nal while Monaco and Auxerre 
have also made an impact All of 
this has been achiev ed with very 
few foreign players. 

French players are attractive 


physical resilience, a combina- 
tion most evident, to differing 
degrees, in Didier Deschaxnps 
ofJuventus. 

The emergence of players 
like Deschamps, his team-mate 
Zinedine Zidane, and others 
like Marcel DesaiJJy, Lilian 
Thuram and Karembeu is one 
reason why the Football Asso- 
ciation's Charter for Quality, 
the new coaching initiative, 
draws heavily from the French 
example. 

This may seem odd when to- 
day's squads run out. While 
England can offer Phil and 
Gary Neville, David Beckham, 
Paul Scholes and Sol Campbell, 
only Vieira is under 23 in the 
French squad However, that 
party, which also has only two 
players over 29, has been to- 
gether over a period of several 
years with the express aim of 
peaking for next year's World 
Cup which the French host 

Below this group the pro- 
duction line shews no sign of fal- 
tering. France are in the World 
Under-20 Championships in 
Malaysia later this moalh and on 
Thursday won the prestigious 
Toulon tournament, beating 
Portugal - whose own youth sys- 
tem is renowned - in the final. 

England, though they are 
also in Malaysia, are heavily re- 
liant on the success of a few out- 
standing youth development 
schemes, primarily at Man- 
chester United and, more lat- 
terly, the FAs own national 
schooL The shake-up proposed 


Glenn Moore on 

the French youth 
programme that is 
the envy of Europe 


by Howard Wilkinson is long 
overdue -the French began re- 
viewing their system more than 
20 years ago. 

“We changed our methods in 
1974 and it is paying off today,” 
said Arsdne Wenger, Arsenal’s 
French manager. “We have a 
professional detection of young 
players and work with them 
from very early on. From 14 to 
20 they train every day. The qual- 
ity of coaching is very good" 

There have been two strands 
to their progress. The first came 
from the clubs which realised 
they did not have the resources 
to compete with the better- 
supported and sponsored giants 
of western Europe and thus be- 
gan breeding players instead of 
buying them. This trend was led 
by dubs like Nantes (who pro- 
duced Deschamps, DesaiUy and 
Karemfeu) and Guy Roux's 
Auxerre, who have gone from 
a park club to the Champions’ 
League. The wealthier French 
elute, like PSG and Marseilles, 
were slow to catch on but now 
have similar schemes. 

Talented young players are 
brought to the club, housed and 
schooled. Coaches have to be 
far better qualified than in the 
UK and have much greater se- 
curity of tenure - in England a 
change of manager often means 
a new youth coach. Oubs like 


Arsenal and Crystal Palace are 
trying to change that by making 
independent appointments. 

France went on to win the 
1984 European Championship, 
but when they failed to qualify 
for the 1990 World Cup in 
neighbouring Italy it was de- 
rided more needed to be done. 

Gerard Houllier was ap- 
pointed Technical Director and 
he set up a national coaching 
network with schools of excel- 
lence, developed the fledgling 
national coaching centre and 
football institute at Claire- 
fontaine, and invested heavily 
in the national youth teams. It 
is dements of thk system the FA 
are seeking to copy. 

However, success has brought 
its problems. The steady exodus 
of players may be good for the 
national team, which benefits 
from their experience, but it is 
devaluing the national league, 
leaving it even more vulnerable 
to depredations. 

Alarmingly, French players 
are now being poached as 
teenagers, with Arsenal’s con- 
troversial acquisition of Nicolas 
Anclka not an isolated case. Ju- 
ventus have recently lured an 
lS-year-oid defender, Saliou 
Lassissi, away from Rennes and 
a 17-year-old goalkeeper, Se- 
bastien Frey, from Cannes. 

Then there is the nature of 
the players being produced. 
They are very good technically 
but some regard them as being 
over-coached and lacking the 
imagination of predecessors 
such as Michel Platini and 
Aiain Giresse. Zidane is billed 


as the new Platini but is yet to 
perform well for the national 
side in major competition. 

Another concern is for the 
players who do not make it The 
□on-footballing education that 
young players receive in their 
hothouse development is, said 
one French journalist, “good 
only for a weak job. They end 
up playing part-time with a job 
being found by the chairman or 
sponsor but, at 30. it’s over. For 
every 10 or 20 players who 
come through. 80 disappear." 

Youth development is not a 
precise science. Paul Rideout 
was a sensation at 15 but nev- 
er went on to play for England, 
Shaun Brooks, son of the for- 
mer international Johnny, was 
tipped for great things hut spent 
most of his career at Orient. By 
contrast, the young Ian Wright 
was ignored bv the profession- 
al game and learned his trade 
at parks level. 

The French have their own ex- 
amples. Ibrahim Ba, the exciting 
23-year-old right-winger, had 
four clubs before he was 18, with 
PSG among the clubs which re- 
jected him. Juventus-bound Las- 
sissi was turned away by Nantes. 

But while some will always 
disappoint, or emerge late, a 
well-structured and resourced 
system can only be of benefit. 
The English FA is finally recog- 
nising this but it will take time 
to catch up. At present the 
French are pulling further away 
- in January they launched a 
scheme in harness with the 
government to improve school 
football for eight-year-olds. 


smnes against Belarus in Min- 
sk tomorrow. 

If February’s draw with Esto- 
nia in Monaco did not qtrite rank 
alongside Costa Rica and Iran in 
the Utany of largesse, its impac t 
on Scottish hopes of advancing 
from Group Four to France 
might have to be reassessed 
should Craig Brown’s under- 
strength team fail to beat Belarus. 

Victory in their last three 
Group Four games - the Scots 
conclude at home to Latvia and 
Belarus - would- guarantee at 
least second place and a strong 
chance of qualification- Any- 
thing less and Scotland will be 
reduced to relying bn the three 
former Soviet republics to take 
points off Austria and Sweden,' 

The match represents a trip 
into the unknown in more re- 
spects than Brown would have 
liked. Their inaugural meeting 
with Belarus (they are the first ' 
British side to play there) also 
finds him forced into major 
adjustments to his tried and 
trusted defence. 

In the absence of the two Col- 
ins, Hendry and Caldeiwood, 
who are both recovering from: 
surgery, the Scotland manager 
used tfiie friendlies against Wiles 
and Malta to evaluate the mer- 
its of Christian Dailfy David Weir 
and Brian McAllister. While the. 
latter pair were unconvincing. 
Brown has Kale option other than 
to use one with Tom Boyd and 
Da illy in a back three. 

Doubts over that department 
are counter-balanced by Paul 
Lambert’s return after his Eu- 
ropean Cup heroics. The Dort- 
mund player maybe deputed to 
pick up Valentin Belkevich, 
whom Brown likens to Georgi 
Kiokladze. Belkevich, he 
warned topically, putsa “Brazil- 
ian bend” on his free-kicks. 

The injury to John Collins in 
Malta provides a further dilem- 
ma. Darren Jackson could re- 
place him in midfield, letting 
Gordon Durie in up front, 
though that would mean split- 
ting up the burgeoning part- 
nership between Jackson and 
Kevin Gallacher. 

“Well go out with a positive 
attitude and I'm asking the p lay- 
ers for one final effort ai the end 
of a long, hard season," Brown 
said. “I rate Belarus on a par with 
Latvia, who we did well to beat 
in Riga. But if we could get a goal 
Td hope some of their players 
might lose interest, with us be- 
ing top and them bottom.” 

Two years ago today, Belarus 
beat the Netherlands 1-0 in a Eu- 
ropean Championship qualifier. 
Despite their inability to build on 
that triumph, Brown is only too 
aware that two-thirds of their 
squad play with leading Moscow 
dubs and will be underestimat- 
ed at Scotland’s periL 


Brisbane win battle of the Broncos 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 


Brisbane drew first blood for 
Australia in the Battle of the 
Broncos that opened the World 
Club Championship yesterday 
morning, but London gave 
them a scare before running out 
of steam to lose 42-22. 

The British side recovered 
from an early 12-point deficit, 
with tries by Andrew Duncan, 
Robbie Beazley and two - set- 
ting a new club scoring record 
- from Scott Roskell. But then 
they lost Shaun Edwards, who 
had inspired their fightback af- 
ter coming on as a first-half sub- 
stitute. with a hamstring injury. 


Brisbane, league leaders in 
Australia, immediately recap- 
tured the lead through Dairen 
Lockyer. who also kicked sev- 
en from seven, and ran away 
with it in the last quarter, as the 
long journey and a heavy penal- 
ty count caught up with London. 
" The North Queensland Cow- 
boys captain, lan Roberta miss- 
es today's match against Leeds 
with a knee injury, but their Itet 
booker, Steve Walters, is fit to 
face a foil strength Heading] ey 
side. 

Salford go into their game in 
Adelaide tomorrow under the 
shadow cast by the life ban on 
their former captain, Ian 
Biease, for assaulting a touch- 
judge. “They will be shocked at 


the severity' of the sentence, be- 
cause Ian is a highly-respected 
team-mate to all of them,” the 
club's chairman. John Wilkin- 
son. said. “I hope they will be 
professional enough not to be 
affected by it.” 

Biease, who has an excellent 
disciplinary record over his long 
career, is taking the weekend to 
deride whether to lodge an ap- 
peaL 

Also in Australia tomorrow, 
Halifax face a formidable task 
against Canberra Raiders, while 
in Europe Warrington, Castle- 
ford and Paris all open up with 
home fixtures. 

Warrington have Salesi Fin- 
au back from suspension on the 
wing and - importantly- Paul 


Sculthorpe fit again after a 
chest injury to face the highly- 
fancied Cronulla Sharks. 

Castleford. bottom of the 
league in Europe, switch Adri- 
an Vowlcsback to his usual po- 
sition of stand-off in place of the 
injured Graham Steadman, 
while Paris face an in-form 
Hunter Mariners, who beat 
Brisbane last week. 

England and Wiles will come 
together as Great Britain for the 
1998 World Cup, which will be 
staged in three countries in the 
Southern hemisphere. Papua 
New Guinea will stage World 
Cup matches for (he first time, 
(he International Board decided 
ai its meeting in Pam yesterday. 

TWelve teams, including for 


the first time the New Zealand 
Maoris, will be split into four 
pools two in Australia and one 
each in New Zealand and 
Papua New Guinea when the 
competition is held in the au- 
tumn of next year. 

The chairman of the Maori 
Rugby League, John Tamihere, 
said: “This is a wonderful day 
in the history of both the Maori 
nation and the code of rugby 
league in New Zealand. We are 
proud and delighted to receive 
the invitation and we look for- 
ward immensely to the chal- 
lenge. We clearly support our 
sovereign body, the New 
Zealand Rugby League, but 
we hope to represent file Maori 
nation with pride." 


Criville promises to become king of Le Castellet 


Motorcycling 


Alex Criville upstaged his Hon- 
da team-mate, Michael Doo- 
han. in yesterday's opening 

practice session for the French 
Grand Prix at Le CasieUeL 

The Spaniard was fastest on 
the 2.35-raile track in lmin 
21.456sec. Doohan. the reign- 
ing world champion and world 
championship leader, was sec- 
ond in 1:21.737. "IVe beaten 
him once this season in the 
Spanish Grand Prix," Criville 
said. “I know I can do it again." 

Italy's Doriano Romboni, on 
an Aprilia, docked the third 
fastest lime of 1:21.916. 


On the Isle of Man, the Uls- 
terman Phillip McCallen 
changed to a winning double on 
the final day of the 90th An- 
niversary IT races. The 33- 
year-old Portadown racer 

comfortably won the Production 

race and then took the festival’s 
six-lap Senior race. 

The Production race was cut 
to two laps because of uncertain 
weather, but McCallen over- 
came the challenge of a tricky 
course with a mixture of damp 
and dry sections. He rode a cal- 
culated. cautious race, he ading 
Off the early challenge of 
Ducati's Ion Simpson to secure 
Honda’s 90th success on the Is- 
land as he rode home. 


“It was really great to get out 
there and win again," said Mc- 
Callen, who crashed at high 
speed during Monday’s 250cc 
race. “I had a fine physiother- 
apist working on me. 1 took it 
easy from the first half-lap, 
then upped the pace, but 1 was 
pretty careful throughout. 
There are some awkward damp 
patches around the course." 

McCa lien's victory avenged 
his defeat in Widnesday's Ju- 
nior race by Scotland’s Ian 
Simpson. The Dalbeattie rider 
on a Ducati had to be content 
with second place, ahead of Pre- 
ston’s Simon Beck. 

There was better to come in 
the Senior race, with McCallen, 


despite always holding the up- 
per hand, locked in a fierce duel 
with Glaswegian Jim Moodie 
aboard the V-Tvin 500cc Hon- 
da Grand Prix bike. 

Windermere’s Bob Jackson 
threatened an upset when lead- 
ing after two laps as be adopt- 
ed a one-stop refuelling strategy 
- all the other riders pitted 
twice. However, McCallen com- 
fortably headed him off and the 
Kawasaki rider finished an 
eventual third. 

“It was an enjoyable, perfect 
end to the week - 1 rode care- 
fully, concentrating hard all of 
the time, and everything worked 
perfectly," said McCallen after 
his victory by S.7scc over 


Moodie. bwas McCall en’s third 
win of the week, and his 11th in 
total on the island. 
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UOTES OF 
THE WEEK 


■ If anyone slags us off after 
that, they need beheading. 
Darren Gough, on England's 
memorable first day of the Ash- 
es. . 

■ Where’s the nearest classi- 
cal musical shop? ) need some 
soothing music. Geoff Marsh, 
Australia’s coach. 

■ The boulevard of dreams is 
stffi alive. Jonathan Peace. C5 
commentator, after England’s 
second goal against Poland. 

■ ft was an injury collected in 
armed combat. Glenn Hodde, 
England coach, on the gashed 
catf suffered by Paul Gascoigne. 

' ■ Even in the tunnel I looked 
at tfwi afe knew^ were in 
for a HcWng. Parf Ince, of Eng- 
land, on the Foies. 

■ What 1 enjoyed waff the oth- 
er players’ faces*. Their eyes 
popped because they could 
not believe ft. Roberta Carlas 
after, his banana free-kick for 
Brazil In theTbumo? de France. 

■ It will be different In Rome, 
there will be 80,000 screaming 
Italians for a start Glenn Hod- 
dle, ERgtahd coach, after Eng- 
land's rawmo/ win over tax 
■ffeitfrt poll up. He’S a cow* 
ard. Donovan BaHey on Mchael 
Johnson, after the 150m head- 
to-head In tbronto. 

■ m-not Mother Teresa. 1‘m 
not here to do charily work for 
anybody. Marc Rossiet, Swiss 
tennis -player, asked if he felt 

sympathy for hi&leUow French 
Open competitors on a windy 
day.' 

■ Their remerfcable -successes 
over the last 12 months lend 
force to the ars^mem that the 
city Is now the sporting capital 
of England, fony Banks, sports 
Minister, pays tribute to the city 
of Leicester. 


Watson out of sight 


Golf 


ANDY FARRELL 

reports from Royal St George's 


Better men than Craig Watson 
have driven out of bounds on 
the 14th hole here but, despite 
doing iL twice in his semi-final 
yesterday, the 31 -year-old Scot 
progressed to today’s 36-hole fi- 
nal of the Amateur Champion- 
ship. 

Bernhard Laager, that most 
methodical of strategists, pa- 
tiently explained why he hit an 
iron off the 14th lee for three 
days when the Open Champion- 
ship visited Sandwich in 1993. 
On the final day Langer look a 
driver, sliced it out of bounds 
and lost his chance of catching 
Greg Norman. 

Watson, who works in his 
family's lighting shop in Falkirk 

when not playing gplf, could have 

had his hopes extinguished when 
he lost two halls on the adjoin- 
ing Prince’s course to go one- 
down to Bath's Colin Edwards. 

Despite the greatness of the 
P rize ~ ihe Amateur champion 
is annually invited to the US. 
Masters - the Scottish interna- 
tional maintained his usual 
phlegmatic air. u ] was beginning 
to gel excited but the 14th kept 
that in check," he said. 

Having chipped in at the 
ninth to start a run of three 
holes won, Wilson, who turned 
to a long-handled putter two 
weeks ago. got up and down at 

u ! 5 T lo sc l ,Jarc match. 
He halved the next from a 
bunker when his par-putt did a 
3ft0-dcgrec spin before drop- 


ping in, and then won the 17th 
after Edwards drove into a 
bunker. Edwards' putt at the last 
to continue the game onfy just 
missed before Watson holed 
from three feet for the victqiy. 

It was the second time in the 
day Edwards had faced Barclay 
Howard, who caddied for Wht- 
son. Edwards, who has 52 caps 
for England, bad beaten the 
W^ker Cup man at the last in 
the quarter-finals after making 
“one of the best swings, of my 
life" at the ISth hole. Edwards 
hit a foe-iron to four feSfwh3e 
Howard slipped down into 
Duncan’s Hollow. . 

'Watson wiQ today face the; 
South African Trevor Immei- 
man. who will be attempting to 
become the first overseas win- 
ner for seven-years and the 
youngest champion, beating the 
record of his countryman Bob- 
by Cole, who was 18 when he 
won in 1966 . Jnwnehnan, foe 
only winner o£|ns national ju- 
nior and senior Amateur titles, 
in the same year, won the bat- 
tle of the 17 -year-oMswhen he 
recovered from being three 
down with eight to play against 
West Herts’ David Griffiths to 
win by one hofcj ' . 

Nick Price and Greg Norman 
share the lead after the open- 
ing round offoc Kemper Open 
in Potomac,. Maryland. Pnce, 
display ing ominously Rood form 
before next week** US Open, 
paired every. hole on the front 
nine yesterday then stormed 
home with ffyP _ back -nine 
birdies to jam his friend and ri- 
val Norman at-five-tinder-par oo 
at the AvenelTPC course. 
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sight 


Fallon’s day 
in the field 

of Reams 


sport 


GREG WOOD 

reports from Epsom 

As anyone who has just backed 
a winning outsider will tell you, 
horses have no idea of their stan- 
Ppce, and neither, as Reams 
Of Verse ably demonstrated in 
the Oaks here yesterday, do 
they take much notice of their 
family tree. Before the race, 
there were many doubts about 
whether the filly’s stamina would 
stretch to 12 gruelling furlongs 
around lEpsom Downs, but one 
irresistible surge well inside the 
fraal furlong carried Reams Of 
Verse past Gazelle Royale and 
into the front rank of middle-dis- 
tance runners in the latest Clas- 
sic generation. 

That she did so was thanks 
mainly to the assurance under 
pressure of Kieren Fallon, her 
jockey, who was clearly going 
best of all as they swung through 
lanenham Corner, but found his 
most obvious route to the from 
blocked by, ironically, Michael 
Kinane and Reams Of Verse’s 
stablemate. Yashmak, with two 
furlongs to run. Fallon kepi his 
mount balanced and running - 
which is not easy on the giddy 
camber of Epsom’s home 
straight - before pulling wide of 
Gazelle Royale and finding the 
last, crucial effort which gave 
Henry Cecil his fifth Oaks win- 
ner in the last 13 years. 

This, of course/was the Clas- 
sic winner which Fallon had not 
expected to be riding, following 
a 10-day riding ban imposed by 
stewards in Italy which, fortu- 
nately, he persuaded them to de- 
fer until after Royal Ascot. All 
in all, things could hardly be go- 
ing better for the Irishman, 
who has new won two of the 
three English Classics run so far 
this season, and who wfll attempt 
to make it three out of four on 
Symonds Inn, a 20-1 chance, in 
the Derby this afternoon. 

“Funnily enough, 1 didn't 
worry about finding trouble,” 
Fallon said. “She has a very 
quick turn of foot and, more 
than anything, it helped me. oth- 
erwise 1 probably would have 
kicked sooner than ! wanted. It 
turned out well." 

Cecil's recent strike-rate in 
the Oaks may be better than one 
in three, but for Khalid Abdul- 
lah. Reams Of Verse’s owner, 
this was a first success in the race. 
Abdullah, who has now won 
four of the five English Classics, 


Royal ban for Dettori 


Frankie Dettori will miss the fi- 
nal day of Royal Ascot after he 
picked up a two-day ban at Ep- 
som yesterday. 

He was ruled out on 16 & 20 
June for his riding of Fatefully 
in the VodacaU Victress Stakes. 
Fatefully finished third behind 
Samara bur was demoted to 
fourth after an inquiry found 
him guilty of careless riding. 

Because he was given the 
minimum sentence. Dettori is 
free to ride on days when there 
is a Group One race, as there 
is on the first three days of Roy- 
al Ascot. 

But by missing the Friday or 
the meeting he is ruled out of 
the Hardwicke Stakes, Kings 
Stand Stakes, Wokingham 
Handicap and King Edward 
VU Stakes.' 
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10030; 2- 2fo. (T D Bemm. 

•xvtrzsi '# - 
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Dettori said: “I don’t be- 
lieve I rode into anybody." But 
the stewards found that Fate- 
fully had interfered with Baked 
Alaska which in turn hampered 
Out West, placed fourth. 

They considered it was 
caused’ by careless riding and 
had improved the placing of 
fatefully who was demoted to 
fourth and Out West promot- 
ed to third. 

Senior stewards secretary 
Patrick Hibbert-Foy said: “ft 
was a borderline case and the 
stewards deliberated long and 
hard about their verdict. 

“The stewards found Dettori 
guilty of careless riding be- 
cause he did not make enough 
effort to avoid going left across 
five other runners about half a 
furlong after the start" 
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is dearly a slightly difficult man 
lo please, since his first comment 
to the trainer after yesterday’s 
race was ~now I want to win the 
J,UU0 Guineas’’. As long as he 
keeps sending horses to Wferren 
Place, it is. you suspect, simply 
□ mailer of time, 

Cecil, for one, is taking the 
request seriously: “She has to 
rate very highly among my oth- 
er Oaks winners. She didn't get 
a very good run but she got out 
of trouble and won very well in 
the end. The Prince has always 
said he would luve to win the 
Oaks, hut having won. he 
turned to me and said he’d nev- 
er won the 1.UOO Guineas so we 
are back where we started." 

Reams Of Verse’s victory 
capped an excellent start for the 
punters on one of the most im- 
portant weekends of the season, 
and there was earlier encour- 
agement for those who will 
play up their winnings on En- 
trepreneur this afternoon when 
Michael Stouic. his trainer, 
look the Corona lion Cup with 
Singspiel. 

Though he has spent much of 
his recent career racing abroad, 
Singspid has done so with such 
conspicuous success that he is a 
firm favourite with British race- 
goers. He was applauded all the 
way from the two-furlong pole 
as be galloped away from 
Dushyanlor to record his first 
Group One success on home 
soil, and improve his position as 
the leading money-earner in 
European racing history still 
further. 

“Racing needs heroes and 
champions and he’s a champi- 
on." Frankie Dettori, his jock- 
ey, said. “It's very exciting to ride 
a horse like that, it gives me 
goose-pimples every time." 

Sheikh Mohammed, Sings- 
piel’s owner, has now seen his 
colours led into the Epsom 
winner’s enclosure after eight 
Group One races, but the Der- 
by, the one be covets above all. 
continues to elude him. If the 
oversight annoys him, he hides 
it well, however, and Singspiel 
is clearly a particular favourite. 
“He has an Arabic look about 

his face, and he is very versatile," 
the Sheikh said. “He is much 
stronger this year, and now he 
will go and take on the best 
horses in Europe.” 

That will include, perhaps. 
Reams Of Verse, and today's 
Derby winner. The season is 
only just be ginnin g. 




The Oaks field passes the woods at the top of Tattenham Hill before Reams Of Verse asserted in the closing stages to secure the Classic 
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4 060-23 SAMUB. SCOTT (20) (EF) U rtp? 4 9 i<j 0aaeONdl2 

5 -51134 SEA fflEEDOM (14) (D) (BF1 G 6 S J..S Drowse 3 V 

8 415460 MUONS CAWiB? 0M (Di j 3 C._FLyncft4 

-6dedsred- 

BET1WE: m See Reedm. 7-2 fienete AssemN)). Samuel Seatt. 1U 
Castle CeenReoes, 51 Naatae PomL Dandng CaHOar 


WORCESTER ^ 

HYPERION 

255 Diddy Rymer S25 Plinth 4D5 Vi- 
sion Of Freedom 4-35 Santefla Cape 
5J0 MarteB Boy 5-40 Kerryfe Oats 6JD 
SeaTarth 

GOING: riiaM.- tuume-Good; Hurtles- Good lo Fkm 
■ Lert-ieuid voatm. tod with kmg straiBhu. 
■LVusc too A441 Snsoji I m. ADM19S0M Mem- 
bew S I2A0: ToaersaHs SO. SO; Couim- iB (OAPs 
iLWl) CARPARK: FYwpIcnk- ana paridnglUG. 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Flash Chick l lUtt); 
JnnctioA TWeetjtwo & The Yokel Cram 

hwy (vtorcd, .“L 3 S}; Beilins (vporwL 8.10). 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-OIOTANCB RUNNERS: Imperial Hon- 
ors S2M) A Cion 47 House (■).*) sera J7B mBes 
by H Lampanl from KtnftAridac.Dgvoa 

255 NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
F) £2^75 added 3m 

1 41- IIOH AAOE (22) 7 11 13 GStenUa(7) 

2 PP14- HRL0Wir(l2) 511B SWpae 

3 Oim- DOW WU£H (14) 7 11 3, RIMeaeoe (S) 

4 52 m- mET MS5BE (15) (D) 11113 ..JlPMeCqi 

5 0413- SIS’ MIME (10)0)5111 Dfcrttffl 

6 0304- CYPRSS AVORg (31) 5 10 fl — -N MBnnrmn 

7 22WG RAJRXWP4) B105 SFte 

8 2554- PMIDBi HOMEY (16) 7 Ifl 4 JtriTlnert (7) 

9 642F- UFHIRHSFULE(12)m61D3 JUetem 

106P50- MESP (134) E ID 2 LWjwrV 


HOPS*- BAOEDBM£P06100 Wtentoe 

12 6P50- DANZANTE (38) 5100 ICteotty 

aOOOF- BETOm THE STARS 6100 BReeal 

14 003P- HE GREY TEXAN (12) 8 100 DOSten 

154004- TUU0WUDYP5) 6100 JRKntep 

16 (005 CALGARY GRL (12) 5100 I HdJemoK [7} 

17P0GP- RASH CMCX (12) 8 10 0 C Unrip B 

18P050- M>S«LH0N(ffiS(33)6100 JkL0teer[7) 
-ISdecteed- 

Meam: ifla Bate ongt 9a 126, Dan» S8a liA aeyert 
neSBnMHte ihe Gey teen 9a 9ft rites ijtySaSb C* 
pry GM Wi (7)tt 9a 4b ir^Bte Mnis £B 2b 

HEIIMk 7-2 Hen Aerie, B-lQfpccetteate^ Hr Lomy.Ste 
ki Uae, Pender Hoakey, IM lyplaft teide, 12-1 ottos 
3J25 NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4575 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1)7223- KSM CRYSIAL (KZ) (IB) B120 RGnete 

2 166a HBHLDS0RDIBRY(U)0)711 9 AThORrioa 

3 0PP3- AN0neilflJB8LEXa7) 6116— VStetHj 

4 RF541- CHAN HE IIAN (12) 6116 floflribO) 

5 464a OLOAROWES (184) 8116 HRfctoril 

6 303a PUnHdDtBF) 6113 NOT fen 

7 C22P THE voxel (7) UlfllO PHerteyAB 

B 0P3U- OOLIffll DRUM (15) 7109 TJUspt^B 

9 FY525- STRATTON aYH) p.7) 7105 BPWri 

1DPP43- GBmrSPBDC(lO)6103 SCnmn 

U0P3P DSSNS PSEROGAINE (2G) 7103 — ICOMUy 
i2om- jucnoNmemmmBT) 7 ioowkmhb 

130PSa SOUie-B (33) 7 10 0 OHenk 

14P856- CRORN IVORY (NZ)P4) 9100 SftaV 

150642/ FAST FREEZE (412) (D) 11100. — RJafnee 

-15tecteed- 

BETTWG: 7-2 Chaa The Mao, 401 KM CiyatH. 8-1 Pfiotfa, 
Banre Mfa, 10-1 BaUn Dim, Denys teeragMee, 12-1 
Skeuan Ryer, kwrllwi Trwartytao, IMribm 


405 HAMMCAP HURDLE (CLASS F) 
£2^575 added 2m 

1 0(354- HUTA2Z (S3) (D) 51110 BPnnal 

2 02511 BUVE0FF0RnK(12)m9115MJteted(7) 

322606- NOUGHT (IS) (D) 10114 LHeny 

4 00(65- 1B3SAT (96) 833) 8113 SUptte 

5 74551- WWSFOffl ML p6) 6113 -APHcCoy 

6 45FTO- HSKMOFREEDOHpqn 9110LCteUn(7) 

7 04SQ- iu»frsuwr(12)lp} 81O12-PUELQM0ria 

8 30443- RASSt CARET (129 (D9 51011HAHh*Bai4B 

9 3350P- AWS0MEB0Y{7) 410 5 B Fenton 

1D3F3Z3- CUSSKP»Lp3)m 6305 CUeeMte 

11PU51 1UHRU HOME (35) 5104 MHctertl 

1243516- AJ0AR (7) (D) (BF) 6101 AJateeon 

1300531- TAIHHW(24) 4100 JCAfeperaRV 

-13tedared- 

Mrrirun m&L 10a. True hawfop oe^ic rafmw fta lUi 
BETTOT 7-2Ttertl Hone, 6-1 Hate OfFertme, Matort 
MR 10-1 Ikitazz, No UgM, ftaser Carey. 12-1 atan 

435 MADEN HURDLE (CLASS E) £2,925 
added 2m 4f 

1 n> AncnCCHARHHtaq 5115 B Fenton 

2 2/0PP- OT0NAR DUDE (26) 7 11 5 .. M A Ftepnld 

3 1SP2- 8tHTOW(28) 7115. SF* 

4 OOOF- JUST BECAUSE (12) 5125 PMrlu^te 

5 50PP- LATE BCOUNJBI (245) 6 11 5 W Henten 

6 fr LORD COOL («) 6115 HBery(7) 

7 3233- HH POfRETDH (33) 8115 —LHmey 

8 0032 PROTOTYPE (TO) 6115 Litem 

9 253a SCALP -OI [7) 9115 DrPPittetert 

100S3Q’ SCAS1F7 RAABLER (547) S 11 5 IQRatf 

11 OTP KNBIY COOPS? (28) 6115 E Byrne B 

12 »1AM^5110 LWyer 

13 FTW CIOUW HOUSE (4Q 8110 Ur L Steer (7) 

14/5002- SPARKLING RICH (17) 5 11 0 — Gay Lew [3) 
15 OPS- TH3NCAIM»E(17) 6110SBpMelte*al($ 


is mrsnfr-TOGarersuo scum 

17 POO- DUWI0NIOTHT (17)41013 .VSMtuy 

18 F32- SAMBLA CAPE (7) 41013 APHcCoy 

190323- TlffiUAR ( 17 ) PF) 4 10 13 DFortt(3)B 

20 P- DUWT0NQUffll(17) 4108 Gary L J ob 

- 20 declared - 

BETTW& 4-1 Pietelypa, S-lTkokfu, teatote. 7-1 San- 
tetaCqu, 10-1 Debater Date, InriCooL 12-1 otters 

5l 10 HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4075 
added 2m Tf 110yds 

1 24C1- UABTB1 BOY (15)<C) 10 12 0 _N Wten 
2F5335- SORT PARTD (2^81110 HBaryl 1) 

3 13P- JB1VMEN1M (19 11119 W Huston 

4 /PPCF- DESBUBUN HO) 9U6 0Burnb(5) 

5 2322- WkPPERS DEUGHT (20) 9 11 2 --X Akpuu (5) 

6 3335- PAPS? STAR (24) 10111 BPwri 

7 F142- GSIS LAD (15) (BF) 101012 JtYHktaen (5) 

8 6235- sccffonpq moil. 11 a ntz^mi 

9 3UV- TEllSIOEXm M91010 J> Setter (5) B 

103221- UDnr0FF(2Q(CIB 8109 Stone 

11P03P- VCAR OF B8W (15) (0^10106 URtosnisH 

122D6P FATHER DOMING (191010 5 B Feats V 

13U54P- WZAL(33) 8100 ADo**«(7> 

wow- mrafioirsflou>(K 9 7100 — shumiv 

-lAdedered- 

UUnuKlOa. 7he»e^eE«iBf£bfl3b.tepofcan^fiaB5H. 

BSTW& 9-4 HaTOri Boy, 11-2 Gem Lai 6-1 Lay B Off , 
M Wlitews Dddrt IM Hury Purta, 14-1 Jte VNen- 
tee, Paper Star, SeokuL tout DeuUS-1 otters 
5y40 NAnONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (CLASS 
H) (DIV 1) £1*500 added 2m 

1 C0Um.H00X5114 LWyer 

2 REIHD00ME 5114 NOTanene 

3 a IEAaNGininf(332) 6U4HuVtetete(7) 

4 a JOrsWB»mG(2Q6U4 J)teter(5) 

5 006- IBBALBUJFF<2q 5114 XAfejm™® 


6 TREAT ME BOLD 5 11-1 Xtouiins(7) 

7 CHEL WORTH VI 51013 ICtfatly 

8 HONE BY K CAY 61013 CUweBye 

9 3- KERRY'S OATS (17) 51013 .._M A RtzgaaM 

10 mCHtS SLOW 5 10 U IkJTfennim 

11 42- aN0TWR(9)(BF) 51013 RMmey(3) 

12 UC POLECAT 5 10 13 .TJeefes 

13 a MTY-8EU£(3Q 51013 Rtoeea 

14 LADY OF GLEWOWAN J 10 8 E Byrne 

15 PWLEYTITAHA 4 108 SUftna 

16 CO- CU71B THE SECOND (66) 1 4 10 8 B Fenton 

17 eoa MUrnEDEVH.05) 4lO8._WVtetNa0M 

-17teducd- 

BEIWI6: 04 U Hotter. 8-1 Kenys Oats, 10-1 Htetei g 
North, 14-1 Rani Doone, Treat Me BokL 16-1 otters 

6l10 NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (CLASS 
H) (DIV U) £1^00 added 2m 

1 Pum- SEATARTH (21) 6116 N OTomrnn 

2 PP- BOOZMGGUHBO^ 6U4...ADon*eg(7) 

3 CASSRICR 511 4 WHandte 

4 600- BA1LMA (25) 5 11 4 SftntanV 

5 (W DEsarrtmmrtua) . --DVStAm 

6 G0NKABSWT5U4 AES»(7) 

7 SANOOUMG 5 11 4 RteOeaqr 

B 1EHPBIEDSIB9.6 11 4 XUeeeteit 

9 REVEW BOARD 5 11 4 HARbeeraH 

10 00 SALK (70) 5 11 4 GU(toi 

13 All R» THE CRACK 4 10 13 TJeokS 

11 3- AH0MBAMB0 (25)4 10 13 - SShealte[7] 

13 4- QUABMAT1C (66) 4 10 13 RUassay(3) 

14 THAS ADVBiTME 5 10 13 JtrABnan 

15 Nns/nWY51013 SWpne 

16 RJU0EANCY4 10 8 tepHa MlcteG (5) 

17 MX0RDMC1OJESS4 108 OBunwsfS) 

- 17 tedared - 

KITING! 3-ltetee Baord, 7-2 Here A eny, 7-lSeeltelh, 
Teaperad Steti, 8-1 AuottehMteo, 12-1 often 


HYPERION 

R40 Nor song 705 Petite Danseuse 7-35 Ivory 
Dawn 8j05 Purchasing Power &35 Tadwtga 
9j05 Keyboogie 


GOING: Good lo Finn. 

STALLS: GI& lm — (arjdde; remainder -stands skfe. 

DBAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Right-hand course with a I mfle straif^u (July course). 

■ Conn* Is SW of lom on A1304 . But Unk from Cambridge and 
Newmarket suuons. ADMISSION: dob S 15 (10 U> SA-ycaroUn 
ilO); Grandttend & Padrtock SID (IG u> 26-ycaruUs S6); Ftem- 
l; Enekwure SB. CAS PARK: Manbem £!; remainder free. 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Darting lender (A40); Bold Sprtps 
(7.:1D). WINNERS IN THE ULST SEVEN DATS: BeBas Gale Bt^ 
(aiUi woo at liiyflrkl on Saturday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: HeaUqurte Sock (6.40) has been - 
seat 317 mflea Try R McKeflu- trcnn Lcanahawnr, SUathctele- 


~A£\\ LADY AMATEURS DERBY HCAP rQfVl 
(CLASS F) £5^000 lm 4f 

122-12 HEJOKYARDE ROCK (8i (0) R lidtoar 5 11 11 

HnCWHUM n2A 

00060 oeassLADOD BHeefwibU 7 tewAHaonlSB 

065065 REHAAB O D Menu 4 113 Itee E J Jones TO Ifi 

30000 AUSUM (29 0 Dim 4 U 3 Hu DMdH>0 SB 

21504 KEM0F (IS) U Hammond 4 10 u — HbaA J Sndth (6) 13 

4-0561 E81AS GATE BOY (7) J tame 5 10 10 ipflaRe«ca8 

54150 CONTRACT BRDGE U2) P terphy 4 10 10 

— . . Met L Green (5) 11 


SOUTHWELL 5 ; ^ 

HYPERION 

&50 Mister Goodguy 7JL5 Mythical Approach 
7.45 Roberts Toy 8J5 SBverdale Lad &4S LuQf 
TUfty 9 l15 Noble Lord 

GOING: GihnI hi Firm ivrausteRi. 
m Lcft.hawl sharp, «al tnurtc. 

■ Course 5m W of Newark. Rollcston Junction course. 

AD MISSI ON: Oub 513: Tancnwlb* &fl (OAP memtera of 
cnunw'e Diamond Qub 51. undcr>1fts bee). CAR PARK: FYcc. 
BUNKERED FIRST TIMS: CUcf Gair ivtsoredUB. 1 S). 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAXB: LncyTtxftf (8.43) won 
ai Mate Rascn on SaumlKP. .. . . 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Robest*aT<y(r.76]hasbccnaea 
21 1 miles Uy M Pipe tomi NichobHheyw. Itonn. 

r=-H?D NCMCEHCAP CHASE (CLASS E) |S»y 
1^50] £4,075 added 3m UOyds Ir™ 1 

1 OOPU- |«SIH«G00DBUYCt9IMHO»te812DM— ..DMoob 

2 2333- P0USHfWH(12)BU««iFi9119— .JlrJLUBte^ 

3 2)046- SH00PE(USA)(O)K»taei»9114 -Rktom 

4 60P35- WL (12) R Bute 7 111 BPdW* 

5 UQf5- DUWJRllSPB 084 " 17111 JlSmitt 

6 80533 HNJPESSOBWOWT17idma*iJnnEs7110.Alkonten 

7 60042- HOWE MAN ( 12 ) J Tuna 5 10 13.^—. ——.—T Reed 

8 03350- TACIDt ( 11 ) Ws M Mri^n 7 ID 9 CUcComai*(7) 

q ^ncl f^sraOU)p3)MrisVWtons81tl8 TJteaptry 

iD tfgp UXaffQIJESON mt^D^ clOlOS-. L Haney 

rnci RGR REFRIGERAnON NOVICE [^1 
7-15 CHASE (D) £4,950 2m 4fH0sdS TO 

nnt. MyMCAL APPROACH (2D WDNddWl 7 11 BJUOteMO 
J ^ Slavic fiDWQmdan 7 UO —jrReed 

i ySi TUWW SYSTEMS (34) JWrte8U0 JRKWW0I 

-A doctoral - 

BEDllffi: 1-2 MyOtaT «' WtoStemAMIrtofMer, 

lMBtarMe 

r— DERRY BUIU>«G HANDICAP [SgH 
7^-5 CHASE (CLASS E) £5,400 2m SHU 

^7 rqbbITS TOY ( 17) (D)M^*8120 APMcCayB 

J SSuBOO(ISHa35)CB««611IO MBenyp) 

3 mW N0BLaYlUSA)pg7)CT R tel0U7 APMttaa 


8 -01040 SR»ECUnER(l29)Wltodl09llBSDeIariteD)12V 

9 50000 SUW DAM (S« (D) (BP)CSnw, 5 ID BJfta D tote P) 22 

10 00040 OPEN APEAK (9) H Nmy 4 10 8 IVFeastak(5)3 

U 1AM61 OURGAHilVBrM AMaMRacfeyS107JlmJJanat7 

12 063421 D0ffrDR0PB0MBHG)(D) D1)Dn8107-lftsJFtlden20 

13 20000 N0NVMnGE(S7)UChapna,fil04_-tesFNHdtete2 

14 4G545 OUR ED0C (J8) K Wn^oe 8 103 NtoSOeaB(5)4V 

15 00600 N0RS0NGd«)RAk8»USt5101 tesKMB(5)19 

16 000000 C0HBA (2B) B Cuwy 4 10 0 Mm A SMger (5) 27 

17 04004- SKATS LEGACY (178) (DIDABUKra 10 10 OJRAAulhnat 9 
IB CCOOO UZIJll(B)Jr£a5913__te»S™sb-JaaeDwwwi JE)26 
IS 00060 OMEHTHEEYEHJP0JBn4 913.JtoCPMdtOB[S)S 

20 30050 MSHNBMHMQ(12)PH3nQ4912 Aerie Bscy SB 

21 00000 ME8An>(B^ J AUDn596.._JteeJ HtemI|S)K 

22 00(0 HANCOCK (B»J Hathamn 59 S ktesPReteeaZL 

23 OOOO- PRQIBtSUR (B) KWniFM 795 HnalNoMaa (5)16 

24 000 GRACX1US IMP (21) J lerfes 4 9 3JBes C Toenriey (^ 17 

35 500EQ3 MtfKMBHntBm tesAM«e492_lte«C9peeteeBS 

26 605044 ACSBU5IUCB(2)MaapnnBn691JiwEPtee(5)l 

27 033401 MOTS TYCOON (1583! TWsttcn 99 0 J4m C Wetten (5) 23 

KnOTUItemi 7-lBritoGm Bey; 8-lDa^mHmt. UHDorrtteup 
Bate, IM aria's laA KnwC SmdBus teh M-l eteem 

I vac WALTER EARL SELLMG SOKES letrii] 
1 (CLASS Q£S000 added 3VDlm 

1 a DUM (RIB) BcU Janet 8 11 Nttey7 

2 a SOll JANflUMY¥E(U) (D) SWODdsB 11 LDriteH4 

3 O RA0AR0OTLYm)R\MBra811._ RCBdOMl 

4 0400 SAWWEID (7) C Dqer8 U BteteteB 

5 04 WHBUUHttliSCmamOU KMMr9 

6 TUrtflCH D Mans 8 6 PAtoeariridlO 

7 546005 WSS BANCHDNA (4) M WdaseBfi S Sanders 2 

8 42003 PETITE DANSB/SE (149) CDop8 6 1 Stack 3 

9 50000 RUWlSn0US(iq(BnRHievan86 PBtEddeiys 


4 3P3M- COW ON DANCER (IQ J Woe 9 10 0 IR M—te 

5 FP412- SKaw RUN f!3J (O) J O’Shaa 8 KID RJefam 

fi F4tS2- VBBXUAUP^DA/WfrablDD SBtei 

-g d eclared - 

»Nr*TB«nMWC2toTMterribepiK^-tor)eOnDBncer9sl2Ki.S(g- 
ma to) 99 IQte WrdB Luru 9sr 8B. 

BETTING: 116 RntwfaToy, 7-2 Noble^, IM Men Hood, Sign Rot, 
8-1 Veide Him, 14-1 Come On Dancer 

[q <c | FH0 )CH&GOSTHjOW MADEN ICKVI 
| O-XQ | |fp|_g /CLASS F) £2^75 2m \ -\ 

1 P6342- BEAU MA7E10T (11) Ms M MBpn 5 11 5 LWyer | 

2 4236P- CTOGALE(3S)JCrShw5U5 A P McCoy V 

3 «P5- FMtCYIMIWMBI{U)jato7U5 Altertai , 


4 0233- SUHOAIEIADmKHaK6U5 JlftiMr 

5 050 BElTHl»BND(T46)CJPKe8ll0 TJMWJ% 

8 PWBWH (USA) (F38) G McCoui 4 11 0 DFcrtt(3) 

7 622/5- snrBURST(49)MsVYinams7110 Rkrinn 

8 SOLDER FjMW (F 29) N Bate au 4 10 9 — VSaUwy 

BBIWftMaimMelBAM B Mi OT lR t WOT , 13-2 Oriefatak 
14-1 Better Wed, Shy Bmt, Gridee fmn, 25-1 toeyMtetow 

lO Ag | SQUIRES PLANT SELUNG HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS 6} £2,375 added 2m 

1 /2F23- RKCTTD (134) (BF) M Kbfimnl 7 12 0 GadRy 

3 40102- a«JUteMAaa.(125RSCai<5U10_li»ftCtek(7) 

3 46401 NEVBI SO BLUE 02) p)P Braaer6U2 RJdtaaooB 

4 54024 WEM0H(7)UBri^5112 R ft— P ifj 

5 05681- UJCYniFIY(7)JPaan»5Ul KPItotey 

6 D4Q5F- SWOUMOEDpiom-lhSnaSlDlO JlARzgenM 

7 00060 PEIHC0(42)PBeai»rt5100 RRrit« W 

B 105 66- RCT (USA) (12) (CD) i WtenM0it 7 10 0 NFfltor 

9 P06- HBAIT3 OAK ( 8 ) P Budcr 5100 -T J Keply 

10 0000a imorBMABD(2a}B*sAltaesn7lDO-teTJteny(}) 

11 0 R 6 O- ntWBLU>raBB»«i5100 .Gteyljon* 

-UdKtead- 

Unmuffl we&c Ida. Tme ftnasp *0 b£ tefco 9a 12b. Fiet 9a 86. 
fter-5 0 * 9sl Tfe TedW£te«#9s Ml Ras MflBt 
fl£TTMe 2-1 Bmfahibe R*M, 7-2 MRRa, 4-1 limy WRy, 1 M He 
Mon, 10-1 Neier So Btae, Spted Loaded, 18-1 Frat, 20-1 otten 

i Q ,,g i DESERT HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£3,650 added 2m 4f UDyds 

r 23402- NOBLE LORD (12) ft Srte 411 13 8 Ate 

? Q/3P2- WAU*GTALL(4Z fdfl7l*Cc»»n6116 APMcCwB 

a 11033- »CAIOaipBq(C0)KUBffnBU2 Rletea 

4 34411- ffll/OBttlWN P-7)BBU8te(n910 rJiriLltettoi 

g M200- UVHUIUW(33) 05henoa(6l00 MAkfaenb 

b 5 [frebwi ■ 

Atefmum Jftl 7n* Ateto tetpe (jyAarn Low ftst 13KL 

■nW&MMIft M* Mte. w Mte iMAIUkglHL IM ItecaW^ 
12*1 laykm lew 


10 4040 SAKS ffANI^S (FR) (36) D Cceawe 8 6 IQteriU 

11 320 SMALL K5K (406) T Cfernrt 86 CWekb(7)13 

12 5 SUM FART (12) J Gbver 86 TPenf0ara$> (7) 11 

13 00 VWfTS!S>OUT[17)GLMoc«86 CnJyUvriiB 

-Udectmd- 

BETTIft 7-4 Petto Deneeoee, 4-1 tedym 114 Rnerirnttem, 10-1 
Mteldom 12-1 sag orAnHtea. 14-1 Wtatared Ont, 1S-1 otter* 

7QC NGK SPARK PLUGS HANDICAP fejfY 
f "° J l (CLASS D) £6fi00 added 3YO 8f 

1 60-30 ROSY OUTLOOK (34) (Of J Etekg 9 7 L Dettori 7 

2 052-06 RANG0WRAH (27}MJriiBSil93 MRotertsU 

3 504206 IA DOLCE TO (JS)TD 8aB»812 KDrieyS 

4 4-100 TKffiE FOB A POUND (10) (D) J GiW 3 9 -G Carter 2 

5 00036 SILVER HJBSE (32) CD) A P Jones 8 9 RPrieel 

S 23 556 BOLD &HHNQ (8m 8 tonai 8 8 ft* Eddery 9 B 

7 020050 IVORY OUVN CIA) K Lay 8 7 Mate Dwyer (3) 8 

8 05000 WIPE SUPB 80 R (4) A BsKey 8 G PeriEddaqrZ 

9 4-1243 SHALSIXYH0LY (7) G L Move 8 2 IQrimBV 

10 -12000 G8ESATRE (27) (D) (JBF) C Dayer 8 0 NVarieylfl 

11 30600- MTVESSa(3BaJ Jentas7 13 SRMtae*4 

BETTWe 9-2 Stetttayrnly. S- fcray Dawn. n » y O nlto ofc. 7-1 Bald Sprti^. 
8-1 la Price MM, Friehnw Beta, 10-1 Three Tm A ftmd, 12-1 tew 

roAEl BALEYSHSH CREAM HANDICAP pPifyJ 
1 0A/0 J (CLASS C) £8^)00 added lm 

1 001-34 SANMt CO) (CD) D MOne 8 10 0 ND^2B 

2 -60403 MMUS (12) (D) TDteffDn 4 98 LBAM1 

3 3110-0 BUMB>OT MTon*Mne4 96_ M Beery M 12 

A 30000 ADMMLSHAMEf3R)(I9CKW693. Stenrim* 

5 242-38 KMGOFTIMESpiQCDt J9«etenS93 RCucteaB 

6 10-303 ALPWEWDBBWYf7) Bh»*My4g2 ISackS 

7 622-14 GREEN JBMB. (IB) R ttnun 3 92 DmCrNaMS 

8 10-052 W*m£ROCK(l«(0»5MRweley4 91_.JiataeneU» 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

HYPERION 

ZOO Afe^ia 730 Sense Of Priority 800 Icy Guest 
8b30DaBance9U00EdnrfsCgft9L3OHoh M^estic 

GOING: Stawfanl STALLS: Insult tacepi 7f£ I m6T-ouwWe. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: High Iron M to Im If. 

■ rtbresHri. left-hand, ini cotime. 

■ (WwbS or icmii on A449- SWtoo lm ADMISSION: iMi 
S 15; TatwraA. SG (OAP members of Diamond Chib 5-Ij; Viewing 
Resmmua £15 .TO mdndfaii: entrance am! irnsL CAR PARK: tree. 

BUNKERED nBSTTTIUE: Sea Dream i T. Kl); Step In Tn The 
Sea (94X11. 

WINNERS K THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Edna’s Gift (9.00) won 

ai Hamit on UoAtfejr. 

lONGOBTANCE RUNNERS: Spawttz ITDO i A C&sUes tenv- 
InglS.JUisem 1."^ mflw bj- C Cyus from HaplchuntW Sussex. 

r^nTTl ORTH HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 
{X ™ added 3YD lm 6f 166yds 

1 WSW M0WBRD(UJ) JLHTO9 7 BDejte9* 

2 00&U3 PR0PaiAW(lB) CTfdWon9 6 IFmtag3 

3 05320 TO00LAKD NINPH (30) D Miray Srrwi 9 1 — IFE&Ml 

fi OOOO WMBUi(30)Cr~aiinjfa9Q JLCtanmekS 

5 60432 AUGNA (11) (Bf] SC lNterro 8 12 SDhme2 

6 55-344 NON DOWN (134) 9 IeWs 8 11 Mte*»4B 

7 00)00 AUSTOMWaiCS (21)5 RBoMTgB 10 J> S wee ney (Q ID 

8 W315 SAAI PCTtWflFaheySlD R Krista (7) 7 

9 OJO 9P0MIZ(3qCCyarB9 A«Mn(3)6 

10 D0-G BE11A DAIdA {29 T CWNnt 7 10 ~~B tedae (5) S 

-IDdadand- 

MrKoun mgx 7a 20 B. TtueimkopwigKBdhOatJb 7s9Kl 
BSTPIG: 13-8 Al^a, 5-1 Moorttrd, Sam Peeb, 8-1 Woedtand Nymph, 
Hob Dow, 12-1 Propotat Ifrlltwte, Betti DanMIfl, 20-1 othMs 

| T ^ n | SADDLE CUUMBiG STAKES (CLASS F) 
/ - ou £3300 added 7f 

1 45010 IK0RDS(189)nPUahn4 9U DHeBandlV 

2 564033 BENnCO(l)|CD)UBNUacaiRy89 7 £ Doyle 8 V 

3 340100 JGSAVBOYQ) (C0|PUidy895 5 Dram 4 

4 005200 U)CHSmE(4qp)RHDllVieBd4 93 Flinch 10 

5 131106 SB»0FPBDBnYf73?(CEfDWK*893J«fflGeBW3 

6 30000 ASPB0RE (146) (Clfl J L Eyre 7 d 13 DWri0fi7 

7 40000 PBH>tEDRBCr(2qnmKUcUfe4812JRtee9 

S IS) SEA DREAMS (18] DH)de 6B 11 Rfte*l(S)5B 

9 000000 JUYBB)ElJ»a9]|QtoRumpscn586^toliw(aG 

10 034105 ADUMKRB*flO(30)(C)JAteust3 712JiCtmoGk2B 

- 10 dectered- 

BETT1K2: 2-1 Sue M Prterity, 8-1 Betake, T-LJ&m Bey, Mw» 
tom. 8-1 ANigata, 10-1 Ttordto. People Direct 10-1 taken 


9 09X73 IAY THE BLAME (lDj M itemuu 4 6 13. — RlO^es 11 

ID 4-4SJS ttBDSKYWIBnif toravas 38 5 i 

11 32140 UtfWGtWWirreKD) MPoBasc 3713 .UA^ritoyarffl S 

12 -12015 PUHCHASBIG POHBI 02) (D) N CSbDan 3 7 13 J toe® 7 

13 15664/ HOreRJLBC (L094) 7 12 Nto66fcl3 

-13 declared - 

BET1M8: 4-1 PinhaekB Pom, 941 Green tota, 13-2 Sedan, 7-1 WU 
519,9-1 tea. Woe 01 Times, 10-1 Alpine Hdemay. 12-1 taken 

|Q -fag I FRANK BUTTERS MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
0,00 1 D) £5^500 added 2YO fiJBes 6f 

1 AUNT SADE R Cftartwi B 11 _Fta&*tay2 

2 32 MGH6Ail(19)PHw0neBU JaiOtotA 

3 ll0SLYSI0BYjam>811 K Dartcy 1 

4 MWWIEiGoaienBll J; 0 *” ! 

5 StaO SPSHT J Jertofi 8 11 6totee«3 

6 snwiGALiwp ore 8 ii zn T J25S 

7 3 TOKMGABUftrtriwaU towONeMS 

BEITWG: 04 Maete, Tadtate, 7-2 Stayfe&tee. 8-1 Aunt Saifle, Ukely 
Story, 10-1 Sate 2S-2 Seta Spirit 

rgfiriEn caaL botd rochfort maiden stakes 

awo l (CLASS D} £5,500 added 3Y0 lm 2f 

1 AIPBH J Gesdoi 8 11 L Dettori 5 

2 02-033 CITY GAMBLER (14) G Bacry & 11 JIRtemer3 

3 GALUNr HEIGHTS GBauy 9 U K0y » 

4 56 S»KOU.LASS(UjDtodcrBU KDeetoyl 

5 03 KEYBOOGCPJ)ROtatan811 ArtBktey4 

6 06 IAOJHAHAlAL(43)61ira®Bll_ M HHb7 

7 0 OKUMP9 1 CurmB 13 DYbucmB 

8 SHUJEEZ U Be* d 11 aftritaerrai 

-8dectoied- 

BETTWC even* Kcyfaoo^e, 8-2 Gncskd Ota, 8-1 AMtaa, 7-1 Le toe- i 
—toL 12-1 cay temMer, 14-1 RnfaMa. 25-1 Satant Hritfite , SteBaw 


Iqaa I SURCWGLE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
l°- W l £4300 added 3YO 7f 

1 oo meuiatM (HQ cui a MPtesixa so — .««■*« 4 

2 03A HGH7 EXPRESS (IS) BHannay 90 BDo*»8 

3 6 PHAftUrSDW(20)I>Shsi90 IFUetaf2 

4 SNOW NOD UUer 90 DRMcC(te9 

5 06 SHWG WEST (USA) (1A)P Me 90 X Rutter 11 

6 ZA8RBHEM Stouts 90 DHeflandl2 

7 0 AURORA BAY (14) MBeD 89 II Ferine 5 

8 0 BUS CHEESE CB) Mrs N AtacUey 8 9 SDreeueG 

9 0 BUSIW60U17UUWB(lll))C1Tnmonaa-JLCkmncka 

10 6-2 ICY G!£ST (USA) (20) R Uriin B 9 ItomllO 

23 3 PERSEVERE (27) IffD 8 9. AteMOaok|97 

12 0 VERASKA (46) R HdBTShead 6 9 JLyncbl 

-12 dectarcd- 

BETIMB 7*2 8m Nd,» 2 ZiMte. 7-lley Guest. M KraMoouli, See« 
west Anera Bay, Peneeere, 12-1 taken 

lo on I THOROUGHBRED HANDICAP (CLASS C) 
£7325 added lm If 79yds 

1 565-0 CB60R (35) D NvSnt 4 9 10 AtoteKS? 

2 215653 RAM0WUZBtnfC)P)DNchto594JtoB«tediS3 

3 051 OHUiAME (VQ (CO) M Stole 3 8 13. _.0Hetori2 

4 20Q501 ANONYM (BKQJL&n 588 RlfeAtaftfiB 

5 40405 IGaHIHOTIADY(2QlQRHtantBto680U>FeMy(91 

6 3-1404 CAST1£SBU8NMG{USA}(24) CC)zer3B0 LCkernod(4 

7 20606 ALSAHB(UGA)(2QWMur4S0 -..T^rataS 

- 7 dedered - 

BETTWG: 8-11 DoBtoee, 7-1 Banbo Wattzar, Anonym, Castes tortefc 
12-1 HwatyOHM; 1*^, IB-1 Censor, AMaMb 

Q onl MAKTWGALE SELLING STAKES (CLASS 
I G) £2375 added 2Y0 fiflJes 6f 

1 1 aWsaFTP)RJBwv90-, Pft®ay(3)8 

7 604 GF[S8HHU9)DM(TOfe89 Atet&wraS 

3 56232 JUKN-JUY|M)JSMareB9 .P P Haphf 5 

4 03 KAB0<N»(m(19)talhanttma9 NCntan4 

5 42 MEDBMMBS(19)WGMliffKr89 — D McGafta (7) 10 

6 0 M8aflatt(5)PEians89 1FE»7 

7 OR WSS EQUAL 021 W Pipe 8 9 .TSpralel 

9 ROMANTIC SECRET RJiekEE 8 9 J4Ferite9 

9 40 5TCPRIT07tE5W($RF#i$yg9 j Carol 2 B 

10 003 SYUMNCUUOlMiCFBtusBS ICtenteB 

- 10 declared - 

BEmNCti 04 Edna’s Sft, 4-1 Qfled Ban, 6-1 Medna MBs, 7-1 Jatk- 
NJBy, 12-1 (Urtmete, 24-1 Mto» Equri. Sytan Ctood, lE-loOms 

H BRDLE APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS 
G) £2,875 added 6f 

i 300-00 nSWTHEPOST (19 (CQ V Scene 4 100 -Jbcb Wanfc f^3 

2 235 DCS HOH WUESnC (19) P) RThnmcxn49 7 .GIHgw (3) 6 V 

3 00003 raeH«S(lfi)CFaftust393 .TSttlaO (G)4V 

4 450446 NORLHfl® Whtoiiir^Bni-aD0rt781O— RPbeocbS 

5 060(H) MMM05ffi£ET(5)PDEss489 AUcCarttiyffl2V 

6 00403 RMSlB»fiN&4)«M&Bbftfne483 J)IUea7 

7 0000-0 0PB0N& RANGE (14) N Beny 6 B 0 -A Defy 1 

— 7 dedarad- 

BETTBiG: 5-4 Hn ikeee, 4-1 RtoerEndp, 13-2 Hob Mayodic, Norfnri, 
8-1 Netotkepest, 14-1 Mteo Street, Opntog Ran^ 
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q ArpTTPTtAV 7 .TTTNE 1997 • THE INDEPENDENT 


218 th DERBY: Spoken of in the same breath as Shergar, the favourite could become as celebrated as Nijinsky and Mill Reef 


Entrepreneur in the grand Epsom tradition 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 


Racing Correspondent 


It might have something to do 
with the phalanx of open-top 
buses overlooking the final fur- 
long, but just at a time the Der- 
by needs an entrepreneur to 
rescue it two may have come 
along together. 

The Blue Riband as a sport- 
ing event has been on the slow 
path to the graveyard in recent 
times, but there are glimm ers 
that the racecourse executive 
now understands a whistle 
through the Bngers is not 
enough to bring hordes thun- 
dering to the occasion. 

Advance bookings are up 
and today wfl] reveal whether 
the various populist manoeuvres 
conducted by Sue Ellen, the 
managing director of the 
course's owners. United Race- 
courses, and her cohorts have 
been successful 

JR (John Reid's sobriquet in 
the weighing room) has also 
played a part in the attraction 
of thisyear’s Derby as he is one 
of the jockeys who has nurtured 
the career of today’s odds-on 
favourite. Entrepreneur. 

It is some time now since you 
could mention the name of the 
Derby winner in the barber's, 
off-licence or supermarket and 
be guaranteed a response. It is 
almost 30 years since Njjinksy 
and Mill Reef were around, and 
16 years since Shergar. And it 
is a horse who is considered an 
equal or even better than the 
last-named by their trainer who 
may now elevate the sport 

The 1997 Derby sits as pret- 
ty much a one-horse race. It is 
a' fashion to rubbish the event 
these days, but if Entrepre- 
neur was not in today's running 
it would indeed be a contest of 
considerable mediocrity. The 
huge appeal now is of 12 rivals 
turning up with their slings 
aimed at Michael Stoute’s colt. 

This is not to say the race is 
a foregone conclusion, an ele- 
ment the favourite's connections 
understand more than most. 

“Anything can go wrong in 
the build-up and even in the 
race things can happen,” 
Michael Kinane. who will be at 
Entrepreneur’s controls, says. 
“Its like Murphy’s Law and any- 
thing that can go wrong will go 
wrong. At the same lime you 
could not possibly swap "my 
horse for anything else in the 
race because he’s got the prop- 
er credentials going in. 

“The speed he has shown has 
been remarkable for a horse 
who is supposedly bred for a 
mfle and a half. But there is a 
question when a horse shows 
speed like that whether he has 
the stamina to back it up. That 
is a question that has to be on 
everybody's lips.” 

Jockeyship is at a premium 
on Epsom's devilish contours, 
though Kinane should not be 
disturbed by the size of the field, 
the smallest since Generous 
beat 12 rivals in 1991. Never- 
theless, he understands there 
will be tripwires placed for him. 

“Tactically, I see the jockeys 
on the horses who are definitely 
going to get the trip going out 
to make sure I stay," he says. “If 
you look at them they’re not go- 
ing to beat me for speed, so if 
I was the opposition, my tactics 
on the day would be trying to 
expose Entrepreneur’s limita- 
tions. The only limitation it 
appears he might have is sta- 
mina.” 



: Z'. ■ *■■ ■ .4 : r r. ( . #» 


Heading toward greatness: Entrepreneur can add the Derby to his 2,000 Guineas win Photograph: Phil Cole/Allsport 


There is enough hogwash 
talked about pedigrees in rac- 
ing to fill the dining tables at a 
piggery, and the self-styled ex- 
perts have been at it again in dis- 


joumey, some say he will, but 
none detail how inexact their 


science is and that Red Rum 
was bred to be a sprinter, and 
Vlad The Impaler’s daddy may 
well have been a Transylvanian 
postmaster. 

More important is Entre- 


eas and Derby winner, Nash- 
wan. None of Entrepreneur’s 
victories have been charac- 
terised by an instant burst of ve- 


locity, but rather a gradual 
building of irresistible acceler- 
ation, rather like a locomotive 
on die track. Ibis suggests he 
might not only get the trip, but 
that he actually needs it to 
bring out his best. 

There are, of course, others 
to consider, and the broad con- 
viction seems to be that Silver 
Patriarch will give the favourite 
most to do. An indelible sen- 
sation from watching the grey's 
performances, however, is that 
he may be just a little bit slew. 
Certainly Barry Hills, who sad- 
dles two here, thinks that any- 
one who considers Silver 
Patriarch can beat Benny The 
Dip should be sharing a bunk 
bed with Charles Manson. 

Silver Patriarch and Benny 


The Dip, who has always been 
considered a 10-furlong horse 
by his trainer, John Gosden, 
have both won recognised Der- 
by trials, but the no-hoper 
Papua apart, they are the most 
experienced horses in the race. 
As Lammtarra and Sbaamit 
have shown over the last two 
years, scores on the board are 
not a prerequisite for a modem- 
day Epsom winner. 

A more reliable option is the 
progressive Cloudings, who has 
developed the facility for win- 
ning races with the least possi- 
ble expenditure of energy. His 
last three victories have been 
collected by the maximum of a 
neck. The stock of Andre Eab- 
re's colt rose dramatically last 
weekend with the result of the 


THE EXPERTS’ PREDICTIONS 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 

1. Entrepreneur 

2. Cloudings 

3. Benny The Dip 

BEST LONGSHOT 
Single Empire 


GREG WOOD 
L The Fly 

2. Entrepreneur 

3. Faftris 

BEST LONGSHOT 
Single Empire 


HYPERION 

1. Cloudings 

2. Entrepreneur 

3. Musalsal 

BEST LONGSHOT 
Single Empire 


Prix du Jockey-Club (French 
Derby), and he will take ad- 
vantage if the British horses, as 
Classic results on the Continent 
and Ireland have suggested 
thus far. are a moderate herd 
this year. 

Out there on the domestic 
prairie though, it appears there 
is one animal with the capaci- 
ty to enthral, a thoroughbred 
who has helped publicise the 
Derby like few others in recent 
years. Given the record of 
2,000 Guineas winners going 
into the Derby, it will be no 
huge surprise if ENTREPRE- 
NEUR (nap 3.45 ) fails, though 
at the same lime it would be a 
quite dreadful disappointment. 

The financially uncommit- 
ted will surely hold the same as- 
pirations as Michael Kinane this 
afternoon. “As the 2,000 Guin- 
eas was his first race of the year 
you would have to think that fit- 
ness-wise he would improve 
for it," the Irishman says. “If he 
does stay, and it (urns out he 
wants to go a mile and a half, 
it could be that he is one of 
those exceptional hOTses wc 
don’t get wrv often.” 


Three grey heirs to a ghostly tale 


Three horses. Cloudings. Silver 
Patriarch and The Fly, today 
have the chance of becoming 
only the fifth of their kind in Turf 
history. Their distinction lies in 
their silvery coat colour; only 
four greys have previously won 
the Derby in 217 runnings. 

The first of them was Gus- 
tavus in 1821. followed by the fil- 
ly Thgalie in 1912. Mahmoud in 
1936 and Airborne 10 years lat- 
er. Since Airborne's win. just five 
of his colour have been placed, 
most recently Terimon. second 
to Nashwan eight years ago. 

Grey racehorses, for all the 
visions of Pegasus that they 
provoke, are hugely outnum- 
bered by their less strikingly- 
coloured brethren, the bays, 
browns and chestnuts. This is 
because, firstly, grey is not a hue 
that can lie dormant through the 
generations and, secondly, there 
is only one surviving source of 
greyness in the thoroughbred. 


All grey racehorses trace to 
an Arab stallion, foaled in 1704 
and imported, via Constanin- 
tople, by one Sir Robert Sutton. 
Known as the Alcock Arabian, 
this horse had a son. Crab, 
.who was three times champion 
sire and did much for the pro- 
mulgation of greyness at the 
time. Two different lines of de- 
scent from him met in the grey 
mare Bab, foaled in 1787. And 
on one of her grand-daughters, 
by a thread, hung the future of 
the smokey jacket. 

This grey mare had nine 
foals, but only the first. Master 
Robert, took after her. He was 
a runner and sire of little ac- 
count, but from two of his sons 
came the two strands of grey 
that are around today. One 
developed in Britain and Ire- 
land, with the 1891 -foaled stal- 
lion Grey Leg its most 
prominent member, and the 
other, the most influential 


Sue Montgomery 

on the colts trying 
to end a bleak run 
for the bleached 


thanks to a horse called Roi 
Herode. in France. 

The Fly belongs to Grey 
Leg's branch, having the long- 
dead horse as one of his 10 
greats grandfathers on his 
mother’s side. Airborne was 


the only one of 17 grey indi- 
vidual Classic winners this cen- 


tury to belong to this tribe. 

For it was Roi Herodc’s bril- 
liant son The Tetrarch. bom in 
1911. whose influence has been 
responsible for the modem 
grey. Cloudings’ dam is an 
eight-greats grand-daughter: 
Silver Patriarch's mother is not 
only a five-greats, but numbers 
Mahmoud among her great- 
grandparents. Other descen- 


dants of The Tetrarch running 
with honour (his season in- 
clude Silver Charm, going for 
the US Triple Crown today: the 
French Guineas winner Dayla- 
mi and the French Derby fourth 
Fragrant Mix. 

The esoteric science of ge- 
netics, with its dominant and re- 
cessive qualities of pairs of 
genes, governs the way the 
colour of a horse is transmitted 
from generation to generation. 
Greyness is not actually a true 
colour but a bleaching ‘mask' 
overlaid on one of the two ba- 
sic thoroughbred shades, bay (of 
which brown and black are 
variations) and chestnut. If 
greyness is passed on from a 
parent, it is expressed in coat 
colour. If it is not passed on, it 
dies out of that line at that point. 

When it comes down to it, die 
colour of a horse makes virtu- 
ally no difference to its ability, 
but the way it can be traced as 


it skips through successive gen- 
erations from male to female at 
random shows how qualities 
that do contribute to athletic ex- 
cellence can behave. 

From Airborne's year, 69 
per cent of Derby winners (35 
from 51) have been bay or 
brown, but then 69 per cent of 
runners (742 from 1,075) have 
been bay or brown too. There 
is a slight weighting towards 
chestnuts (29.5 per cent winners 
from 27 per cent runners) and 
against greys, but in lime-hon- 
oured statistical fashion, that 
can be read cither for or against 
our being due a grey winner. 

During the last century greys 
had become so rare on the 
racecourse that the 1881 Lin- 
coln winner. Buchanan, is re- 
puted to have terrified the 
opposition into submission with 
tas ghostly coaL It is to be hoped 
that Entrepreneur is made of 
sterner stuff than those rivals. 




10-YEAR-TALE 


WILLIAM HILL S FIELD BOOK 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 
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V I COURSES RESULTS 

0891 261 970 

tr. Tr : 


1 3-1 8-1 15-2 7-2 1*-1 22-1 


MmWitartimcB: 1Q19 1012 1OTB MM3 438 916 1925 7715 330 


Prattt or Ion toll stake Favourite* -LQ.75 Second Favourites +£7 50 


of wtanars placed 1st, 2nd or 3rd In test race: 70% 


Sho ftecMirlcB d N asftwan S-4 (198 91 


langcrt-pdced vrtpoen lanrouwa 1*1 (13351 


Top trahwn H CCQl - Reference Point (1387:. Commander In Chef <i993i 


Tap jocfcay; W Carson - Nasftwan 119891. Ertiaab (1994) 


Fa«to«t wtndng Uctb: 2rr»n 32-31soc Uunmtare 119951 fem gang 


Sfcmect winning ttma: 2nwi 3726see Quest Tor Fpms <19901 soft cor® 


21,000 3.000 


33- 1 IDO.OOO- 10.000 2S&.750 

33.000-1,000 


66-1 *0.000-2.000 




VODAFONE DERBY STAKES (CLAM 
added 3VDcaHs&fBeslni 4f ttyds Pendty value £596,250 

1113-21 BH«y H* OP (24) (Oarer Landon Knigtf) Trainer J GosdnM---^ 5^ 


[ 

agos Quest ri the Group Three Classic Trial at Sandown (lm 2t. gxxS to soft) before ww"*®** 
Dante States at tork (lm 2f ffijds. gaod) by 27, lengths from Desert ^ Juwnaor- 
\wt but his pedigee suggests lm 4f may stretch his stamina and hfc Dante fern - usin g Ltes^>i 07 
as a yardstick - leases him somethrigto find with Entreprenew. Going v wstanee ■ raws 



2 4-21 BOLD DEMAND (U) (GodotpHnJ Saeed bin Suroor 9st LDettori 

BaytrttyRahb(»Questllw2SQuA<*DaW(DaB& 

FtencFrfehed1hrretenehssecondtDShgleBnplreatNei«n8rtet(l/n4f. gciodtofrrrfl 
pearav»befanbefitirgShayalyhalfaiengthinaSanck)wn(lio2f r @M(ltofinTi) 

U07tftKacedarMist^dngal^stept4Jinc^tacMngaGrewpCkierareafterwir»7mgamai^Mow- 

met he has show s&k of temperament - he flashes his tafl under pressire. 

lm 4f and should van more races in easier company Gotogy Dbtance Hating 


3 - 41-11 CLOUDINGS (27) (Sheikh Mohanmed) Afafre (R1-9st .OPesSerlA 

Gteycrt to SadleftWeBstim 2.80 out of Ispahan ffto&am) 

Form: Won valuable auction rare at DeauwUetl/n.gMxJ to soft) last jeat Won Lfited race at Lon^amp 

(lm2f 110yds, gxM to firm) fay a neck from Zenith and then landed Group One Pite tiqm a t 

(lm 2f 110yds, s»d to soft). Summary: ms chance was boosted when staUemate ftentrecaarBWOT 

the Pita Du Jockey CU> (Ftencti Derby} on Sunday, wrfth Astarabad - behind 

- a aediraUethira. Bred to sty lm4f and has each-way chance. Going ✓ Distance Rattigxp 


■ 


4 41-521 CRYSTAL HEARTED (30) (MffiC M Poland) H Candy 9st- _AMcOone9 

Bay ookiy Broken Hearted (lm L60 out of Qjsta} Fountain (Great Nephew) 

Form: fagesste performer. Impressed last time when mahrigafi the nnning to wri a thre e-funne rList- 
ed race at Chester (3m 2T 85yds, heavy) by 13 lengths from Bamum Sands. Sunmary: ProgresSResort 
who ctearty enjoys Iront-njmirg and, a hatf-WJtoer to the useful sta^? Founts? 1 ,, seems* to s*e to 

stay lm 4f weL He acts on gnd to fim sound as well as heavy but is tackling by for his tougiest rare 
here and may find a few too qufcA for him. Going t/ Distance Rating 1C9 


k 


5 411-1 ENTREPRENEUR (35) (M Tabor) M Stouts 9sr -M Kinane 13 

Bay colt fcy Sadfert Wfefls (lm 2At) out of Eeduswe Order (BaSuste Natte) 

Form: races at Kemp(w(7( 1 gxxJ)e«l(>ester(7fi22yjs,g3Qcfl last ^ '('for One 

2,000 Guneas at Newmarket (lm, gxxt to firm) on his seasonal debut, atmays prominent, leading too 
lui1or®5 out and staying on to hotd Revoque by three-quarters of a length with Desert Story eght lengths 
bad* p sato place. Suninary. Won what looted, on the clock at least, a gxxl 2,000 Sin eas In style 
and Is bred to be equally effective at lm 41 Shodd be hard to beat Going Distance V Rating 



6 12-1 BIHRJS (51} (Hamdan AI MaktoumJ B Hanbwy 9st RWslD 

Chestnut aVt by Generous (lm 1.9ft out of Janbfya (Kris) 

Form: Wfan maiden at Salisbury (7f, firm) and beater a neck in Listed race at Pontefract (lm, gxxfl last 
year. Showed impiwed focm an bs seasonal debut vfoen wirming listed leaden States at Newnartet 
(lm If, good to firm) by three lengths from Panama CSy. Summary: Has not run since April due to st- 
nusprobterrs but has recovered and is woridngwel. His form leaves him something to frid but he clocked 
j a decent time In the Raden and Is bred to be wen better at lm4f. Gong ‘S Dbtance - Rating 112 



7 51-13 MUSALSAL (24) (Maktoum Pi Maktoum) B Hills 9st _..J4KBs6 

Bayoolt by Sadlert (lm 2.8) out of tone ftfenty (Green ftresfl 
Forme Wbn at Doncaster (lm, good to firm) in March ty a short-head from Handsome Ridge before fin- 
BHng 3V* lengths third to Benny The Dip in the fcoup Two Dante States at (lm 2f 85yds, g»d). 

9i*nmary: Stayed on weft in the Dante but rts petfigee suggests that lm 2f may be as far as he wants 
to gx Should win more races in lesser company but needs to improve out of all recogiltion if he Is to 
pull off a shock vlctoiy here. Gofog i/ Distance ' Ratfog KB 



8 215-324 RAPUA PS) (R Hitchens & E Hitchens) I Balding 93 - & Carter 11 

Chestnut art by GnmDani&(lm2.7f) out of FatyTem (MM Reef) 

Form: Won valuable 23-runner contest at Newmarket (7f, gpod to trim tost October. Was IV* lengfts 
second of three to Pafio Sty at Epsom (lm 4f 10yds, gnd to firm) in April but finished tailed off behind 
She- Patriarch in the Group Three IrigWd Derby ^ Trial (lm3f 106 yds, soft) tost time. Summary: Sum- 
mary. Stays lin 4f and goes on gaod to firm ground but has had hs fimitaOons aiposed in three starts 
this term and wuld have to improve massively to f@jre here. Going ^ Distance ’S Ratrig H>* 



9 113 ROMANOV (L3)(R San^tefi P Chappte-Hyam 9st 1 Reid 7 

Bay colt by Nureyor (7.60 out of Momitg Dewtfon (Affirmed) 

Farm: Won a maiden at Haddock (7f, soft) priorto winnrgat Sandown (lm. {pod). Showed imprrared 
form to finish (we lengtfe third to Desert King in the Group One Irish 2,000 Guineas at the Currant (lm, 
good) last time. Summary: Smart coltvrfio showed he is not far from top class ri the Irish Guineas. Bred 
to stay lm 2f, but wfl be very much venturing nto unknown tenttoryMrlm 4f and may not have the 
stamina to tost home. Gofogv' Distance Rating 110 



10 411-31 SKVER PATRIARCH (28) (D) (P S Winfield) J Dunlop 9st PatEddery5 

Grey coft by Saddler's Had (nlai out of Eafy flfsfog (Grey Dawn (ft 
Form: finished creditable 17 j lengths third to Voyages Quest and Benny The Dip m Group Three Clas- 
sic Trid at Sandown (lm 2f, good to soft) on his reappearance prior to wnning toe Group Three Lingfield 
De% Tntf at Ungfiekl (lm 3f 106yds, soft) by saen lenghs tiomTanaasa. Summary: Smart colt who 
stays really veil and may turn the tabes on Benny The Dip orer this longer top. However, hrs best form 
is on soft goundandte may find a couple too qutek for him. Going X Distance , Rating 109 



11 1511 SMGU: EMPRE (L3) (D) (R Sangstar) P Chappie-H^em 9st DHamson4 

Chestnut colt by Kris tlm 2f) out of Captive Island (NOrtttfefcfc) 

Form: Vfon maiden at Kempton (lm 3f, good to firm) tn March and states race at Newmarte ^ 
good to firm) before wnning the Group One Derty hahano in Rome (lm 4f, firm) by a short-head from 
Ungaro. Summary Demonstrated he stays lm 4f well and goes on tost ground when wining the Ital- 
ian Derby. Tackles much tougher apposition here but may be capable of further snprarement and must 
have each-way prospecs. Going > Distance Rating 109 



12 323-1 SYMONDS WN 03) (Marquesa de Moratallai J RtzGeraW 9st. .K Falon 1 

Chestnw coft ty to The Whig/s (lm 2.6f) wt of Slvning Eyes iMr ftospector) 

Form: Showed stEatWy impfuwd form on each of his three outings last year and made a highly promis- 

rig seasonal debw when staj^ng on weB in the ctoang stagps to brat Shaya by 37: lengjhs in a states 

race at 'fork (lm 2f 85yds, gxxl). Summary: Is a difficult ride - he tenets to hang and flash his taiT un- 
der pressure - but dearly qute useful and is bred to stay lm 4t Needs to improve to take a hand in the 

Going •/ Distance Rating 110 



33 3-12 XANAASA (28) (Maktoum AI Maktoum) M Stowe first..- Doubtful 12 

Bay coft ty Sadler's Kfefc tlm 2.8h out ofMesmenx (MM feet) 

Form: Created a favourable impression when wnnng a mafoen at Leicester i lm2f. good ro soft) before 
finishing seven lengths second to Siver Patriach m the Group Three LngfiekJ Derby Trial at Lingfield 

(lm3f 106yds. soft). &mmary:Wfesftxjnd to be lame ort his rgithmdtegyestercteytTVMwe and a\- 
thoqgfi declared as an intended runner at Thureday’s 48-hour declaration stzga, 6 earemdy unlike^ to 
part- Going Distance . • Rating 100 



34 0114-1 THE FIT (25) (Mrs J M Corbett) B Hrtls 9st RCochrane3 

Gr^t cdt ly Phaily tlm 2.7f) out of Nelly Do Da (Derring Do) 

form Showed fair form tost yeai Put up a smart performance to win a valuable rated handicap at Ybrt. 

(3m2f 85yds, giod) on tvs seasonal debut in a smart time by an easy two lengths from Siheram San- 

nury; Quictoied up weH to win in impressive stjte at Mirk. Takes a massive step up in class here but ef- 
fort on the dock at Ifork suggests he is no forfom hope and he is bred to stay lm 4t Could finish in the 
first three at a bg price. Going ^ Distance Rating UO 



-34 declared - 

e !!^r^ L SB ^, P ^ riarCh ' 7-1 Benn y The Di P» 101 cioudtags, 12-1 Fahrls, 20-1 Bold De- 
mand, 25-1 Symonds tan, The Ffy 28-1 Romanov, 33-1 Afcsaisal, Single Empire, 66-1 Crystal Hearted, 200-1 

3996: Shaamit 3 9 0 M Hffls 12-1 (W Haggis) 20 ran Compiled by lafl DaVfeS 


Horse (Trainer) 


Entre twOTatg (M Stoute) 
Saver P e t rlar eii CJ Ounkwl 
Benny me Dto (J Gosd en) 


Coral WgaraHW Larfamtoa 

4-5 4.5 


‘ -10-1 


Bgteto (B Hanburv) 

BoM Pemaid (Saeed bin Suroor 


-- - - 12-1 


'2 M. 


Musalsal (B Hills) 


BgBMflgg (P Chspple-Hva m) 

Trie Fly (8 Hills) 

ante JSBBte E Chaooie-Hvam 
CrystaLHearfod (M Stpute)_ 


25-1 
_ 33-1 


2 2-1 

33-1 

— - -®?:1 661 
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THE INDEPP.^ent . SATURDAY 7 t.tx. p 


— sport 

218 th DERBY: From a fancy-dress rehearsal at the age of 10 through a life of dedication Entrepreneur's rider is always prepared 

Kinane follows Piggott's path to perfection 


♦ 


SSiirSS “SSS rechard Edmondson 

starkeywiu be tS” to toU 2 u£ S°? ^p^ut, who talks to the favourites 

sshsksbej j^wb, the punch 

“*-Sm 533 BE?"* fen,J off pressure 

Starkey partoerednmnerotis Hats. 5 a f e - ntS ’ bu ?!* them up rather Kinane’s adherence to Baden - 

sicwinSmh^Siiri^^^ POweU philosophy has been partic- 

the one ride SffSSSSSS ^ mm for a raeelke no alary acute thVwcek. “ItWry 
was around Epsom’s cambers anl 0 % e T inan m ,J he weighing room. important in racing to be prepared 
Jtinedayml9S6 ShahiMm^wn^f Kj ^, us ? dt ? b oy^e.tapes&t)m and on Deity day I wfll be, K he says, 
but, more memorably 5 ^™-;™ !^ C o?^JS^- t . le . evis,on J pco P 1 . e “ , ’ Ukliawv ! hat 1 warn to do through 


Kinane’s adherence to Baden - 
POweU philosophy has been partic- 
ular? acute this week, “it’s very 


* 


r. 


• - — iu a.iw i l l WUII, 

out. more memorably. Dancing 
Brave lost and the belief is that Grev 
was caught napping. 

They say Kinane could sleep on 
cheese wire and the prospect of steer- 
mg the odds-on Entrepreneur over 
me undulating battleground of the 
surrey Downs has not disturbed 
ine inaunan s reverie this week ei- 
ther. “Naturally enough everyone's 
attention is going to be on my every 
move, but then your own self-confi- 
dence to see the job throu gh comes 
in and I’ve no great worries about the 
race, ’ he says. 

“if anybody says they're not ner- 
youson Derby day then they’re ly- 
ing. The apprehension is all part and 
parcel of rising to the occasion, be- 
cause you' Ve got to be pysched up for 
tne job. But I ve no qualms about that 
side of rt at all because I'm in an en- 
viable position and others have 
more reason to worry than I do." 

Michael Kinane has been a dra- 
matic influence in British racing 
ever since he replaced Pat Eddery, 
who was committed to another 
horse, on the 1990 2.000 Guineas 
winner. Tirol. He was initially chris- 
tened supersub. but the last syllable 
has long since disappeared. 

Serendipity has continued to 
choose him as her favourite son. He 
has been united with further excel- 


the closed-circuit television people 
to analyse his mistakes, and to this 
day spends hours assessing both his 
and other horses in a race, and how 
the encounter wfll unfold. The rid- 
er watched videos of the previous 20 
Melbourne Cups before his victory 
on Vintage Crop in 1993. 

Much of this musing takes place 
as he is shaving at his borne on the 
Curragh. where he has been buying 
land around Gunemore Lodge down 
the years in a buffer-state policy. If 
an intruder had to plant a bug on the 
premises, the optimum position 
would be in his bathroom, behind <me 
of three framed photographs de- 
picting, respectively, Marilyn Mon- 
roe. a fat lady on a bike and a gorilla 
looking at a dub sandwich. 

This practice, in his mind, is what 
gels Kinane closer to perfection 
than most. “It’s not what he does 
well, it’s what he does badly, and 
that's not a lot.” John Reid, Kuianc’s 
fellow Irishman and Derby winner, 
says. “He doesn't make mistakes. 

“He’s got bags of ability , but more 
importantly he wants to work bard. 
I’ve known he was a very good rid- 
er for a long time, but until you prove 
yourself in England nobody wants to 
know. With Michael it’s like a bot- 
tle of milk. No matter how many 
times you keep shaking, the cream 
will always come back to the tap " 


the race and TO have run it over thou- 
sands of times in my head. The tac- 
tics will be in order and horn then 
on it will be down to concentration. 

“I know the track very well and I 

‘It's not what he 
does well, it’s what 
he does badly, and 
that’s not a lot’ 


know all the recent Derbys. I can re- 
play them in my mind. I can re- 
member at least as far back as when 
Lester started winning [on Never Say 
Die in 1954] and I love watching him 
as the tactical master. 

“Ail his Derby rides are memo- 
rable for his brilliance round there 
and, if you watch him, he was the only 
one who never seemed to be out of 
position at any lime in the race." 

While Piggott was all guile in the 
saddle and Dettori is sleek with the 
fast hands of a card sharp, the sen- 
sation with Kinane is of a terrible force 
budding up behind a horse’s neck. 

One of his idiosyncrasies is that he 
grips his mounts’ manes rather than 
the reins when he jumps out of the 


stalls, a technique be witnessed in the 
United States. At a finish, he push- 
es his fists so forcefully into the neck 
of his conveyances that he is some- 
times actually punching them. 

Kinane docs not indulge in the 
post-race circus tumbles of Dettori, 
but spectators cannot miss his reac- 
tion, particularly if he is denied. His 
body seems to struggle to contain the 
rage that is erupting inside. 

Kinane is an appalling loser. His 
two young daughters know better 
than to beat him at draughts. He ad- 
mits he is moody and the prisoner of 
his own thoughts, a condition which 
is made all the more frightening when 
the hairy barbed wire of his luxuri- 
ant fair eyebrows knots together. 

Thus he is nol one of those jock- 
eys who sprinkles guests in a marquee 
with light repartee before going out 
to ride. If you are feeling lucky you 
can call him Mickey-Joe, as the 
braver in the weighing room spoof 
him. The surname is pronounced 
Kin-anne, as in the Christian name. 

This figure is from a racing family 
(his father Tommy won the 1978 
Grampian Hurdle on Monksfield) and 
it is fair to say not mud) else has oc- 
cufried his mind during 37 years on the 
planet. When he attended a fancy-drear 
party aged 10 he went as PiggotL 

Anolher building block towards 
our man's character was his youth- 
ful period with Liam Browne, the 
Irish trainer who also produced the 
likes of Tommy Cairn ody, Mark 
Dwyer and Warren O'Connor. For 
many others Browne’s stable was a 
different type of finishing school an 
apprentice academy which was like 
Tfenko without the creature comforts. 

Kinane has emerged from this 
whitest of kilns to become the mul- 
tiple champkm of Ireland (thanks 
hugely to the patronage of Dermot 


Weld ) and a leading player in Hong 
Kong. The translation of his name 
into Chinese means dark tiger, which 
is good feng shui for the gambling- 
demented public in the colony. 

Kinane showed be was up to win- 
ning a Derby with Commander In 
Chiefs triumph in 1993, the day he 

remembers “they were strung out be- 
hind me like a long line of brown 
cows”. But now he is asked to with- 
stand the metal-buckling pressure of 
piloting an odds-on shot around the 
world's most demanding rireuil. His 
partner, ironically enough, has been 
prepared in much of his work on the 

Newmarket trial grounds by Starkey. 

Entrepreneur has engendered ex- 
citement from the moment he surged 
away with the 2,000 Guineas last 

month. “The horse had speed at half- 
way when I really needed it.” Kinane 
says. “He showed great acceleration 
to kick in and really grab hold of the 
race. It's always a sign of a good horse 
when he can take control at any time 
in a race. It was a great performance 
because he raced for the whole eight 
furkmgs of the Guineas and not every 
horse is adaptable enough to do that." 

Like many sportsmen, Kinane has 
been collected by the narcotic effect 
of winning at the highest level. “The 
hunger does not diminish," he says. 
“Once you get a taste of it you want 
more. That’s what motivates you as 
you get older. What keeps me going 
more than anything is the big races 
and trying to get on good horses. 

“It would be better to win the Der- 
by this time because h would be more 
recent. You can’t live on memories, 
they don’t feed the children." We 
know fcy now, however, that when the 
stalls crash open at 3.45 this after- 
noon not even little Sinead or Ais- 
lingwill be on the mind of the man 
emerging from stall No 13. 



Kinane: Tie doesn't make mistakes’ Photograph: Robert Hatlam 
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samsBKP tiui junu ay ^ 

1 3 1R | P* 101 x WAfiE HERMES (Group 3YD fiffies |S5m] 
1m 2f UOyds Penalty Value £184y453 [EBiQiZj 

1 121-4 FttAFW (US*) (15) J Ccsdcn iCfl) SO L Dettori 7 113 

2 124 QMAgWIffi gU [PHBOlHHflfflWBnj ft de Bow-Pure B0 DBurflUO 

3 11 VEREVA(14MCD)(5 A Ag? tttan)AdeR%er-Dipe90 , 6 Mai 11 11 ? 

4 1612-0 KKASSAH (35) Dtunthn A* Uafounj j Gonen IGfli 9 0 R Ms 13 106 

5 1-11 ALWAYS LOYAL (USA) pB) IMakaxn ty Matyiuni Mme C tead 9 0 F Head 31 17 

5 '“'^«MCEE(2B)M(Sar/Bsm3Jt«hj^90 _T Thrift* 5 10 7 

I ? 2 - 2 M G0J0QMBC®(52)(D) (Bare Fader {XatoPDemanasal 90 I CM 2 108 

8 414-14 AKNADEA[28) tEnreRoetlBW Hajr»90 ,T EMBsrB _ 

BROilAWCE (HO (21J CD) Jam Sterner: F«m) P Bay 9 0 , 5 GnBot 4 113 

10 12-4 DANCES WH DREAMS pffl (Dr AQfepe) PCtappfe-rMn(GEI90 J Reid 12 115 

II 1-1236 1A NANA (FR) (28} {D} (Arete RattateaDSenftChre 90 ODatetOB 6 109 

12 302-11 QUO) HttJD (425 [l» !G lanate; J Oe ftouae 3 0 C Awiinn 9 104 

13 ID PALME DVR (28) {Dt (BF) (Dand WHenstetu A Frin 9 0 OPesSerlOlM 

-lSdcdnd- 

BETTWG: SW Aftrays Lgyri, 5-1 Brftftance, 8-1 VMm, Monaco daces, 7-1 R$afaa, 8-1 feme 
Maud, 10-1 PafeM O'Ur, 12-1 others 

1996: Sri S4a 3 9 0 C Asiusen 28-1 [B Smart. 681 itoum HO) 12 ran 


Silver Charm attempts to win over America 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 


Americans too are waiting to 
hail a wonder horse today. Sil- 
ver Charm, who has already 
won the Kentucky Derby and 
Preakness Stakes, attempts to 
become only the 12th horse in 
history to complete the US 
Triple Crown in the Belmont 
Stakes at Belmont Park, New 
York, tonight 


This feat has not been 
achieved since 1978, when a lit- 
tle lad called Steve Cauthen 
partnered Affirmed to the hat- 
trick. Four colts - Spectacular 
Bid, Pleasant Colony, AJyshe- 
ba and Sunday Silence - have 
subsequently won the first two 
legs before railing at Belmont’s 
final hurdle. 

Should Silver Charm win he 
will join the exalted company of 
such as Citation, Secretariat 


and Seattle Slew, and he may 
also prompt a celebration of the 
bizarre in the winners* enclo- 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Entreprenew 
(Epsom 3u45) 

NB: Conspicuous 
(Epsom 3j00) 

sure. The three-year-old is 
trained by a former history 


teacher Bob Baffert, whose 
post-race antics make Frankie 
Dettori look like a dullard. 
When he once captured a race 
on Halloween, Baffert wel- 
comed back his winner with a 
plastic pumpkin on his head. 

If Silver Charm, the 6-5 
favourite, does indeed collect 
the 129th running of the Bel- 
mont he will earn a $5m bonus. 
“It’s been fun but IT1 be glad 
when it’s all over ” Baffert said. 


“So far things have gone 
smoothly and the horse got 
here great.” 

The Classics spfll ever into to- 
morrow too when three British 
fillies make an assault on the 
Prix de Diane (French Oaks) at 
Chantilly. The strongest of the 
challengers appears to be the 
Dettori-ridden Ryafan. whose 
trainer. John Gosden, is also 
represented by Kbassah- The 
raiding party is completed by 


Peter Chapple-Hyams Dances 
With Dreams. 

The visitors were squashed in 
the colts' equivalent, the Prix du 
Jockey-Club last weekend, how- 
ever, and the French resistance 
once again looks formidable. 
The unbeaten Always Loyal, 
who won her domestic 1.000 
Guineas for Criqueite Head, is 
likely to start favourite, and oth- 
er influences may be Mousse 
Glacee and Brilliance. 


EPSOM 




j:.r 






,-e • ’ 


HYPERION 

200 Speed On 430 Jbmba 

230 Cap Jiriuca 505 Hoh Express 

300 STAR MANAGER (nap) 535 My Best Valentine (nb) 

3*45 Cloudings 

GOING: G>jud (tuck sraigliL - Good to Firm). Pemromner 3.0. 

STALLS: -'if - Mara*, note. itT • cHttiSiir 1m 4T - ware: rem ai nder- Inride. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Law he* for Of fc ?L 

■ Lctf-taral -ixirso. -Jurp and undubllnfc Lho Mralghl Sf ram is Vie htust tn the country. 

■ Cuum- Is south of ikwii - 1 9 miles from the rentrc of London. Three rail strain™ tern 
the court*. Eitiom i train* from Vhiorta and Waterloo) and the nearer Epsom Downs fVkv 
torn) and Tarumham Comer intarniftCmwand Victoria ). ADMISSION: Qjeens Stood Mam- 
ben- mill (Juniors 17-J1 S^Di; Dub S40 i Juniors 17-31 S 12V; Grandstand saO; Lonsdale 
ni.-Jowuix* illh Tuit-riham S7; the IflU Free. Aix-ompanied undn^lOt ftwuD enclosures e* 
cept Queen*. fSand. CAR PARK: Can* on Hilt S 10 (tortudes occnpaa*). 

M LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: 1 Hanson - IS wiraws from 1 25 rimers (dees 
a sucre* ml to of 1 and a kw m a ii level stake of SOI .09; R^eteot - -II I irtmers. 
73 rurawn. ]4.7“». +S0.JUM Stome -8 winners. 40 runnm, 

- 7 KnHMTS. runner. +59A' 1 - . 

■ LEADING JOCKETS: Pal Eddery - IB wins, 31 ndes. 

ms 74 rides, M.INh. -SI 1.0-7: TQbuui - 10 -iic. 100 ndes. i JNL -S84.BI; S Sanders - 9 
win, 4- nricn, 2 1 .Ifc, MA-L 

BUNKERED FIBOT TIME: Trojan Rfak (3.00). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS: Literary Society jr..30) won si Nernnarkd on 

SlNG^lSTANCE RITNNERS: Tertten tJLMO I ha* been sent -*07 nides by Hanyn Wane 
from Metsanbr. North Yortehlre. - - 


: : ; IoIOTVDiwbaswraihjhai®^ 

_-f. - at y ed 5 f penalty Value £27,467 ifTTF . ?: 1 

at agaaga*a!m iab»g====B 5 k 8 s 

- I *« ru “ ivi,: ™ 

7 20280 »0T1 «A»WERSWy L^^ZITI-TQUtai B 

304)00 AMAatS B Kf gg TO jSSS ^ iSIHS SraiS 5 105 

■ST A |9 -31114 SUBPSSE IBSgOH (24) (I« (DR | ° J -Tnj-> i* irw 

H SS; SSSJBaaS!^» , SS 5 Ki'»'* ,5 -” E K 


S S 


3 Carter 7 B 103 

JtHmdi4106 
_ IQ*n6 99 


Hnhwn 9a 3b I3ya 7st lQtt. True hanBcep uefepts; Laurel Oetgt 7st IKS. Thar Man f&in 
7a lib Darutfw&sway 7st 9b 

BEITOI& 5-1 Sapriss Mesloa, 1U ta Ustab. 6-1 DasNng Bte, 8-1 Bfcra Ms, XMaH, 10-1 Speed 
0a, Atw B wml vroy, That Han Again, 12-1 Bow Edfa, 16-1 Dancatfaan&tanay, 20-1 Keper- 
tay, Laurel Deigbt, Abbz*« Bay 

199ft To Kb Roof 4 8 3 G >M 6-1 co bv IP Hanoi thaw (UJ 12 tan 
FORM GUIDE 

A— B— dw—y has the aarty pace d take advoraage of the plum drew. She will be 
sharper tor two runs si commons races and she was a smart juvenea. Those drawn h^fi 
haw an adwntage so Laurel Dehgn, who fimthed ahead of Srepriee MWon on sew ref 
occasions last season, can be fended horn stall 12. She's without a recent run but Jack 
Berry's homes are m great farm. SPSD ON. who won a maids) at hm leisure at Severity 
last year Is preferred. He laced some mqpfy tasks afterwards and It’s bean the same story 
on two starts this term what with the mud at Chester and the csss at Kempton. The could 
be hm day and he's tahan to cut them ail conn ham sol nhw. Swprtse Mission s on a is0i, 
but stat fbeseg Mm a suffer task, and Speed On meets Hm 111b better compared a Chester. 
Ya Itotafc can be considered the lorn horse and he has a decent draw (10). A dose fifth 
after being switched to Croft Pool «t the Temple Stakes at Sandoun, he meets Btam Edge 
(second from a good drew) on 2fa better terms. Brave Edge h« the worn of the draw tor 
the second year running (sixth 12 months a&). and Btoe Ms is stmlarfy nandcapped in 
stall two. S ele ct ion: SPEED ON 

foonl VODAFONE DiOMED STAKES (Group 3) (CLASS A) t kVAJ 

£5Gto00 added lml34itls Penalty Value £32^000 

1 13410- AUU8MMftKpimMAMhfeH0KMBh(S494 ft Price 5 99 

2 10-31 CAPAftUCA (U) (D) fftonbi M)as) ROMcn 594 Rih«ee2U4 

3 0-1110 «MnRRA(i^^(ftm(faiw9SaeedtmSut9cr4 94 llMMSU 2 

4 106-21 POIABPRMCECJ3)(C)M50nsttne Stevenson) MJ8 ms 494 RCMfaaeallOB 

5. ISCSI nBNCE0FII)riffiWrpi9m(GJilck4BW494 NWS 8 112 

6 10136 MJMBCAICSniE(U5A)(41)(RESsngmriPQflRfe41||ern389 IMM9105 

7 211-12 AMDALBAOUfUSA) 04) Ofantoi A MsMsurQ J Durfap3B 6 RIW4I06 

B U WHM.80NgW}fllJMttunNktaMDani)MSn4B386 MJn»6106 

9 44-155 MOASncimOW(13)(lteBion>u0«KdCtiTiafleon)C&ew3B6-OflerikrTlGe 

-9dedarad- 

BEITMt 74FbttiU Son, S-IM Aftedo, 1U Kamtara, B-ltaMIc FbBow, Cep Jnfaca. m 
Pofar Prlaca, Prtooa Of Biy Heart, 20-1 HwtfCMe State, 33-1 Nfaosfctmk 
199ft BUntag 4 9 4 D Hatton 6-1 (J Mm) dram (4) B an 
FORM BUDE 

FMtMUSoB beat Shehean at Nectouiy in a tone only wei &naty atoirer man Hmi Island's 
)n me lecMrge. MUM Son has since dooed up In a common* race at lefccster* race 
Ztzai won an routs to batter tHnp. FANTASTIC FBIOW. who bypassed the Darby tor tws. 
looked a crackajack on IBs debut at York last September and he’s beck with Hs vrinrung 
Mattons-Lrftee penner ORwer Pester after erasable runs In the French and Irish Gumeas. 
KaraintMra Hopped Defend in the Dubai World Cup last time. He was a bega n 

feMMia n the Cambridgeshire alter beating Att-Rcyal at Doncaster, and hee something to 
praw with the atabia harety flnng at preeent Newfawy handkep winner Aerid Afeedn turned 
in a good ttme when dwt-heeded by the talentad Among Men In a Listed race at hempton 
a fortnight egi A good rui can also be apected from racart Caprevrete winner Polar Palace, 
who won a handicap Kttssftdure last year. Selection: FANTASTIC FELLOW 


TCnfl LONDON CAR TELEPHONES HANDICAP (CLASS S) 1 fMi 
2_J_i £50fl00 added 1m 2f Penalty Value £3^850 

04041 mEDa£IWITl(USA)(3^p!CXteclDeond«e)JTciEr49lO SSantalloe 

00056 FH#WTTCHFTH {lD(AJRtoodS)CBt2an4 99 OtaBmBlOS 

230126 UAJWClUI*eEC123jCH[T»oinCh3PatrwrSirtG3yM*«y59B. — KftftoBifll 

13014 ROCFFORCE (32) 06 Z MzeQ M Oenren 5 9 6 RRng*s4102 

04211 CHAWAGME NWCE (12} (D| (UaRxm Face) P Hans 4 9 5 dtowttwr (7)14101 


6 -01D40 MMIBS OF BRORA (12} IHobst Qbbang J Betldl 7 9 5 JBddl3109 

7 1432-5 SPWIl) LBR0 (24) (CD) fCandot Rscmg) D Oxooue 4 B 13 —Hartfa D« 9 W {3) 10 104 

8 -38406 BN0nWLBOr{M}(D}IMlBttB7BRdHBIMiuy5813 .W8ya2110 

9 03-306 StM MANAGER (USA) 91 Mb) PMe 7 8 12 TQehn7107 

10 01006 C0NSPRU0U5 (Ig) (D}(Ms Jeny Hoprind LGCoBEf 7810 MRDtMrtcSKS 

11 06361 FWS(IISI}(12MD)(OVlnkHltaiSrairiesLsl)RAitoua588 MJXta»22110 

12 -06062 lBB(Hnm(IVNftnlii)MWnBS87 1. Dettori 6 108 

13 4000-1 AUHNICmet(39eBA«aBnfe)PHedp587 RFtach&5J06 

14 02605 TBOI«NRSK(29)imUriU£sttv}6lM48S IQckmllB 98 

-Iridedatf- 

T 1. 1 fc, BiwB. f -r- M — "I 

CtoBgC, Terflne, Aetwna Oovc, 12-lSpirfto Ubio, 14-1 Hrotcre Of Brora, Coeral r e n es, 16-1 Star 

Mi ip , 20-1 Bwdoa W Bey, S3-1 HenyRM FBtt 

1998: UMMnkee 4 9 10 P feMrecn 16-1 a Cumanl) crawl (8) 16 mn 

FORM GUDE 

The booking of Mk* Kinane far Rag AkehursTs Fahs s doubly Itrieregfctg - Fahs whrang 
with eese at Saidown last time. James Tofer. who won a decent sprint with Uteraiy Soo- 
e<y last Saturday. aMo houses a pioffesshe Type in TW DOJETlMflL who can defy the bur* 
dm after tea deer-cut win at Newmarket. He ran a ssormar down the outade here on In 
reappearance whan fourth to Major Change and Champatyie Pnnce, and hs tools up to the 
task of beoung the pau- today even without a noticeable weight ptil. C ha mpa gn e Prince 
has since won the 2Mand at Itedev (IM&m stath and naner-up in ti«s last year) and the 
40> hi^ier mark doesn't look severe after the second Waft's oneway mn at Ayr not tune. 
Autuan Goiwr stays the ttrfa and has a leaiing chance with Royston Pkancn tatong off 5fa. 
Ha won the Jubilee Stakes at Kempun last time and the form M decant wrth Gold Spats 
Cmrt) and WeOon Arsenal (tourth) wtnnaig since. SpMto Ubro, hitfBy tried at Yak last month, 
won at the fixture last year ftnrn Trojan Risk, who Is now MHb better off and an Interesting 
runner In his flrer-ikne binkere. Sei ne toe THE DftETIANTI 

lAUOANDSnXES (CLASS B) £35)000 added 3YO (^23 
l HvOV l 7f Penalty VMuo £20^937 Ifgla 

1 -54111 TOMaA(M)tQORGo«t)BMemn99 KDteMylll9 

2 513-10 HDOBI MEADOW (35) (D) Kea& S&SiMcIgB I BUdrg 9 0 MM 2 116 

3 16 TYCOOk TODD (USA) (33 (Godifalai) Sseed tfa Stray 9 0 LDMtari5KB 

4 35261 WASP RAfWBt (USA) U8) ffJwsiopfwWn^t) PCale90_ ___.TQota4104 

5 40-140 ZAnSSM(3S){S}(BH Vasty CEkftBln 90 MRBbortiSlOl 

B 1355- HOOmMC8IB.(USA) (273) (SteedMUnmN IAMwiD M Snuta86-JRM46117 

-Sdadraad- 

BErTH&iruiHddM Meadow, 3-lTimba, 4-1 Ty»N Ibdd, lOlWBep Raogac, 124- MoeefeMa 
6U,2M.ZanttM 

199ft tans 3 9 4 W Rysn 5-2 jt fw 6 tMrtWQ) dmn (1} 7 cai 


FORM GUIDE 

ten Sakfing bypasses the Oiomed Stakes with MDDEN MEADOW, wno tanks home and hosed 
in ths much weaker league. Tmoba promises to be sufted by thte tnp after tss preDesskie 
wins oner six, tail he realy tores the mud to shew off hs talent Also, a looks a stem test 
far him concedtog 9B> to Udden Meaoow, the ftrefength Free Hanacap wpviet oner this rnp 
and then found ou In the Guineas at NewamrkaL Tycoon Todd made hs reappearance in 
the Guineas, but SOB with d bit to find after a debut win at York last September. The re 
moMngtno lookout of itrer depth. Mwheei Stoute's fBly MoonsMne CM was Bird in last 
yeafs Queen Mary Stakes at Royal Ascot. S election: HIDDEN MEADOW 

rFrjel MKNET RATED HANDICAP (CLASS B) £40000 added 
1m 4f Pen^ty IMue £23^650 

1 342-14 «IB0WIXESOTPI6 tB « rt9 »* , ' l 4df HM5490 ' “ — ^“dfiryl 

2 26104 KCnrflASS(USty{ll}(MaiawnAlllBKUTil MSbxxe4 8 13 .0 Prato 5 

3 1102-6 A WI)IA MSnXW(20)(Ct))(TreQueerttirt HwergfcnASll 1 Dettori 3 

4 130-21 6HEIEARIME (23)1$ feed] CTtoetonA 86 Dean Ikterei 2 

5 30-144 MM0Stl2)ICShecalas)PCcie581 -CMnt 

6 46001 HDH DtPRESS (IS) ^ !DF AJttrt) I fetonfcSS 1 KDadey6 

7 00004- UMBAmC(USA)(Z7fa(D)tfeMP>mfCU6B0 J Qufan 9 

8 21151- WUEC0NQIitaP33g{D}(R7Ktn)R Nellis 580 Malta Myer (3) 8 

9 320-30 «WCa*Ht(34}(B8(ADrtad»»DC058iM680 BR*ndi[5)7 

-9riKknd- 

B£nw& 3-1 Be MaAtt^ 4-l Ara Aai S tory. 5-lHriiE»pre«g.6-lHattoiw Does, 61VWeeoo- 
ipwr, Romkc, 10-1 Rocky Oasis, 12-1 LoeXarrifc, J4-1 Aitlc CoraW 
199ft Back^mtron 5 8 0 J Own 61 U OUl Oram 141 & ran 

|c ocl VOOAPAGE HANDICAP (CLASS C) £35fi00 added 6f 
Penalty Vdkie £24>054 

1 -44052 *WBe97VAiamemtO(fee\Me«*Bs)JWMB7100 RRareh{5)4 

2 100-22 SaWRSlW«H3(a(3a(C0»(CmsDBUBaJBer76912 Pffoterts(5)12 

3 000403 WAIBaMBTRe(S)m(FCT«fctn)BMa6hsn4 9R. „-. J RaM 2 

4 05-134 EASnSMPH0P!H5f<3)(DI0fcJMR*ches)Glffl6493 FaftBMayB 

5 26655 MARL(17)(&BiePate)BAWua493 — 

6 2000-1 TOUDOHSAYpSO W(TomMdiCidTJ*M#a)nb92 Pa AEdday 1 

7 11121- CLAN CHB(2B8)ff8(PG tree! JAnife4 91 DHantoS 

B 312155 KRARW WTUEVMfeonl JLEj«)791 

9 36030 HM TIC PRESBir (ID TO W Wrs J T D Banon 7 9 0 KBariayU 

10 -00052 WWIEQNRDd) (BF) (The three Bren ftecn(3 B Meebar 4 8 12 MMfelOB 

11 24-251 mEHARY SOCEIY (USA) (D Ha^ CeAne Cararl J Tofcr 489 SSwbre7 

12 30-100 U*DCIAIHl(21)|CD}0MmTheDatylfal)WJB«s789 LDrttatS 

-ISriacMted- 

B£T1Bt& 1SJ Sdha itwrt Fijcr, 7-1 LBerary Sociofy, 15-2 Lad OMer, 8-1 Uy Beit Yatestkw, 9- 
lTcudBnMay, 10-1 rmuu Piujktte. Mis. Mat, 12-1 For The Preanri. WMte Bfe; 14-1 Cfan CMef. 
HtenMcnaa 

U9ft SMuapaft Rpr 5 8 8 P feoens (5)12-1 D Benyi earn |9) 17 ran 


EPS<^M 

- 7 0ft- HTgh numbertysually have ap 
edee id 5f sprints npre- ^ BaJd- 

iwkrtin Rln» snri Am BZr 


HYPERION’S 




3 ' weights. SPEED ON Ul top 

.^onn in June last year aifl lu* W- 
— ^ art two outings wfll have I bun 
.■pot on for this task. v 

- >L30: CAP JULUCA seemed Back 

o iris best when making all lo von 
gadfly over 10 furlongs at Newfwiy 
ast week. He steps ba«± in d!Stafl». 
oday but is perfectly berftM 
-1/ igamst the inside rail to j*®* 
HR ^aKThe chief threat is a likely tote 

* hrusr from Aqnd Albsdu. 

3JO J ^ 

UMk The Dilettanti and 
jaane Prince are among UK*® 
-limhmg the weights afte r rece nt 
vins. mter handicapped nnmere 
ookrobe Omspicnoits, who p«- 
: orms weH c*d dowoUid cracks, ^ 

* ^Ily-trained 1 h»J an 1 R, ? , _,vS n 
STAR MANAGER, 

ailing 


UTI-100 __ 

ir M »1 -A i 
n ■? 6-1 W --M 
B.1 61 fij — 7^ 
M _gija 

an m 8-1 -M 

7-1 B-1__§ U^ 
tl.1 grl^ BUgj 
f 12-1 12-1 W M . 
rt M jgrt awn* 
ja.t 20A 

tfri at m 3Bi 


3A5: Silver Patriarch wiD be stay- 

X KSSSSSfflgg 

JSy Stoloutly-hred but a recent Md- 

■L counts aeainst 


field, but tight 
6dds and a slight stam ina doubt 
fi^kes it tempting to look eise- 

wbere Assessing the mieabjBtyo! 

^rpt^^^CLOUDWGSs 
probi^iarical but if suggeshom 
that at home he is not lor behmd 
Andrfi Fibre's brilliant Peintre 

Ctlebre are accurate then he is the 

each-way bet at mOrting odds. 

□po 

^20; Rain would gyeatiy favour 

TOAD’S bid to rwidafi«-to^ 


O^jBgl 

cinS «s- 

9 few* 


W— - Y** 26-1 351_ gii_g4 

1/ £ B Eh« ¥ agwer«ieflttPW siA3 

|P^ ■-g»LH--wfefom. | -- tatltf " RT ~ iaB 


j ft-l 91 61 94. 
v\ ■ 91 94. B 
7.1 7-1 6-1 M 

a* H Si H 

lOl 9-1 M .^1 
1BA 7-1 61 7:1 
ttl lM 11 1 _M 
161 15-1 11-1 


epiw.tte M-i twj iaja 

MBfiM w aa. sua 

W4.MB mr 3H 3&JBUS& ■ 


C-CWlH.R*mHLL-laTOT-te 


HYPERION 

220 Dry l«itning250 Jed Ki^rta20 HMcsMra 
4J5 Ledgendry line 4>45 Rwnlsh 5L15 Ahnaal 

GOING: Good (Good lo Firm In places). 

8TAI1& Straight rourse - stands' aide; Round rauree- Inside; 
Rnunl mOe -aAMSie. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low number* bast on round mBc. 

H Leftrhaod, pwMihopcd eourae with I mOe auatyrhi. 

■ Racecouev is can of wwn offihe A638 (M 1 8 Jtu 3 & 4). nts 
Ride from Doncamer Central railway audan (semd far London, 
rw, crowiT. ADMISSION: Cfab S16; Grambumd SKk FW- 
(y Enclosure S 4 (undo^lBafieeaD endaoufo). CAR PARK: Free. 
BUNXEXED FIRST TIM E: None . 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Nartkeru Motto (4.10) bus been 
by J Goidlp fruto tIpijtTnoor. .qumhefydr. 

T*Tnn\ VODAFONE DERBY D«f MADBI AUCTION 
stakes (CLASS S£4jQ25 added 2W)6f 

1 56 AIPBiW0IF(2ftWM*811- ',122!S 

2 4 ESTOPPS) {31) M Chanrai 811 

3 4 ratwLmiHipsjfieBsaii — 

4 3 HDHMKOfl J0w*?811 

I ■- 

7 0 HAWW03}MChanoi88 

| So 

10 06 TOPIUXXMWlNTrttaBB — - 

11 stems tea m me«*i 8 6 — 

u 05 !«WNUfFAIISMC!h»«r85 ^-SWsy lfl 

13 00 LO*tB«|42)PHsnHB5— J- K Wfew g 

14 0 UWariflMfVTWvBS 

U 33 Hflrnin^83--AW >B^a * 

Jb o ^«5jc^“esgy MtoMne8 3 -PcrPw «h«gx 

io SUMUgItMfttMnB3. lilTWll f 

! J SgBISC!!==^SSB 

rs-EW KOMMEASTDRECTHAMWaP (CLASS 
2n5U Q) £5 jOOQ added 7f 

■ysi 

1 "gg 

? a ga asawrawTPaa? ^— 

1 (yuoio HMftMSfflBORWn W 

* fjSw SoM(D)l*sVJI»fey794 w _||tMiri>g5 

2 mSS SbSBBSi"*? :. 411 — 

12 MOM ABEETflSSBwrtlgflBO 5WfeMar4 


13 60682 IDEAL BSUE (S) (CO) W HO01 5 8 11 BMfe(ft8 

14 60502 JEDI IM6Ur(7} M WEaaot)y38 1 F Mata 14 

15 060 HOICNIE (12} UteSH* 4 7 10 MOsdkMT 

18 60010 OBIOtEW W Ena co hosa 4 7 1A gbnlHMra 

«h Ta 10 B. Thie tmteap Hdgtt Mbaetare 7a as. o** 7a 8ft 

BEITtefe»2 A ranor'r MW, Sl lta iiw mw . 8- H liprin a ii , IMS Ki4»t. 
6-LRray Kington, 16-1 Sure Tonodoi U-lnihacs 

rooSI WDRTHNGTON STAKES (CLASS Q £8j000 
added lm 2 f 60yds 

1 15-553 KOKH HQ H CM* 5 9 ID IlmaS 

2 3(14- POTOtfCW P2C9RAtohuat693 — JtMrawB 

3 1-50 POSEeflN(43}UQnmin38B IFartna4 

4 641 flARUM (21) (D) J Durfop 3 8 4 A dart! 2 

5 1-6 NMOHRE (2ty P OoM 3 8 4 GDrifeMa 

B 122-43 nBMBl HAT (MJ Pltenls3 8 1 BDoytol 

BEnffc7-4ttetaMa.3-lfenta.4- miiiinB^ 6d. FH i lfegWi , P ii 
etor Bay. 10-1 Pocafcfcn 

I A 1 cl SASHA UTONS MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £8fi00 added lm At 

1 40060 rtWKER HUKTER (U20) fi AWSMS E 10 0 OrXSKMl 

2 00646 TB*»MflY(M)SCWMro;4100 Dftflftta(S)3 

3 44632 LHXBCBr L»g (14) Mn M RerWay 4 9 9 — A CMfcWH 10 

4 (0366 IMMRB) (12} J Purity 4 9 9 ^ACMritS 

5 132021 W— I — MIHWP Wf694^Tl— >6 

6 66006 WWJHC10)WSiirer693 ^-fiPM*MW7 ; 

7 22620 MBKMtaBM(X[32)CBaah4813 KHndpHS , 

8 431044 SUMHJMK(66)EMan58U IFMtaU. I 

9 0311-0 SM£MfM}ASnar689 Bltatoffl* 

10 1/3212 WfOOrtM WTCttW*y785 Pfessqr(3)4 

11 100443 lwnNBWM0nO(7)P)JGflMe483 NferMy2 

-11MM- 

BEnWftll-4la(teanay ih a,S-l)0rant, 13 2 Mwrs 4, 7-1 5ia ran» ri M , 
8-1 ‘haeMUttji, Sap IM,Nwa» Matte, 12-1 riban 

fM^ElSr JOHN AMBULANCE MAIDEN STAKES I 
D ) £ 5,000 added 5f 

1 66600 D0IMnmniftsLSttH492 0Ftas(3)5 

2 06606 mwvaj«Cr(7)UNL5Ua492^ — TSdtol (7)2 

3 0-2 nSDS8CI[lUES(29}UHM»hBh390 M «MRaH3 

4 8- HAfa^fS HhlRE P90) T Ocnat 3 9 0 ^fi Ftorinw (5) 4 

s HSGMEMMBTMEAaitt390 ItConoortool 

6 334 FUBRHI(14)ta?BHBs3B9— _IDtalBl®7 

7 45-3 POLISH ROMANCE (15) (Bfl U SW* 3 8 9 ICMt 

**7 ^Ktmd - 

MTlMGc 65 Pofch ■stan^SHfMih 1W MlMJMty 25-1 
Dan FBpa, ftney Ctocy, Harrey’s FUm, UscftloiiMtlfea 

rFfcl TATfeHAM cower HAfMCAP (CLASS 
D) £5)000 added ffiec A mares 6 T 

1 nreret LUNMlRSr(U9nUMeada4912^ u Jtltatan7 

2 -11006 NG0MAS IfiDCff (20) nSBowring4911^SWriaMr5 

3 00660 StEW.31 W4B»e7492 fl lMri mr|5)2 

4 10660 QAIEYP2)P) Ms.)Raratan491 IfritaaS 

5 000030 S76l£KWSS(5)UWEaa«J|i690_JOMW«to(5)4B 

G 00602 MMM(15)r»)mCV«l58l3 r _~aMfelde 

7 10306 RJfiMOAM LB (7) p)MHanarerd 789 JMMtann 8 

8 5-0540 B0UJN OOROTff (29) T EastotyA 7 13 TVNMtal 

o 500642 BHUHOUWdWWrMdtSriO^JftartinSB 

■SiMMal* 

Urinun nb«c » Wh. The iartttp M|fc flafafeia^TUBh 
ffiS M braar Hat 8-1 bum Utoy, lUMaari, 1M HMm 
(May. 8-1 StoMa Nto) BaBa DareOn 161 cems 


“i’M LUCKY 

BECAUSE I HAVE 

N ATHLETE 


BETWEEN MY 


LEGS” 


WILLIE CARSON 


NOT EVERYTHING IN BLACK AND WHITE MAKES SENSE. GUINNESS 





c a i* c.£j 5 n £ ±i Sj.iS Eh 



The 218th Derby 

Full colour guide to the 
big race, page 30 


sport 


SATURDAY 7 JUNE 3997 * THE 


In Monday's 24-page 
Sports Section 

Ian Stafford interviews Jacques Villeneuve 


FIRST TEST: Breathtaking double century and Thorpe’s cultured 138 tighten England's grip as toiling tourists sweat in the^j 


Hussain the 

hammer of 
the Aussies 


DEREK PRINGLE 

reports from Edgbaston 
Australia 118 
England 449-6 


If disbelief was still suspended 
after their riveting performance 
on Thursday, it was surely ban- 
ished for good yesterday as 
England batted Australia out of 
this First Test match, % the 
time rain brought a premature 
end to the day’s play they were 
331 runs ahead and still batting. 

Domination on this scale, 
particularly against the Aossies, 
has rarely come easily to Eng- 
land, and it took a double cen- 
tury of quite breathtaking 
assurance by Nasser Hussain, as 
well as a fine century by Gra- 
ham Thorpe, to set the occasion 
up. 

For Hussain and Thorpe this 
was clearly payback time, not 
least for the previous torments 
inflicted upon them by this op- 
position. Their reward, after a 
second successive morning of 
glory for England, was to break 
and extend by some 66 runs die 
record for fourth-wicket part- 
nerships against Australia, a 
milestone previously held by 
Walter Hammond and Eddie 
Paynter, who put on 222 at 
Lord’s in 1938. 


Second day, AutMa mon toss 
AUSTRALIA - FMbmtQfc 118 (S K VWOB 
47; AR Cadttcfc 5-50; D Gough 3-43]. 
ENCUM) - firat tantaCi 
rOetraghc 200-31 

M A Butcher c Heafr b Kasprowtcz : jS 

16 frtn. 13 toss. 2 fcure 

*M A Atfierron c Heaty b MdSafo J2 

10 mto. 4 toe 

tA J Stewart c Eliott b GBespje 18 

52 min, 33 baSs. 3 toon 

N Kasaln c Healy b Warns ; .207 

439 mm, 336 bate, 38 tan 

G P Thorpe c Betan b McGrath .138 

293 mki. 246 tote, 18 fours 

J P Crawley c He«*y b Kasprowcz 1 

19 min. 14 bote 

M A Eafoam notout _~.32 

135 min. 108 bate. 4 fours 

ROB Croft not out ... 18 

55 mfo, 37 bafls. 3 fours 

Extras {M.t7,*rtnnl3) -25 

Total (for 6, 612 mta, 12&1 owe) —449 
Rift 1-8 (AHwmn), 2-16 (Butcher). 3-50 
(Stewart). 4-338 (Thorpe), 5 345 (Craw- 
ley). 6-418 (Hussaei). 

To boC 0 GDu$t. A R CadGck. D E Matooiffl. 


Records, however, were in- 
cidental on a day which, if not 
possessing the adre nalin buzz of 
the first morning, was stiU an en- 
thralling day of Test match 
cricket, and another good one 
for England. It is not often Aus- 
tralia look quite as helpless in 
the field as they did when Hus- 
. sain and Thorpe strutted their 
stuff, and watching them labour 
will have brought a perverse 
pleasure to many. 

Hussain, in particular, treat- 
ed the Australian attack as he 
might treat the net bowlers on 
a flattie at Chelmsford. Part of 
the privilege of watching pro- 
fessionals play at the height of 

their powers is to marvel at how 
easy they make it ail look. 

Like Mark Ramprakash, 
Hussain has had to conquer his 
own personal demons over the 
years. But if frustration and 
disappointment used to be con- 
fronted by tantrums, this pas- 
sionate man has now managed 
to separate the tempest from the 
tempestuous heart - a leap ful- 
ly endorsed by those who have 
backed his appointment as 
Atherton’s vice-captain. 

Apart from a few palpitating 
moments early in the day, when 
he padded up to a couple of 
Glenn McGrath's inswingers, 
the Essex vice-captain treated 
the bowling with a princely dis- 


Bowtne Mctatn 32-8-107-2 inbT) (5-2- 
14-1 9-1-43-0 7-2-20-0 7-2-24-1 4-1-6- 
0). Kaspnmtcz 34,1-7-94-2 inM.wD 
(7-0-24-1 4-1-120 A -2-2-0 14-4-37-1 
5.1-0-190). GHMto 10-1-48-1 fnbll (5- 
1-22-1 50-260). Vtanw 35-6110-1 <nbl) 
0-1-120 15-2-550 6 -2-140 11-3-29-1). 
Sevan 6-634-0 (20-10-0 3 0-20-0 1-0- 
40). S WM*I 32r3rA 5-0 (nb2) (1-100 
7-1-300 40-150!. 

ft«0asK Brat day: 50: 58 rare. 13.1 owe. 
Tbk 74-3 (Hussair 23, Tborpe IS) 19 ou&s. 
lOtfc 114 frtfB. 26.1 mere. 150: 157 rrtrts 
36 owrs. 200; 220 rnns. 53 am. Close 
200-3 (Hussain 80. Thorpe B3i 56 mere. 
Second day: 250: 270 rrws. 67 ow%. 300: 
310 mins, 753 mess. New baS taken: 311- 
3 after 82J2 ants LnnelK 335-3 (Hussain 
158, Thorpe 135) 88 mras. 350: 382 mfos. 
963 own. 400: 439mns. 110.3 own. Tec 
4180 (Eafoam 20. Croft 1) 119 overs. Rate 
■topped page 4.40pm. 

U -"** L,V SO: 135. min, 95 balls. 7 fours. 
100: 253 ttm. 189 bafts. 17 fous. 150: 327 
mto, 245 toBS, 26 foura 200: 441 min. 321 
bafis.37 fours. 

Thorpe's 50:84 min, 67 tats. Stem. 100: 
MQ min. 164 bate. 14 tan. 

Uavires: S A Budmor and P Willey. 

TV Replay Umpire: J W Holder. 

Match Raftaace R S MadugpSo. 


dain that ought to have si- 
lenced his many critics. On a day 
of many pleasures, Hussain's 
shot selection was about as 
perfect as it could get. but theu 
so was the execution. 

His dismantling of Shane 
Wime was nothing short of 
masterful, and it was the crown- 
ing moment In what is surely the 
best innings of his career. In the 
over that Ted to his double cen- 
tury he took three boundaries 
off the leg-spinner. 

There has been no more em- 
phatic gesture against the Aus- 
tralians since Botham 
clobbered them about Old 
Trafford in 1981 and Hussain's 
celebrations - the spit of Chris- 
to Redentor overlooking Rio - 
as the whole of Edgbaston 
rose to pay homage were jus- 
tifiably exultant. 

A fast-food junkie, Hussain 
spent Thursday night eating 
Chinese take-away in his room. 
But if his penchant for a bit of 
stir fry plays havoc with the lat- 
est nutritional advice (Mike 
Athertons men have appar- 
ently replaced a post-match 
beer and fag with mineral wa- 
ter and pizzas), it was nothing 
compared to the chop suey he 
made of \teme, whom he cut 
and drove to the boundary with 
impunity. 

Watching Warne struggle is 
not something any serious crick- 
et fan will glory in. Apart from 
being the best thing that has 
happened to cricket in the last 
10 years, his wrist spin has 
helped revive not only a dying 
art, but interest in Test cricket 
too. 

His problems, however, are 
undoubtedly self-inflicted, and 
bis prodigious talent has meant 
a workload that beggars belief! 
But if getting his side to the top 
was a challenge for Yfarne. 
keeping them there has re- 
quired Herculean efforts which 
have inevitably taken their tolL 

From watching him yester- 
day, as Hussain alternated be- 
tween caressing him through 
extra, and cutting him past 
point, he appears to be carry- 
ing a sore shoulder. It is an in- 
jury every wrist spinner dreads, 
and one which is clearly corn- 
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Nasser Hussain celebrates reaching his 200 for England as Shane Warne looks on 


promising Warne. Even the 
trademark AI Jolson moue with 
zinc-whitened lips has taken a 
back seat, as his 35 overs went 
for 110 runs. 

Even so, be probably sensed 
some kind of decline himself; 
why else would someone who 
has taken 99 per cent of fits 241 
Test wickets with just two de- 
liveries - the bard-spun legjpe 
and a beautifully disguised flip- 
per - want to cook up any pub- 


licity about mystery balls. It was 
not all uphill and he later bad 
the consolation of taking Hus- 
sain's wicket as the batsman, 
closing the bat face on a leg- 
break. edged behind to Ian 
Healy. 

Warne was not the only 
bowler found wanting. Without 
the pace of Jason Gillespie, who 
pulled a hamstring, there were 
some long faces among the 
Australian attack, as Thorpe 


and Hussain piled on the agony. 
The Surrey left-hander was the 
first to reach the three-figure 
mark, but the real celebrations 
began when his long time muck- 
er Hussain joined him there a 
few overs later. 

After lunch, Thorpe mishit 
McGrath’s first ball loosener to 
Michael Bevan at mid-wicket. 
The dismissal caused some- 
thing of a mid-aftemon lull to 
set in as John Crawley, struggling 


Photograph: David Ashdown 

to find his touch, tickled an 
outswinger to Healy off the de- 
serving Michael Kasprowicz. 

It was a period that would not 
have worried Atherton unduty. 
If they can help it, England will 
only want to bat once, irre- 
spective of how long that innings 
lasts. That is the way to win Test 
matches and Australia's only 
hope of wriggling out of the 
noose now will be to make 
England bat again. 


For the second dayTuniuh£ 
Edgbaston crowd- ■ws'""’ 
delirious disbelief as 
continued the humblmg-inf 
Australians. After Thuis 
orgy of wicket-taking, beta 
flowed in a torrent firbm 
cultured willows- of 
Thorpe and Nasser 
a triumph of English 
ship to rival any witnessed^ 
Ashes series since t he waif" 

Hussain, whose early 
lalion as an enfant A 
threatened to- terminate 
Test career before it had 
erly begun, delivered a 
force, an innings asim 
has been witnessed 
Englishman in recent 
Thorpe, meanwhile, ■en! 
his standing as fireside 
reliable performer. 1 

“I always thought I 
a double-hundred one day 
l thoughtit be ,aj 

ford or Cambridge Ui 
Hussain said. “Cricket 
not get any better than 

Their mood was light- 
ed, television cameras 
catching them smiling 
laughing, and they marked; 
passing milestone with an 
brace. Both, however, wertf 
quick to dispel any suggestion 
that their easy progress yester- 
day will create complacency, not 
least when it comes to the stflj 
potent threat of Shane Warne. 

“This wicket has not suited 
Warne. The ball sat upand thaf 
gave us more time,” Hussain 
said “But we have to keep our 
feet on the ground because 
this Australian side will come- 
back at us." 

Thorpe added: “The pitch 
was not doing so much for. 
Shane and there wereuot many 
around the bat. so it was a case 
of trying to cash in. We know it 
will not always be that way." 

It was all too much for some 
of the Australians present The 
broadcasters of Channel Nine, 
for example, abandoned their 
live coverage in favour of 
Patrick Rafter’s bid to reach the 
French Open tennis final 

The Australian team, mean- . 
while, have asked their selectors j,, 
to provide an extra bowler to re- & 
inforce their squad Andrew 
Bichcl and Jason Gillespie are in- 
jured while Greg Blewett is fit 
enough only to bowl. Adam 
Dale, the Queenslander, is 
thought the most likely candidate 


Jr'? 
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Ashes scholars hard at work behind the scenes 
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HENRY BLOFELD 


One of the most impressive fea- 
tures of England’s performance 
in this first Test has been the 
meticulous planning which has 
so obviously gooe into all as- 
pects of their game. Nothing has 
been left to chance. 

In the field it was dear that 
the strengths and weaknesses of 
all the Australian batsmen had 
been identified. Bowlers knew 
where thev had to bow], the 


fielders were placed accord- 
ingly. and the new ball was not 
wasted by bowling too wide of 
(he stumps. The careful planning 
was also seen in the batting. 
Nasser Hussain and Graham 
Thorpe gave the hau lers almost 
nothing. For hour after hour 
their concentration never 
wavered and they seldom made 
the mistake of playing at a ball 
they could leave alone. 

The business of building an in- 
nings in terms of partnerships 
and not individuals had also been 


extensively gone into. Hussain 
and Thoipe played for each 
other and. though it may sound 
silly to say so, ihey showed an ob- 
vious closeness and friendship 
that says much for the spirit in 
the dressing-room. 

Budding a partnership must he 
easier if you can understand 
and communicate with the chap 
at the other end. Hussain and 
Thorpe's batting was crafts- 
manship of the highest order and 
the Australians were first sur- 
prised. then downhearted, and fi- 


nally dejected and demoralised. 
The loss of Jason Gillespie with 
a hamstring injury was a blow but 
Glenn McGrath and Shane 
Warne are fine Test bowlers and 
might have been expected to en- 
gage in a reasonably successful 
damage-limitation exercise. 

McGrath, who for some ex- 
traordinary reason was asked to 
bowl at the start of the second 
day in partnership with Wime - 
and not with Mike Kasprowicz, 
showed his inexperience against 
batsmen who refused to allow 


him to dominate. But he is a apod 
bowler who will still surely, have 
an impact on a scries which is 
only two days old. Il was a mea- 
sure of Hussain and Thorpe's su- 
perb baiting that McGrath was 
never allowed, apart from a cou- 
ple of overs aL the start to feel 
that he was on top. He needs to 
learn that he must pitch the ball 
up a little further in England: an 
Australian good length is loo 
short for a fast bowler here. 

The most worrying purl of the 
day for Australia was the poor 


showing of Warne. For four 
years, no matter how slow the 
pilch, Wame’s wrist spin fizzed 
as he ripped his fingers round 
the ball. The operation on his 
spinning finger must be the 
reason for this no longer hap- 
pening. 

His control, too. is not what 
il was, although one must give 
credit to the batsmen for this as 
they never let Warne settle. 
Some lime in August the full val- 
ue of Hussain and Thorpe's 
stand mav he better understood. 
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By Mass ACROSS DOWN 

1 1 Count) supporters 16) 2 Uneasy giving present? 

5 Moving articles from (5) 

Europe, reported ma t- 3 Cooks files, as if 
ter (x3) crooked (9) 

9 Entirely cut. ruined A Stale, on rolling of film. 

scene’s effects (10) is breathtaking (6) 

10 One with little to say 5 Running down a 

about strike (4) Parisian with nide lip in 

11 Radical tag, rounded description ( 15) 

figure, is couched in 6 Confound - almost de- 
Latin metre (S) stroy - a plot (S) 

12 Heart discarded in care- 7 Feature of Edinburgh's 
less state’s the Knave (6) reels (5) 

13 A case of free tuition (4) 8 A party flower (white) 

15 Doctor has to assess (9) 

gash (8) 14 Salesman needs lime to 

IS Beat to music, frenzied introduce the Spanish 
hot stuff (8) line in fashion? Right 

19 Fart of UK abandoned (9) 

by Henry's parent (4) 16 I screened off a villa (9) 

21 A little short of cash, 17 Endless peace captured 

the European writer (6) by paintbrush - and 
23 Show off, playing a easily mounted (8) 

modem piano (4-4) 20 One bearing South for 

25 Vent complaint against French city (6) 

bridge player (4) 22 Finest carbon papers (5) 

26 Nerve sees boy level 24 Where players arc ac- 
ution with northern Head live in attack? (5) 

( 10 ) 

27 Odd drill in test proves 
worthless (8) 

28 Loses sleep? Settles 
without hint of worry (6) 

The lint 6»( correct sohnioiK io this «nk\ puzzle opened next Thort- 
day rccenr feanbucked copies of the Oxford Dictiosar? of Qootatfons . 
An««en and «tnnen' mates MU he published oat Semrde* Send sotu- 
Uan* (a Seamier Crossword. It O, Box 401B. The Independent, I Canada 
Square. Canary W)un-£ London E14 5BL. Please o*e Ibc bos mmber and 
ww oru poacodc. Last week’s Mnoerc S MedmukL 
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Last Saturday’s solution 
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2 Uneasy giving present? 
(5) 

3 Cooks files, as if 
crooked (9) 

4 Stale, on rolling of film, 
is breathtaking (6) 

5 Running down a 
Parisian with rude lip in 
description (15) 

6 Confound - almost de- 
stroy -a plot (S) 

7 Feature of Edinburgh's 
reels (5) 

8 A party flower (white) 

(9) 

14 Salesman needs lime to 
introduce the Spanish 
line in fashion? Right 
19) 

16 1 screened off a villa (9) 

17 Endless peace captured 
by paintbrush - and 
easily mounted (8) 

20 One bearing South for 
French city (6) 

22 Finest caibon papers (5) 

24 Where players are ac- 
tive in attack? (5) 


Long weekend for 
Five Nations 


Rugby Union 


They said il had would happen, 
and it has. Winter Saturday af- 
ternoons will never be the same 
again after yesterday's an- 
nouncement that nexL year's 
Calcutta Cup match between 
Scotland and England will be 
the first Five Nations' game to 
he played on a Sunday. 

The Murrayfield fixture on 22 
March will be the first of two 
Five Nations games to he 
switched next season, Wales v 
France at Wembley on 5 April 
being the other. 

Id another break with tradi- 
tion, staggered Saturday kick- 
off times will also be tried in a 
move aimed, according to Five 
Nations' organisers, at height- 
ening the profile of the tour- 
nament and making it available 
to a wider audience. 

“Il is the express wish of Ihe 
Five Nations Committee to en- 
able as hi" an audience as pos- 
sible to witness the oldest and 
most respected rugbv tourna- 
ment in the world." Roger Pick- 
ering. the Five Nations chief 
executive, said. “We feel the 
time is now right to change the 
formal of the championship 
that has been in place since 
1974." 

For the players, some ad- 


justments will be necessary. 
“From the players and sup- 
porters point of view, all their 
biorhythms arc for a Saturday 
so this will take some getting 
used to," the England coach. 
Jack Rowell, said. ‘Tncreasing- 
ty. though, top level rugby is be- 
ing played on a Sunday, 
especially given the amounts of 
television investment, but we 
look forward to it. From a lo- 
gistical point of view, il will have 
no effect on our preparations." 

The BBC is all for the 
change. "We welcome this re- 
freshingly flexible approach to 
the Five Nations format which 
ensures that viewers will see 
even more live rugby union on 
BBC television," Jonathan Mar- 
lin, Controller of Television 
Sport, said. “It has been in- 
creasingly frustrating in recent 
years to have two matches 
played at the same time." 

The Scottish Rugby Union 
also expressed its support, albeit 
qualified. “Despite waving some 
reservationsuhe SRU neither 
believes that neither spectator 
numbers nor public interest 
will diminish," its president, 
Fred McLeod, said. 

1998 FIVE NATIONS* CHAMtOftSHe’ Rcvtaofl 
•choOuta T Feb Fwk* En$r»j nan; Wean) 
V SanttU 13 . 0 ). 21 Fob Scotland , Frina- .3 0 ): 
Enfland « Wjm itu.il. 7 U«r ttam , sasunfl 
0.45’. • ktunfl imoi. 21 Mur kclrt v Wad 

U.Q' 22 Mor joronfl v Erfjarm i3.Di 
UnO i liM.md ithai 5 Apr iHM*-, V Franco I i Ol. 














Daw/n over the countryside near Leeds Castle, Maidstone, Kent and balloons float over a weekend rally of vintage cars, bikes and aeroplanes. The stars are the balloons, which come in all shapes including a house, 
° rt - *’ J a whlsk y bottle, and Bertie Bassett of liquorice Allsort fame. Photograph by Philip Meech using a Nikon F90 with a 20mm lens, l/125th sec at f8, with a multi-film. To order this picture phone 0171-293 2534 
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Leonardo da Vinci wrestled with the belief that fossils 
provided a key to the earth 's structure. His findings on 
fossils ivere enshrined in the ‘Leicester Codex', so called 
because it was the property of the Earl of Leicester far 

■ more than 250 years. Professor Stephen Jay Gould con- 
tends that the ’Codex' as a whole is indeed a proposal 
for the structure of the earth, and is also a crucial insight 

■ into Leonardo 's artistic and spiritual beliefs. 

- "TT" he irony of Leonardo's notebooks is that by the 
I time they were published a couple of centuries 
I later, most of his wonderful observations had 
already been made again. So Leonardo comes across 
as a spaceman, a man out of his time. The myth con- 
' tinues that Leonardo stood alone and above because 
he combined his unparalleled genius with a thor- 
oughly modem methodology based on close observ- 
ation and clever experiment 

1 think that this conventional view couldn’t be more 

wrong in its general approach to the history of know- 
ledge. or more stultifying in our quest to understand 
the most fascinating man of our intellectual past well 
never understand him if we insist on reading him as 
a modernist among the Medicis. a futunst at the court 
of Francis the First- Leonardo operates in the con- 
text of his time. Tb understand him we must chron- 
icle and respect the medieval sources and character 

of his thought. . 

I'm going to begin by acknowledging the truly pre- 
scient character of the observations, but what alter- 
native account of fossils was Leonardo trying to dis- 
prove with these observations, and secondly, what 
theory of the earth was to support. 

' I-have a favourite ime from Darmn, frommJ8» 
letter. “How can anyone not see that aU ob ^ n ^ b ^ 
nst be for or against some view if it is to be of any 
Leonardo s keen observations do seem to 
ill a wonderful whiff of modernity, but he recorded 
^information explicitly to conftite the 

tions of fossOs current m his day. which had 

beezLproposed to resolve a problem. Namefriffor 
-^SbSwen the remains of marine organisms, how 


‘We will never 
understand Leonardo 
if we think of him as 
a modernist among 
the Medicis’ 



did they get entombed in strata that lie in moun tains 
thousands of feet above present sea levels? 

The first idea that he wants to ridicule is that the 
fossils were transported by the high waters and vio- 
lent currents Of Noah’s flood - an idea that remained 
standard until the 18th century. 

He deals even more contemptuously with neo-pla- 
tonic versions of the theory that fossils are not rem- 
nants of ancient organisms at all, but manifestations 
of some plastic force within the rocks or some ema- 
nations from the stars capable of precisely mimick- 
ing a Hvin g creature in order to illustrate the sym- 
bolic harmony among realms of nature. Because if 
the fossils really belong to the mineral kingdom, then 
their position on the tops of mountains ceases to be 
anomalous: they’re not real organisms. This was a real 
issue, and the confutation of it was a major event in 
17tbHcentmy paleontology. 

Just as Leonardo made his astute observations to 
refute prevailing theories of fossils, be also words his 
interpre tatio ns to support his own favourite theory. 
On this point, he could not have been more squarely 
Renaissance or late medieval, more firmly attached 
to his own time and concerns, and not to ours. 


Why does he devote so much apparently subsidiary 
space to the nature of fossils? The key to the prob- 
lem lies in water, and in Leonardo's almost heroic 
struggle-to overcome the essential difficulty in valid- 
ating bis crucial analogy of the earth’s macrocosm to 
the body's microcosm. Both are made of the four ele- 
ments: earth, air, fire and water. But the human body 
saves itself by circulating these elements, particularly 
by mam taming some mechanism for permitting 
water to rise from the legs to the head. The analogy 
of microcosm to macrocosm can work only if the earth 
also possesses a comparable mechanism. He knew 
water moved up - somehow - because it came out 
as springs at the top of the mountain. 

Now, here’s the central irony. He never did solve 
the problem that was the main subject of the Leices- 
ter Coder, be never found a satisfactory mechanism 
to account for the upward motion of water. However 
(and this is a vital point that has usually been missed), 
Leonardo did succeed in his quest to find a mecha- 
nism forihe upward motion of the other heavy ele- 
ment: earth, lie fossils on the mountains provide the 
observational truth that the earth can rise. 

His argument is that the earth’s structure is not 


homogeneous. It's a marbled mass of rocks and inter- 
nal canyons and of waters - one hemisphere of the 
earth, as Leonardo saw it, is heavier than the other. 
The earth has to balance itself as a see-saw: if you're 
heavier, you have to move yourself closer to the 
centre. Therefore, the heavier hemisphere has to 
move towards the centre and the lighter hemisphere 
has to move away, to keep the balance. 

Leonardo thinks that every once in a while a piece 
from the earth's interior is eroded - in this illustra- 
tion, from the upper hemisphere - and falls into the 
centre and drapes itself around the centre of grav- 
ity. The bottom hemisphere gets heavier and moves 
in towards the centre, and the upper hemisphere rises, 
and the strata that contained the fo ssils underwater 
are pushed up to form mountains. What’s the proof 
that this is true? Again, the fossils on the mountains. 

Now we can grasp the central importance of 
Leonardo’s paleontological observations in the 
Leicester Codex. He features this subject in order to 
validate the cherished centrepiece of his pre-mod- 
ern world view: the earth as living, self-sustaining 
organism. He requires above all a general device to 
make the heavy elements, earth and water, move 
upwards against their natural inclination so that the 
earth can sustain itself like a living body. He failed 
to find such a mechanism for the chief subject of the 
Leicester Codex, water, and his lack of resolution 
caused him great frustration, but he succeeded, as he 
thought, for the even heavier element of earth. But 
he needed evidence that land did in fact rise. 

Thus, Leonardo made his superb observations in 
order to validate his lovely but antiquated view of a 
meaningful and precise unity between the human 
body's microcosm and the earth's macrocosm. Leo- 
nardo: a truly brilliant observer. No spaceman, but 
a citizen of his own instructive and fascinating time. 

Professor Stephen Jay Gould: ‘Leonardo’s “Modem" \ 
Observations on Fossils : The Medieval Context and I 
Rationale’. Part of the Last Word lunch-time lecture j 
series at the Royal Geographical Society 
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“For only £13 a day 1 we 
could rent a horseless carriage.” 
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©heck out these extraordinary 
prepaid weekly rates. 
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can find a cheaper price for an 
equivalent rental from another 
car rental company, wc won't 
just match it, we'll beat it by SI. 
©imply call your local travel 
agent, or Hertz, 24 hours a day on: 


0990 90 60 90 


PRICE PER WEEK- 

FLORIDA 

£90 

CALIFORNIA 

£116 

BOSTON 

£140 

SPAIN (MALAGA) 

£105 

PORTUGAL 

£11$ 

FRANCE 

£162 


PLUS GREAT DEALS ON UK RENTALS 
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The draughty state of E Lasker 


Games people play 

without hesitation, repetition or deviation by Pandora Meliy 


William Hartston rediscovers a 
game invented by one of the first 
world chess champions 


E manuel Lasker was the 
world chess champion 
from 1894 until 1921 - a 
longer reign than anyone 
else. He also added to the theory 
of mathematics, wrote treatises on 
philosophy, and was a very fine 
bridge player. Despite all that, 
however, he still felt the need to 
invent a game of his own, a game 
that did not suffer from the same 
infuriating intractability as chess, 
or the element of luck that bedevils 
all card games. 

So Lasker invented Laska (or 
Lasca, or Laskers, as later versions 
of the same game came to be 
known). For the rules that follow, 
and a good deal of the rest of the 
information in this piece, we are 
grateful to our reader Stanley 
Daniels, who put us on the trail of 
this forgotten game. 

The game is similar to drau ghty 
played on a seven-by-seven board. 
Each player starts with 11 men, 
placed on his back three ranks. 
Moves and capturing are just as in 
draughts, with one crucial excep- 
tion: when a man is captured, 
it is not removed from the 
board, but placed underneath 
the man that captured it 
In the position illustrated. 
White has made his first move 
into the board's centre square 
and Black has captured it, 
resulting in a two-storey piece 
with the white man below the 
black one. White now recap- 
tures, with one of his two men 
placed to do so, jumping over 
the double-decker and remov- 
ing its top layer only, which wiD 
then reside beneath the cap- 
turing man, leaving a single 
black piece on the square for- 
merly occupied by the double- 
decker. If a two-tier piece 
makes a capture, it will grow 
another level. 

Piles may grow in size as the 
game proceeds, but in every case 
are under the control of the player 
whose colour is on top. You win the 
game when you control all the 
piles. As in normal draughts, you 
must make a capture if one is pos- 
sible. Also as in draughts, a piece 
promotes to a king if it reaches the 
other side. You then need some 
way to mark it, because it will 
remain a king for tbe rest of the 
game, even if subsequently sub- 
merged beneath other pieces. The 



Taw Messiter, 77, inventor of ‘Just 
a Minute’, 'Many a Sbp’ and 
other games 


Games come to me quite easily 
compared with other things. I can 
always invent a game if I have to. • 
Just a Minute began at school in 
an English lesson. The master 
pointed at me and said: 

“Messiter, stand up. Tbll me what 
I’ve been saying for the last 
minute.” Then he whacked me. I 
thought at tbe time that it would 
make a good game - all the awful 
things in my life have been turned 
into fun. 

Games are only as good as the 
people who play them. Tbe 
funniest person I ever had on the 
panel was an actress called Margo 
Holden. She had a voice like an 
eight-year-old child and she never 
knew what she was talking about. 
Fd say: “You were very funny this 
evening,” and she’d say: “Oh, was 
I? I'm sorry.” 

On Many a Slip, the chairman 
would read out paragraphs with 
factual, historical or grammatical 
errors, and the team would buzz 
if they thought they'd heard a 
mistake. 


My fascination with language - 
must have come from my father. 

He was a^reat one for absolute 
clarity, and he wouldn’t let me 
use a word that was wrong or out 
of context. 

Oddly enough, I didn’t have a 
favourite game when I was little. 
Happy Families was the only 
thing I played. Tm not a 
■ competitive-person, but ■ ■ 
competitiveness can be agood f 
thing if you've j*ot a humorous 
team who take it seriousty. Taking 
part is more important, though 
I’ve noticed that people do like"* 
to win. - -v 

The elements of a good 
are that it should be friendly ant? 
fun. It needs to be fairly dever. Jf “ 
it’s stupid, people won't bother 1 . 
with it. Also it should contain , ... 
information that they didn’t fcnqs£ 4. 
before. That’s about all. And net- . 
rude words. . . " 





Jerry 


meets . 

Lewis 


‘Just a Minute’ (speak fora minute *£§ 
on a gyven topic without deviation . rf 
hesitation, repetition, saying Tor 
using one of the prohibited words ) . ' £j 
will be in die shops next month! 

Made by Paul Lomond Games, "■ \ 
price: £1 4. 99- £J 5. 99. 
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Don’t junk it ... use it 

More readers’ ideas creatively recycled 
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power of any pile of pieces, how- 
ever (ie whether it moves as a king 
or an ordinary man) is determined 
by the status of the piece on top. 

And that’s about all there is to 
iL Whereas in chess and normal 
draughts, the position tends to 
become simpler and more tech- 
nical as captures limit the number 
of pieces on the board, nothing 
ever leaves the playing area in 
Laska, and every capture is liable 
to increase the complexity of the 


position. As a simple example, 
consider the pile that results from 
a series of captures of several 
single pieces by one white piece. 
This will leave a pile in White’s 
control, but a black monster with 
many lives lurks beneath it. One 
capture of the pile mil leave a piece 
in Black’s control that needs to be 
captured several times before 
White can claim it as his own. 

(And before you ask, no. a king 
cannot hop backwards and for- 


wards over the same piece, lopping 
off layer after layer in a single 
move.) 

After its invention in 1911, the 
game of Laska was played by sev- 
eral notable chess masters includ- 
ing its inventor's namesake, 
Edward Lasker, and the great Ger- 
man world tide challenger Dr Sieg- 
beiy Tanasch. All seem to have 
received it favourably, but some- 
how the game never caught on. 

The games historian David 


Pritchard tells us that Lasca (with 
a “c”) was first marketed by CET. 
& Co shortly after its invention, 
and a patent applied for. It was 
described as a “great military game 
- a game to teach cautiousness and 
tactics”. There is evidence of only 
one “Laska Association”, a short- 
lived organisation at Care College, 
Cambridge in the Seventies^ 

We shall be grateful for any fur- 
ther information or sightings of this 
lost game. 


This week, another instalment - : 
of readers’ own uses forthmgs".^ 
that might otherwise have beeh , > ! 
thrown away. TTre illustration / 
shows three ideas of Mrs C : 
Thomas of Worthing, West / : 
Sussex. Starting with a four-pint 
milk container, you slice off die- 
top for use, with the lid off, as a 
funnel, or with the lid on as a 
scoop for pet food or seed < y 
compost. - 

Meanwhile, the bottom 
section makes a dish for soap-ot 
Brfilo pads, and can even be ■ 
used as a pastry cutter for jam : 
turnovers or small Cornish -v :-S 
pasties. Finally, the middle part'/'! 
may be cut into strips with : • 
pointed ends, to be used as seed 
tray markers. Or, says Mis 
Thomas, you can leave it intact 1 
to be used as a cuff to protect small garden plants. 

Following our earlier ideas for things to do with beer cans, Mike .■ 
Mitchell of Manchester offers some recycling for those who prefer the .r ' 
bottled variety: “Drink 200 bottles of your favourite beer or soft drink, 1 ' : - 
he begins. You then nail the metal bottle-caps upside down in neat lines : 
to a rectangular piece of wood about a foot square and an inch thick. 

Place outside kitchen door as an effective mud-scraper. Hose down 
occasionally to dean off the mud. ' 

Finally, a decorative idea from Ms Lee Campion: “When Dad is . 
doing his carpentry, that nice little pile of sawdust can be recycled. Just ’ 
mix it with paste, then roll one teaspoonful into a ball. Pierce the ball :• V 
with a matchstick. then let it dry. Rub over with sandpaper. Brush with v 
paste sealer. Dry. Coat with gesso (available from an art shop). 



Tbe triple-purpose milk container 


... 

fe BCfr ' T ■ " . . 


kDi." 


L--- 

fcfcWiiL " 

oat ih> *- r - - 

ggnJuiiun'"" •- * 
IjasflisJ-.T- 1.. • 
rjjjPBtJiy- 
^ttnLr - ' 

ksa»!h..: 


;T: 


ifeflDtJK- 

• • 

toL'fl-*-'- ■ 

fctiBt ■ 
ibenni:- •. - 
»BC.r":T _ . 
'a&xu£ t. ■' 

tew *1 
|44-il «“i.. 
vtAuNe-: ... •_ • 
BufeiACr-;’ 

i r . • 


“Now paint it any colour you like, make a dozen more, thread them '-' •11* Jk r 


Held over from last week - apologies for any inconvenience caused 


all on to a leather thong and you have a prizewinning do-il-yourseif 
necklace.” And Ms Campion really did win a prize for such a concoction ^ 
recently. -V" 

Bawn O'Beime-Ranelagh: 


This is the tailpiece from last 
week’s discussion of The Bible 
Code, a new book cracking codes 
allegedly hidden in the Bible. We 
had explained how you scarcely 
needed to venture further than 
the first verse of Genesis for an 
exact prediction of New Labour’s 
majority. Now read on: 


In die beginning God created 
the heaven and die earth. 

The first word, “In” has 2 
letters. The first two words have 
a combined 2+3 = 5 letters. 

The third word, “beginning”, 
indicates that we must start 
counting again: “beginning” has 
9 letters. 


“God” is word number 4, so 
we go forth and multiply 4 by the 
number of letters in the fifth 
word: 4x7 = 28. 

The next two words “the” and 
“heaven” have 3 and 6 letters 
respectively. The previous word, 
“created”, indicates that we must 
find a new way of “creating” 3x6, 


which is clearly 2x9. hence 29. 

Finally, the last three words 
“and the earth” have 3, 3 and 5 
letters; 3x3x5 - 45. 

So the total prediction of the 
first verse of the Bible leads to 
the numbers 2, 5. 9, 28, 29, 45 - 
which are precisely the winning 
numbers in last week’s lottery. 


We are sorry that for reasons 
of space we were unable to 
pubUsh this information last 
Saturday and hope that it did not 
cause any inconvenience. 

The winning numbers this 
week may, of course, be found in 
a similar fashion. We leave the 
details to vou. 


Correction 

Last week on this page we gave an incorrect telephone number for 
SFC Press, the publishers of Games Games Games magazine and". 
“Ludography", the annual review of new games. Their correct details; 
are as follows: SFC Press, 42 Wynndale Road, London E18 1DX; 
(0181-491-7784). 


The games page is edited by William Hartston 
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Chess William Hartston 


Concise crossword 


Bridge Alan Hiron 


Backgammon Chris Bray 
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When working out a 
possible attacking 
combination, for yourself or 
your opponent, checks, 
heavy threats and captures 
are not so difficult to take 
into account It is the 
insidious moves in between 
that need looking for. 

In today's game from the 
Russian championship. 
Black accepted a piece 
sacrifice with the intention 
of returning the material to 
secure a comfortable game. 
In the diagram position, he 
had just captured a pawn on 
f4 with his knight and must 
have been expecting either 
Qxf4 Qxg5 or Rhl Qe5. 
White’s reply threw a huge 
spanner in the works. Can 
you find it? 

Here are the full moves 
of the game. White’s idea of 
meeting ..J16 with h4. 
offering the bishop in order 
to open the h-file, is very 
old, though not often seen 
after White has moved his 
rook away from hi. Instead 
of taking the bait with 

17.. .Nh5 and 18...hxg5, 

Black should have played 

17.. JChS - as he would 
surely have done if he had 
seen 21,Nd5! in time. By 


interfering with tbe black 
queen’s path to e5, the 
move hugely increases the 
strength of the threat of 
Rhl. After 21...exd5 22.Rhl 
Black had to give back one 
of his extra pieces, but his 
king was left so open that 
the white attack almost 
played itself. It just needed 
one more good move to 
expose how precarious 
Black's game really was. 

After 26.Qf4! White had 
planned to meet 26._fxg6 
with 27.Rbel! when Rde8 
loses to Rxe7+ and Qf6+. 
With 26.. JCxg6 losing the 
bishop to Qe4+, he was left 
with tbe desperate-looking 
26.. 45. which gave White 
the time to get his queen 
and rook in the right order 
on the h-file. The final king 
hunt led to White regaining 
all his sacrificed material 
with interest. 


White: S Dvoiris 
Blade A Khallfinan 


1 e4c5 

2 N£3 d6 
Jd4cxd4 

4 Nxd4 Nfb 
5Nc3Nc6 
6 Bg5 e6 
7Qd2Be7 


20g4Nxf4 

21 Nd5exd5 

22 Rhl Nh5 
23gxh5Kg7 
24exd5Bd7 
25 hxg5 RhS 
26Qf4f5 


80-0-0 Nxd4 27 Rh6 RdcS 
9 0x44 04) 2SQh2Bxc5 

10f4Qa5 29Rh7+Rxh7 
11 Bc4 Bd7 30Oxh7+Kf6 
!2Bb3Bc6 310f7+Ke5 

13 Rbel Rfc8 32 Oxd7 Rc7 

14 Kbl Rad8 33 Rel+ Kf4 


15 QCb6 
I6h40c5 
17Qg3Nh5 
l$Qh2bxg5 
19hxc5g6 


34Rfl+Kg3 

35 OxfS Qe3 

36 a3 Rl*5 

37 OCS resigns 
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ACROSS 


DOWN 


matural beings (7) 

} marks (5) 

Brine to bear (5) 
Attribute (7) 

Bring into agreement (9) 

Calls on (6) 

Contract (6) 

17 High ball (3) 

IS Trite (9) 

20 Large tent (7) 

21 lip to the time that (5) 

23 Fashion (S) 

24 Intrinsic qualicv (7) 


1 

5 

8 

9 

10 
12 

13 

14 


New (5) 

Cold sweet (3) 
Entrance hymn (7) 
Spangle (6) 

Move to and fro (5) 
Enmity (9) 


Soft fruit (y) 

13 Books (7) 

15 Distinctions (7) 

16 Plan (6) 

IS Accommodate (5) 

19 Dig (5) 

22 Metallic element (3) 


Sohrttam to yesterday’s Coodsa Crossword: 


ACROSS: 1 Winch. A Airhead fWj> aheuU). 8 Antenna, v Mouni. If) p.*™. 1 1 

Kingdom. 13 Read, 15 - - 

27 lm 


Imbibes 2H P.Ticnd. M EaiJn DOWNM Wra zfvi. 'ilvim ?Hanm Aul‘ 

SfcS. A “ fc - "> Li - 


’ ■ * »*/« o nniLiiiH, -V Pipum. Jir I'iicniil. I I 

Ri-^ide. 17 Laurel. 3i Keel. 12 Old Fl„ru. Tn Lkii. 


I Love ail; dealer South 


North 

4108 5 
vKS 

•> A K J 9 3 

49 5 3 

West 

East 

474 

49 6 2 

VQ 9 5 

2 <?AJ 104 

OIOS 

07 6 5 

4Q10874 4AK2 


South 

4AKQJ3 

976 3 

0 Q 4 2 

4J6 


“I know that I could have beaten 
♦ S ifl had led a heart,” said 
West at the end of this deal. "But 
wasn't there a case for you 
playing back *2 at trick two? 
Then I can win and push a heart 
through." 

“1 would look really foolish if 
declarer turned up with the 
queen ” replied East, and there 
the matter rested. Any thoughts? 


South opened 14. North 
responded 20 . and South rebid 
his spades rather than offer 
support riot) for honours, 
partner!”) North raised to 34 
and South went on to game, 
although a pass would have 
escaped criticism. West led 47 , 
East won with 4 K, cashed the 
ace, and led a third club. South 
ruffed, drew trumps, and lost 
only a heart at the end. 

West was right: there was a 
good case for East returning *2 
at the trick two. If West's lead is 
a true fourth highest, he began 
with ♦Q r J.8.7.(x). 4J.10.S.7.(x) 
or 4Q.10,8,7,(x). Against a suit 
contract, he would surely have 
led the queen and the jack 
respectively from the first two, so 
the lead strongly suggests that he 
docs indeed hold the queen. 

So there was no real danger of 
South winning an undeserved 
trick with the'queen. WesL on 
lead with 4Q. would easily 
realise what was expected of him. 


Perplexity 


Mixed doubles: 


Real tremor toying tit bag 
chimera. 


17 May answers: 

Mansfield Park. Jane Austen 
Winner: Betty Mann (S Harrow) 


The above sentence hides three 
connected one-word answers. To 
find them, you must group the six 
words into three pairs, then 
rearrange the letters within each 
pair. A prize of the Chambers 
21st Dictionary will he awarded to 
the sender of the first correct 
answer we open on 19 June. 
Answers to: Perplexity. The 
Independent. 1 Canada Square. 

i»n E14 


Last week's puzzle ... 

... was more difficult than some of 
you thought. 



The object is to 
fit the numbers 
1 to PJ into the 
hexagonal array 
so that entry tine 
parallel to any 


Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL. 



side adds to the same sum. That's 
six lines each of 3 and 4 numbers 
and three “f five. Entries Mill open 
until 12 June. 


13 M IS 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
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I was happily playing a quick game against Jellyfish • 
the other evening. For once I had the better of ihe ‘ 
silicon coelenteratc and was on my way to a gammon^ 

I rolled 6-3, quickly played 8/5, 6/off and was stunned;; 
when it beeped to tell me there was a better move! r 
“What do you mean, a better move?”, I enquired _ 
“Quite so, my dear chap”, it replied. “Have you ' 
considered the advantages of playing 8/2*, 5/2?" ^ 

“How can I consider the advantages of a move I - 
haven’t even seen?" z~“ ;* 

“As a mortal you have, as is usual with your specis&< 
played the first move that entered your head." ' ’ ■ •; 

“I am doing my best to make sure that I always ■ 
consider ar least two moves on any play.” I replied 
somewhat huffily. “In this case, I didn't see the play 
because it didn't fit my model of the game. Leaving 4 , . 
shot for no purpose - how can that possibly be rigW-^ ! 

“The advantages become apparent with a little. "■ 
LhoughL As you are not blessed with a neural net for •• _ u 
a brain. I suppose I must explain. Most important, I'^_ . 
will never be able to make your 2-pomt With your 1 ■ ; 
move I will gain a lot of equity whenever I manage 10^; .. 
anchor on your 2-poini and win quite a few games by.; r . 
hitting a late shot. Secondly. I will have four men env-’ 
the bar as opposed lo three with your play, and_ . ; 

consequently you will win more backgammons ’ 

“But what if you throw a five?" 

“You humans would fear your own shadows._You . -_ . 
will have one man to bring in against a four-point • , 
hoard while I still have to enter three men against 4 ' 
five-point board: you arc still n massive favourite . ' 
“OK. Fm convinced - 1 made a mistake.” ' 0 

“Indeed you did. now how about another few 
games »L shall we say. £50 per point?" 
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meets 

Jerry Lewis 

D awwj MrnAee* opened at the 
Adelphi two nights ago. 
Forty-two years after its first 
appearance on Broadway, 
the Faustian-basebaJI musical 
picked up the kind of rave reviews (^Inde- 
cently entertaining" - Telegraph, “The 
j»>ngs are a joy for ever" - Daily Mail) 
youd thought were the exclusive property 
of Guvs and Dolls. London audiences are 
being weirdly entranced by Fifties Amer- 
ican vaudeville at the moment - and so 
*1 ^ mer ^ c ? : Damn Yankees has been on 
the road since February 1995, playing in 
5&<Kld cities from Chicago to Fort Laud- 
erdale and raking in $47milHon (so far). 
London is their 57th venue. The travel- 
ling circus of 65, including musicians, 
sound men, lighting crew and the 23- 
strong cast, are committed to taking their 
jolly tale of the Devil, the baseball nut and 
„ Lota the stripper all over the world. 
#Kfter London, they’ve got Canada, Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand and Japan... 

In the middle of this Tin Pan Alley jug- 
gernaut, this kinetic ironclad extrava- 
ganza, this rumbling, crowd-pleasing car- 
avanserai is Jerry Lewis, about whom the 
reviews were guarded. They all praised his 
^Jfcctacular 15-rainute stand-up routine in 
the second half, but otherwise tended to 
voice the same fear "Lewis appears to be 
cruising on reputation alone” [Telegraph): 
“the smugness of a star smoothly coast- 
ing on his legend" ( Independent ). And you 
think: what legend? What reputation? For 
Jerry Lewis is one of the classic incarna- 
tions of the performer who lost the plot 
- the screwball who went out of fashion 
like that in the Sixties as if coshed by fate, 
the comedian whom nobody found funny 
any more, apart from a lot of grim French 
intellectuals. He was the clown with the 
crossed eyed, guming features, rolling 
tongue and spasmoid limbs, who dwelt 
wholly, it seemed, in the realm of slap- 
stick. double-take and pratfall when not 
drooling over girls and waxing sentimen- 
tal over small children. The Bell Boy , The 
Ladies' Man , The Nutty Professor, Which 
"•jjr v to the Front - he was nothing if not 
prolific (as actor, writer and director); but 
his prolificity, his exuberance, his infan- 
tilism just stopped communicating with 
critics, backers, audiences. He had a 
comeback when Martin Scorcese cast 
him, in The King of Comedy, as Langford, 
an ageing comedian with a cold heart. 
Lewis radiated such contempt for the 
film’s demented, emulatory fans (played 
bv Robert de Niro and Sandra Bern- 
hardt). it felt as if years of neglect and bit- 
terness were being exorcised. But when 
you meet him in the flesh you realise that 
there’s a lot still there. 

He’s a very furious man. Chunky of 
torso, pouchy of cheek and curiously 
cirrus n in posture, he regards you from 
under alarmingly hooded eyelids as if he 
hates you and everything you stand for. 
In between sentences, the lower plate of 
his dentures detaches itself from its moor- 
ings and wanders around his mouth. He 
alternates a look of fathomless disgust 
^arith an expression of bafflement, as if you 
'gie ma king no sense. He talks in long, 

growly. explanatory sentences like a man 
who isn’t used to being interrupted 
-Yeah, it’s the first time I’ve ever been 
an actor playing a part on a stage, 
although - of course - I’ve been in front 
of live audiences all my life. But it s totally 
different in theatre. I never realised that 
the audience hears and feels the rela- 
tionship we have on stage/They don t turn 
to 3 other and say, TTiey re having a 
wonderful time up there - but they feel 
it And at the end this veiy proper audi- 
ence, they lose their proper, and they’re 
screaming and stamping and applaud- 



ing...” He is keen to play down any 
notion that this is a star vehicle for his 
screwball sell “I will not go for a cheap 
joke. The integrity of this play is very 
important to me. If Jerry sneaks in some- 
where, it’s only in places where it doesn't 
encumber the plot” Encumber? “It’s a 
very important word, when you’re deal- 
ing with 30 other people on stage at the 
same time. There’s moments when you 
feel that little nerve button and think. Oh 
Christ I could go for that. But I got other 
performers out there. We have a play to 
tell and music to sing. I’m the only one 
who knows what discipline it takes..." 

We talked about vaudeville, and the 
extreme^ dead concept of the all-round 
“entertainer" who could sing, dance, tell 
jokes and perform in the exhausting 
hyperactive style of A1 Jolson and Danny 
Kaye. “You'll probably hate this, because 
he’s home-grown,” said Lewis, “but Tbny 
Newley is the greatest vaudeviliean that 
ever lived. He's a great performer, a 
great entertainer. But he was looked 
down on by many of his audiences because 
he was so goddam cocksure of how good 
he was. They would have liked him to be 
a little more humble about it Lewis’s 
interest in Newley has a distinct element 
of self-identification about it “I thought 
he had this marvellous ... esteem for him- 
self. Jesus Christ, most peoplelove to see 
someone enjoy what they do. But there’s 
something about the home-grown that 
changes that concept. We have ft in. 
America. I am more appreciated in for- 
eign countries by the critics..." Spotting 
that he was in danger of saying that his 
home audience didn’t care for him, he 
abruptly changed tack: “...but when it 
comes to audiences, er, American audi- 
ences have been awfully good to me. I’ve 
been in front of them for 65 years. The 
Press have always asked. ‘How do you feel 
when you go to France and Germany and 
Italy and they carry on the way they do. I 
say, ‘They do the same thing in the United 
States.' It’s only the critics in the US who 
rhink I should be put to sleep. The critics 
in Europe think what I do is genius." 

They do indeed. And it’s not just the 


Cahiers du Cinema crowd, who adopted 
Lewis as a great director in the late Fifties. 
Other directors revere him. Sometimes 
they offer him advice. “1 was in Paris once, 
rehearsing for the opening night at the 
Olympia. I was singing ‘Rock-a-Bye Baby’ 
and someone had suggested singing the 
second chorus in French, so I was trying 
it. Jean-Luc Godard had been spending 
the day with me. He called me over and 
said (adopts thick Qouseau accent]: ’Are 
you kray-zeee? To seen® in Fraynch? You 
stupide bastarde, zey will keel you.’ When 
he said that, a light went on in my 
head..." More often they make outra- 



geously big statements. “Lewis should be 
examined and praised as a film-maker 
who made five or six brilliant movies,” 
wrote Bertrand Thvemier in the Guardian 
last. year. Many stories are told of the 
chronic mis-roatch between Lewis's more 
pretentious fans and Lewis’s own unpre- 
tentious deflations. Such as the sympo- 
sium in Paris when he was congratulated 
by a voluble dniaste for his visual jokes 
with fat ladies in The Bellboy . Not only is 
it a trenchant satire on Western, con- 
sumerism, said the fan, it’s also a swinge- 
ing attack on American matriarchy and 
the ethos of... “Eat women walk funny," 
Lewis replied shortly. “That’s the point.” 
Did he marvel at such pretentiousness? 
“Everybody’s seen the same things the 
French have seen," he said. “But the 
French convolute iL I was sitting there one 
night with Francois Ihifiaut, in front of 


the Cinematheque, and he said to me, 
‘Jeny, zer reason zat joke is so good in 
that feelra is that, when you were zmall, 
your muzzer must ’ave...’ and I said stop, 
Francois, just stop iL My mother did shit. 
I just wrote a great visual joke and shot 
it Where did it come from? I don’t know, 
but I doubt it was her womb” Lewis’s 
whole body shook, somewhere between 
irritation and laughter. “Tve been argu- 
ing with them for 40 years.” he concludes 
wearily. ‘They always need to understand 
more. It’s their culture. They need defi- 
nitions. They need to know intentions. 
They want to know where it comes from. 

Left Jeny Lewis win Dean Martin 

t What I do and have 
always done is have a 
wonderful time not 
allowing the child in 
me to die. I’m nine. 

I’ll always be nine f 

It comes from simple. Simple is magic. 
Simple is wonderful.” 

Lewis himself comes from New Jersey, 
where he was bom Joseph Levitch in 
1926. His parents were entertainers on the 
“Borscht Belt" (named for the number of 
East European imigrte) in the Catskill 
Mountains. Lewis speaks of his parents 
with the slightly hysterical enthusiasm of 
a hero-worshipping son who didn’t get to 
know his parents well. “My Dad was 
incredible. I was sitting in front of the 
stalls every nighL He was Jolson. he was 
Eddie Cantor, he was everyone rolled in 
one. The funniest man Tve even seen in 
my life. And the handsomest. And be sang 
better and danced better and mimed 
better— He did it alL” His mother was 
piano accompanist, arranger and musical 
director to her husband. They were a per- 
forming family. “One hotel would pay my 


Dad $25 a week, with room and board for 
him, his wife and son. If he could perform 
in another hotel after the show, he'd get 
another $8, $2 for my mother and $3 for 
the kid. It was $13 gig down the road twice 
a week So at tire age of five, they put me 
in a tux. How can you fail? A five-year- 
old in a tux?” Lewis’s career famously 
began at this tender age, singing “Buddy 
Can You Spare a Dime” for the supper 
crowd, but he also remembers it as the 
start of his comedy career. “I don't recall 
singing the number, but I recall t akin g a 
bow. because my foot went off the stage 
and into the footlights and the bulb 
broke. I was scared, but it was the first 
laugh I ever got from an audience." 

A pratfall might be written off by some 
as an accident It became Jeny Lewis's 
life. “My mom had four sisters, and my 
dad had two sisters, and all of them 
thought they had created some kind of a 
nerd that needed a keeper," he recalls. 
“Because I had the desire to do the silli- 
est things to make other people laugh. 
Whether I needed the attention, because 
my mom and dad were always away from 
me, or I was covering up the fact that 1 
had a hole in ray sock and didn’t want 
them to see, I don’t know. You can psy- 
choanalyse the why of what you do. But 
I do to this day get the greatest joy out of 
watching someone smile or doing some- 
thing as silly as you please to give them 
a laugh." 

One of Lewis’s more emetic refrains is 
about the child inside him. “What I do 
and have always done," he says, “is have 
a wonderful time not allowing the child 
in me to die. Pm nine. I’ll always be 
nine..." Since he himself is now 71, and 
since be has been responsible for making 
several films as auteur complet - having 
complete control over every aspect of the 
production - it’s hard to reconcile the 
control-freak in his nature with the hyper- 
adreuaiinated kid in front of the camera. 
Was he actually two people? 

“It’s a very important question," he 
concedes, “though it has nothing to do 
with schizophrenia. Let me ask you: Do 
you think you’re sitting at this very 
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Rock concerts that drive a lad insane 


certs everywhere. Queue in the 
street even though you have tick- 
ets and the doors were meant to 
have opened half an hour ago, 
stand sardine-style in sweltermg 
conditions for an hour watching 
roadies touch amplifiers and gaze 
intently at wires - 1 meanwhat do 
they actually do that couWn t have 
been done during the afternoon - 
then have to leave early because 
the concert actually ends an hour 
after the last train. 

And this was one of the good 
ones. Rock concerts obey none of 
the rules of other art fonns. Start- 
le times primed on tickets are a 
Joke* supposedly spontaneous 
encores are planned downto the 
last detail; usually when booking 

you arenot told which row, block 



David Lister 

arts notebook 


or even part of the arena you are 
in, and worst of all there’s barely 
a decent, comfortable, acousti- 
cally good rock venue in the coun- 
try. one that can allow those who 
want to stand to stand, and those , 
old enough to remember Ziggy 
Stardust to siL The Shepherd's 
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Bush Empire in London is a rare 
exception, managing to fulfil most 
of those criteria. 

It is astonishing that the one 
arts award not yet considered by 
the national lottery is for money 
for a national rock venue. We lead 
the world in rock music, it now 


attracts at least two generations of 
fans, so why not a national venue 
on -the lines of some theatres, 
which would have a main house 
for the big gigs and studio spaces 
for the smaller concerts and David 
Bowie’s post- birthday bashes for 
his fans? I know it's unspeakably 


unhip to admit that at mast rock 
concerts you’re uncomfortable 
and can’t actually see or hear 
very well, but next time take a look 
at the expressions on the faces 
around you. 

The English National Opera usu- 
ally has a large press conference 
to launch the programme for its 
new season. Bat this year there 
was nothing. The programme was 
simply slipped out under plain 
wrapper this week. Sorely the 
genially combative Dennis Marks, 
ENO’s general director, wasn't 
worried by the prospect of a few 
awkward questions on such 
prickly subjects as using lottery 
money to move ont of the much- 
loved London Coliseum. 


moment with the wacko who appears on 
screen?" Good Lord no, I said. “Right. 
You’re not. You’re sitting with the guy 
who writes for him, the guy who cares for 
him and who roust protect his best inter- 
ests. 1 can’t allow him to get any older 
than nine; he’d only encumber my work. 
When I make a film, I have to make every- 
one understand that we must keep him 
out of it and build a solid foundation so 
that, when we let him loose, everything 
will be perfecL He knows he can’t fuck 
with the intellect of the guy who writes the 
stuff. He knows that I need him not to get 
involved in that. I need him just to come 
and play and get as silly as he can in what 
we have structured." Noticing that, by this 
time. I was considering making a dash for 
the door, he added: “Some people think 
you’re fuckin' insane and say, ‘How can 
you do that?’ But it’s really very easy " 
Listening to Lewis talking about his 
screen persona as some demented (and 
imprisoned) kid brother, you realise what 
it is about this talented and vigorous man 
that’s so hard to love: it’s his brand of 
sentimental bullying, that makes top 
many demands on human sympathy. It’s 
of a piece with his confession about com- 
edy: ‘Ti's the most selfless act in the eyes 
of the laugher, but it’s the most selfish act 
in the eyes of the guy who’s doing it.” 
Lewis has always been a manipulator of 
laughter rather than a charmer, a man 
who’d rather belabour you with a club 
than tickle your fancy. One thinks how 
relieved the film world was when his last 
directorial project collapsed from lack of 
finance - The Day the Clown Cried . about 
a clown striking up a friendship with chil- 
dren in Auschwitz. And though his influ- 
ence is still strong (Jim Carrey in Liar liar 
is one natural descendant, as was Steve 
Martin’s funny walk in All of Me: Lewis 
was executive producer of Eddie Mur- 
phy’s remake of The Nutty Professor) it’s 
easy to think he’s in the safest possible bil- 
let between now and the new Millennium 
— acting a role in a play, with just a single 
burst of “Jeny Lewis" a nighL a brilliant 
15-minute “letting out” of his crazed, 
manipulative alter ego. 


As it happens, the forthcoming 
season is one that the ENO can 
actually crow about. Not only is 
the company welcoming back sev- 
eral old stars, it is also welcoming 
several new directors including the 
talented theatre director Jude 
Kelly directing her first opera, 
Donizetti's The Elixir of Love. And 
it is actually reducing seat prices 
in the stalls and the balcony. Mi- 
Marks should be less sensitive. 
There are a lot of good things hap- 
pening at the Coliseum, It's just a 
pity he’s determined to leave iL 


Bob Dylan is out of hospital and 
even promising a new album this 
autumn. Now that he has intro- 
duced the world to his rare disease, 
histoplasmosis, 1 suggest this be 
the title of the new album. The 
word has a certain ring to it, and 
with Dylan’s elongated nasal vow- 
els could take on cataclysmic qual- 
ities as the title-track. 





Serena Mackesy's dangerous night out with the king of vodka; Jasper Rees on TV; Robert Hanks on Radio TURN TO PAGE £ 
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Have they got the one? Effortful expressions from six hopeful en trants in the 10th Van dibum International Piano Competition, climaxing tomorrow in Fort Worth, Texas 


Thirty-five entered, only one can win. The prize: $20,000 and two years’ worth of 
concerts. Michael Church reports from Texas on the 10th Van Clibum International 


M usic and 'sport: brain versus brawn? 

Not really: the old contrast is blur- 
ring. nowhere more than at the 
piano. It's partly to do with spiralling 
keyboard athletics, but mostly thanks 
to competitions’, w hich blend beauty contest and 
prize fight with the exhilaration of the Derby. And 
competitions arc proliferating like mad: there was 
one in Meknes last year, there’s one in Macao next 
month, and there are over 100 regular jousts in 
Europe alone. Ever since Mozart trounced 
dementi, and Beethoven drove his chief rival 
howling from the room, joust has been the mot 
juste for this unforgiving aesthetic combat. 

This week the jousting has been in Fort Worth, 
the Texas cow -town which, every four years, hosts 
the glitziest piano competition of them all. When 
the young winner of the Van dibum is announced 
tomorrow-, he - 1 don't think the solitary she in the 
final has the ghost of a chance - will walk off with 
a cash prize of $20,000, plus a two-year concert pro- 
gramme worth all the money in the world to any- 
one playing this desperately overcrowded game. The 
attendant media circus may be small by Olympic 
standards, but it has Olympic intensity, with live tele- 
vision and radio coverage, documentaries galore, 
and a press corps chasing every scrap of gossip - 
pianistic or personal - like a plague of locusts. 

The competitors have made their job easy, com- 
ing fully equipped with colourful backgrounds, off- 
beat hobbies and weird superstitions. The Israeli 
favourite sits on a shekel when he competes; one 
of the Russians makes sure his wife is holding a 
lucky troll while he plays. Two of the Russian con- 
testants arc married io one another, and even 
chose to play the same piece; the fact that the hus- 
band got knocked out in the first round, while the 
wife has made it to the final, has generated miles 


of breathless, Hello- style copy, hardly hampered 
by their willingness to indulge in photogenic 
clinches at the merest flash of a camera. 

But the press also needs tears, and tears it has 
got Stanislav ioudenitch. from Tashkent, played a 
sensational first round and was tipped to win. He 
then poured boiling water over his left hand while 
trying to make tea at sLx in the morning, and is now 
out of the race: Freudian slips seldom come this glar- 
ing. Ioudenitch is studying in Italy, has not seen his 
baby daughter for a year, and is unable U> contact 
his phoneless wife in Moscow. He seems astonish- 
ingly cheerful nevertheless, and has become the 
good cause of the week: everyone wants to help him. 

In Fort Worth, that “everyone” means hundreds 
of housewives, teachers and bankers who give their 
services free to make the competition run smoothly, 
it means the “host moms” who harbour the con- 
testants; it also means scores of seriously rich 
patrons, for whom this quadrennial bash offers a 
chance for some competitively showy Sou them hos- 
pitality. I went to a “lake-party” at a sleepy hamlet 
called Dosier Cove: the invitation said “casual”, but 
Fve seldom seen such a riot of chiffon silk and heavy 
jewellery . The principal guest came in his helicopter; 
Van Clibum himself, immaculate in DJ - he never 
wears anything else - and holding court like a nabob. 

Van - a usefully resonant Christian name - nei- 
ther created this competition, nor has any hand in 
running it. but he is in every sense its presiding 
genius. It was set up in his honour when he 
astounded the world by winning the inaugural 
Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow in 195S. The 


Russians took this lanky Baptist boy to their hearts: 
New York gave him a ticker-tape welcome home. 
He went on to pioneer the cultural-diplomacy game, 
playing for presidents and foreign heads of state, 
and was by any standards - the live recordings prove 
it - a magnificent exponent of the Romantic reper- 
toire. In his forties, he suddenly quit for what he 
describes as a “sabbatical” and, though he still does 
occasional concerts, he’s now a semi-recluse, shar- 
ing his mansion with six Steinways. a Bechstein, a 
dog. and the ghost of his adored mother Rildia Bee, 
who taught him piano from the age of three, dom- 
inated his life, and died three years ago, aged 97. 

For all its razzmatazz, the Clibum doesn't have 
a great record for spotting talent: with the excep- 
tion of Radu Lupu, Cristina Ortiz and Barry Dou- 
glas. most of the starry names that grace its lists 
had already been spotted elsewhere. And some of 
its prize-winners have turned into prize embarrass- 
ments. At this year's opening bash, Alexei Sultanov 
- gold medallist two competitions ago - lurched 
to the microphone and declared that the world 
contained just three “supreme beings”: Van 
Gibum. Horowitz, and himself. The mike was 
wrenched away, but he lurched after it and con- 
tinued in similarly drunken vein. “The trouble with 
some of these Russians.” a jury member confided 
to me. “is that they can’t handle success.” 

“Musicians shouldn't have to compete,” says 
Richard Rodzinski. the Gibum Competition direc- 
tor. “But since competition is pari of their lives - 
from music school, to getlingjobs. to keeping those 
jobs in an over-saturated market - what we do is 


not so heinous.” The Clibum, he argues, is a nec- 
essary showcase for young pianists, and a way of 
finding those with the stamina to succeed. Com- 
petitions, he adds, are starting to replace straight 
recitals -“with the extra clement of suspense". And 
he’s downplaying the notion of rank by talking of 
a Clibum “festival”: playing here, he says, is a lot 
less stressful than playing at Carnegie Hall. 

But stress there certainly is, as Louise Canafax, 
the “backstage mom", confirms. She sits in the 
wings with her armoury of bandages, antibiotics, 
nail-clippers, and headache pills, plus honey and 
sugar for energy, and dispenses a graciously 
Southern brand of stress-therapy. Do people ever 
get out of control? 

“Well, one girl wasn’t happy with her perfor- 
mance, and left the stage in the middle of a piece." 
Did she finally continue? “We had a little difficulty 
getting her back on. And when she'd finished, the 
jury said it might have been better if she hadn’t.” 
Where. I enquire, is that girl now? “I'd rather not 
say.” Sounds like we’re getting into grim stuff here. 

As one watches the semi-finalists going through 
their paces, one realises how gruelling it is: a full- 
scale chamber work; a 75-minute recital performed 
without a break: and two concertos on die trot for 
the finaL What are the jury looking for? “The impor- 
tant artist, who can look into a score and find things 
we have not heard before.” says Menahem Pressler. 
one of the world's mosr eminent chamber musicians. 
“Haw hv got the one !* That is always our question. 
We didn’t find him last time around.” 

A solo recital may lay talent bare, but what can 


' • Ti 0 

we learn from a concerto? Ian Hobson, the only Brit 
on the jury, says the main thing a concerto reveals 
is negative. “With so much riding on it, and an 
orchestra to dominate, can you avert disaster?” 

So have we got the one? I've seen an exquisitely 
talented musician crash in flames when nerves cot 
to her. and I've heard nine young players.: 
would not be out of place at the Wigmore HalL 
This year's crop were selected from live auditions 
held all round the globe, and the standard is unusu- 
ally high. Like other observers, I was shocked that 
the finalists did not include a marvellous young 
Russian called Viktor Cheslopal. I was: also 
shocked that they did, on the other hand, include 
Miss Skanavi, whose playing - let's be honest - is 
less distinguished than her looks. 

I don’t think Jon Nakamatsu (America's Iasi 
hope) or Italy's Filippo Gamba - who looks like 
Brahms, and plays Brahms as though he’d com- 
posed the music h imself - will win. but three other 
finalists would each make an exhilarating choice. 
Jan Gottlieb Jiracek is a German crowd-puller who 
can produce both wizardry and true musical wis- 
dom. Aviram Reichert, a debonair Israeli with a 
passion for Formula One, is an impeccable class- 
icist in the grand tradition. And Yakov Kasman 
from Moscow is a keyboard magician . wtw« 
Haydn, Schumann, and Prokofiev are alike rr£- 
teriy. He’s an untamed outsider, a bom showman 
with a furious will to win - and, if he does so, fire- 
works are guaranteed. If I had a vote, he'd get it 
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I an Clibum Competition website: http:f!wwx. 
clibani.com or http://www.audionel.com J 
1 an Clibum in Moscow live recordings of Rach- 
maninov 's Paganini Rhapsody and Brahms 's Piano 
Concerto NoZis on RCA \ let or Red Seal (0902U- 
62 * 95 - 2 ) 
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THE BALLET 

Swan Lake 


THE FILM 

Crash 


THE PLAY 

Damn Yankees 


Jack O’Brien directs the Broadway 
revival of the classic Fifties musical, 
book by George Abbott, score by 
Adler and Ross, in which small-town 
Joe sells his soul to the devil (Jerry 
Lewis! in return for becoming a hero 
who bats his local baseball team to 
victory. 


Paul Taylor declared “ Damn Yankees is 
damn good." "This exuberant revival 
proves you can dance your way to 
success ... A triumph of energy,” 
applauded the FT. “Fails to honour the 
dark side oi the show ... but the songs 
of Adler and Ross are a joy." said The 
Mail. "That rare thing, a musical with 
both good tunes and a decent plot ... 
it's strong on team spirit but lacks 
focus," observed the Standard. "This 
ludicrously enjoyable revival transports 
the audience back fo a happier, more 
innocent and possibly wiser age," 
thrilled The Daily Telegraph. “A good 
example of the middle-ranking, mid- 
Fifties American musical: not wildly 
exciting but harmlessly pleasant," 
claimed The Guardian. “It’s 
irresistible." raved The Times. 


Adelphi Theatre. London WC2. 
Booking: 0171-344 0055 


There's more life in this 
boisterous, high-spirited 
show than the whole of 
Beauty and the Beast. 


Derek Deane choreographs the world's 
favourite ballet at the Royal Albert Hall, 
in the round, complete with 60 swans. 
Patrick Wbodroffe provides this EM 8 
production with a carpet of dry ice. The 
Kirov’s Altynai Asylmuratova dances 
Odette opposite Roberto Bolle’s 
Seigfried. 


Louise Levene was thoroughly 
charmed. "At the climax to the 
ballroom pas de deux a shudder of 
triumph ran across her (Altynai’s) 
torso and a thrill of pleasure ran 
through the audience " "Who could 
resist the message of a stage full of 
beautiful people dancing their hearts 
out?" wondered The Mail. The 
Telegraph, for one. Its critic sneered: 
“If ballet has to sell its masterpieces 
down the river like this to get a new 
audience, is that audience, frankly, 
worth having?" “It works so well that 
we seem to be seeing Swan Lake with 
fresh eyes," disagreed its sister paper, 
The Sunday Telegraph. "Act It's white 
pas de deux is almost invisible amid 
Ihe clutter of swans," worried 
The Times. 


Royal Albert Hall, London until 1 1 
June 11. Tickets 01 71 -589 8212 


The ENB’S Swan Lake 
reminds us there's more 
to this ballet than white 
tutus and dry ice. 


JG Ballard’s 1 973 updating of the 
timeless connection between sex and 
death brought notoriously to the screen by 
David “ Dead Ringers, Naked Lunch" 
Cronenberg. James Spader and Deborah 
Unger star. 


Adam Mars- Jones felt it fall short of 
expectations. “A remarkably uninvolving 
experience." “A cerebral film whose ' 
ambitions one respects, but whose 
pervasive nihilism makes it hand to like/ 
sighed The Telegraph. The glacial. rigtMy 
stylised mood is so omnipresent that it _ 
grows to swamp any element of drama.” ‘ 
frowned The Times. Turns the story from 
high pom into high geometry ... For peace 
on our roads, better to ban alcohol. For 
peace on our minds, better to ban the • 
Daily Mail," growled the FT. “Will . 
encourage those who have a sadistic 
sexual bent to feel that they are not ■/ 
alone," thundered The Mail. "Popularisir® 
and depicting some of the grossest sexual 
aberrations imaginable ... A work of 
subversive pornography," snarled the 
Standard. 


Cert 18, 104 mins. On selected release, 
excluding Westminster and parts of Sunsy 
where it has been banned. 

nr 

Required viewing lor 
wannabe key players those 
on the media dinner party 
circuit 
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The bells! 
The bells! 



I n Salisbury library, the fiction stacks 
on the ground floor are intersected 
by the bulbous white cabinets of old, 
streamlined refrigerators. Pull 
downwards on the chrome handles 
^nd the doors open to reveal the 
surprising contents inside: plastic 
• dinosaurs on skateboards; a ship’s lava- 
. ' . tory complete with the sound of tape- 
recorded seagulls; a fridge inside a fridge; 
a hall of mirrors; a puppet show. No one 
I seems to take a blind bit of notice of them. 
Pensioners carry their Jack Higgins or 
Barbara Cart I and to the issue desk, and 
swotting students come and go, too busy 
for the delights of Les Frigos , an installa- 
tion by French artists Opus. Perhap6 
- they've already had their fill as the fridges 
4 are now into their second week, the 
• ” dinosaurs approaching their best-by date. 
But on the grand green of the cathedral 
- which for many is Salisbury, more or less 
- the studied nonchalance of the natives 
and the daily tour-bus quota of continen- 
tal visitors is hardly less notable. In a 
fenced-off space adjoining the cathedral. 
Station House Opera are in the middle of 
a technical rehearsal It isn't possible to 
ignore them - after all, there’s 10,000 
whopping great breeze-blocks piled high 
to form the stage-set for their symbolic re- 
enactment of the building of the cathedral, 
and weird, unearthly sounds are emerg- 
ing from the speakers -but there’s barely 
a rubber-necking passer-by to be seen. 

The sculptures by Elizabeth Frink that 
are dotted about the green attract a lit- 


Phil Johnson hears 
house music with a 
difference at the 
Salisbury Festival 
from, among others, 
Robert Fripp, left 


tie more interest, and their giant genitals 
have provoked a moral panic of sorts over 
the preceding weeks, with sundry nuns, 
official cathedral guides and the over- 
cloistered inhabitants of the dose evi- 
dently scandalised by the faithfully ren- 
dered cocks and balls. June Osborne, 
canon treasurer of the cathedral, has gal- 
lantly held her own end up, defending the 
Michelangelo-esque accuracy of the 
bronze bits, though in a scheduled address 
to the schoolchildren of Marlborough 
College, she could get no nearer to the 
nub of the matter than a reference to 
“thighs”. As has been widely reported, 
local kids have been less circumspect, 
using cover of darkness to decorate the 
figures with condoms and nappies, though 
now they are in their natural state once 
again, as photographers wait patiently for 
a mouth-agape nun to enter the frame. 

Within a minute of entering the office 
of festival director Helen Marriage, out- 
rage rears its ugly head once again, per- 
fectly on cue. It’s a thundering phone-call 
from Sir Edward Heath, the cathedral 
close's most famous resident, complain- 
ing about parking restrictions to be 
enforced by today's closing fireworks con- 
cert on the green, given by the 
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra. Sir 
Tfed is upset that “his people” will be 
inconvenienced. Marriage thinks that 
perhaps he would have liked to conduct 
the concert himself, though he gets his go 
at Delius in the cathedral next month. 
There’s already been an irate call that 



Edification and hollow edifice: Station House Opera’s failed attempt to rebuild Salisbury Cathedral 


morning from a local Freemason, angry 
at Marriage's accusation in the Daily Tele- 
graph that the men-in-pinnies are respon- 
sible for putting a stop to a proposed rock 
concert that was to have happened at a 
far-away airfield. If only she hadn't cho- 
sen the Telegraph , you feel, the Masons 
would never have noticed. 

In the cathedral itself, technicians are 
setting up the equipment for a sound 
installation by the guitarist Robert Fripp, 
who is something of a local celeb, living 
nearby with his wife Toyah Wilcox. This 
has attracted a dearly identifiable audi- 
ence of outsiders, a bright splurge of eth- 
nic trouser-problems clashing with the 
school uniforms of children with work- 
sheets, the turquoise-jacketed official 
tour-guides, the black-surpliced verger- 
cum-security men and the armies of 
baggy French kiddies that together make 
up an average afternoon’s cathedral 
population. 

When, at 2.30pm, Fripp arrives and 
plugs himself in. the audience sits obe- 
diently at his feet like medieval pilgrims 


anticipating a glimpse of the true cross. 
When, after a minute or so, Fripp gets up 
again and walks around the nave to 
inspect the sound, which, of course, con- 
tinues without him - the audience looks 
slightly alarmed. At length, Fripp - who 
looks remarkably like a 19th-century 
curate himself- returns to bis guitar and 
the pilgrims are happy once again. It’s a 
wonderfully successful experiment, the 
music as delicate as a glass harmonica, 
with ambient wisps of sound echoing 
through the cathedral in chorus-effects of 
bells and voices. We sit and listen in silent 
communion, as schoolkids try to measure 
the height of columns and solemn verg- 
ers patrol the aisles, hands held behind 
their backs, black skirts trailing. 

Fripp continues for two and a half 
hours, in the first of what will be four 
afternoons' work. At Islington’s Union 
Chapel last Saturday -from where many 
of the faithful have followed him - he did 
a stretch of eight hours without a break 
until the crew felt guilty - so a technician 
tells me - at nipping off to eat their sand- 


wiches. The sound is designed for a 
four-way quadrophonic mix over six 
speakers and, as the performance goes 
on, it seems to develop a life of its own, 
the whole building resonating with oohs, 
aahs and bleeps as Fripp adds layer 
upon layer of fresh textures, like a sonic 
plasterer artexing the cathedral’s ceiling. 

There may have been some symbolic 
artexing at the grand opening perfor- 
mance of Station House Opera on 
Wednesday night, but it was difficult to 
be sure. Indeed, exactly what was going 
on - never mind what it meant - 
remained a mystery for most of us. On 
paper, the continuous construction of a 
building with breeze-blocks might not 
sound like much in the way of a perfor- 
mance, but the idea was infinitely more 
entertaining than the actual event A 
group of men and women dressed in 
vaguely medieval costumes heaved the 
blocks about jauntily, but they mainly 
seemed to be moving the same blocks 
from one place to another, and it was 
very hard work. A rock band and a choir 


PHOTO: SOLENT NEWS 

accompanied the action, such as ii was. 
bui it took such a long time to move the 
blocks that the music would run out 
while the work continued. At one point 
someone high up in the structure seemed 
to be shouting “Over and over again" 
over and over again, but I couldn't 
swear to it 

The edifice itself was spectacular but it 
seemed perilously close to being jerry- 
built and occasionally blocks would crash 
to the ground and the operatives jump 
back in alarm. With no hard hats or safety 
footwear (for the performers, never mind 
the audience), one’s natural concern was 
more for health and safety than art. All 
in all, it was just like having the builders 
in. and it seemed as if the work would 
never be finished; they were still hard at 
it when I left for last orders at a quarter 
to 1 1. Walking back through the cathedral 
close. I imagined I could hear Sir Edward 
Heath banging his head against the wall, 
over and over again. 

‘Les Frigos ' 9. 30am-4pm, Salisbury Library; 
festival ends today 
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Paradise regained in song and dance 

Edward Seckerson and Louise Levene delight in Mark Morris’s exuberant staging of Handel 



Si 
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i ong and Dance. Handel 
I after Milton according 

*to Mark Morris. And 

that's colour and movement, 
~ rhythm and harmony, in the 
-- : ^ye of the beholder. What you 
..... see is what you hear. What 

. - you see is more than you hear. 

■? And if the songs were to be 
; slenced, the danoers would go 
on. singing. Mark Morris has 
fi ft every which way with his 

r. exuberant staging of Handel’s 

L ’Allegro, il Penseroso ed il 
Moderato. Its purity of utter- 
ance is Handel’s, its imagery 
vividly Miltonian, its capri- 
ciousness Morris’s very own. 

It’S one of his older pieces (it’s 

been trail-blazing its way to 
London since 1988); it looks 
freshly composed. Freshly 
painted. 

Colour and light. Imagine a 

series of abstract canvases, 
their composition dramati- 
cally transformed throqgh the 
raising and lowering of flying 
panels, their colours mmd or 

subtly reconstituted with the 
introduction ©ftintedsc™- 
Imagine watching a Rothko 
■eX Such is the effect of 
Adrianue Lobcl’s beautiful 
designs. They have asensojf 
1 tug aflof their ovm. 

-den appearance of a strip* or 

.. ach«iuer«loverhi^nwo* 

SfiSLSfes* 

ferent palette of colours for 
for Morris’s stage 

; Movement and expreffiion. 

Sometimes Moms 
abstracts, his danceB bu^y 
traversing the stag® ® 

^tesonHaodersstave^e 

. .explosion of bodily 

joyous jumping-bean 0^ 

gefiiil chorus - a not of 
- bright pastels (in ttsetfa mat^ 

vellous contradiction) giv 

rein, and more. to *e 
l musical expr^sioa S^ple 
harmonies find simp 
holistic - patterns, all of 


fluid, phrased. And when “the 
pealing organ blows” at one 
point, the entire company, 
like everything in nature, 
stops to listen. A single 
moment of stillness, and what 
a moment Bui Monis can be 
wickedly literal, too. Milton’s 
pastoral heartlands, his flora 
and fauna, nymphs and shep- 
herds. foxes and hounds (the 
hunt is a gas), birds and bees, 
are playfully enacted. And 
speaking of the birds and 
bees, the mating games 
reflect as one might expect 
the camp candour and innu- 
endo of our times. There’s 
even more than meets the eye 
and ear of that slap, kiss, and 
make-up routine for the 
chaps. The real Mark Moms 
keeps standing up. 

Which is more than can be 
said for Handel on this occa- 
sion. Put it down to Jane 
Glover’s lardish direction or 
the disadvantaged singers 
(their heads comically 
appearing over the parapet of 
the pit), but the musical con- 
tribution here sounded more 

like an afterthought, an 
accompaniment, than an 
organic part of the proceed- 
ings. Indeed, the visual infor- 
mation, the bodily rhythm 
and inflection, gave it an 
energy that was neither eanit 
nor deserved. Susan Gritton 



CSIW-iouj ***** o" . .. 

Chance (less than ideally 

ethereal), Ian Bosmdge (pris- 
tine enundation), and Ashley 
Holland (somewhat gusty) 
were serviceable enough, but 
rarefy more. And since far too 

few of the words were audi- 
ble (crucial to the fine detail- 
ing of Morris’s work), hearing 

was seeing - and 
Further perfs today 130pm, 
730pm, A ion and Tttes (book- 
ing 0171-632 8300) 

ES 


M ilton on consciously 
reviewed this work 
36S years ago when 
he talked of the giddy con- 
ning of a voice that runs 
through mazes “untwisting 
all the ehahiB tfrat tie the 
hidden soul of harmony”. 
Maxic Morris takes Milton, 
Handel and Blake and 
weaves the three into a glo- 
rious synaesthetic whole. At 
times scampering along with 
the literal meanings of Mil- 
ton like a kitten with a ball 
of wool, Morris will sud- 
denly kick the poem into 
touch and take a glorious 
detour into pure dance. 

Yon don’t often get to over- 
dose on pleasure in the 
theatre, but everything about 
this production is right. The 
rectfBnear grandeur cfAdri- 
anneLobeFs deceptively sim- 
ple design slices up space 
with coloured scrims to create 
whole landscapes and moods, 
with risin g awd falling vei Is nf 

colour altered imperceptibly 
by James F Ingalls’s sublime 
lighting, which contrives to 
make the dancers glow like 
jewels in darkness. 

Strong and eager, they 
dom inate the high, wide and 
handsome Coliseum stage as 
than - gaudy shapes form end- 
less patterns that merenrialiy 
evolve like magic from a few 
unfossy folk measures. One 
marvels at these ensembles, 
hilled into thinking that the 
work’s magnificence lies 
almost solely in the masterly 
placement of bodies in space, 
and then suddenly a solo 

among the chain of 30 dances 
takes your breath away 

Afl around is the sound of 
an audience inhaling deeply, 
fining its lungs with the oxy- 


LAURIE LEWIS 


ters, feasting its eyes on a 
sneak preview of paradise. 

LL 



Orchestral 
manoeuvres 
in the light 

CLASSICAL Ravel Through the Looking-Glass 
LSO i AndnS Previn Barbican Centre. London 


R avel had as infallible a 
sense of what instru- 
ments can do as any 
composer, but ft’s curious 
that most of his orchestral 
works originated as music 
for the piano, whether for 
one or two players. Usually 
it’s impossible to prefer 
either version, or, at least it’s 
a matter of taste, for Ravel 
is completely at home in 
each medium. Yet listening 
to Andre Previn conduct 
Ifalses nobles el seruimentales 
at the Barbican on Thursday, 
you might have hankered 
after the light airiness of the 
solo piano version, so thick 
and soupy was the sound of 
the strings. Previn relaxed 
the tempo of the second 
waltz to the point of indul- 
gence. too, but anyway, the 
fleetness that a single player 
can achieve is far less likely 
with an entire orchestra. 

La I'alse. on the other 
hand, seems more natural 
in its orchestral form than 
in Ravel’s version for two 
pianos, because the way it 
conjures up a dazzling 
vision out of obscurity, or 
awakes the past through 
the mists of time, relies on 
the orchestra's infinite 
capacity to create illusion 
and mystery. Tivo pianos 
have to work very hard to 
do that. Still, that misty and 
mysterious atmosphere was 
lacking here, because the 
lights were too bright, musi- 
cally speaking, from the 
very beginning. 

Previn certainly seemed 
more at home in the much 
sharper, kaleidoscopic 
colouring of Ravel’s opera 
L’enfant et les sortileges, 
which sets a children’s fable 
by Colette. Perhaps Ravel 
wouldn’t have cared very 


much about its naive moral, 
but its evocation of a child’s 
make-believe world 
inspired the same kind of 
exquisite orchestral inven- 
tion he showed in the fairy 
tales of Ma mere I'oye. In 
the opera, with a sharply 
defined sequence of events. 
Ravel didn’t have to build 
up symphonic steam, so he 
could revel in selecting fas- 
tidiously the most ravishing 
and transparent effects. If 
that suggests the music is 
merely effective, it's no 
more nor less so than 
Schoenberg's evocation of 
adult nightmares in 
Erwartung. The danger for 
RavcL though, was cutc- 
ness, with singers pretend- 
ing to be cats and frogs, and 
a woman pretending to be 
a horrid little boy who gets 
hjs eome-uppance. 

Ravel cast him as a 
mezzo, the conventional 
register for trouser roles, if 
not for small brats, and that 
suggests the young man the 
boy will, presumably, grow 
into, even though his / her 
final utterance is^Mamanl” 
- a sigh of relief after his 
ordeal. Pamela Helen 
Stephen was clean-cut and 
steady, above all young and 
fresh without being too pert 
Anne-Marie Owens was a 
good matronly contrast as 
the boy’s mother. The 
American coloratura Eliza- 
beth Futral was bright but 
also sensuous m her triple 
role of Fire, Princess and 
Nightingale, with the rest of 
the cast, including David 
Wilson-Jobnson as a clock, 
an armchair and a cat, and 
Robert Lloyd as a much- 
abused tree, all very strong. 

Adrian Jack 
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The trip of 
the iceberg 

Lisa St Aubin de Teran joins a journey 
into memory’s blank spaces 




Scatty to Antarctica by Jenny Diski, time.” By th< 

Granta, £14.3 9 mother Jived 

J everything in 

enny Diski’s autobiographical Ska/- not the white 
mg io.intataica is rather like Hitch- bailiffs, and w. 
cock’s film Suspicion. Someone has Later. Diski 
a memory of something they are try- out if my motf 
mg to forget which makes them have to open 
compulsive about anything to do with the mother had 
circumstances of (he trauma. With snow dosed the lid I 
(Diski’s theme), what others perceive as an lift that lid. Wi 
irrational fear has a core of meaning to it. tantrums and 
When confronted, it begins to heal. the lens of hi 

Diski reveals a love 
of whiteness, of blank 
spaces and of ice. She 
describes ice-skating, 
alienation and a 
mother who is both 
present and absent. 

With unusual candour. 

Diski unbandages an 
unusual relationship 
with her mother in a 
real and metaphorical 
voyage through ice. 

While actually sail- 
ing to Antarctica - with 
bird waichers and 
bored tourists - she 
unravels her own child- 
hood. She takes us 
from her grooming as a 
child skater to life in an 
empty flat with her hys- 
terical mother, and Diski: ‘cutting a hole in the ice' 
then to spells in the 

clinical whiteness of mental wards - first for newly formed 
her mother, then herself. The absence of every day. but 
Diski’s mother is the tip of the iceberg. other place to s 
The prose drifts in and out of a dry essay room for affeei 
style, breew commentary, and telling it how Jennifer, the 

it was. For all these shifts, what Diski has skated round a 
to say about her parents has a poignancy adult, she gath 
that rises above her literary irritability. Even thoughts and i 
where the ice is thinnest, ii still supports the She says of ih 
weight of her writing. didn't plan thi! 

Diski began life in London “with parents any kind, just 
who were cash rich”. That took care of her whiteness”. In 
mother's desperate need to display u ealth. emptiness, the 
"Of all things in her life. I was the best Occasionally tl 
medium for her display” “When the money the reader. A: 
dried up,” she writes, “my mother struggled room who can'i 
heroically to maintain mv appearance - the a new disorder j 
white gloves were the last thing to go. But Diski has cut a 
eventually, the money, the credit and my that predomin: 
father all ran out for good and at the same remembering ii 


time” By the age of 11, Diski and her 
mother lived in “an empty shell, with 
everything including my books, though 
not the white gloves, taken away by the 
bailiffs, and we were waiting to be evicted”. 

Later. Diski decides that “in order to find 
out if my mother was alive or dead, I would 
have to open the box. Miraculously, my 
mother had climbed into the box and 
closed the lid herself.” She doesn’t want to 
lift that lid. We cruise around her mother’s 
tantrums and tears, observing her through 
the lens of her daughter's memory. Our 
binoculars are passed 
from hand to hand 
round a chorus of 
elderly Jewish neigh- 
bours dredging up the 
dirt, not only on Diski's 
mother but on her 
father too. “He was a 
charmer, but he was a 
confidence man ...” 

True to her character, 
it is Diski’s mother who 
grabs centre-stage. She 
was “ frightening in her 
reactions ... Her bitter- 
ness and lack of control 
caused me anxiety and 
worse, but f don’t think 
it was done with delib- 
erate malice ... She was 
sad rather than bad” 
Diski recalls that “living 
trie in the ice’ with her, day by day, 
was like skating on 
newly formed icc. It constantly shattered, 
every day. but there was no alternative, no 
other place to go. No room for anger, but no 
room for affection either.” 

Jennifer, the small child in white gloves, 
skated round and round the ice rink. As an 
adult, she gathers memories with random 
thoughts and observations into this book. 
She says of ihe trip to Antarctica that “I 
didn't plan this journey as a pilgrimage of 
any kind, just as a hopeful voyage into 
whiteness”. In spite of all the searching for 
emptiness, there is a lot of clutter here. 
Occasionally the pond clogs and entangles 
the reader. As with someone clearing a 
room who can't bear to threw anything ouL 
a new disorder grows out of the ordering. Yet 
Diski has cut a hole in the ice: and the voice 
that predominates calls out from under it, 
remembering in a memorable way. 










A shot by Herb Ritts of a Versace evening dress from 1991. ‘Versace’, with a text by Richard Mar- 
tin for Thames & Hudson’s Fashion Memoir series (£12.95), indulges in prose as over-th e-top and 
in-your-face as the frocks it depicts. ‘The Italian Renaissance is not only a paradigm of dress for 
Versace,’ we team, ‘but also his model for life ... His great houses are equipped with equally great 
libraries. His ubiquitous Medusa is not a label in the fashion sense, but an insignia in the Renais- 
sance tradition'. Absolutely fabulous, Gianni. e archives giannt versace 


France through a glass, lightly 


Euan Cameron salutes the historian who 
found magic in the back streets 
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The ’baffling diversity' of life in the tavemes of Paris 


HI LTON GETTY 


I n the Endpaper to this posthu- 
mously published third book of his 
memoirs, the late Richard Cobb 
- former Professor of Modem His- 
tory at Oxford and author of some 
15 books - suggests that he was not 
the sort of person to engender a cull. 
How wrong he was. To francophiles, 
and to many former pupils and 
friends, for whom he was the finest 
interpreter of France to Britain of his 
age, there was no one quite like him. 

Nobody could convey the mood of 
prewar Third Republic France, of 
Brassar and Rene Clair, quite as he 
did, because nobody else had his 
expertise in the recondite comers of 
the French language, its patois and 
its slang. And nobody else shared his 
fascination with the minutiae of 
local histoiy. his delight in melan- 
cholic decay, in "faded gentility” or 
“baffling diversity”. 

~L enmnaiu Cobb”, us Le Monde 
once alluded to him. was u rebel at 
heart, a man of strong enthusiasms 
and dislikes. In his travels, in his 
memoirs and in his approach to his- 
tory. he never took the conventional 
route. Instead, he opted for “the 
sidelines, the banks of urban canals, 
the esiaminets near railway stations, 
the hneniej. the narrow streets”. For 
Cobb, it was people and individuals 
who illuminated history. 

Not for him the theories or 
methodology. Instead, as he showed 
in his studies of ihe French Revolu- 
tion as well as in his "promenades” 
through the eccentric byways of 


The End of the Line by Richard Cobb , 
John Murray, £20 

French literature and culture, it was 
human relationships that mattered - 
the ordinary people (his beloved 
petits gens) with whom he was hap- 
piest drinking calvados or a gros 
rouge in a backstrccr cafe in Paris. 
Rouen or Marseilles. 

As in his two earlier memoirs SiiJl 
Life and A Classical Education, there 
is little pattern or chronology to 
Cobb’s adventures. An early chapter 
discloses the formative influences in 
his "European education”: the Baltic 
coins that first instilled the lure of 
foreign pans, and the history master 
at Shrewsbury who introduced him 
to film-makers such as Pabst or Jean 
Vigo, and thus to Weimar Berlin and 
Paris of the 1920s. Next, we see him 
in between Oxford terms, posing in 
Paris cafes., puffing at Critiques and 
reading LOeuvrc. The long path 
that would lead “/e Cobb” to writing 
and publishing three volumes of 
Revolutionary history in French and 
which would culminate in the mban 
rouge of the Legion d'Honneur had 
its beginnings in such cafes. 

A journey to Austria evokes the 
pleasures of travel by train across 
IVJ/ts Europe. However. Vienna, 
where as a student he stayed at the 
forbidding home of Felix Salten. 
creator of Bumbi. was definitely not 
to his (iking. The frontiers of “the 
wrong Europe” were being drawn at 
an early age. What a strange figure 


he cut, this self-conscious young 
man in his long overcoat! He wan- 
dered the streets of the Hapsburg 
capital, distributed political pam- 
phlets, did part-time work for a Miss 
Cadbmy, who ran the Quaker mis- 
sion. and was arrested in ludicrous 
circumstances for trespassing in the 
Ostbahnhof. with its collection of 
disused railway carriages, before 
being expelled from the country. 

A later adventure takes Cobb to 
Sofia in pursuit of an alluring Bul- 
garian woman, with hilarious conse- 
quences. There is also a charming 
essay on the joys of English hotels in 
wartime. 

But the greater part of 77ie End of 
the Line is an evocation of France - 
the prewar France that conditioned 
him and which he loved. Cobb's 
prose can be mesmeric - as in his 
soliloquy to Rouen and its com- 
munes. Equally, he can be discursive 
and maddeningly obscure. To enjoy 
Cobb, however, you have to share his 
partialities: Flaubert and Sitncnon. 
pre-1950s Paris, Pont l’Eveque 
cheese and calvados. Those who 
care for Victor Hugo. Vienna, the 
Tour Montparnasse or La Defense, 
for instance, may feel excluded. 

As the final chapter draws to its 
moving conclusion (Cobb was ill 
and knew he had little time left), the 
author bids adieux to his wife, his 
friends and readers. We are left 
with the privileged sense that we 
have just attended this remarkable 
man’s final lecture. 


Driven to distraction by mother’s little helper 


S urprisingly, the au pair does not seem vet 
to be a significant figure in 20th-ccntuiy fic- 
tion. Bui this is a role rich with promise - 
the nearest modern thing to the 19th-century gov- 
erness. She has the same opportunity for 
detached observation of an alien and potentially 
menacing domestic set-up. wh ile herself provid- 
ing a further dimension of enigmatic challenge. 
In the tradition of the genre, she must be not so 
much an unreliable narrator as one who is 
patently holding something back. She has walked 
imo a baffling situation, but the reader is also 
teased by her own circumstances. What has 
brought her to this? 

So here is Rachel Cusk flying a kite for ait 
pairfsovemess literature and nicely abiding by the 
requirements. Her protagonist. Stella Benson, is 
nothing if not opaque. She quits job and husband, 
writes 'll chilly letter to her parents saying she 
wishes to cut off relations, and unaccountably 
takes a job as au pair with the Maddens, a fam- 
jlv equipped with rolling acres, an Aga and stone 
pineapples in front of their mansion. 


Penelope Lively welcomes 
a modern twist to the 
governess's tale 

The Country Life by Rachel Cus k, Picador. £1 5. 99 

Stella's ignorance of country life is such that 
she seems never to have seen a field of wheat 
before. She is fazed by everything - summer hcaL 
flora and fauna and. most of all, by the Maddens 
themselves: manic father, histrionic mother and 
the initially prickly disabled 17-year old son who 
is to he Stella's particular charge. Meanwhile the 
reader is being driven distracted by Stella, who 
is the most peculiar young woman. She is 29 bur 
with a mindset so ponderous that her reflections 
seem to spring from another age. “The day... held 
no promise of nourishment other than what I 
might procure for myself... some article of shame 
would provide a biller chaser for my sickened 


palate”. She is self-absorbed. introspective and 
bleak in the extreme. Woven into her narrative are 
hints that all is indeed not quite as it seems. 

Why does she have that name? Sure enough, 
in due course she picks up a book by the writer 
Stella Benson, the title of which sends out a hefty 
Signal. The climate of the novel is a curious mix 
of oppressive and intriguing. Stella's stilted lan- 
guage conveys a Mad Hatters tea-party impres- 
sion of the Madden household as the story moves 
in slow motion through the days. A focus of ten- 
sion is the fact that a driving licence was a condi- 
tion of the job; Stella can't drive and must surely 
He rumbled, sooner or later. 

The scene in which, coached by the now; con- 
spiratorial disabled bey. she drives him to his day 
centre, is a splendid cliff-hanger. This mundane 
activity is another fictional black hole, one 
realises. The literature of driving surfaces only 
in exaggeration: Accident: Crush. 

More Maddens arrive on the scene. The 
extended family is a spectacularly unappealing 
array. But by then Stella herself has become a 


nightmare au pair. She is accident-prone beyond 
belief. She fulls downstairs, she vomits on the 
lawn, she tracks melted tar across the carpet, she 
floods the kitchen floor. 

In one chaotic sequence the opening of a fridge 
door sets off a chain of events which ends with 
her pitching drunk into the swimming-pool. Her 
detachment from the ordinary requirements of 
life is such that she has arrived without enough 
clothes and has no money because she has thrown 
away her cheque book. 

Stella's fccklessncss seems at odds with her 
ponderous and indeed elderly thought processes. 
There is a certain hectic comedy in her progress 
from mishap to disaster, but she romes across less 
as a comic character than a perplexing and fre- 
quently maddening one. But there are hidden 
explanations for her behaviour. If the ending 
seems a touch indecisive, after the adroitly 
paced narrative with its sequence of vigorous 
scenes, we are by then so affected by Stella's Self- 
destructive progress that a glimmer of hope 
comes as welcome relief. 


Onward 

and 

upward 

Michael Tanner meets a 
philosopher who always 
looks on the bright side 

Corrfessions of a Philosopher by Bryan Magee, 

Weidenfek! & Nicolson, £20 

T his book is a stone which is trying to kill two birds, 
that are further apart than Bryan Magee may 
realise. The first is the author’s intellectual auto- 
biography, and begins with some delightful passages 
in which he recalls his early childhood perplexities 
about the moment when one goes to sleep, the infin- 
ity of space and time, and the bewildering way in which 
the body obeys the will. Later Magee was to find that 
Kant had preceded him in feeling some of these wor- 
ries, as well as offering remarkable accounts of their 
relationship to what we can and can’t know. 

That takes him on to his second subject, the nature 
of the philosophical enterprise. He considers some of 
its major western contributors over the millennia, and 
repeatedly excoriates 20th-century philosophy as prac- , 
tised in the majority of the universities of the UK. Magee - 
considers this a self-serving affair of professionals with 
no serious intellectual concerns, who kill any serious 
interests which their pupils might have and write in a 
manner calculated to put off anyone but their colleagues. 

By contrast with “ analytic ” or “linguistic” philoso- 
phers, Magee has spent most of his life outside of acad- 
eme, usually earning his keep by pursuing a media 
I career while preserving enough time to study the great 
! issues in depth. 

! His mode of education has been enviable. “I would 

take longer works with me on my travels and soak in 
them for weeks at a time,” he recalls: “Kant's Critique 
of Pure Reason during six weeks in the quiet heart of 
Majorca, the collected dialogues of Plato in Salzburg. 
Heidegger’s Sein utid Zdt in Bayreuth, the Confessions 
of St Augustine in Sicily, Hume's Enquiries in Sweden, 
the works of Leibniz on Lake Garda. Pascal in the West 
of England.” 

In between these depth excursions, Magee often took 
part in trail-blazing intellectual chat shows on TV, pur- 
sued a career as a critic of opera, records, the theatre. ^ 
He wrote books on the way forward for Labour, on 
homosexuality, Wagner and Karl Popper, and had peri- 
odic sojourns in universities. 

But something was lacking, despite seeming “to have 
everything l could reasonably want - good health,, 
energy, an adventurous life, rewarding friendships, 
exhilarating love affairs, success in my work, exciting 
travel, the sustained nourishment of music, theatre, 
reading". Simply. “The realisation hit me like a demo- 
lition crane that I was inevitably going to die”. 

A couple of chapters later things are still just as bad: 

“I had published eight books, stood for parliament 
twice, and for some years had been appearing on a reg- 
ular peak-hour television programme. In a way I was 
a sort of minor celebrity; I was recognised by strangers 
in the street, addressed by name in shops and restau- 
rants, asked for my auto- 
graph. But none of this 
had any value for me.” 

The search for mean- 
ing went on. Magee had 
the privilege of (mowing 
Popper and Russell well, 
hut though he regards 
them as probably tbe 
two greatest geniuses of 
philosophy in our cen- 
tury, they had nothing to 
say on tbe issues which 
plagued his life, to that 
point where he often felt 
he was going mad. Even 
after writing his philo- 
sophical novel Facing 
Death he is stilt dissatis- Bryan Magee: ‘big issues’ 
fied. Three chapters later 

still, “I had published several books that had received 
good reviews, and I was earning my living enjoyably as 
a broadcaster on radio and television." 

ft was only when, finally, after reading all the other 
great philosophers, he turned to Schopenhauer - noto- 
riously neglected by academic philosophers - that he 
at last found someone who had felt the problems he 
felt, and went at least some way to assuaging the 
anguish they cause. "He speaks to me as no other 
philosopher does, direct and in his own human voice, f r 
a fellow-spirit, a penelratingly perceptive friend, with 
a hand on mv elbow and a twinkle in his eye.” 

The two chapters on Schopenhauer are the climax 
of this long book. Anyone who has heard somerhing 
about Schopenhauer but not much is likely to cxpecL 
and justifiably, that a le ngrhy consideration of him will 
mention tha£ most unusually in the western tradition. 
he was a pessimist. That word doesn't occur in Magee's 
book, and by design. He holds the extraordinary view 
that Schopenhauer got most things impressively more 
right than other philosophers, but that he made a mis- 
take in being a pessimist - an f/Z- advised optional extra 
to his overall view. 

That seems to me so monumental a blunder as 
almost to disarm criticism. But over and over again. 
Magee registers his dissent from views in terms which 
leave it unclear that he has any basic grasp of them. 

Kant, his second most admired thinker. gets a roughly 
similar treatment to Schopenhauer. 

And Magee’s criticisms of analytic philosophy, with 
what he considers its sterile confinement to issues of 
language rather than of reality, show that he hasn't ever 
seriously considered the fundamental issue of how one ft 
is to find out the nature of the real merely bv taking 
thought 

Fairly early on, rebuking Wittgenstein in Russell-likc 
terms for ratting at "the grave and important task of 
understanding the world ” he summarises what he 
believes to be true: “the perception that there is some- 
thing mystical about the very existence of the world: 
the realisation that any significance that life has is tran- 
scendental. as must be also all values, morals, and the 
import of art: and that it is for that reason inherently 
impossible to give a satisfactory account in lancuaee 
of these things”. 

As an old-style unregenerafe analytic philosopher, 
in part I want to ask Magee why he thinks that "1 ought 
not to write spitefully about other people” is a tran- 
scendental truth, and even what that might mean. No 
answer is forthcoming. This book chattily goes on its 
way, at what I can only describe as a middlebrow level. 

Big issues are constantly wielded, but since their res- r 
olution inevitably turns out to be transcendental, no 
one will be left the wiser, except as to the driving 
impulses in the life of Bryan Magee. 






1 







Sl. _ 


si '% 


vard 


/ard 

Tanrc* __ 

the hr,^*K 


.. ■ . ^ m 



a . i“ Yj£2c: “ = 


i v Nr >■.-- 

JUP 
* **'* ■' 

«*"V ' 

a * 

" 


— NDEp ENDENT LONG WEEKEND - SATURDAY 7 JUNE 1997 


books 


■> 

«*** 

* 


Stinks, squalor and splendour 

Jan Morris marks a metropolitan mastermind - and imagines Tony Blair in petticoat breeches 


I Undon no1 ^ a diarist 

I . . a socja ^ analyst. Imagine P D James 

for^ars^the W ^° worked 

Revenue She SoIicilorof the Inland 

, Sh ? has never written a book before, but 

u^foffn t C mh n ? xperien f e she “Mainly makes 
-rnL_ ; ‘ n enl husiasm and virtuoso knowledge. 

LnnHo^ 1 m - OSt no as P ect of life in Restoration 
3SSd meticulc> usly described in these 

3? d P^Sf 8 - X ou want laundry methods? You 
want hospital waiung lists? Mirror glass? Planning 
^^tlatjons. Juries? Public transport? Lavatory 
sj£teins? Parks? Pornography? Making a will? 

Picard P^* 5 on none - 1 
_ ul , u d u° l ,ke l ? have crossc d accounts with her 
ft wh «i *he was with the Inland Revenue. 

-n.it h0pe "'-n he , teils rcader in her forward, 
that you will at least find the book entertaining, 
[t taken in small doses". She might have been writ 
mg her own review. Restoration London is highly 
entertaining, but hardly to be read at one go. It is 
a chaliengmgsort of bedside book. Although I did 
read it all the way through, my responses were 
inconsistent. Sometimes it kept me happily awake, 
eager for yet more curious nuggets of instruction. 
Sometimes it sent roe off to sleep. Since it is nearer 
i an “]oIogy than a work of literature, I was 
reduced to jotting down a few varied revelations 
from its cornucopia of surprises. For example: 

• James I thought the site of St James's Park a good 
i Place for keeping crocodiles. 

• "Daughter" was pronounced “dafter" in 17th- 
century London, and when they wanted to say 

come off it" they said "go shoe the goose!” 

• In 1656. 100 different varieties of daffodil were 
listed, and 50 kinds of hyacinth. 

•Urine was a marketable commodity, used in the 
/ tanning of hides and making soap. 

• Human teeth were sometimes implanted in 
toothless people’s jaws: there was a glut of them 
after the Great Fire. 

• Hatters really were liable to madness, because 
of the mercuiy used in beaver felt hats. 

• When there was a national church collection to 
help relieve the hardships of the Fire, the parish- 
ioners of Devon contributed £1,480 6s, of Meiri- 
onydd. £1 16s. 

• The second most common cause of death for 
women, after childbirth, was cooking at open fires 
in long skirts. 

Women appear prominently in this register, 
from duchesses to whores (whose bawdy-houses 
were traditionally demolished by violent appren- 
tices on Shrove Tuesday). Picard is not one of your 



uxioun m rums arxer me ureai i-ire: reminding was 'achieved witn an almost transatlantic efficiency' 


he-or-she grammarians, thank God, but she is evi- 
dently a strong and sensible feminist, and surveys 
the Restoration scene frankly from a woman’s 
viewpoint. We learn aboul the horrible midwives 
of the lime, who killed many of their patients, 
pushed awful things up mothers' vaginas and were 
always in a huny to get on to the next confinement 
We hear about prices, fashionable underwear and 
anti-perspirants. We imagine how difficult it was 
getting into a Thames skiff in a full skirt with stays. 
At the end, we muse on the unlikelihood of much 
change in our lives “while men control them" 

All this gives the book a contemporary fresh- 
ness. Liza Picard is looking at her period from a 


clear 20th-century perspective. The effect is 
strange. Sometimes everything sounded so dif- 
ferent that Restoration England might have been 
on a different planet. At other moments, it 
seemed remarkably like the modern world. 

The rebuilding of London after the Great Fire, 
for example, seems to have been achieved with an 
almost transatlantic efficiency. The interfering 
bossiness of those midwives reminds me very much 
of modem NHS obstetrics. The 58 different drugs 
they gave Charles 11 in the last week of his life, 
together with bleedings, enemas and red-hot 
irons on his feet, were disturbingly akin to the tech- 
nological wizardries that kept Franco breathing 


long after his time. The 17th-century traffic jams 
sound depressingiy familiar, so do the muggers 
who haunted the ruins of the Fire. The street cries 
of the day were probably not much unlike the mys- 
terious chant of the newspaper-seller which 
sounded outside Kensington High Street tube sta- 
tion when I was last in London. 

London itself dominates the book - snobbery, 
stinks, squalor, splendour and all. More than most 
capitals, London remains more or less the same. 
You will no longer find the truncated heads of 
wrongdoers ornamenting the capital, but in essence 
ours is the same city that Liza Picard records. For- 
eigners throng its streets stfll sometimes admir- 


Whoppers from the burgher king 


Felipe Fernandez-Armesto on a Swiss family’s tall tales 


BklDGLMAN LIBRARY 

ing, some limes contemptuous: swells drive around 
in ostentatious equipages: Samuel Pepvses propo- 
sition their secretaries and birds of high plumage 
still strut and squawk around St James’s Park. 

History seldom falters here, and London's con- 
tinuity is unique among the nations - if one gen- 
eration tires, the next soon resumes the rhythm. 
After reading Liza Picard's book 1 find it quire pos- 
sible to imagine, say. Tony Blair rigged out in the 
petticoat breeches of his Parliamentaiy predeces- 
sors 300 years ago - trousers which were trimmed 
with yards and yards of ribbon, and fashionably 
worn at half-mast, hanging from the wearer's hips. 
Mr Major, no. Mr Blair, perhaps. 
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S oap-opera fans would love 
the European 16th century. 
Routine family squabbles 
were heightened by convulsive 
social change, religious conflict, ram- 
pant inflation, intrusive rulers and the 
sudden disasters inflicted by sickness 
and childbirth. Meanwhile, in a 
favourite image of the time, the 
Wheel of fortune churned those who 
dung to it between rags and riches. 

• The Platter family of Basle wrote 
their own saga: three generations left 
colourful memoirs or journals, 
backed up by letters. Their involve- 
ment in the business of medicine 
brought them close to life-and-dcaih 
stories. Their student days, vividly 
described provide comic relief. Their 
scientific interests gave them a priv- 
ileged window onto exciting novelties. 
Their Protestantism made them part 
of a radical vanguard. Their der.'... 
dalliances and devotions involved 
them in loves and hatreds. 

Instead of adapting it for i»- 
screen, Emmanuel Le Roy Ladune 
has turned their story into a history 
book. The author of Moruaiilou has 
a «reat gift for winkling the human 
interest out of old documents, but the 
Platters defy attempts to re-wnte 
their own works. They did the job too 
well themselves in the first place. Le 
Roy Ladurie makes a tactical intake 
in foreclosing on the yoimgst gen- 
eration. His storyof one father and 
one son is unsatisfyingly limited- He 
crowds the pages with minor charac- 
SSTof whoVtoo little is know™, o 

i mSe them interesting. Although he 

’ does an excellent mb of bans [ the 
chronology and us..* 
material from letters, he takes an 
uncritical view of the strange 'eats of 

SSSSs 

iSy life with the exaggerations 
that come easily m old .?fi- , anc) 

Tune is wasted on an trrrierantano 

over the world at a repr 
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The Beggar and the Professor £y 

Emmanuel Le /tty Ladurie, 

Chicago University Press, £29.95, 

Swiss, prefers "to be a butcher than 
a priestling", the author adds, “The 
anticlericalism that would become 
such a prominent feature of French 
politics in the late 19tb and early 20th 
centuries clearly had deep roots.” 

Despite these defects, the Platter 
story is good enough to grip. Le Roy 
Ladurie represents it as “a saga of 
social ascent in the story of a trans- 
mission of learning", which turns an ex- 
goatherd into an ornament of Basle 
society. Education ennobled in the 
16th century, and Thomas Platter the 
elder was a worker of demonic energy, 
mastering the classics in the rare inter- 
vals of leisure which poverty allowed. 
Honr- . :nd prosperity were his 
r.-.vaiii - though not quite enough of 
either for his son to escape opprobrium 
for his affectation of aristocratic dress. 

H»s tife as a schoolmaster brought 
iii own forms of frustration. Thomas's 
daughter-in-law, who came from a 
richer home, could not stand having 
noisy pupils on the premises. The 
“career plan” Ladurie identifies - to 
become a rural landowner - was 
abandoned by the next generation, 
which had solidly bourgeois tastes. 

Yet the Planers’ lives do not seem 
quite to have happened in the world 
Le Roy Ladurie depicts, riven 
between emulous classes. Thomas 
rose not from class to class but from 
estate to estate in a society based on 
family structures and vertically 
arrayed communities. It is true that 
he kept goals in childhood, followed 
a mendicant's vocation while wan- 
dering in search of learning, and sup- 
ported himself as a ropemaker for a 
while. But he always had prospects 
from the benevolence of his copious 
kin Destined for the priesthood - as 
many promising boys were for the 
dimity of their impoverished families 
- he got more help in his quest for 
education than be later cared to 
admit. A legacy came from his 
mother, a loan from his uncle and 
mfts of butter, cheese and eggs from 
72 female cousins at a critical stage. 

What really drove the Platters in 
their relentless efforts to acquire 
Qualifications and clients? Was it the 
love of learning which Thomas Plat- 
ter genuinely evinced or, as Le Roy 
Ladurie, believes, social ambition' 

For Thomas’s eldest smvivingson, we 

are told, “social success was not far 




from happiness”. But he was a con- 
scientious physician, willing to treat 
the poor and needy as well as the rep- 
utable and rich. 

His father took pride in his place 
in the acceptance world of Basle 
burghers, but never forgot bis own 
early hardships and showed compas- 
sion. for instance, on the pauper 
orphan the Platters adopted. It was 
a Platter family characteristic to be 
ruled by conscience and whim as 
much as by calculation of advantage. 

As Le Roy Ladurie sees it. the 
world through which the Platters 
moved was divided not only by dif- 
ferences of class but also of religion 
and ethnicity. Early conversion to 
Protestantism diverted Thomas from 
his intended career in the Church; but 
the violence we often associate with 
- the Reformation hardly touched his 
family's life. Le Roy Ladurie has 
found - somewhat to his own surprise 
- that Thomas and his son matured 
into broad-mindedness as “ultra dog- 
matic orthodoxy was gradually sup- 
planted by tolerance and a kind of 
eclectic devotion". Thomas's heir 
even contemplated making the San- 
tiago pilgrimage, without forsaking 
any of his evangelical self-conscious- 
ness. He was influenced -- as the 
author shows - by the religion of 
friends of Jewish ancestry. 

He was more impressed by differ- 
ences between Germanic and 
Romance language-zones than 
between the rival confessions among 
which he lived. The German-spcak- 
ers had their own culture, symbolised 
in the frequent drunkenness with 
which Platter and his boon-compan- 
ions offended the respectable during 
their student-days in Montpellier. 

The Platters* main works about 
themselves are all available in good 
English translations and their extra- 
ordinary lives and complex characters 
can be enjoyed in their own words. Le 
Roy Ladurie’s book is helpful in 
sorting out chronological problems 
and gathering a selection of thrilling 
anecdotes within a single pair of 
covers. Readers can smile at the 
antics of child beggars, marvel at the 
comradely violence with which 
friends maltreated each other, 
chuckle at the perils of courtship and 
raise eyebrows at the cosy corruption 
with which examinations for a doc- 
torate were conducted in the Planers' 
Basle. The 16th century is displayed 
not so much through a glass darkly as 
in isolated little pools of vivid light 
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A week 
in books 


Boyd Tonkin 



Hans Bock: ‘Sketch for a House facade with Prudence and Fortune’ In Basle, 1571; 
in ‘Hans Holbein* by Oskar BStschemarm and Pascal Griener (Reaktion Books, £40) 


W hen the Independent ran an ext rad 
from Anne Michaels's mesmerising 
first novel, some readers who had 
loved its incandescent prose hut overlooked the 
small print rang in to check the book's details. 
As I recall, men and women ’phoned in equal 
□umbers - a trivial point, you might assume. 
Weil, on Wednesday, Fugitive Pieces mocked its 
long odds as a 6-1 outsider to win Michaels the 
second Orange Prize for fiction by women. And 
Professor Lisa Jardine, who chaired the judg- 
ing panel for the £30,000 award, prefaced this 
supremely just decision with a broadside 
against male critics who refuse to rate novels 
from female authors. “Not only do men tend 
not to read the novels women read.” she thun- 
dered. “They don’t seem to think it matters 
either - not even if they consider themselves 
to be discerning readers of the modern novel”. 

She cited Christina Stead as a prime exam- 
ple of a major figure spurned by the cock-eyed 
tastes of the male literati. Up to a point. When 
James Wood used to sermonise from his pul- 
pit as the Guardian's critic-in-chief, scarcely a 
week would pass without some scornful com- 
parison between the wretched work under 
review and - the unrivalled greatness of 
Christina Stead. The general case, however, 
remains strangely true. Women will happily 
read the most testosterone-fuelled of writers. 
Teny Pratchett has a horde of female fans: as 
does Iain Banks: as does Irvine Welsh. 

The reverse - to male readers' loss - doesn't 
yet apply. One reason for this imbalance may 
lie in feminist rhetoric iself. Al least in the grim, 
sectarian Seventies, many of its advocates 
planted huge “Men: keep ofT signs around the 
flourishing terrain of women's fiction. Yet lit- 
erature is no one's private ground; literature 
is common ground - as Virginia Woolf once 
wrote. Ironically, one way to haul male read- 
ers out of the seif-infiicicd literary purdah that 
rightly bothers Lisa Jardine might be to inviie 
more open-minded male critics to review nov- 
els by women. { It was Geoff Dyer who. in these 
pages, hailed Fugtthe Pieces as “an unprece- 
dented imaginative creation". ) 

One other aspect of .Anne Michaels's tri- 
umph deserves attention. For the second time 
- after Helen Dunmore’s victory - the Orange 
Prize has gone to a distinguished poet-tumed- 
novclist. Margaret Atwood - also a poet - con- 
tended on the shortlist, while one cif this 
spring's boldest novels {Impossible Saints) 
came from another twin-track creator, Michele 
Roberts. At the moment, more women than 
men seem to manage high achievement in both 
verse and prose. But literature exists to upend 
generalities - including that one. John Fuller 
- a relative latecomer to fiction - belongs in 
this amphibious company; and you can read 
aboul his mysterious new novel over the page. 
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ftpeteKs | Rooms of their own 


By Christopher Hirst 
and Emma Hagestadt 


Eden Renewed by Peter Levi 
(Papermac, £12.00) Though much- 
quoted, John Milton remains a daunting 
Titan of literature. This admirably * 

succinct biography makes Milton’s 
work, including his Latin verse, 
accessible to the modern reader. Hie 
turbulent political milieu in which 
Milton became so deeply enmeshed is 
deftly conveyed. Levi delights in the 
disparities of the 17th century. The 
soaring cadences of Paradise Lost are 
set alongside a contemporary view of 
Milton as “a dead dog, a canker worm, 
a petty schoolboy scribbler.” 


The Hilt by Dick Francis (Michael 
Joseph, £9.99) Alexander KinJoch, artist 
and self-styled weirdo, lives in a small 
bothy on a remote Scottish fellside: 
Unaccountably beaten up one day by a 
group of thuggish hill walkers, “Mad A” 
is plunged into a horsey mystery - one 
involving his unde (the Eali of 
Kinioch), his stepfather (Ivan George 
Westerling, pillar of the Jockey Club) 
and the missing King Alfred Gold Cup. 
An old-fashioned yam of mistaken 
identities and overnight sleepers. John 
Buchan meets the Racing Gazette. 


Savages by Joe Kane (Pan, £6.99) After 
all but drowning in his previous work, . 
Running the Amazon , here Kane almost 
starves to death in the Ecuadorian 
jungle. Still, he fares better than a 
visiting bishop who was found skewered 
“by 17 palm wood spears, each 10 feet 
long”. The indigenous Huaorani people 
turn out to be tough and resilient (if 
infuriating), but their survival is 
threatened by predatory oil companies. 
In this absorbing account, hilarious and 
heartbreaking by turns, there’s no doubt 
who Kane regards as the real savages. 


Infinity and the Mind by Rudy Rucker 
(Penguin, £5.99) While many of the 
concepts tackled here are tantalising - 
such as the infinitely large “Hilbert’s 
Hotel”, which can be filled by a number 
known as “alef-one” - the non- 
mathematician will rapidly throw in the 
toweL Rucker tries to be die human 
face of mathematics, using cartoons and 
references to Chuck Berry to make his 
point, but the symbols win in the end. 


Trampled Lilies by Lady Fbrtesque 


(Back Swan, £6.99) The fragrant author 
(188S-1951), who enjoyed posthumous 
success with Perfume from Provence 
proved no shrinking violet when the tide 
of war swept through her adopted 
homeland. Despite doubts (“the rot of 
Communism had tainted the army of 
the South"), she briskly organised billets 
until forced to flee. After a thrilling 
drive to Brittany, Lady F plus beloved 
spaniel caught the last boat home. Back 
in England, a chance overhearing raised 
her spirits: “I can't get that Lady 
Fortesque off me 'eart. ’Ow, I do ’ope 
she's orlright” With four titles now in 
print, the answer is yes. 


Onitsha by J M G Le Qdzio (Bison 
Books, £13.99) Separated by the 
outbreak of war in Europe, Fintan has 
never met his English father. When 
finally he and his Italian mother receive 
word to join him in Nigeria, they’ve 
almost made themselves sick with 
imaginings of their future home. But 
nothing can prepare them for Onitsha - 
a place of red ravines, silky rivers and 
hot winds. Every bit as readable as 
Joyce Carey and William Boyd when it 
comes to colonial types, Le Ci&zio also 
manages to pull off the mystery of 
Africa without getting too French about 
iL This beautifully written book gets as 
close to the heart of darkness as 
poetically possible. 


Audiobooks 



E ven more revealing than what we say 
about ourselves in our own write is 


L— about ourselves in our own write is 
what we say in our own voice. Alec 
Guinness reading his own “Diary of a 
Retired Actor", My Name Escapes Me 
(Penguin, 3hrs, £7.99), enhances his 
reputation as funny, cultivated and 
modest; the richness of his talented life 
is reflected in how much be has to 
remember, and still enjoy. The drug 
smuggler Howard Marks, enfant terrible 
of Oxford in the 1970s and notoriously 
capable of charming his way out of most 
scrapes, is distinctly diminished by his 
autobiography Mr Nice (Reed, 3 his, 
£7.99). His awed and repetitive roll call 
of his biggest ever heists, cleverest 
carriers and most ingenius aliases has 
lots of cliched declarations for the 
family who (inexplicably) stood behind 
him. but leaves the impression of a man 
with £ signs in his eyes rather than soul. 


Christina Hardyment 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBUSH YOUR WORK 
ALL SUBJECTS CONSIOffiHJ 

RGioa NtjTflcmn, Bc<7»efcY. ne*g«xK. 
Potty. 

AUTHORS WORUJWOE KVTTBJ 
WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 
MINERVA PRESS 

2 OLD BROHPTON RD. LU8XM SW7 SOQ 




Simon Watney 
sketches the 
partnership 
that framed a 
life in art 



Duncan Grant by Frances Spalding, 
Chatto & Windus, £25 


D uncan Grant has been 
rather shabbily treated in 
the extensive literature on 
Bloomsbury. He is often 
dismissed as a “merely 
decorative” artist - especially, one 
feels, by those who care little about 
art - or else as an emotional flibber- 
tigibbet. Not least among the merits 
of this welcome biography is that 
Frances Spalding presents him as he 
would doubtless have wished to be 
presented - as, above all, a painter. 
Painting was the stable centre of his 
life, his rod and staff. He embodied 
the type of the artist at its purest, as 
countless anecdotes testify here. 
Moreover, the artist who emerges was 
a man of immense vitality and charm. 
Grant never seems to have exercised 
that charm selfishly, but it enveloped 
him like a radiance, sometimes a 
shield but never a sword. 

Given his father’s military career, 
his childhood was peripatetic His par- 
ents were constantly on the move 
between postings in India and Burma, 
with frequent trips home to Britain. 
His father was hopeless with money, 
as was Duncan. Hence the great sig- 
nificance of the idea of home in his 
subsequent life and work, after he set- 
tled down for the first time at the age 
of 17 in the uncomfortable position 
of a poor relation in the bustling 
household of his aunt. Lady Stephen, 
which he memorably described as 


Dimean Grant (above left) and (above) at his 90th-tmthday dinner party 


“that vast Caravanserai that was 69 
Lancaster Gate”. 

Surrounded by garrulous Strachey 
cousins he found his own peace and 
quiet in the world of museums and gal- 
leries, a quality be shared with \bnessa 
Bell with whom be lived for almost half 
a century. They protected one another 
from the intrusions of over-literaiy rela- 
tions, and recognised an equally intense 
commitment to the less consciously 
intellectual routine of the studio. 

It was never going to be an easy 
relationship. As he noted in a 1918 
diary: “I was hurt slightly by her say- 
ing she got no more from me than" a 
brotherly affection ... I am so uncer- 
tain of my real feeling to V that I am 
utterly unable to feign more than I 
feel when called upon to feel so 
much ... the only thing lacking is my 
feeling to her in passion ... All I feel 
I can do is to build slowly for her a 
completely strong affection on wh ich 
she can lean her weary self." 

Certainly there were emotional 
costs for them both, but these did not 
I think outweigh the gains of deep. 


enduring love and mutual respect. In 
1930 he asked himself, in the throes 
of an unhappy love-affair, why 
Vanessa “does not believe that I love 
her as much as ever I did? When she 
is unhappy I am unhappy too want 
too much I suppose ... As I am made 
as 1 am 1 must do the best with myself 
and ... with others.” 

After reading this book, it is not 
possible to regard Vanessa Bell sim- 
ply as a kind of injured innocent, as 
is currently fashionable in American 
fe minis t martyrology. Their long rela- 
tionship possesses its own integrity, 
and enabled both of them to sustain 
major creative careers on their own 
terms, as they chose, within a society 
that sadly remains strongly moralistic 
and homophobic. 

Here as elsewhere Frances Spald- 
ing has contributed substantially to 
the beginnings of a serious reconsid- 
eration of their work. It has previously 
been absurdly neglected or belittled, 
most regrettably obscuring their 
unique contribution to early mod- 
ernist European art. 


Out and about in 


an innocent age 


Peter Parker on a gay old timer 


A Trouser- wearing Character: the 6fe and times of Nancy Spam 

by Rose Cb/lis, Cassell, £25 


S he’s gay, she's provocative ... 
She’s going places”, the News of 
the World boasted when it 
acquired Nancy Spain as a columnist 
in 1961. That headline, like much of 
Rose ColhYs welcome biography, is a 
reminder of a more innocent world 
than ours, a world in which it was seri- 
ously suggested that the trouser-wear- 
ing Spain might be about to marry 
Gilbert Harding, a man in whom 
bachelorhood could hardly have been 
more obviously confirmed. 

Spain and Harding were among the 
first television “personalities" at a 
period when a modicum of talent and 
decorum was required of those 
appearing on panel games. Unlike 
Harding, Spain never gave the impres- 
sion that such programmes were 
beneath her. She was a genuine pop- 
ulist who had made her name in the 
pages of Beaverb rook’s Daily Express, 
where she began as the paper's chief 
book reviewer before gradually 
becoming a free-range columnist 
The Express promoted her as a con- 
troversialist: “They call her Vulgar 
they call her Unscrupulous; they have 
called her the worst-dressed woman 
in Britain”. Vulgar and unscrupulous 
she undoubtedly was. but although 
rarely prevailed upon to wear a frock. 


she had a certain butch chic. In the 
formal world of 1950s broadcasting, 
the contrast between Spain in her 
“natty gents’ sportswear" and fellow- 
panellists such as Lady Isobel Barnett 
in their stiff evening dresses was strik- 
ing. Some people thought her merely 
bohemian, but others recognised the 
dress-code and were grateful to have 
so engaging a role-model 

One of the pleasures of Spain's 
story is that of witnessing someone 
getting away with it. Not oniy did this 
person, who would these days be 
described as a “visible lesbian”, have 
a large gay following (particularly for 
her decidedly camp detective sto- 
ries), but she was read and listened to 
by thousands of ordinary heterosex- 
ual pre-feminist women. Contracts 
with Women's Hour and She, the 
magazine founded and edited by her 
lover Joan (“Jonnie”) Werner Laurie, 
brought her into homes where women 
still had their place. Through Spain, 
such women could learn what it might 
be like to work a dockland crane, go 
rock-climbing or rally-driving. 

With a certain amount of discretion 
she even wrote about her own domes- 
tic set-up with “a very nice lady pub- 
lisher (Le Laurie) and her two sons”. 
Readers were not, of course, informed 



Nancy Spain: ‘gay, provocative and going places' news international 


that the two women shared a bed, but 
this was less surprising than the fact 
that the younger boy was Spain's son. 
This was something that not even he 
discovered until after Spain and Lau- 
rie died together when the light air- 
craft in which they were travelling to 
the Grand National crashed in a cab- 
bage-field near the racecourse. 

Also part of this menage was Sheila 
van Damn, racing driver and man- 
ager of the Windmill Theatre, with 
whom Laurie (as her son explained) 
“would go off and do fairly butch boys’ 
things together”. This is probably all 
they did, although their relationship 
was undoubtedly more than friend- 
ship. Spain, on the other hand, had 
several affairs, most openly with 
Ginette Spanier, the (married) direc- 


trice of Balmain. (She may have had 
a liaison with Dietrich -but then who 
didn't?) Spain and Laurie's partner- 
ship easily withstood such diversions. 

Gollis traces Spain's life and career 
with diligence and good humour, but 
occasionally with rather too much 
detail. By the time we get on to 
Spain's service in the WRNS, how- 
ever, the book gathers momentum. 
“Don't be an officer,” one pal advised 
her. “You go on being a bloody 
pirate.” Spain took the counsel to 
heart, and Collis is particularly good 
at capturing this buccaneering aspect 
When Spain behaved badly. Collis 
says so, but this is a properly affec- 
tionate portrait which rescues from 
gathering oblivion an unlikely but 
cheering representative of her era. 
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P eter Porter long ago espoused ffie cause 
provincial dandy in poetry - the kina ot poeti 
whose polymathic wit was sharpened mite J 
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JANE BOWN AND DERRY MOORE 


Spalding guides us deftly through 
a long life which contained at least as 
many disappointments as triumphs. 
Through it all. Duncan Grant 
remained an overwhelmingly loveable 
man - loyal, trustworthy, generous, 
kind, funny, sexy, modest and entirely 
unassuming. He genuinely liked 
women, and was never entirely happy 
in the somewhat brittle, men-only 
world inhabited by so many early 
20th-century British homosexuals 
Always his own man, he was never a 
slave to fashion, never doctrinaire. 
The only past he dwelt upon was that 
of painting. 

He appears here as a remarkable 
modern figure. That he was also per- 
haps the greatest British painter since 
Gainsborough, with whom his art 
has many affinities, is another good 
reason for reading this shrewd and 
thoughtful book. 

It is thus particularly regrettable 
that its publishers have evidently 
taken so little trouble with the qual- 
ify of most of the photographic illus- 
trations. 


from High Tkble. Since a recent major anthology !** ’ £ 
encouraged us to believe that poetry tschiefly a - 
property of the Celtic fringe and the Middle Ages^J 
iS worth reminding ourselves that we mostly live mit 
towns and cities, however much we put out tendriMT 

into nature and the past. • - . *§£ 

Porter has been a great force in English poetry 
for nearly 40 years. In his new collection Dragons ML 
their Pleasant Palaces (Oxford Poets, £6.99), he M.- 
reflec ts ruefully on the rewards for such | 

commi tment in “The Deaths of Poets”: “But, ::t 
somebow/it all went wrong death couldn’t be j 

postpooedysymposia andFestschriften rotted/ — J - 
hoped for vindications, complete with jokes/and J 

anecdotes, were never written or/were spiked by 4 > - - 
teenage editors". This mood - despite characteristic 

borrowings into his beloved Italy and the.T9th” • ; : j 
century - pervades the book, and is not merefyL ;• 
poetic and personal. As “The Western pande” saw?* 
“We’re all in it together, paddling downstream/as W ■ 
that clip from Sanders of the' River...” Which *7 

poetical-polite way of saying up Shit Cr eek: . 

drowning in technical jargon, TV wars, stranded iqj 
a place where “all roads lead to CD-Rom”. . -■ 

Tm not sure that this anger is right for Porter’s > ; ■ 
muse. He began as a sardonic satirist of the ' J 

consumer society (“love goes as the MG goes") ami . 
wits strike home best when cool, but no one can _ . V. 
deny his right to be angry. An unexpected andmort 
■ positive note of reconciliation with his Austrian .i 
background is struck in “National Service”; / ~ " 

Don Paterson wants to be more learned than -• - ^ 
the Oxbridge boys, while simultaneously sfomqg;i£l 
his own road movie. This dichotomy has him .. . _ ^ 

lurching about like a Paul McCartney, his qualify ™ 
control department AWOL. The best poem in his 
second collection God's Gift to Women (Faber, . 
£6.99), “A Private Bottling”, laments a foiled 
relationship in “a chain of nips .. . the tincture of a' 
failed geography”, 
whereas another big 
set-piece, “The 
Alexandrian Library 
Part II” merely fails 
the challenge of Paul 
Muldoon. God's Gift 
to Women is artfully 
packaged with a lot 
of knowing jokes, 
most of which would 
have been better left 
on the dunny wall. . 

In the quieter 
carrels of his library, 

Paterson aspires to 
MacNeice’s intensely 
graceful lyric 
moments. This 
influence inspires 
some of his best 
poems: “Siesta", 

“Candle Bird", “Imperial", “Advice to Young 
Husbands”, the “Bottling”. But his strongest suit is w 
still the microtones of description. He's a kind of 
verse Nicholson Baker “the snot-string of a knotted 
Featherlite”, “the vacuum of a black Costa Ricajthe 
smell of it, capric, deeply provocative”. 

John Burnside was praised some books ago by 
Sean O’Brien for not being “a tweedy nature boy”, 
by which he meant that Burnside writes from that 
neck of the woods that gave us rural incest rather 
than Harvest Festival suppers. In A Normal Skin 
(Cape, £7), Burnside dissolves the unities of time 
and space into a half-lit world where the shed skins 
of other lives haunt and propagate themselves. 

Favourite words are drowned, vanish, veil, smoke, 
muffled, ghosts. There’s a ghoulish edge: a poem on 
his father ends with “his taste for carrion”. It has 
been remarked that nature poetry has virtually 
disappeared in the 1990s, with Burnside its lone 
successful practitioner. But he’s no Edward 
Thomas, being as dandified as anyone with titles - 
likes “Ukiyo-e”. epigraphs from William Carlos 
Williams, fancy words like “haar” instead of mist. “ 

The centrepiece of Sarah Maguire’s The InvisibR 
Mender (Cape. £7) is a version of Marina 
Tsvetaeva’s long sequence “Wires". This seems to ’ S 
me the voice Maguire is searching for Tsvetaeva’s 
torrential passion rendered as an electrical storm 
coursing down telegraph wires. In Maguire’s own ! ‘.\ ' 
poems, feeling is muffled by imagistic throwaways;^ 

This is the downside of provincial dandyism: foe 
belief that the oblique and polysyllabic can 

automatically cany the freight of emotion. They 

can L Your bunched, curled foces/m agen ta and’ !-. 1 
saffron/phototropic with desire/inexorably riding tb^ 
light" Chrysanthemums, act uall y 

Alistair Elliot is the wild (or rather tame) card in. 
this batch. There is not much of any kind of dandy . 
m him, although he does live in Newcastle, ’ • - 

“Anniversary Photograph" in Facing Things 
(Carcanet, £9.95), would have fulfilled Larkin’s 7 
worst fears about marriage and the muse. Marriage . 
is seen as “flattened grass" and the muse takes a . . 
beating too: “The bed is rumpled, a crumbled - 
invitation . Elliot’s is a decent, humane poetry, fblb 
of musings on people and places - a Yorfehire V. 
ammonite, an old bakelite wireless, lost household 
objects refound. “A Family Wireless” has more 
urgency than most: “I daren’t retune it set before die; ■. 
waoon Home, it doesn’t know it's Radio Four." W 
Perhaps he should have dared to shift that dial 
after all. ->-• 
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Pick of the week 


God’s Gift to Women 
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Double visions from a womb with a view 


T he womb might be thought to be fic- 
tion’s final frontier. Conceptions arc 
commonplace. Some adventurous 
authors, most recently Harold Brodkey, 
have charted a course down the birth 
canal. Now. taking the novel’s quest for 
novelty to its innermost limits. John 
Fuller's A Skin Diary features a foetus- 
eye view of the world. 

Displaying an intelligence and sensi- 
bility which would astound even the 
most fanatical pro-Lifer, Fuller’s foetus 
addresses his mother, Mair, throughout 
the nine-month cycle of her pregnancy, 
as he develops from “a wink that might 


Michael Arditti on an infant prodigy 


A Skin Diary by John Fuller, Chatto, £9.99 


still be tiddlcd" through a “little top- 
heavy sea-horse" into a recognisable 
human form. At the same time, he is a 
privileged observer of the sexual conflict 
which unfolds around him. when his 
father, Gruffudd, mistrusting his 
mother’s fidelity, leaves home. 

Fuller has rooted his story in a 19th cen- 
tury Welsh farming community, where the 
chapel influence is aU-pcivasive. The flinty 
intensify of his imagery recalls Faulkner. 


He marries a highly specific sense of 
period with a mythic drama in which Mair 
is both Earth Mother (the contours of her 
body evoking the landscape of the Val- 
leys) and Penelope waiting for the return 
of her Wanderer. Like the Manichce to 
which he alludes. Fuller propounds a 
dualism of male and female, good and 
evil, and light and dark. 

The richest of all these archetypal lay- 
ers concerns the birth of Christ Christ- 
ian imagery abounds: the baby is con- 
ceived at Easter and bom at Christmas; 


Mair and Gruffudd are Maiy and Joseph ■ 
there is even an angel, albeit a primarify 
figurative one. It soon becomes clear that 
the foetus' intelligence is no mere liter- 
ary device but fundamental to the novel’s 
meaning. Who could he a more omni- 
scient narrator than Christ? Like Christ 
the foetus inhabits a double time-scale as 
both the ancient of days and an individ- 
ual being. Nevertheless, lhc correspon- 
dences with the gospels aren’t coSp£ 
henswc (Gniffudd, unlike Joseph, is the 
baby struc father). Fuller h« no wish to 
limit Christ to one incarnation. He implies 
that there is the divine in every" jJS. 



The central imagp. of tfifc novel is tife 
Word made flesh (the fo^k a “batf 
bible") - not only th^ence of 
Christian myth but a W 

own poetic skflL Hefras fleshed outfits 
story with a successionofriqhly assoj^ 

live metaphors ../thefbetbs' ?Ieakingj^ 
an old man into its tam vnffl 

a “horn hard as a bead&6 c " ■ 
serving as decoration^ eX P tes ^ cs ^. 
truth of a world-view ’.wfoepfi' : ® 
tus’s phrase, “I have as$se .that evjj£ 
thing is related". This wfcafih of 
nection gives this 15&W , 00 ™ ■ 

texture of one three.tiniflsft 5 tenga*- 
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Where John Brown’s body lies 
a’ mouldering in the grave 

Guy de la Bedoyere is moved by the haunted landscape of the Civil War 


f> 


T here's nothing like getting lost in the 
back roads of West Virginia to remind 
you of that great movie Deliverance, in 
which Burt Reynolds and his townie 
mates go hunting and get variously tor- 
tured and murdered by crazed hillbillies. So when 
a camouflaged man wearing shades and carrying 
a pump-action shotgun strolled out of the woods 
in front of us, we nearly passed out. In fact, all 
he did was wave. 

Perhaps it was just that our imaginations were 
on overdrive, finding feverish inspiration in the 
implicit violence of our trail. We were taking a 
one-week trip around the Civil War sites of Vir- 
ginia. Maryland and Pennsylvania, beginning in 
Washington DC. 

For the English, the unpalatable fact about the 
eastern United States is that much of the country- 
side looks (ike the England of our fantasies. So it 
can be difficult to believe how much of the land 
around the American capital was tom apart by the 
Civil Whr between 1861 and 1865. The conflict has 
a compelling presence not just because “it's all the 
history they’ve got”, but also because of the potency 
of the honior and the South’s curiously charismatic 
adherence to the obscene creed of slavery. 

We started off in DC, where we concentrated 
on the Ford’s Theatre. Itwas here that Lincoln was 
assassinated in 1865. Americans have a gloriously 
frank appreciation of events, and no guilt is 
attached. Obviously, vou would. want to see the gun 
and Lincoln's stained jacket. Who wouldn t? So 
there they are in the free basement museum, along 
with a batteiy of other Lincoln paraphernalia 
Before making for the battlefields we wended 
our way across the stunning Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge, and then around eastern Maryland. After 
i hat we doubled back on the western shore of the 
bav to stay a day in Baltimore. The special fea- 
tures here are: a) no road signs, and b) an inco- 
herent one-way system. One-way to the ghetto, as 
it turned out. Feeling slightly self-conscious in our 
hired car. we tried to make head or tail of the road 
map as the tension rose. The few shops looked 
like secured ammunition dumps and bonfires were 

blazing merrily in rubbish bins. 

If vou survive, and make it back to Downtown 
Baltimore, you find mainty aqua tic attract* ons: 
an aquarium (said to be the best in the US, and 
it was quite good) and the last ship (out of 101) 


still in the water of those at Pearl Harbour, the 
Roger B Taney. The Civil War trail is kept warm 
by the USS Constellation , built in 1854, the only 
ship left that saw service in the Civil War. 

From Baltimore we headed north. The Civil 
War battlefields are generally in the guardianship 
of the National Parks Service, and have museums 
with presentations and self-guided driving tours. 
Once I had shed the Englishman’s shame at being 
a tourist, 1 lapped it all up. 

Gettysburg is a totally unprepossessing town in 
Pennsylvania. The battlefield spreads to the south, 
west and east of the town and is focused on the 


By far the most touching exhibit is a water bottle 
from the war. Attached to it is a label recording 
how its owner, John D Cooke - a Unionist of the 
95th Pennsylvania Regiment - gave a dying Con- 
federate a drink from it at Crampron's Pass, Mary- 
land, on 14 September 1862. It was signed by the 
95-year-old Cooke in 1934. 

The Gettysburg tour lasts several miles down 
winding roads that are lined, incongruously, with 
various monuments to the units and individuals 
who fought here. The climax is undoubtedly the 
Little Round Top, a small hill held by the Union 
against impossible odds, from Confederates lurk- 



Visitors’ Centre. This features an elaborate, if 
dimly lit, museum crammed with military relics, 
many of which were gathered laboriously from the 
fields by local fanners. The centrepiece is the 
“Electric Map” which, with recorded commentary, 
illustrates the battle’s three-day progress in July 
1863 with coloured red, blue and green lights. 

Not everyone was convinced. 1 overheard a man 
(British, by the way) becoming annoyed with his 
wife: “You didn’t pay attention.” “I did." “Well 
what happened then?" “Lots of little green men 
were hiding in the woods." An exasperated exhal- 
ation followed. 


ing below in the peculiar rock formation called 
the Devil’s Den. 

It was particularly striking to listen to the Amer- 
ican visitors. Contrary to the European percep- 
tion of the American tourist, they seemed uni- 
versally interested and well read on the site. None, 
so far as I could see, felt the need to lock their 
cais at the various stops, and I couldn’t spot any 
litter, either. But it is an American shrine, a memo- 
rial to the Union, to Lincoln and his Address, and 
to the folly of the South. Once beaten here, they 
never ventured into the north again. So perhaps 
it attracts the more discerning visitor. In The Lost 


Continent Bfll Bryson describes it as the most 
shamelessly commercialised battle site. I have to 
say that that isn’t how it appeared to me at all; 
instead I found it rather dignified and shocking. 

Not far to the south is Harper’s Ferry, a small 
town which was once a major industrial and arms- 
raanufacturing centre because of river power. 
Here the mighty Shenandoah meets the Potomac, 
and the stales of Maryland, Virginia, and West Vir- 
ginia stare at each other across the rapids. The 
place is truly startling for its beauty. 

Floods destroyed the last industry here back 
in the Thirties. But the National Parks Service 
has done an exceptionally good job of present- 
ing the site, with demonstrations of gun-making 
and an outstanding audio-visual on John Brown’s 
famous raid here in October 1859. which sparked 
off the war. He took a band of associates to lib- 
erate the slaves but succeeded only in killing a 
free black. In the ensuing battle with the US 
army, two of his own sons were killed. 

Some shops here sell Civil War souvenirs, 
including bullets gathered from the battlefields. 
By some perverse set of values, an unfired bul- 
let costs about $10, whereas a battered, fired 
example costs only $1.50. 1 can’t imagine that any- 
one makes bullets now and then hits them to 
reduce their value, so I assume they’re genuine. 
Enough were fired, after all 

On the way back to Vtasbington Dulles airport 
we also visited the battlefield at Antietam; like 
Gettysburg it features self-guided tours and mus- 
eums. At Antietam more than 23,000 troops were 
killed or wounded on a single day in 1862. If you 
ever thought ignorance was the excuse for the First 
World W&r, then the American Civil War teaches 
you that there was no excuse, no excuse at all. 

British Airways United Airlines and Virgin Atlantic 
fly daily between Heathrow and Washington Dulles. 
Guy die la Bedoyfre paid £309 (including tax) fora 
United flight. Options for travel in the next few weeks 
from Heathrow include: £31430 return on United 
through STA Travel (0171-361 6161), for students 
and travellers under 26; £326 on Air fiance via Paris 
with Ftigjiiwise (01476 560089); £345 on British Air- 
ways through Major Travel (0171-485 7017). 
Washington DC Convention and Visitors’ Associ- 
ation: 0181-392 9187: Virginia Tourism : 0181-651 
4743 


Abraham Ilncoln 
and the American 
Grit War 

■ 1860 - Amid mounting North/South 
tension over slavery and other issues, 
Abraham Lincoln wins the presidential 
election. In December, South Carolina 
secedes from the United States. 

■ 1861 - In January, Mississippi, Florida, 
Alabama, Georgia and Louisiana also 
secede - and form the Confederate States 
of America (joined by Texas and, later, 
Virginia, Arkansas, North Carolina and 
Tennessee). In March Lincoln makes his 
inaugural speech calling for the preservation 
of the Union and warning that full power 
will be used to keep all forts belonging to 
the federal government. In April . 
Confederate troops attack and capture Fort 
Sumter, a Union garrison in South Carolina. 
The Civil War begins. 

■ July 1861 - Union troops are defeated 
at the First Battle of Bull Run (Manassas). 

■ 17 September 1862 - Battle of 
Antietam turns into the bloodiest day of the 
Civil War with 2,000 Northerners and 
2,700 Southerners killed. Victory claimed 
by the Union. Five days later Lincoln issues 
a preliminary order to free all slaves. 

■ July 1863 - Battle of Gettysburg lasts 
three days and is a turning point for the 
Union. In November, at a ceremony on the 
battlefield, Lincoln delivers his famous 
Gettysburg Address “ ... government of the 
people, by the people, for the people ... " 

■ April 1865 - Confederate General Robert 
Lee surrenders, and Lincoln welcomes 
Louisiana back into the Union. Three days 
later Lincoln is assassinated at Find’s 
Theatre, Washington, by an actor and 
Southern sympathiser. 

_j May 1865 - the last of the Southern 
troops finally surrender: 



Simon Caider 


In which I say 
goodbye to a 
17th-century 
ferry service 
that gave so 
many a taste 
of Abroad 
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A t 10 o'clock last Monday 

morning, the mayor stood od 
the Halfpenny Her at Harwich 
to say farewell. Stena Europe , the last 
conventional feny to sail between 
the Hook of Holland and the Essex 
port hooted as she slid mournfully 
past, destination oblivion (seepage 
11). The farewell party comprised 
His Worship, me, a photographer, 
and a Scandinavian hiker who is 
about to walk around the coast of 
Britain and coincidentally chose to 
depart at the same instant as a 
maritime legend. 

In fact, the photographer and the 
mayor were present to wish the hiker 
well, rather than to mourn the end of 
an epoch. So I paid my own private 
respects to a ferry service that began 
in the 17th century and has once 
borne many millions of British 
travellers across the North Sea for 

their first taste of Abroad 

Since I wasn’t around in 1671, my 
acquaintance with the Harwich-to- 
Hook feny began in the Seventies, 
when it was the impecunious yom^ 
traveller’s best bet for a quick(ish) 
getaway. With a ticket from the 


Transalpine agency, you could travel 
from London to any station in 
Holland for £6. Even the most dazed 
of hippies realised that this was a 
tremendous deal: travelling on the 
overnight boat meant you (a) saved 
on accommodation and (b) arrived 
at Oldenzaal, the last station in 
Holland before the German border, 
in time for a full day’s hitching. You 
could be in Hanover by teatime for 
an outlay equivalent to a couple of 
Led Zeppelin LPs. 

Cut-price crossings to the 
Continent have always been a British 
speciality. Philip Robinson of 
Sheffield reports that his first flight 
was aboard a Skywings plane 
between Lympne in Kent and 
Beauvais in northern France in the 
summer of 1963. It was such a good 
experience that he repeated it the 
following year. 

At around the same time. Silver 
City Airways operated a car-carrying 
freighter between the Kent airfield 
and Le Touquet - your Vauxhall 
Victor or Humber Super Snipe was 
loaded into the cavernous hold of a 
propeller plane for the short hop. 


It wasn’t cheap, but if you could 
afford a car then you could probably 
afford to fly it to Europe. 

Ten years later, the cheapskate’s 
fast track to Paris rejoiced in the 
name “Silver Arrow" - a marketing 
trick involving a regular old 
Southern Region train to Gatwick 
airport, a cramped old twin-prop 
plane for a 20-minute hop to Le 
Touquet, and a diesel train for the 
long, 150-mile chug into Paris. The 
process seemed to take most of the 
day. but you saved a fortune 
compared with the new-fangled 
Trident plane to Le BourgeL 

Then the going got weird. Does 
anyone admit to having travelled on 
the air-bus deal to Ostend? You 
caught a coach from AJdgatc bus 
station in London to Southend 
airport, where you boarded a 
Viscount plane to the Belgian resort. 
Strangely, that route never caught 
on. Neither did the attempt to 
persuade us that the sophisticated 
way to reach Paris was to catch a 
train to Southampton, sail across to 
Le Havre on the overnight feny and 
travel onwards by rail 


If you were really poor but realty 
keen to get to Ireland, then the way 
to go was on the small ferry between 
Campbeltown in Scotland and 
Baltycastle In Northern Ireland. This 
involved about 300 miles of extra 
hitching compared with the more 
usual femes across the Irish Sea, but 
saved you a very small fortune. The 
one-way fare being charged when it 
closed was, I think, 85 pence. When, 
on 1 July, the Argyll and Antrim 
Steam Packet Company resumes 
sailing on the route, the passenger 
fore will be £23 one-way. 

Happily, British determination to 
get Abroad for less is unbending. 
From next Thursday, a flight from 
Stansted to Nykoping ip Sweden is 
£104 return on Ryanair. If Nykdping 
has yet to feature on your wish-list of 
destinations, you should know that it 
is 60 miles southwest of Stockholm. 

The same airline may soon launch 
services to those great international 
gateways of Charleroi and Beauvais, 
masquerading as Brussels and Paris - 
and feeding the British appetite for . 
that Satisfying combination of 
obscurity and economy. 
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Because We think the world of you ... 
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AUSTRALIA 

GET 7 DAYS FREE CAR HIRE* 

AND FLY WITH QANTAS AND BA FROM £849 RETURN 
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS SPECIAL OFFER BOOK BY 30 JUNE 

DEPARTURES IN NOVEMBER 97 OR 21 JANUARY - 31 MARCH 98 
'Based on 2 people travelling. Supplement applies to car hire in Northern Territory, 


Trailtinders does not impose charges on credit cards 
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worldwide attention 






Bit the real Mown on worldwide 
tread, Traflffmtefs is your one stop 
travel shop. 

Traflfioders offers more low cost 
flights to more destinations then 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can tailor-make yoor very 
own package arid) op to 65% discount 

on hotels and car hire woridwhfe. 


iRAIIFINDER MAGAZINE 
1171-933 3366 ANYTIME 


JOTX. 1458 MIX AST* 60701 


194 Kensington High SW ' “KT ™ ' 
First & Business Class. tn7i-93« w 

Transatlantic & European. 0171-937 saw 
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Wbrldwide Travel. 01Z1-Z3S iz« 

4fl Com Street ■ BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
• WOrtdwIdeTraveJ: 0117-929 9000 
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Wbrldwide Travel: 0141-353 ZZZ4 
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IQodeJandm £485 
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Sydney £569 

Auckland £595 
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120 ROUND THE WORLD TICKETS TO BE WON 


EUROPE; 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE.- 0171 361 6262. 0161 8340668 (Manchester) 
EUROSTAR; 0171 361 6143 

ACCOMMODATION -CAB HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 361 6160 
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Top scheduled airlines. 

Best stopover choice - 
Far East, USA 8t more. 

Itineraries tailored to your 
exact wishes. 

Car & campervan hire, 
air, rail & coach passes. 

Accommodation from 
budget to luxury. 




DIRECT SCHEDULE AIRLINE FARES 

NEW YORK £215 TORONTO £255 

CHICAGO £255 LOS ANGELES £298 

BOMBAY £433 DELHI £439 

CALCUTTA £489 JOHANNESBURG £393 
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@^0171-482 0414 
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CANARIES 79 AUSTRALIA <99 
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Yfear rotmd European 
travel cover. 

From 16p a day 

At £59.95 a year; the security 
of annual cover arrange d 
by American Express is 
effectively yours from just 

16 pence a day. To enrol, _ 

call quoting reference IU10 0800 700 737 


\ B 01420-80828 or 0171-287 5558 1 


Insurance 
Services 

16 pence a day. To enrol, _ 

call quoting reference IU10 0800 700 737 

FUlcy Ian jndCoufitioos if* anUle on R4oeM.ABMrten6^n«Ssw(S 1 
&nop» ltd b on mdcpmdcnt rtandliiy gre v u m t by the AM code o* credua. 
AmafcinBiinmScmajEaopetJBMBL fegbtoMt Office Portlred Kona; 
SutfUn London SW LEW. Bc^tond Number K0U*. 
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We provide a fuB range 
of services for youth and 
student travelers, induding 
_ _ aiiYtrairVbus passes, 
**9io I low cost accommodation, 
tar hire, ID cards, 
adventure toms-. 


Cruises r from 

? . ^“399 


MS SUN DREAM 

Mainland Coasts- Marvellous Cow*ries-7 nights 
• Majorca *Rome .Pfa-flor e nce •Portofino .Mce-Monte Carlo •Barcelona 
Standard Inride Cabin 

' Indudes up to 6 meat per day and most entertaWnent 
DEPARTURES 5 . 22, 29 June 6 . 3 . 20 . 27 July 


VA \S£.WCr.. KCHtVrh'^ BCUK\c ‘--.CUTH. C'-'tTH iC- 


BOOK DIRECT NOW ON 

0541 500 479 

Open NVrt-FH S 30 am - Sfm Sat B*" - 8 pm Sun non - Spm 

SEE 


"v P E5&/3L% 


The Holiday Makers 
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Balearics 


VINTAGE SPAIN. UMIorcan farm- 
houses with poote. UnapoM nraao. 
Nr coast Pode nc a & South-East. 
01954 261431 AfTO ATOL 2787. 



VILLAS WITH POOLS, village; 
houses In unspoilt areas. Plus 
hUs, Rydrtves, escorted tours. 
SUNVIL 0181-8474748 AITO 
ATOL808. 


Corsica 


COR5ICAN 

far 


A a blend of quKtaeUUrieeaiitaln 
pub. frajant phw 
aystal dwr rivers, waterfalb 
and bewtifnl sednded bndns. 

Small S Friendly Aubergn 
Mountain limj Setrvt Retraiu 
BNctistde VI Has and Apartments 
CJiBif Hotels Fly-drlv* Cycling 
577 Hum bolt Rwi London W6 BOH. 
AfQi 2JM ion iMts. -lmvq MTiTT W39 


0171-385 8438 


Holidays Afloat Overseas 


PRIVATE CRUISE aboard lux. BR 
cr an ed motor yacht. Sips 6. 
WataisKftng I9ih year) 0181 346 
8515. 


SAJLAWAY TO GREECE Dinghy 
sailing and crlndsurftng holidays 
for beginners 8 experts alike. 
TidSon InckjdetL For sun, fun and 
rataxaUan tat 016837 39893 
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FL1GHTSEATS 



0990 239904 


Eastern Europe 


ENJOY A SUPERB ESCORTED BREAK TO 



Eastern Europe 


5 DAYS 
FROM 

* 


Germany 


Brussels to Berlin, Frankftjrt to 
F*rague - our trains don’t stop 
for passport control! Germany 
and Europe- best by rail. 

Bookings; 0181-390 8833 
Brochures: 01476 591 311 


EIFEL. BLACK FOREST. Bavaria. I GERMANY - Dally low cost flights 
Charrnfng smafl hotels fm E22pp 8 I and holei accommodation. All 


CORSICAN PLACES. Tha Corsican 
specialist Lovely range of vtflas. 
cottages, npts 8 hotels. Vary 
Merely, personal service. Call for 
our 1997 brochure 01424 460046- 
ATOL 2847 AJTO. 

SIMPLY CORSICA. Discover the 
MfldHaiTBnean's beet-tapt secret, 
an bland of glarexia beaches and 
spectacular mountains, untar- 
nished by mass tourism. VUIas 
with pools, seaside cotta g es, 
mountain aubeqjes and stylish 
hotels. CsH (0181) 895 9323. 
ABTAV1337 ATOL 1922 ATTO 

GUIDED WALKING In the m^mtfe 
valleys and mmmlaMB ol unafxdt 
Corsica. Ibl. Headwater fOIKW] 
42220 AfTO ATOL 2412 


Portugal 


apts hn £2S3 pw. Also Austria. 
Slovenia 8 Croatia Aulo Plan 
015*3 257777 


major cradH cards. Please call 
German Travel Centra 0181 429 
2SQ0. ABTA ATOL 2377 IATA. 


SUNVIL DI8COVERY Tha Azores. 
Widest, most flexible range to H» 
Sunning archipelago. Whab 
watching. 0181-847 4748 AITO 
ATOL808. 

SIMPLY PORTUGAL Tridy InSvU- 
ual villas with pools, glorious 
manor houses 8 selected howto 8 
pouaadas afl over thb tescteriinB 

wwitty, plus ftadbto "Nandertntf 
hoHdays and city breaks. {Of 61) 
9953323. ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1822 



Dcporttires by scheduled air in July and August I 997 


Join us on a delightful, fully escorted, five day break and discover why 
Prague is known as “the Paris of eastern Europe”. Li 


Our fares are ridiculously smal 


AMSTERDAM from 


BELFAST from 


BERGEN From 


BRUSSELS from 


COLOGNE from 


COPENHAGEN from 


DUBLIN from 


EDINBURGH from 


FRANKFURT from 


GLASGOW from 


GOTHENBURG from 


NICE from 


OSLO from 


£69 rtn. 


£65 rtn. 


£145 rtn. 


£78 rtn. 


CT07 rtn. 


£109 rtn. 


£76 rtn. 


£62 rtn. 


£128 rtn. 


£62 rtn. 


£205 rtn. 


£149 rtn. 


£148 rtn. 


PRAGUE from £184 rtn. 


ROME from £139 rtn. 


ZURICH from £129 rtn. 


Renan fares from London Heathrow. 

Other ian» abo rabble fare East AfcSawH 
Lee*. Bradford. Treadc Ecrtaagh. Glasgow and Belfast 
Contact your local travel agent or caB for details an 

0345 554554 


3tfa British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 


tun quoin] *,11361. on j rttK i djrrs and (WfMv 5oC]Wt to <na>UBiU^ 
nvi'. - mriaPi, a Saiuraay "ty"* ngy Panmgw hr. aW; 


ENJOY FREE EXCURSIONS & VISITS 

• The old city of Prague induding guided sightseeing 

• The famous spa resorts of Karlovy Vary and 
Mariembad plus the scenery of Western Bohemia. 

We also include in the price 

• Return scheduled flights from Manchester, 

Stansted or Heathrow to Prague 

• Four nights en suite at the 3-star Hotel Belvedere 
in central Prague with buffet breakfast 

• The services of an experienced tour manager 

•UK otoCwdidw— red wUr— dflMBvtote raa B c d y MfcBwwre inure 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS CALL NOV/ 


O I 709 839 839 

v;-ex=. v .- *.30.v:i - ; ;o- r T- v <J cv.;^ - : c-y.-i rc 

^ OK RE7JRM COUPON i V^Hri r ; ‘ 1 -~Y 



PRAGUE. VIENNA. BUDAPEST and 
Slovakia. Centro! pandora, hands 
A apis. Cwchara (01706) 623689. 

PRAGUE- Luxury private opon- 
monts and 68B to rent. Excep- 
ttomd valuo, oil osslsumca giv e n. 


JUST HUNGARY from Hungarians 
who know: City brooks and much 
mors BrochJVvaO. Call 0171 287 
4939 ATOL 3703. 

PRAGUE. BUDAPEST Cracow. 
HdMs tm £15 pp^uirenor; Poflah 
dittos , Batiomtef Tairas.' Lake 
Bled chnloea. Auto Plan 01543 
2 5 7777 

FAIRYTALE WOODLAND cottage nr 
Prague. Sips 4+. Lake, views, 
cashes, walks, mushrooms. Fr 
caaopw. Jun-Od. Tel: (0171) 373 
0667. 


City Breaks 


SUMMER 

SPECIALS 


USCANY 

UMBRIA 

ft COASTAL 
REGIONS IN ITALY 
Estate Pmau Vita and 
fifBtausesjthSaiBmiig * 
Rah b*k wiib Tons Owrc • 
Emflan Ltwriaied i i 

prteMscanly ,tg 
dedwiibikc ! 

Omni direct. ' 

TUSCAN^' now 

0171 271 5469j 


TRADITIONAL 5 

TUSCANY 


;( Paris, Bruges, 
r**v:\ Brussels and 
■'^Amsterdajn 

Short ErcRks fcv 
E-rest.\r .\r,J Air 

Y A G E DIRECT 

0171 602 2552 


CAREFREE 

SPAIN 


01 293 527700 

kia are a woutf. kit «reqwuiffnnc« 


A TASTE OF TUSCANY VHIfla, Col- 
logos & apts. For brochures uii 
Tbiior-msda Toure on Qi a I 
2911450 



i P tea ie send me deals of your Prague hoftfay 

H uger air houiays ltd ( 

CANKLOW MEADOWS, . N * me g| 

ROTHERHAM SAO 2 XR * Address §* 


Postcode 

LEGBL CANKLOW MEADOW5. ROTHaWAM 5M2XR 



Travel Services 


ANNUAL WORLDWIDE travel Insur- 
ance covara you lor 365 days 
duration. Indudna £1,000 .1)00 
modfcal. plus baggage. Optional 
extras uvalloMo. iMotwriRan si 
Uoyda. Only CZ70 per person. For 

further details call Marcus Hum 
& Co. autffeg *385 PoHcy-on D17t 
739 3*M 


WrejrfwBaitarH^.nhswvbnH- 

rw cute d paaM Ins tnabrah. 

SIENA. FUSKTIM HILLS. 
L'MBELAN BORDER. LE MARCHE I 
Sonur Sixminrr .Aixzfidxliiy 

0181 297 1470 


SAN GIMIGNANO/ TUSCANY Fam- 
ily nin. rustic Larmhousa recently 
reslarod. Superb vtows. Pool. 

n 2,6 1Ea7 °- 

«hwri.B*BapresiE3W5 day). 
reL^Sievnn'Natalle 0039-577- 

SUNV1L DISCOVERY. Flexible fly- 
ririvos to Tuscany 8 Umbria. Chre- 

acler BB occom. PHia Slcflv 
01 81-847 4748 AfTO 

VENETIAN APARTMENTS has a 
wonderhil range ol private s/c 
properties to lei In VanlcaAlso 
Home/Florence/Verona/Vonelo. 
0t81 B7B 1130 Fax 0181 9780962. 
CYCLING FOR SOFTIES have cho- 
son q uality hotels and exquisite 
•nanus lor C»ir Tuscany 6 Umbria 
tours on a blcyde. Agent ATOL 
608. Tel. (0161) 248 SIM. 
UMBRIA. Nowly restored apari- 
nvanls. Near lake. Soma weeks 
sail avadabra. TeJ (01 51)7485195 


ROME. VENICE, FLORENCE. 
Umbria, central apts 8 riDas sddi 
POOL 0161 680 0082 Fx 680 0331 
LAKES, UMBRIA, TUSCANY 
Marche, Slcfiy. Bba. Hotels * 
apis, attractlva prices. Hotels In 
£22 BAB, apts with pool fm £221 
pw. Auto Plan 01643 257777 
APUUA. CALABRIA. SICUXAimA 
Undiscovered South. Huteto, 
Farms, VBtes, Aprs, Pools. (0104 
7221 93 ATOL 4029. 

SIMPLY TUSCANY 8 UMBRIA Tat- 
dtOonal country vdta apart ments 
wtih poor and tlaxtbla; fly-drfw 
holidays Maturing ch a rming. M- 
mate hotels. Plus Spsdd totaner 
Holidays and short breaks to Flo- 
ranee. Please call 018T 895 9323. 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 AHO 
BRIDGEWATER'S toytOc itriy coun- 
tryside and coast. PrSaata vflteA 
castles, farmhouaea tha compINk 
selection Mflor ma de tor the tods' 
pendant traveller: June saveri 
0161 7078799 ABTA DtHlB 
CYCLING 8 WALKING fa uMflKOV- 
read Italy. Great food, triandty 
hoteta. bags monad. W Hsarivto- 
tar (01806) 42220. AITO ATOL 


For train travel within Holland - 
call us NOW for information 
and ticket sales. 

01962 77 3646 

Holland rail are agents for: 

^^WNQS/Mftmvs. STENA UNE.EUROSJNt 


SPANISH 
far 


vmai ivttfi SMrfmming pools, 
cottager and efflaga boros to 
qubtwnlclaaibw 
Our relacnan featwm q uality ' 
proparries In the most drightfto 
coaasl or mountain setungs 
ANDALUSIA CANTABRIA 
Ffy-drrw 7 wry 

W7Hw*««t»o*riloml<»»**l H I 

•m pu re wmbi MiwtrF J 


0171-385 8127 


PUERTO OE HAZAOTOR. 
Calld& lbxw 2/5 bawow 
private porta, satellite L* 
to sea in w 

or Jolsi CWY on 01932 a«842B. 

ANDALUqft- BWtn ■w wp«fc»,f! 
Granade S the tea- 3 eneharwj 

cone fa hBaUb oBw gnna 

01584 76Z321. 

COSTA BRA* A Bghti ir PWP? 
Bournemouth 8bport » Cemta 

tat 01202 57B422. ATOL^ «XS 

VINTAGE SWUN. 0 
w»i o«ta m oMpq" 


01964 S6«31 AITO ATOL 27*7 
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Smoke on the water 



i # 
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Even at sea 
level your 
head is in 
the clouds 
if your 

destination's 
Amsterdam. 
Simon 
Calder takes 
the new 
high-speed 
ferry from 
Harwich to 
the Hook of 
Holland 



E veryone would earn a certificate 
commemorating their part in 
the first voyage of the hi-tech, 
high-speed vessel, promised the 
cheery Dutch announcer. She 
concluded: “Siena HSS Discovery - the 
only way to cross the North Sea". 

That is, of course, tosh. Travellers 
crossing the North Sea these days can 
choose from ships operated by Color 
Line. P&O and Scandinavian Seaways, 
plus plenty of low-cost flights. Whichwhy 
the old ferry service from Harwich to 
Hook of Holland was replaced by an 
HSS catamaran. The initials stand for 
high-speed sea service; cruising ai 40 
knots, the vessel halves the previous 
crossing time. She also takes only 50 peo- 
ple to operate - one-quarter of the num- 
ber working on the two ferries that she 
replaces. 

The service subtly changes the shape 
of Europe, particularly for motorists who 
do not live in southern England. Sud- 
denly, Europe is less than four hours 
away from Essex - no longer is it quicker 
to drive to Dover or Folkestone and take 


one of the short sea crossings. Even 
those in and around London can bene- 
fit from the new link for trips to north- 
ern Germany or Scandinavia. Best of ail, 
it should lead to heightened interest in 
the Netherlands. 

Within 15 minutes of driving off the 
ferry you can be in The Hague, where 
the twee cureness of the old town is 
neatly countered by the outstanding 
breadth and depth of art in the 17th- 
century Mauritshuis. Madurodam, 
“Holland in miniature”, is a lot more 
fun than it sounds. And on the coast, 
the resort of Scheveningen is a jolly 
echo of Great Yarmouth, diametrically 
across the North Sea. 

Foot passengers who see Hook and 
its surroundings merely as a gateway to 
the Continent will benefit from the 
shorter crossing rimes, though the tim- 
ings of the new rail connections in Hol- 
land make some yearn for the civilised 
schedule of an overnight service: rail 
connections from the new evening sail- 
ing arrive in Amsterdam in the early 
hours, not a time when the Centra al 


Station area is at its most enticing. 

An airline-style check-in has been 
introduced: passengers no longer need 
to cany large bags aboard, because they 
are transported separately in large con- 
tainers. Unfortunately the system has 
been accompanied by airport-style 
queues for check-in. 

On board, the new, huge, high-speed 
catamaran is a lot more salubrious than 
the two ferries she replaces. Imagine an 
airport departure lounge, complete with 
bureaux de change , restaurants and fast- 
food outlets, drifting across the North 
Sea, and you get the picture. Prices for 
adequate grub are quoted in guilders, but 
translate to reasonable amounts: 80p for 
a coffee, £1.40 for a slab of pizza. A pair 
of cinemas saeening new releases (Liar, 
Liar and Scream this week), and a disco 
on evening sailings, help to fill the jour- 
ney time. 

The question is: what precisely is the 
journey time? The Stena timetable says 
it will take three hours and 40 minutes. 
The two crossings I made on Monday 
took 10 minutes longer each way. 


No one would be churlish enough to 
complain -except that the delays appear 
to be cumulative. Stena allows as little 
as 40 minutes to replace one consign- 
ment of cars and passengers with the 
□ext At the end of the maiden voyage 
from Harwich, the turnaround at Hook 
of Holland took twice as long as allowed. 
So even though Discovery had begun the 
day on schedule, by the time the third 
voyage of the day ended she was running 
90 minutes late. 

The vessel is operated by Stena Line 
Holland BV; I called the boss. Pirn de 
Lange, to find out what had gone wrong. 
“People have been trained for the faster 
turnaround, but as you would expect on 
the first day we had some teething prob- 
lems. As you can understand, it’s quite 
a change and we need some operational 
experience.” What about the journey 
time? “We are now running ahead of 
time. On Wednesday afternoon, for 
example, the morning ferry from Har- 
wich arrived 10 minutes early.” 

With luck, that will mean no repeti- 
tion of the strange experience 1 had at 


Hook of Holland. I travelled on a 
“daytripper* 1 ticket, price £19, which 
means that you reach Hook of Holland 
then turn around and come straight 
back. But you have to disembark at the 
port and get straight back on. The late 
arrival meant boarding had closed; I 
would have to stay overnight in Holland 
and return the next morning Fortunately 
the Catch 22 was quickly resolved, and 
they let me back aboard. 

But the knock-on effect of Monday’s 
delay was felt even by innocent parties 
such as Norwich commuters. The Boat 
Train to London was obliged to wait for 
us, even though it was due to form the 
late-night train to Norfolk. Though I 
doubt any platform announcer would 
have the nerve to say so, the Norwich 
train genuinely departed late because of 
“operational difficulties in the Nether- 
lands area”. 

The Stena HSS can be booked through 
travel agents or direct on 0990 707070. A 
special “ car plus five" fare of £68 return 
is available on certain sailings. 


Peter Hedderly 
i sailed off into a 
ship’s sunset on the 
last Saturday night 
voyage aboard 
; Stena Europe 

t 

F rom the deck we watched the 
departure, .as *he sun set and we 
• supped quietly out of port and into 1 

the history books. Down below we ted a 
celebration & la carte dinner. The 
waiter, who’d been working the route 
y ea *s, said in a subdued voice as 
, he presented our food, “Gentlemen, it 
is my pleasure to inform you that you 
are having the last supper" - with tears 
m ms eyes. Many of the crew had been 
working the route since before I was 
bom. Most are retiring, although some 1 
are going on to the freight ships (the 
new HSS is operated entirely from the 
Dutch side). 

Harwich-Hook always was the route 
to the Continent, or to Germany, at 
least - so much more civilised than 
Dover-Ostend. Lentil quite recently you ' 
could get on a through car at the Hook . 
and step off that same car in Moscow, if 
you so wished. Services have been so 
rapidly cut back that, for the past few 
years, you couldn't even get to Cologne 
without a change. 

We live in a rapidly changing world 
where nothing stands still. Fd say most 
, °f Hook route passengers are now 
bound for Amsterdam, or at least no 
farther than Holland; probably most of 
those going beyond will stop off in 
Amsterdam anyway. ; 

So the new service has a lot to offer. 

- You can now leave Amsterdam well 
! after midday and still reach London 
that evening. You could never have 
! done that before. With more people 
| travelling than ever, this historic route 
must have good times ahead. But it will 
• never be quite the same. 

The writer is a compiler of the Thomas 
Cook European Timetable' \ 



Ocean ferry to canal boat Amsterdam 
(top) is a four-hour trip from Essex when 
you take the high-speed, hi-tech Stena 
vessel (above) Adrian dennis 
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Flying on Friday 13th? 

Superstition may lead us to choose a flight on another day. But are our fears 
justified? Ben Summers reports 


) v 


I t's Friday the 13th next week, but the planes will 
still be flying. Do superstitions apply in the air? 
Flying last Friday the 13th (December 1996) I 
found that they did. 

Superstitions are not something people tend to 
oast about. One traveller I know carries a good l luck 
harm in the shape of a small golden pi&which she 
olds tightly during take-off and landing. There must 
e thousands like her. Others will demand to sit m 
ie back of the plane, something which has ool been 
iown to improve your chances in the event of a crash 
and then stubbornly study the carpet pattern or 
sad the in-flight magazine as the safety dnll is 
emonstrated by the cabin crew. f 

Even those coolly logical pilots are prone to 
ie occasional irrational thought. The awanon 
riter Steven Barlay recalls a pilot he knew 
iho added a ritual to his inspection of the air- 
raff before takooff. “There was one par- 
cular spot he always had to > touch, says 
Lariav “1 think it was on the top left-hand 
£5 .he opening. He «»»<*-» 
f flvine; he was not worried about it at 
ii But he would do it eveiy tnne. 

could it be that Boeings jkm 

)r the number seven has anything 
> do with its traditional status as 
lucky number? Would genera- 

SSnericanshave^ust 

1 P *3facturers id airlines usually take no 
Manufacture admits to sup 


ssBSsggsar. 

*d us tbat no mem ^ r ° f S r e or during a 

SSSstwee 

jers or seat row were happier to 

itish Airways*"?.^ at 

awledge f whether 8 there were Air 

On the f are( j the niraiher 13, a 

* Pagers who feared k ^ m lot , 0 f 

^•fpSer rotate anotherfligh. rather than 
teal 13. 


lb deal with this problem, BA has aircraft on which 
the tow numbers jump from 12 to 14. The airline also 
reports cases of passengers asking for boarding cards 
to be changed if they find the number 13 on them, 
and of bookings dipping on Friday the 13th. British 
Midland also avoids seat rows numbered 13: “I don’t 
think they were ever introduced,” said a spokes- 
woman, unafraid to acknowledge the X 
Files factor. Later the conversation 
turned naturally to the spirit 
world. “There are reports of 
the Tfeesside ghost’ 
up at Teesside 
airport," 
she 



said, 

chillingly- 

•m actually at the 
hotel tbat the crew stay 
in; there have been incidents, 

3P lf aityafrport were to be haunted, ft 
should be Heathrow. Aghost is occasion^ 
mentioned, but no one seems toknowwhoorwhat 
Sfthost of. Travellers on the 13th should te aware 
^ . jrV ar * -^tv of candidates. Highwaymen 
u^d to be strong up along the length of the nearby 
aS Road. Violent highway robbery around what 
Stow Heathrow Airport wa&pnce® common that 
w“a case in which an injured victim died 


because his doctor was waylaid by another high- 
wayman while coming to treat Him. 

Then there is the dead village of Heathrow itself, 
complete with a Saxon temple, lying beneath the con- 
crete of the airport runways. The site of Hounslow 
barracks is nearby, where a soldier called Private 
White was flogged to death, an event that led to the 
banning of flogging in the British army. Or perhaps 
the Heathrow ghost has something to do with the 
60 travellers who were boiled in oil over the years 
at The Ostrich pub in Colnbrook village, three miles 
from present-day Heathrow. A landlord there dur- 
ing the 18th century had an excessively entrepre- 
neurial outlook, and arranged a room in his inn so 
that wealthy tradesmen could be tipped from their 
beds while they slept, through a trapdoor and into 
a bubbling vat in the room below. 

So modern-day passengers with feelings 
of impending doom should count their 
blessings. No longer do rapid 
descents through the airspace 
of Colnbrook tend to lead to 
disaster. But the fact remains 
that all airline passengers are 
travelling in a far odder way than 
those who stay on the ground. In 
1910, a minister was telling the House 
of Commons: “We do not consider that 
aeroplanes will be of any possible use 
for war purposes.” Ninety years on, our 
instincts still haven't got the measure of 
the activity. According to Dr Alan Roscoe, 
a physician specialising in aviation, SO per 
cent of regular fliers have some apprehension 
when stepping on to an aircraft, on whatever 
day of the year. 

This is fertile ground for year-round super- 
stition, which also tends to be nourished tty the 
extraordinary nature of the statistics surrounding 
air travel. Suffice it to say that you are far safer in 
an aircraft than in a car (by a factor of 82, in the 
latest US research). In preparation for this Friday 
the 13th, Independent researchers trawled back 
through all the air accident reports of the Nineties. 
It turns out that the number of people who have died 
in air crashes on Fridays the 13th this decade is 
almost exactly the average for any other day of the 
year. Happy landings. 
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JON WINTER 

Water wheels 

Jon Winter takes a bumpy ride into tranquillity along the Oxford Canal 


Cycle-related events are taking place 
all over Britain. Today in 
Binningliam, for example, the Push 
Bikes organisation will be offering' 
advice and can help you test-ride a 
recumbent bicycle in Victoria ■ 
Square, between 10am and 3 .30pm; • 
0121-632 6753 for more 
information. . - 

Oa Tuesday evening m London, a 
“Rebels and Radicals of the East 
End" tour promises to take cyclists 
around the former haunts of Stalin, 
Lenin and Trotsky on a kind of 
socialism proficiency test TUm up 
outside the Royal London Hospital 
on Whitechapel Road, London EL - 
at 7pm on 10 June; 0171-265 9095 ■ 
for information. 

The latest route in the National Cyde 
Network has opened unexpectedly 
early. The Hull to Harwich route 

covens 163 miles of eastern England, 

passing through Lincoln, Kings Lytrn, 
Norwich and Colchester. Maps are 
available from Sustains, the charity 
that is creating the network; call 
0117-929 0888. 

“West of the Hills” is the toughest 
of three bike routes around the 
Malvern Hills just published by the 
district council. It covers some of the 
ground where Edward Elgar cycled 
for inspiration earlier this century. 

For a free map and guide to the 
routes, call Malvern Hills tourist 
information centre on 01684 
892700. 

Two of the six best-buy bikes in a - : 
Which? survey last month were 
made in Britain: the hybrid Saracen 
Hy-way (£200) and the Raleigh M- 
Trax mountain bike (£270). The 
other four were all made in Thiwan. 


J ames Starley has had to settle for being 
Coven tiy’s second most famous resident If 
he’d been an exhibitionist like Lady Godiva 
and ridden his newly patented lightweight 
penny-farthing naked through the city’s streets, 
well, things might have turned out differently. As 
it is. Lady Godiva’s statue stands in the city cen- 
tre, and poor Mr Starley is stuck out.next to Coven- 
try's unsightly Ringway. 

It seems appropriate that two-wheel enthusiasts 
embarking on an 83-mile canal-side ride from Star- 
ley’s home town to Oxford should acknowledge the 
“father of the British bicycle industry”. So, before 
setting off, pay a brief visit to Coventry’s Road 
Transport Museum, which houses a huge collection 
of bicycles, ranging from Mr Starley's early mod- 
els through to today's hi-tech machinery. 

The journey starts just a short spin from the 
museum at the newly refurbished canal basin. Its 
careful restoration paints an encouraging, but inac- 
curate. picture of .what is to come farther along, 
where you'll have to tackle unforgiving stretches 
of rarely trodden, impossibly overgrown tow-path 
that make for a bone-shaking ride. 


Panama: "Due to the high crime 
rate visitors are advised to be on 
their guard when carrying 
documents and money. Where 
possible these should be deposited 
in hotel safes. Take care on buses 
and at bus depots. Robberies have 
occurred in downtown Panama 
City (Avenida Central shopping 
area), and tourist spots at the Plaza 
de Francis and Old Panama ruins. 
There are occasional hold-ups in 
restaurants. Visitors are advised to 
register at the British Embassy 
(269 0S66). Do not transit the 
Darien Peninsula to/ from 
Colombia” - Foreign Office. 

Peru: “Although terrorist activity- 
in Lima has dropped considerably 


Heading first north along the Coventry Canal, 
you are treated to a canal-side tour of the city’s 
once great industrial pasL Plastic bottles, empty 
beer cans and this year's hatchlings bob about on 
the reflections of great redbrick piles that wouldn't 
look out of place on a Lowry canvas. fA former 
Coventry student, Tony Wheeler, this week upset 
the locals by describing the city as a “dismal" in 
his new Lonely Planet travel guide to Britain.) 

The industrial demeanour, however, soon fades: 
duck under the M6 and make a right turn at 
Hawkesbury junction to join the Oxford Canal and 
a scene from an inland waterways holiday 
brochure. On two wheels you’ll breeze along this 
fast section, passing smiling families on gaily 
painted narrowboalsenj oyingTife limited to 4mph. 

Rugby's outer suburbs fade in and out without 
ado. The pace soon settles to a steady pedal 
through a long rural stretch where the canal's loose 
curves and unkempt, tangled margins make it seem 
more tike a river. With just the watery wildlife and 
the odd narrowboat for company, you find your- 
self beginning to share the feeling of freedom that 
inspires so many to spend their holidays putter- 


ing along Britain’s network of canals. Cyclists 
should make the most of this freedom while they 
can. Next month British Waterways plans to 
charge cyclists £12.50 for an annual adult permit 
to use the Ken net and Avon Canal towpath. set- 
ting a precedent that will be applied to all British 
Waterways canals in the near future, including the 
Coventry to Oxford towpath. 

Nature gradually gains the upper hand as the 
trail becomes an overgrown, gruelling slog for the 
last few miles into Braunston, where The Boat- 
man's canalside terrace appears like a shimmer- 
ing oasis. Built on the busy junction where the 
Grand Union Canal joins the Oxford Canal, it 
makes a perfect place to rehydrate and refuel in 
the company of other canal travellers. 

Then on to Napton Flight and the first and only 
real incline on the ride, as the canal climbs 50 feet 
through a staircase of nine locks to its highest point 
(380 feet above sea level) before meandering 
wildly at this elevation for 12 miles across an area 
of Oxfordshire that a crow would fly only five to 
cover. CVclists. however, soon gain the psycholog- 
ical edge as they pass Claydon Flight, from where 


it’s downhill all the way to Oxford (though the canal 
drops just 180 feet id 40 miles.) 

At Cropredy, the route tags alongside the River 
Cherwell confirming the style of canal engineer 
James Brindley, whose hallmark became canals 
that follow the natural contours of the land. Brind- 
ley steers this course pretty much all the way into 
Oxford, leading you through some charming vil- 
lages in the rolling hills of Oxfordshire's Cotswolds. 

Approaching two-thirds of the distance, saddle- 
sore cyclists should take advantage when civilisa- 
tion reappears in Banbury (“ugly” is Mr Wheeler’s 
one-word description), before making the last big 
push. 

With a bit of luck, and not too many punctures, 
daylight will be just fading as you make your final 
approach into Oxford. These last few miles of tow- 
path are mercifully smooth and you can sense that 
you are nearing the city limits by an increasing pop- 
ulation of new-age barge dwellers lining the canal 
banks. It looks an attractive lifestyle, made all the 
more appealing by an overwhelming desire to 
climb out of the saddle and rest your weary legs. 

The enrire S3 miles of towpath make an absorb- 


ing but fairly tough day’s pedalling, perhaps more 
manageable if split up with an overnight stop at 
Banbury. Choice of wheels is also a consideration t 
if you plan to cycle the whole route. The chunky 
tyres and general robustness of a mountain bike • 
can prove useful through the hard-going terrain. 

It however, you stick to the smooth, well-used sec- 
tions through towns and villages, then any old bike 
will be adequate, although 1 wouldn’t fancy my— 
chances on one of Mr Starley’s old clunkers. 

A note on safety: Cycle helmets are advised as there 
are countless little brick bridges whose geometry is 
such that one lapse in concentration when ducking 
under them will leave you floating unconscious in 
the canal Also, those wearing shorts must avoid 
encroaching nettles, although relief for slings can - 
be found on the move by steering through the clumps 
of giant dock leaves that also line the towpath. 

A Coventry to Oxford Canal map is available from - 
Geo Projects (01734 393 567). 

Further information from British Waterways on 
01788 S90 666 



Trouble spots Latin America 


something 
to declare 


in the last several years, the car 
bomb that exploded at the 
municipal offices in At e-Vi r arte on 
15 May 15 demonstrates the still 
very real danger of terrorist 
attacks in Lima. Virtually all 
bombings in recent years have 


occurred in the evening and early 
morning hours. The most popular 
targets have been banks, post 
offices, public utilities. Peruvian 
government offices, and rhe homes 
of Peruvian government 
employees. Two embassies, one 
hotel and one multinational 
corporation have been bombed in 
the last three years. Selective 
assassinations have been carried 
out against police officers and 
public officials, particularly in the 
poorer communities around Lima" 
- US State Department. 

Argentina: “There has been an 


increase in thefts and robberies, 
sometimes involving violence. In 
Buenos Aires the most frequent 
problems involve bag-snatching 
and armed robberies in the street, 
in taxis and restaurants. 

Be alert at all times: con-men 
have frequently robbed tourists 
while an accomplice pretends to 
help remove ketchup or mustard 
which has been ‘accidentally’ 
sprayed on them” - Foreign 
Office. 

Guatemala; “Three highway- 
bandits died after being lynched by 
villagers in the western 


department of Huehuetenango. It 
was the latest in numerous 
incidents in the past IS months in 
both Guatemala and Mexico in 
which citizens frustrated with 
inefficient and corrupt judicial 
systems have taken the law into 
their own hands” - AP. 

Colombia: “The Colombian 
government has conceded for the 
first time that its security forces 
may have links with paramilitaiy 
groups. The government said it 
had lost control over large parts of 
its forces in areas where there was 
intense guerrilla and paramilitary 
activity. The government also said 
it agreed with US estimates that 
250.000 soldiers and police offices 


could be involved in human rights 
abuses" - BBC World Service. 

Ecuador: “Ecuador has placed the 
Galapagos Islands under a state of 
emergency to prevent the nature 
reserve from losing its special 
United Nations status due to 
environmental deterioration. The 
measure seeks to limit human 
migration and the spread of alien 
species to the islands and preserve 
their environmental balance" - AP. 

For Foreign Office advice, contact 
the Travel Advice Unit by 
telephoning 01 71-238 4503 or 4504. 
or jdx 0171-238 4545; on the 
Internet, at http:!i\v \\ n fco.gov.uk . or 
on BBC-2 Ctvfax . from page 470 


Rio prize 

Gremlins struck our 
competition for two to 
win a week in BraziL If 
you have answers for 
the three questions, 
send them on a post- 
card to Rio/Indie Com- 
petition. Journey Latin 
America, 16 Devon- 
shire Road, London 
W4 2 HD. There are no 
more questions. Ws 
have extended the 
deadline for entries 
until Thursday June 
12. Our apologies for 
the mix-up. 


Visitors’ book 


Olive's Guest House, 
Atkinson, Dominica, West 
indies (001 809 445 
7521); £7.50 per person 
per night, plus meals 

Every day is the most 
wonderful day I've ever had 
... and then tomorrow starts 
and is more wonderful still - 
A ate Sturgess, Oxfordshire 

Olive is the best cook on the 
island, and the best herbalist 
- Sissy Hiesmayr, Vienna 

The Garden of Eden, the 
food, the view and the 
knowledge of the island were 
greatly appreciated. PS: if 
ever in Canada, my home is 
your home - ErroU Hind, 
Calgary 



Forfait: bcl emplacements, 
bon repos, bonne discussion - 
Nod Lever. Grenoble. France 


Petit Coulibri Guest 
Cottages, Dominica (001 
809 446 3150); £4Q-£70 
per person/night, plus meals 

From all the stresses of fife 
in London to this haven of 
peace and tranquillity - 
Barbara Hill Greenwich 

We are as sorry-as-a- 
peacock-who-can’t-get-h is- 
rail-up to leave - Christina 
and Paul Seattle 

You have perfected the art 
of innkeeping. We appreciate 
all you've done for visitors to 
this tropical Scotland - Phil 
& Holly Pharmcr, Michigan 

FawlN Towers this is not! - 
Naomi & Dave Lee. Ontario 

Thanks for the most 
grooviest holiday I have ever 
had - Debs, London 


Bargain of the week 


Sir Freddie Laker will fly you 
from Gatwick to Miami for 
£99 each way. plus tax. This 
is only £17 more than the 
fere charged by Laker 
Airways, mark one. 15 years 
ago. TTtc catches: tax totals 
£31 and a weekend 
supplement of £20 each -way 


applies, so you could end up 
paying £269 for the return 
trip. Book on 01293 789000; 
all travel must be completed 
by the end of June. A review 
of the service will appear in 
the travel pages of The 
Independeru tabloid next 
Wednesday, 1 1 June. 
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a plan, a canal 


in 2S*wtenvJiS^S rt - anC S Was 5041611 one *y 
gle 0 f W h V T Nunez dc W a strag- 

Se Atfc3?2SlI ,to ° n u - 7 ’ da ? march fr ‘^ 

Kft . J'jT across to ihc Pacific He was 
the thri] e i Bm?h y aflerwards ’ whic h diminished 
est distance h^ J ° Urn ?' pin P° inled lhc sh on- 

oce^f anrt P^^ CC k lhe Allantic and 

u2?S!S® na teGune the world’s short cut. 
sh inmem S r^? S # ni e ;. the lslhm “s was the tran- 
ffi a Cm :r e !? r - 1 al1 ,he richcs of Peru and 
WofTh A and Sll u er wcre hau,ed acre® the 
But h was'ih^!!!^^ 5 ^ mU,e IO wai, ' n S §^H c ons. 
c rea l rt ?h h gr ? w ™Z prosperity or the US that 
treated the canal. For much of the Wth cemuiy. 

from . the . US eastern seaboard to the 
„ ' oa ^| rc^uirea a long and dangerous voy- 
age around Cape Horn or a messy boat-and-rail 
journey across Central America, the l ran scon ti- 
nentai railways helped, but the growth in world 
trade made it imperative to link the Pacific to the 
Atlantic. 

The first attempt, a grand pro jet orchestrated 
oy rerdmana de Lesseps - the man who built the 
Suez canal - cost 22.00U lives and ended in fail- 
ure. American engineers took over the project. 
1 nev realised that the key was to eradicate 
malaria along the course of the canal, so that Chi- 
nese. Indian and African labourers imported for 
the task would live long enough for it to be com- 
pleted. They did. and it was, in 1914. 

The “Big Ditch" also constitutes a link between 
two worlds - with all the terrifying power ihar rep- 
resents. So the US felt obliged to appropriate the 
territory through which ti passes. But 12 hours 
before 1 January. 2000, it will be handed back 
lock, slock and reservoir to the people of Panama. 

Let's hope they continue to reap its touristic 
as well as strategic potential. I have traversed 
Panama twice, each time along the Trans-Isthmian 
Highway (try saying that after half a dozen bot- 
tles of Soberana, the strong local beer that leaves 
you far from sober) which parallels the canal and 
gives access to the locks - themselves symphonies 
of engineering, harmoniously ushering ships 
across a continent. 

Canal-watching is a spectator sport at Miraflo- 
res, the first set of locks after Panama City. From 


Panama was the 
engineering 
miracle that 
changed the 
world by 
dividing a 
continent. By 
Simon Calder 


a grandstand, you watch the painful process of 
guiding a freighter through a lock only just large 
enough to hold it. The work is done by "mules”, 
tiny railway locomotives that resemble escapees 
from a child's train set as they struggle to 
manoeuvre the ship towering above them. 

While this spectacle unfolds, a tour guide bom- 
bards you with figures. In its 83 years of exis- 
tence. the canal has carried 80.000 vessels. Fees 
are calculated according to displacement; hence 
the lowest was 36 cents, paid in 1928 by a lone 
swimmer who successfully paddled from one 
ocean to the other. Today the average ship pays 
$30,000 for what is described as a "quality tran- 
sit service”. 

The canal is strung out between two of Cen- 
tral America’s most atmospheric cities. Now this 
is a region where "atmospheric” is often used as 
a euphemism, and such is the case with Balboa 
and Colon - respectively Pacific and Caribbean 
termini of the canal Colon is a creaky old place 
where worn-out or bumt-out buildings are out- 
numbered only by curious characters; this is not 
a city for amateurs. 

Just along the coast, though, the town of Por- 
tobelo is a collection of colonial ruins in an 
improbably beautiful location. For a century or 
two, the natural harbour at Portobelo - where 
Columbus’s ship once sheltered - was about the 
richest place in the world. Nowadays, it is a beau- 
tiful and calm haven. The warehouses were 
abandoned long ago. and the jungle is creeping 
up on the ruins. Portobelo these days trades only 
in lazy ambience. 

In utter contrast, Balboa has the feel of an afflu- 
ent American suburb - basically because that’s 



The world’s short cut - in the 83 years of its existence, the Panama Canal has carried 80,000 vessels 


PHUTUOKAPH: FRANK SPOuNER 


what it is. The capital of the Panama Canal is pure 
small town US - full of neatly cropped lawns, gum- 
chewing all -American kids and scowling G Is. They 
are guarding an investment that reverts to its nat- 
ural parent at noon on 31 December 1999, but 
until then generates a million dollars a day in tolls. 

The Bridge of the Americas, carrying the Pan- 
American Highway, frames the mighty ships 
that jostle for the front of the queue through to 
the Atlantic, and marks a suitably grand entrance 
to the Pacific for vessels completing the south- 
bound transit. This is truly one of the nodes of 
the world. Even if you stay on dry land, canals are 
excellent means to an end. And Panama, in all 
its jaw-dropping glory, is the finest means, with 
the finest ends, of them all. 



lOmfles 


Panama particulars 


Getting: there: there 3ie no direct flights between the UK 
and Panama City. South American Experience (0171-976 
5511) has flights on Cubana via Havana for £501; Avianca 
via Bogota for £531; or on Iberia via Madrid for £1 more. 

' All these fares include tax. 


Further information: British passport holders do not 
• retjuire visas. Limited tourist information is available 
from .the Consulate-General of Panama at Panama 
Housed 40 Hertford Street, 
f- London W1Y 7TG (0171-409 2255). 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


travel • uk 


FAX; 0171 293 2505 


Activity Holidays 


V' 


Rff-DBWl 


LEARN TO SWIM 

Over 12.000 Successes 

FREEPHONE 

0800 281 372 

For FREE Cofotir Brochure 


Manor Adventure 

Family and children's activity 
holidays, quality en suite 
accommodation, meals and 
6 full days of activities for 
only £175. Over 35 activities. 
Qualified instructors. 
8000 satisfied clients pa- 

01584 861333 

(office htms> 



Swim Inns 

HAVE NEVER FAILED TO 
TEACH AN ADULT TO SWIM 

01352 780503 

{NR CHESTER) FOR BROCHURE 


On y<Htr Bike 4a 
■fldveaturei 


3nrt gw: oO-nad taring hcUays 
In Morocco, SpaJn, Tutoy A Pwu, 

Us tal Many of car pea emoms 
m <* wTHnp trtp ut> 

or 722 7*17232*, 


DtaawMwrUuUdJ 



TOY SOMETHING 
NEW... Culture and 
civilised camping - a ' 

FIESTA of the creative aits with 
childcare - FOR FAMILIES July 
25th - Aug 10th. Holidays from 5-17 
days in a beautiful part of Devon. 
For a brochure ring 01548 82X388 
or write to Campus, FREEPOST, 


1 


} or write to Campus, FREEPUM, ^/> 
l Tomes TQ9 7NQ- /orf J 

GLIDING HOLIDAYS 



Aim bob liable 
«Un« Dv> and nial 

GUT VOOCHKES AVAILABLE 


For brochure call 

LONDON GLIDING CLUB 
TricgEoad, Dunstable, 
Beds LU6 JSJP 

Tet 01582 663419 

BwmKRttfififfm. I 


"”* FQUC ***$*!*?£& 1 purport Parking"! 

or**SSw*For Bros* I 0144 ** 


UP to 100 days Secure 

parting 01B1 B13 8130 



~ufj£f Cl'**** 

99 


+\sr 

(Et&33) 

SSgsfe— 

Scotend Ncrwcri 

& 






• tuofoniHwMna 

f NEW best e*er Import • 

• hot <*f 4* !*«*■ • 

• gefy- phone ntmi • 



muohtfulfampwusebja 


-.an ri»T~ — 

01847 433535 tof 


CEP TT 


Special Interest Holidays 


LANDSCAPE PAINTING course. 
Pembrokeshire July 12-19, full 
bowl wtth tutttoo. 075. Acorn 
AcMflss 01432 930083. 


| Holidays Afloat UK 


BRITAIN'S BEST Self Drill* Narrow- 
boa Mondays. Widest chotce. 
Begknrtere very welcome. TW 
01905728825. 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey; 
Hants. Lux boots. (01256) 703081. 


AWARD WmiONG NARROW- 
BOATS from 4 axe Merit bases, 
tourist bowl graded. Short 
breaks and longer. Broch tsl 
(0121) 44S2S09 


CRUISE AHD EXPLORE the West 
Country, Bitnany. 8dH&* and 
Ctnd ta In KXMt danlc Katuh. 
Fhw food, eocntoruble acoom. 
good companyl ProL era*. No 
tup. nee. All welcome. 01B03 
834800 


Cotswolds 


SPECIAL 0FFERI 

at 3 Star 

Kt^s lead IMel, Cteaceskr 

3 Nights min. DB&B 
£33pppn. until end of June 

AAAward Winning Restaurant 
Tel 


SHAKESPEARE 
COUNTRY SPECIAL 

Enjoy a break at our 
Cotswold Manor House In 
the vSage of Long 
Crompton. Super home 
cooking. Afl rooms en suite. 
2nts £75 DB&B 3nts £100 
DB&B W/snd Special £87 
01 608 684218 


| East Anglia 


BUTTERFLY HOTELS 

Whv nr* spend 3 wlriud 

EAST ANGLIA 
M BOry Si UaaaA. 

CaUxAB ljw« 
fm i b oroeifa. BiwnlK H»4.4»,4Tn 

■of ■■ IW*r <* iw Hurh M fjdi 
lli id >m »« Dnd oB rfir nMkm 
1^-flSi r. ndfl'" iraidlri *» J 

hm> ifjiUpnJl NrtWiS unf. 

Ftt hpuJiiur jbd miifliuim cjm 
CcinrA Odhf 

Tdi'012Si 705600 

sunornr mnn» sming 

EAST ANkTUA 


AMAZING VALUE East AngOa eot- 
1 B 8 T colour bradwra. 9m 

Wj (0173® T02265, 


.JiSLt' 




:$t>on't forget 
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%The Independent 
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Devon & Cornwall 


THE SPORT & CRAFT MANOR 


COUNTHr HOUSE HOTELS - Supwl) niewi, food and servfcs. 
Spaciens, cBrafortabls Isbbbbs, patios - 211 acras. 
UNIQUE CRAFT CENTRE - Full Tsffisn - Pottery. Candles. 
Glass Eagravtof, Enaowlfing, Matfog, Pictsre Franteg. 

/ HEATED Indoor Poets. Sanaa, Badminton, 
Snootar, AnSery; Best*, Tearta- ALL FHS. 
OUTDOOR Bmrts, Itais, Watts - ALL FHS. 
Ufatereports, Rack A Abseil, Cradle. 
\FRK GOLF iw 2 x IS Hole Loag Courses + 
'18 Hole PAR 3. Driving Range. Golf Can. 


GOLF 


GOLF 


GOLF 


LAST MMUTE VACANCIES JUNE4UU. Cfefld ft Party Disc. 
NND AUG - 4 18s £198/E225;7tttlE31 9/379 -RILL BOARD 
HD SOT. 4 Ms Kdwk £162/174; 3 Ms £138/145 - OBB 


MANOR HOUSE & ASHBURY HOTELS, W. DEVON 
FREE VIDEO r COLOUR BROCHURE • 01837 53053 


The Palace Hotel 


Torquay TQ1 3TG 

Privately owned 
hotel, beauti- 



fully Bet in 25 
acres of grounds 
leading to 
Anstey's Gove. 
The unrivalled 
leisure facilities 
include: Nine 
bole golf course, 
indoor and 

outdoor tennis 


courts end sw imming pools. An exceptionally high 
standard of service ana excellent cuisine awaits! 


3 night breaks available from £150.00 pp DBB. 
Can only be booked up to eight weeks in advance. 
Telephone: 01803 200200 




(OIT.U.H 

HOLIDAYS 


In bewfitt 

aabUetoar/ T^, 
toMB. (/ 
StfoKisdaflea 
bgfaiTaurei 
Bom RfsMaid 



SIDMOUTH 

Peace and qutei in a DeautiM 
family iun Georgian hotel. 
Lowly gardens Sid views. 
Exceflent food En suite rooms; 
col TV. wafccflee fataEBes. 
DBAS from £244*265 pAe 
£40 per day 

SJdmourrt Hotel 01395 513432 



DEVON CONNECTION. Linuy 
gams. pooL teW MSM9M9M 
CORNISH WELCOME COTTAOES. 
Hot otflhe press new 1997 best 
guw colour brochure. Phone 
BOWlI 0175*702201 
CORNWALL AMD DEVON 300 COL 
roes tnreughouL (01762) 
280711. 


Lovely houses and apartments 
DBVOmORSET BORDER 
coast or courtry 


* hr Fm Ootacr Bnctn * 

ullflJCBERE HOLIDAYS 
01297 22925 
i« FnStnt Scan Omh EXiZOA 
Turd Boon ftspedHT 


A FWW SELECTION of Couaflea on 
bom coasts at Cornwall and on 
ScSy.BroctustramComlBhTra< 
dWonWCottaeas. (01209) 87255* 
7 day personal awvlce Sant-9pm. 


FREE COLOUR GUIDE to the 600 
pest nba cottages In Devon 

(01271) 76322. 


FOWEY/POliniAN. Charmlno 

vratMWda cottogas. Sup«b views. 
Central Hosting. Otaghfes swfi- 
SbJfi. Pels MteMM. 01579 
944697 


LUXURY FLAT. Stoop® 5. One mHe 
Mfc-W 01548 6609*4 


CORNISH COUNTRY MANOR. 
Enchanting Tamar VaSey. Area of 
OuBtsnWg Natural Beauty. 
Country lovers rotroaLSummer 
brtc £99 3nts DBiB. 01822 
63244S 


DEVON. Converted bam, with log 
burner, on baaidtfut 15C fann bi 
peaceful valley. Dates stU ava3- 
abie. Stpa M. Tat 01605*04371- 


THIS WEEK (B-13 June). Cornish 
oatwaa down a country lane 
toanung wifii wOdflowen. UMgn. 
sianitsRt threugheuL 3 bed. anen 
aLc. Atop mutant 29 Aug. M 
detsto Was 01S03Z2K2S. 


SLAPTON Comt cottege. parking. 
»tpe 4. 01752 338713. 


Dorset 


ftprfggfftft IfrtA 

Fgipaartuus ^gsiirc C"re|fix l 


Each room wtthwHrttta bathroom end WWNec.eoksv'TV 
ate. Criotca of sopaib rasmants and bnNW baanOU 
beachas and sat In Mwkaia counnyalde 
Bargain BfMfcs and CBkMM 1 Nraefuuw AnBnbte. 

/lie OJPorbeek, Wartkom, Dorset, BH30 SAL 


PEACEFUL, SECLUDED Cottage 
«40i gdn near Crowkema. Steeps 
5. Ft £200 pw IW (0171) 237 6281 


BEAWNSTER. Stone emtaga WUi 
pretty ganten. Steeps 4/7. Sse 8 
miles. ETB 2 keys approved. 
£250-C900 (ml01B1 852 0633 


Ireland 


C9TT&GE BOUUn 


eiBBag Ma asogs UBrs b CDL 
tor v raw™* team Dr cdxer 
flb0LDo«9N 

n npd taTMXHMpnas iron 
£220 firstm of Zeis bain 

-■ 01756 702241 


IRISH COUNTRY HoHdeya - the 
premier choice. Over 300 Imfivld- 
unlnmngne ranXm iass li nte ls 
UShannon Cruising and Gypsy 
Caravans sU to the Highest stan- 
dards. Many welco m e pets. 
Phone 01 502 GBO 688 £» hourt) 


SHAMROCK Cessnas, 288 sated 
IncMduai ooBages In superb hica- 
lions. Disc Fires. AITO. Col Bro 
01 923 681 060 
CASHEL HOUSE HOTEL, Con- 
nemara- Co. Oetway. Elegant 
oasis by the sea. Tbh 
OQ3S3 ^31001. FSk 31077 
WEST CORK tsstnhousB la ML 
sleeps 6+. on the waters edge; 
003531 2838ZB2 
MAYO. Old Head. Lortsburg. 3 
badfin bourn, sips 6. Ouertooidng 
sea & Blue Flag beach. Recently 
refurbished. Beautiful location. 
Qon.0aNng.TaL (0161)4317741. 
LOUISBURGH, COLMAYO 3 Bed 
lunay bisigaion supert e« vte* 
All mod cons. golf. Ashing, 
h o naridl n o nearby. TeCFax 00353 
64 35636 or 00353 88 6S01 TZ. 


Isle of Wight 


BOURNE 

HAIL» 

SHAJVKLIN 

SapcfMy BteMtd fa 3 aw peewte 

Esscf feat odsiac^ritr Oeeosed 

lapliliMiMiaSaBaJMnl 

• Orerts nr. AT- betUdM* 

• JUNE SPECIALS 

*S2Sr-Q, fou'tBS? 

CAIFEWV 


f JUNE SPECIALS 


3 NIGHTS FROM £99 

Bed. kresUan seri nretes aol 

Larpr tcafront bead. csK nauu nem, 

iO(Vkv pooJ.pcazo. imira- 

* FREE CAB FERRY * 


Seafront. Smdown. I<le rf Wjght 

Tel: 01983 406655 

SIGHTS JULY 
< from uar > 


The Lake District 


AA** Rosette RAC *■* ETB **«•• Conunendai 

THE BUCK SWM HOTEL 

of Ravenstoaedale 

Ponder the thought or packing a suitcase, turning your 
back on life's day to day routine and escaping for a few 
day’s in the country, twin lakes and dales. 

For details of our special breaks - Freephone 0500 657860 
Kirk by Stephen - Cumbria CAP 4XO 


TteUSsSd 

f ELLS of Cdmrpia - 

★ SdCMe^tafctyinpalm^k 
r twilandutesbltoabom 
t hmUMwirthh Besott x 

A Prmr ntiAu M ito> Badm A 


Potter QU»y u the Baden. 

Daks HoHdaf Cottage ^ 

2225*79 9821 


Kent 


THE NAYLAND ROCK 
AN HOTEL N MARGATE 
Ri^it on the Beach 
TEL 018430 299992 
FAX: 01843 292666 
URL MphniHn|lindcojlt 
04ALiratidon@raytad£OiJ( 
WE KttE SffiCULOFBPSBBJW Bi 
FOR 2, 3 AND 4 DAY STATS 
FROM £24.17pjnr f^ht 


LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot ofl the prase new 
1997 best ever colour brochure. 
Phone nowll 01 758 7022DB 


HtUTHWATTE HOUffi. Wndar- 
merit, Thonbenow Road, ow- 
Uwking take. A1 rooms ensuke 
(soma with JacuzN baths) SUeL 
Bte TV, t B Hn a Wn g, Sauna, tyto 
Steam Room and haated indoor 
pool solely lor our guests' use. 


atjjjhts. Sows dinner aSB 


.VAT only egg, Soights only 
£130. Brochure; 01S3M 43836 
RATHER SPECIAL COTTAOES for 
twin a secret comer at Southern 
UMnd.'MMBttl 36475 
CUMBRIAN COTTAOES ZOO take- 
land cottases. ETB inspected. 
Short breaks & lata discounts. 
TtfephODK B1228 599060 


Norfolk 


NORFOLK BROADS Fakytala cot- 
tage in picturaequo aactutM 
iacatkm. Only peacocka & kqtdi- 
rets tor neighbours. Avan 
w»Wy/mid-weeWtor»fl wjmds. 
01603 784061. 


NewFbrest 


aa- THE BALMER LAWN HOTEL rac 

COUNTRY HOUSE STYLE AND ELEGANCE 
Daunt; from mid ISXiS (M-ertuokins the ctk'Ui 


green and undtsnirivd Nw Rstsa ss 
pretty enrobe roonui uith ndour TV ii,-. 

Tiadilinnal oiMhe with IW-Ji kval produev 
LELSLTJZ CENTRE - induix 'Tuition hnrnJ 
paoK Tennis. Sqm.di Sfu Bjlh. Sjure, 

0»in EXCELLENT VAU-P 
Suo-Umre - 4 NT5 FC» PRICE OF 3 «40 WBB. *180 PPDBB. 
Quote IN 97 Brockenhmrsi 01590 623116 



Suffolk 


Northumbria 


COAST AND COUNTRY COT- 
TAGES- Free Colour Brochure: 
NCCC LTD Aliwnouth, Norttll’d. 
Tel: 01685 83090 2/B307B3 
P4Hrs). 

SUPERB ootteges. Northumbria. 
York Delas. Lakes, Peaks. Sykes 
Coaaoas 01244 34570a 


Scotland 


ELF C-iTERlNG^ 


i -CONSULT THE EXPERTS' 
Over 3.000 self-catering 
properties m alt areas 
from luxury bouses to 
_____ N croft cottages. 

Write or pbone 
for brochure: 



Frederick Si 
mbush EH2 2JR 


SCOTLAND'S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot oft tha press new 
1997 best ever colour brochure. 
Phone now!! 017S6 702213 


The Peak District 


•PEAK COTTAGES’ OuaBty S/C 
eccom. In Derbyshire Deles and 
Peaha Brochtse 01142 620777 


. v Don't forget 
? lo mention V. 
The Independent 
when replying to : 
~‘K adverts L‘. 


Scotland 


COTTAGES AND HOUSES ow 180 
hi South Scotland. For hdt colour 
brochure call G M Thomson A Co 
(01558)604030. 

S.W SCOTLAND 6 Lux Cottages 
peocatte courtyaitl setltag. Indoor 
pool, mountain bftes. good fish- 
ing, goK. walking col brochure 
01848330776 

HOPE COTTAGE. Dumfriesshire. 
Sips 6. Large garden. STB s 
highly commended. AvaB 


ALDEBUROH FESTIVAL- Deightful 
cottege 6 garden Ctesa to Snape. 
Steeps 5. Tok 01726 686134. 


Sussex 


SEDLESCOIIBE. Brickwafl Hotel, 
BeRia Tudor Manor. Summer 
brte. Hem pool. 2 nights £102 pp 
oe&a 3id nl accnm tree, pay £30 
only lor dinner S breakfast- RAC 
restaurant award 91-96. 01424 
870253 


Wales 


A tojprib Miecbpn ft quality 
character cotta pc* m the 
PUnbroLeshire Coast National 
Park. All properties furnished 
to the highest standards. 
rtuHH? now tor nrs ivIpurHivhuro 

01239-881397£^ 


weeks of 1217. 16/8. 3016 01848 
500B2B 

ULLAPOOL 2 bed cottage over 
looking harbotn. Vacant 5 to 19 
July. IW 81854 8t»39. 


c 


EXCLUSIVE 
Short Breaks 
In Edinburgh 



Stay in one of our spacious, 
dramatic and Irig/t/y inditndual 
suites for an unforgettable visit to 
Europe's most /(urinating rity. 

A short walk from Princes 
Street, tue're unriiui easy reach of Edinburgh 's 
historic Royal Mile, fine theatres, art galleries, 
restaurants and bars. 

Special value short breaks are ainilable for 
a limited period - so book mud 


These exclusive breaks begin 
from only £525 per couple. 

Book now by calling - 

0131 226 3380 




RESIDENCE 


2lu4 


SEEING IS BELIEVING 
7 Rothesay Terracv, Edinburgh EH3 TRY 

"tobictt ia jyjtbhrtir 


SUMMER IN SNOWDONIA! 
01690 710534 


nrerodr 


KOllV 

sctdqp 

privitfcir . _ 

htflonwlTcuqujced 

magrtndn roart Tiro smu4es own 

Ion tnUc ud reSvo^ 

HKNLLYS HOTEL 
THE OLD COURTHOUSE 
BETffS Y COED 


SNOWDONIA COASTUNE. Lleyn 
pennlnswta. Coastal and country 
conaoss and farmhouse*. Mefyn 
HoikteyB 81758 720634 
566 COTTAC ES/FAR UH 0USE8 
throughout Wrte* ail Tourist 
Board Grafted. Wales HoHdays - 
01688625887 

GOWER idyllic i7C farmhouse, 
saa’countiy. ftahing/riding, 
ensuke. BB 6 EM £27 Be. bar 
AAiRAC Broch 01268 595640. 
PEMBROKESHIRE cottage. Water- 
way view. Inn nearby- Brochure 
TeL (01437) S3248S any tfcne. 
GOWER COAST - 100‘s of catteoea, 
BAB'S. Hotete. Bric 0800 821811 
ANGLESEY AND SNOWDONIA 
Mena! HoBdey Cottegse tar Hk 
Brochure 01246 717135 
BRECON BEACONS. Ovsr 106 Wc 
c ottages some sleep upto 30. 
Many toss than E250 per week 
Wgh GeasotL Td 01874 676446 
BRUX1AHT BREAKS - We hoMs, 
B&B’b. Cottages. Farmhouses, 
Caravans. Mid A West Coast 
Wales. Freephooe booMngs 0800 
ZT 3747 

PEMBROKESHIRE NEWPORT 
Romantic cottage by mm vacan- 
cies throughout season. 0171 
9039B19 

SNOWDONIA Nrt Part, Beta. Period 
cottage. Ff £200 pw. Steeps 4/8. 
For BrodWB Tel: 01341 450238 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


YORKSHIRE. DALES, Moors, 
coast P6Ak & Lake District Over 
200 6/0 cottages. Hiua. Brochure 
HoWay Cottagra YwteHre. Wdte 
SL Sldp ton. BD23 1PB. (01756) 
700872. 

COTTAGES Yorkshire kid. Wfc. 
Colour Brochure DIME G07ESL 

YORK OVER 25% OFF. Hewprth 
Court Hotel. Brochure 01904 
425156 

WHITBY Begem Georgian Larpool 
HaB in owm grounds overlooking 
Esk Valley, AA Rosalie cuisine. 
guts 0 66 CS4S5ppfpn Q1947 
602737 

SUPERB cottages Yoric* Dates. 
Norttunbrta. Lakes. Peaks. Sykes 
Cottagee 81244 34S780. 

HAWES, WBOLEYDALE. 40 Court, 
tty Cottages. Pete wetcome. 
Brochure 01969 667 £54 

NTH YORKS MOORS. Fim hse , 
BipS UP to 10/14. VftCARt Jun/mW 
Jul S Sept onwards. Tel 01751 
460380. 


U 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


overseas 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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USA & CANAD 

basts Gaast&loi^ 







PRIME FALL | 
COLOUR DATES j 
AVAILABLE !'| 


— - — •uuvw.-uuiAujm] lorestr istortn Ao^ica's 
Sioiy &nEEiy ®^scwered by the casual visSton Utan's iinrivalied 20 vearfs experience 

SSiCE. 6 ^)!] cniiidy differ quality 

^ *^0® sure fliat when we vidt New Yockdty you wiQ strata. hold in midtown 

c*mAC*t\tn \ SUC ^ s ^ Ayenue > Rockefeller Centre, Central Park, Tones Square, 
n«»r Mnsic Hall azeaU Dtexalfy within SrollHig distance. Tbe cfifiference is 

the detail - neser more evident than in &e Eaa, when we invite you to visit America’s *56061 garden'. 

— J^ffiTE fflEXn&VAGANZA" 15 daws from £995* 

•Umd the Freedom itaadta^^^* 1 ♦^^InteafesaadhBsofNwpon. ♦Jonrn^Unui^i die heartland rf New 

K&bSKST 1 »£*&**+*** 

_ . , NEW ENGLAND HGHUGHT5 - 10 days ton £875* 

enipraDthr^Rir ° *?f*? r ? ,on otBawnUMientj* ♦ Indnded viste md admissions to ite 

S^. iP - - dayafallocataBavCanbodgeL rtmaink: iffleto* ranriati of 

♦tow flfBosoBwtdi ample foe to make Mystic Seaport and Stmtadges ifth 
foarovn dbcotedes. ^jmryTOriaBgviBa^ common^ 



"gpedal Interest Holiday^ 


r '-b' •• *,-/ 

mm* 


LOT. Owners otter quality farro- 
houass, some with pools. Sleep- 
ing 2/12- Cl 4041500 (01544) 
328455. 

cycling for SOFTIES meats 


LOWER NORMANDY Farmhouse 
rural selling, sonic rim. Stoops 
44. Phontolax 01 983 822664 


nquMto menus, gullly hotels 
and a unique view of rural France 
from a bteyde. Agent ATOL 608. 
TeL (0161) 249 5134. 

BRITTANY COLLECTION 4 atone 
cottages. 01548 560964 

DORDOGNE Vidas with private 
pools from £325 weakly. Sunae- 
leet Vtaas. 0161 70T B494. Broeh. 
ABTAV727B 


Aftordabto Franc*. Urn terns » m. 
homes on 4 War sites with pool. 
Juty/Aug aval Select France 
01 B65 331 350 AfTO 


COTE D’AZUR. Cane Vila GikLApL 
2 bdrms. dps 8. pool. 2S% cfiac. 
Aval 14 Jim. artefi owners (find 
0033403389281. 


CyctoTbialng In Brittany from £190 
per week. Bieton antes 01579 


•Mow the trail of the greses 
cmxaaxmkm of Maple Gms in 
Nodi America. 

• Expbraiion of the Eastern Th wmMjm 

iflclndfeg North HaflttMaajtABStfo, 
Baton. Koowtaw and tfcebfefcr fakesWe 
ifflages of Lake llegandc. 


MAPLE LEAF TRAIL PLUS NIAGARA BALLS - 11 days ton £945* 


♦ IfaieiQwqilnmlh* p far mlne wmtfmn 

of Quebec Oj; vriA to otd walls and 
osdajfingJnmUe of cobbled streets 
and Jeaft spares. 

♦ TgPfllfflfclna hmtri fSK cpnfral 

%rouo hold ntii a visa to 

hrerfnakfag Najara Falls. 


♦ A ssy from ii all say in the Laarentians 
a the beamSd resort of Same Adde. 
•Jamoqi dots the snmnim Oodentt 

coaaHne wm m tudodeo wtede 
watthtog awe in the Sl lanrenoe 
Rn 


Our Service Makes a World of Difference! 


1 >itoi)«kitodMijbdtarbM|ilBniM fl17Q7 7RflflQQ 
m M bar fandom bstfioe or ratrn to cssrpiebd aapai Wow. UllUl /OUUOw 


il» 
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I OFHCE OPENING HOURS 
I Madiy to Friday 9am-7jw 


An wutBA {Ptese send W»lTSonTin^loii«^lbui« - ^i«sB 5*j »“** 

BumsHAHBWs j Eatem 6 arava 3 areaQNge&g lc rdBgWgteQ Maple La^ Trad □ 

USA Q Canada □AusBdasaQSouli Altai □ThalandQBropaQ Guise 4 Tour Q 
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ftan -Tjaa 'Address 

__Jam-Spm | Ftetcoda. 

-A38aB^W i TOan Dael Ud., KTous Housa, 26^0 HohmOwpe Aamnua,RetW, SurojtRHI ZNL 


LOIRE CHI NON Wjfflc rtvereWi cot- 
tages. For 2-1C. Got! and ridBng 
weeks atea pass. 01 737 81 9872. 

CABANON PROVENCAL nrcharm- 
ingvStaga. AD mod cone. Sips 4 + 
swi mmin g pooL 2000FF prr. 
Phone 0033 494708625 (svs). 

SW FRANCE. 1 W 2 Ige 3 bed, 2 bth 
houssewhh pooL Aw* 208-18/7 
8 1818 - 30/8. Tol/Fx 00 335 

DORDOGNE (NORTVQ In attraettn 
vBage near twge taka wWi beach. 
House siseps 10/13. cottage 4/7 
around cohwed co ur ty a rd with 
large garden. Many InsxpensKe 
restaurants. Tal 0181-5424097. 

FUT/DRIVE COftfflCA. Dbaa owns 
from Hanchegter / Gattwtcfc. TMor- 
made holideys to ceewaf and 
mountain apis. 8 hotels. Special 
ofler; £50pp off se 28/6 dope. For 
a brochure ring 101242) 240 310. 
VFB Holidays Ltd. AITO. ATOL 
1403. 

LANGUEDOC Ground floor of spa- 
cious stone house . garden 8 ter- 
race. Peaceful vBtaga. 10 mins 
lake. 30 ndne Med. C275-E300 
Juty-SepL Sleeps 4/8. 01B1 840 
315S 

LANGUEDOC, S^ftANCE . Peace- 
fully located nnpsnstve B&B on 
edge of vUage. Surrounded by 
Holds of sunflowers end skies. 
Views of Pyrenees and Momagne 
Noire. Nr Carcassonne. Open afl 
year. Optional hearty evening 
meaL For more detaOe phone 
01903 773342 (Eng>sh owners 

S.WLFRAMCE, nr Cognac. OeOghtfU 
manor heuae 8 separate cottages, 
suwiy gardens, tako/pool nowby. 
Sips 2-12. Colour brochuro, taL 
01392 877841 

CYCLING OR WALKING. Hotel 10 
hotel touts, wtfi luggage carried. 
Or single centre hondays. Belle 
nance. ATOL. AITO. 01892 


CYCLING 8 WALKING in undiscov- 
ered France. Grata food, friendly 
hotels, bags moved. Taf heuftro- 
tar (01606) 48888. ATFO ATOL 
2412. 


□ORDOGNE BORDERS. 4 bed- 
room farm house (steeps 7), Gar- 
den. BBQ. Lake 8 Beeches near 
by. Aug + Sept avail. Teh 01635 
27858a 


RURAL SW FRANCE Swtmmbig 
Potato 1st priea Includes charm- 
ing 17c wmhousa, which dps 9, 3 
bOis, 4 beds Tat 0033 646857486 


Okavango 

JOURS Sv C^AFARjS 


Simply the heat for 
tailored holidays In: 

BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA & MALAWI 
MOZAMBIQUE 
NAMIBIA & 
ZIMBABWE 
SOUTH AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
Tel: 0181 343 3283 
Fax: 0181 343 3287 

See oar weMIct 
blpmnnrAbniloxei 

fta Gadd House. /$£) 


Aiadia Avenue. 
London N3 2TJ 


The spedalisfs in (ravel to 

GALAPAGOS 


EsrakdQmRidBayekTsKs 

0181 747 8315 
Lmr cost fS|fats 
0181 7473108 

MdodKsteroOkz 

0161 832 1441 

un *sb tia 88 ad mo - mu MMB 


I The Nile Bike Ride 

in aid of Mencap 


The experience of a lifetime. 500km bike ride. 
Luxor-Aswan-Luxor. Cycle by day. nights on a Nile 
Cruise Boat- Fantastic sightseeing. Limited places, 
for more details call now: 0645 777779 
Or write to: Nile Bike Ride. Mencap. 
FREEPOST. London EClB lAfl. 

J> 

Blue Sky Appeal 


Rag. Ourtty No ■222371 
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DORDOGNE VALLEY BaauMil 
stone farmhouse with pool. 
TlnirnT "t **• — ‘"M *1 — r— *~ 
the Golden Trtangto near Mataevta 
Oomme. Brochure. 91548 657971. 


SKVROS HoUedc Hots In Graeco 8 
Caribbean. Over 280 comes led 
by eroellenl tutors Inta. Andrew 
Davies, Sue Townsend 8 Toyah 
WOcnx. Superb setting, friendly 
community, deL food. 0171 284 
3065- 


If ytm wish to advertise 
in this section please 
telephone the Travel 
Item on 0171 293 2222 


Greece 


Holland 




3 9 for Woys ntiuted fcmrel 


Go Dtficli jor fi>a£ 
kolk/ajf 


The train is the most 
economical way of travelling 
around Holland. Our 
brochure is full of ideas on 
where to go. So call now for 
a free copy, Information 
and/or tickets ... 

01962 773646 


ANGLO 
DUTCH 

SPORTS ato'O 

0181 289 2808 



SIMPLY 

oman 


PBaos. Corfu. Lefltas. MecanK 
bbara. Ccptaakoio, ZaJuwboi 

OmhaeumtiaBr Grok beUdayi 
avay from tkt laabutrcant- 

Prinate mttM wlthpocU. ho* b 
otd ataaga fa fcmanM rajwflr 
locations bj. Ok jw ™«f mlaad. 

0181 995 9323 

Atikvitn aou«ino 



Cevrarjamafes, rtOn with pot 
qo&fyanmm omijma r, 

JhaMo’WmdtrioghoBdoy, 

0181 995 9323 
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Russia 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 


Pick a place, 
then pick a price. 


, * * 
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j If you have a compUnt 
aKmi an item in this 
newspaper which 
; concerns inaccuracy. 

intrusion, harassment 
i or discrimination, write 
to (be editor about it. 


What better time to experience the splendours 
of Russia than now. Especially with our bargain 
city breaks starting at just £305. Alternatively, 
you may wish to take a special twin centre 
dty break to IVjo«:ow and St Petersburg, 
or an art and culture tour from £6$5. 

This year, make your ordinary holiday 
extraordinary. Visit Russia with the specialist. 
Intourist Travel. Call us now for more details. 


j| If you’re still dissatisfied ji 
!j you can write to the li 
I Press Complaints |! 
• Commission. j| 
an independent 
i organisation established jj 
i to uphold an editorial ' > 
i Code of Practice | 

I for the Press. i! 


1 THIS NEWSPAPER 
j ABIDES BV 
; THE PCC's DECISIONS 


Uerviers 

Bruges 

Liege 

Antwerp 

Leuven 

Ghent 


P(C 




Greek ‘ 

Islands Club 

Via hoGdqs far those wtio 
want to the aowN 

nwyieandotanfart. 
RUtDSvhWa'CBHVDNM' ~ 
Z»m.KYTH»*CCBW - 
SnnHas>SHaFaa>ALdNGS05 
For a brochure m lap t i o ne: 

01932 220477 

tepi^Vvwwvrfixo^kMbjr. 
ABTRV39S3 ATOL 448 HTO 




BREATHTAKING SCENERY and 
empty b oooho s.Dfsc ov 8r W88tai n 
Crete trom seU catering houses bi 
Mdeaway vfltages - Pure Crete 
0181 760 0879 ATOL 2757. 

CRETE, SX1ATHOS. SKOPELOS. GRECOF1LE 8 FtLOXEMA Escape 


Peraonalfeed Holidays. Pools. 
Broeh 01688 877938 ATOL 2S79 


packages. Mefnfand & unusual 
teles. Atof Alto- 01422 375999. 


Overseas Travel 


EGYPT 5f!l!iSS 


SHARM EL SHEIK 

DIVING IN THE RED SEA 


Flights & accom. ’ r .^ £199 


5 day dive pkg. 

FREE DIVE PKG TOR TOUR DIVE SllDDY 


‘>£85 


Accom. Flights & fP . ( 0970 
learn to dive pkg. 



NILE CRUISE 


£269 

7 right cruise or, boa-d a 5 * boat on full beard plus excursion; 

CflU- NOW FOR OUR NEW WORLDWIDE DIVING BROCHURE 
RISING STAR TRAVEL 

SU0171 813 1 833 

t -* J ’ CliS 5 !T riNCHLEV SO. LONDON V.V3 733 i^t» -J. . 


Now pick a number. 


I I SALISBURY SQUARE j 
! LONDON EC-IY SAP I 


LONDON MANCHESTER GLAMOW 

01715388600 0161 834 0230 0141 204 5809 



j Telephone 0171 353 1248 
!i Facsimik 0171 353 8355 J 

Tw> .-;•*•«• «ur .Svk I 

■insuk'.i hi :hc r [| 


OMB 103090 0345 303030 

0345 303030 

iv ire an appointed ctuvr / .hpn/ .t railway station 


u r o s i a r 


"l Ei Acvcrf tunii'a kemt Me. :i*_\Unt Bif Caiv i'/J s/O 


'■ Now )™ C3n -,;«-r: v:.y;: , ,v 


•Muftrrefe Travel. Uveel Toe. -Thu r., mast include Sot. night away. Nrm-exdwngeaite. Ntm-ttfimdaUe. 
Subject to availability Valid until 27 September 1997. Calls charged at local rate. All calls are monitored fir quality. 


On Saturday June 1997 The Independent will be featuring 
Turkey on the travel pages. To advertise please call 0171 293 2222. 



Australia 


Independent and Independent on Sunday readers book Self 
Catering holidays. 29LXJOO of our readers stayed in a rented villa, flat 
or cottage on their holiday last year! rm «om 


For only £412 a tine inclusive of YftT (approx. 4 words per line), you t $ in 
advertise your holiday hme and fill those v acanctes throughout the year. Your 
advertisenKntwiU appear in The Long^ VfeekenJ section of 77 k Independent 
cm Saturday amVor tte Trarel & Money’ seetko cf the Sunday paper. 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO... 

Either call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
Monday to Friday between 1 (100am - 500pm- 
or 

e-mail us at traveIteam@independentxo.uk 
or 

FiC in and return the coupon below stating the 
warding you require and your payment method. 

Payment can be made by cheque or by 
Access/Visa/American Express/Diners Card 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS OVLYtTTVO PROPERTIES OR LESSI 


Insertion Dales: 

Classification: 

I enclose a cheque for £ made payable to 

(£4.12 a line per insertion. £163 if both Saturday- & 
Sunday are used i Newspaper Publishing Pic 
or debit my 

AcceaE/Alsa'Amex.TJiners account by £ 

Card No:... 

Start Dote: Expiry Date 

Your DetaiLv 

Name 

Address 


Tel No: £^y Evening. 

Signature: 



^ Now it's even easier to jL 

* advertise your holiday ? 

home in S 

Tlje Independent. W 

jjg Simply e-mail us at: 

J trauelteam @ Independent . co. nk 

Ifc-S 9 ■v 1 X ^ r ^ -v 


Australia 


Inspire 1 tions 

Goal 


Fmm 5 star luxury to a 
simple gutsibuusc on a 
beautiful beach, the Taj 
Mahal to the Maharajah's 
PahiCtS. Inspirations bare 
the u tdest choice id the 
tones! prices. 


fTom£425! 

I IwkMira Hotel 
with poo) B&B 


For thu definifivc Indian 
btuchure from ihe 
maikci leaders call 

01293 422800 

or see ifjur travel agent 

HoWay; wNeei to avaAibAy. . 
WA KUOS. -fllOl tTU HfnamtMUl 


BIG WORLD 


Don't forget 
to mention > 


SMALL PRICE 

Round the World from £669 return 


Flights to Perth 

from just I 599 ? 


The Independent 
when replying toT: 
adverts G' 


Turkey 


L0NDON-3OHANMESBURG-SYDKEY-LOS ANGELES-LONDON 

See the world-we've got everything you 
need to go. Budget accommodation, info 
on visas, low cost travel insurance and 
the lowest fares. It's all in Austravel's 
Great Escape Guide. For a FREE copy call 
into our GREAT ESCAPE SHOP in 


London, Knightsbridge 
or phone 

0171 584 0202 


Fly direct to Perth Make 

from Gatwick. or Sydney ■ 

from Gatwick Manchester. |" 13 ppG 

Depart] November 1997 - April 1998. 

TO BOOK DIRECT CALL 

° 54 ' 589891 


CONCEPT EM’KhNS I . r »l 


TURKEY AND N. CYPRUS 

Istantxji CHybreaks. 

Tailor made and package 
holidays tnc 2 certre. 
Flights only from London 
and Manchester 


f Tel: 0171 493 4343 
S Fax 0171 493 440 


r;r5-rc 



'ism 


The Holiday Makers 


152 Erompton Road, London 5W3. 


SniNMNO CUBAI InTreohangq Tal. 
0181 681 3612 ATOL 2429 


For advice or more information, please call The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 



£££ ,,r9 


DISCOVER tha bowity of Turtwy 

Irani atxwvri prtrare BR avnri 6 

berth m ot or yac W dh yowl OfBl- 
346 8615. 

SIMPLY TURKEY Dfwww 8 
OAghtfuRy dlhroitt Turiray. any 
Irani ttw Pitamrtroaoi, tath oor 
uriuiMiidniRMetata 

teawtaipoolioncJMratayborets. 
Wite tair Btatalte wrentfa rixiB pro- 

gramme, spactef Htarata Imtelayo, 
guM cniteJng and ttaantwl eMy 
braUtaVOIST 9BS 9323 ABTA 
vi337ATOLiflBanrro 


BUTTER FI ELI7S FAMOUS INDIAN 
FaWaonRoBwiiy Toura nnai sea 
301101262470230. 


Far East 


Latin America 


NEW YORK - Short Term Apart- 
monte ovauanio in most Manha- 
lan locattons. Tol Oi 71 93s 3531 
Fa» 01 71 9355351 


SUNWL DISCOVERY THalanri. WM- 
nren Highly DmftXa wn ana Dy- 
artvos lor mowidutas. 0181-647 
4748 AITO ATOLBOB. 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY. Cos W R|„ 
Guatemala + Cun j ndd-oni. 

Highly HaxIMe InatvtOual sour- { 
nyririvge. Jungle toogos. nniuro 
hWTTO. 0181-847 4748 AITO 


NEW ENGLAND VACATIONS - Dte- 
Oncavo inns 6 family homos, non- 
taop nigms to Boston, brochuro 
Une:gi7Z7BS22ll Fully bonded 
ABTA V5I64 AITO ATOL 2978. 


Overseas 

Travel 

Advertising; 

also 

appears on 
page 10. 
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knuckles 
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were white 
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John Windsor braved the 
king of roller-coasters on a 
daredevil day at Blackpool 
Pleasure Beach 





B een there. Done lhaL Up the 
210ft steel tower of the Sony 
PlayStation in 1.5 seconds at 80 
., , m Pht clamped to a plastic seat, 

1 ," d(Wn ^ free fall. Slowly up to the 
summit of the world’s tallest and 
fastest roller-coaster. Pepsi Max Big One. 
then at 85 mph down the curves of its first 
drop, of the same height, at an angle of 
o5 degrees to the horizontal. 

My daredevil day at Blackpool Plea- 
sure Beach was not the kind of outing I 
would have chosen myselL It presented 
itself as a challenge, after the 
author/publisher Richaiti Savin had sent 
me a copy of his White Knuckle Guide , 
which contains £150- 


-**'• •• • — i — 




u<r t i j; , 


worth of money-off vouchers. He and his 
12-year-old son Charles gave me a cou- 
ple of hours' training on the Flying Fish 
roller-coaster and the all-dark backwards 
roller-coaster X:\No Way Out at Thorpe 
Park, Chertsey, Surrey. 

These rides, only 21ft and 42ft high - 
nursery slopes, according to coaster afi- 
cionados - were not scary enough to dent 
my bravado when the Thompson family, 
owners of Blackpool Pleasure Beach, in- 
vited me to this week's launch of the £2m 
PlayStation-The Ride, first UK example 
of a new breed of hi-tech catapults. 

Just watching customers being whisked 
skywards by PlayStation's compressed air. 



Riding for a fall: John 
Windsor takes the plunge 

WIOTMGK.XPH ADRIAN HCNMS 


Andrew Hine, founder of Uw 
Roller-coaster Hub of Great 
Britain. sa\* you are 2,1X10 times 
more likely to haw aa accident on a 
flight to the United States than on a 
roller-coaster ride. And that two 
hours of normal home life is 10 
rimes more accident-prone. It is hor- 
rified health and safety officials who 
have forced pleasure rides to 
become even safer than public trans- 
port. Which is why, even though 
high-speed high-rides may horrify 
you, you may soon find them hard to 
Mr Savin, publisher of The 
nime Knuckle Guide, has formed a 
company to promote •‘variable level 
rail systems" as safe, speedy and 
cheap public transport. Eight are 
already operating, including systems 
at Birmingham and Gatwick airports 
and nine more arc planned. So why 
nor find yourself a nice old-fash- 
ioned woodic and get in training? 


~ ns — 





and listening to their post-ride remarks, put 
paid to my bravado: “Brilliant”; •Terrible'*; 
•That’s realty taken the shit out of me.” 
Especially as I had tried the Big One roller- 
coaster as soon as 1 arrived, and had come 
off it numbed. 

What does the Big One do to 
you? You know you are in for 
it from the start, as the train 
of cars grinds inexorably 
towards the 235ft sum- 
mit and people 
on the ground 
become dots. 
You are 
strapped to 
your seat, and 
there is a 
restraining bar 
clamped at 
your chest. 
As the 
track 

ahead dis- 




■Ste - "4 



/ \- 



appears 
into blue 
sky, con- 
fused, split- 
second notions 
that what is about 
to happen is both safe 
and inevitable are min- 
gled with sheer terror. 

At least, that’s how it was for 


me. The subsequent 65 -degree dive, at 35 
limes the force of gravity, induced some- 
thing like brain-death. But it is over in sec- 
onds. hardly time enough to feel fright- 
ened - until you approach the next drop, 
and the next bend, for about a mile. Do 
people really do this for fun? 

There's a technique to riding, as I learnt 
while watching 94-year-old Doris Thomp- 
son, chairman of the 101-year-old family 
business and an intrepid rider since the 
age of three, being locked into shoulder 
restraints and fixed to the top of Play- 
Station. At my side, while Mrs Thomp- 
son’s legs dangled higher than Nelson’s 
column as we waited for a helicopter with 
a camera crew, was PlayStation's designer, 
Rich Allen of the S&S Sports Power corp- 
oration of Utah, US. TTie first time you 
ride, he explained, you tend to be watch- 
ing your own responses. “But the more 
you do it, the more you open yourself to 
the experience. You become less terrified 
and get a feel for it.” 

It made sense. The automatic camera 
shot of my ride on the Big One showed 
me with head down, gripping for dear life: 
that white knuckle thing is no myth. But 
the lads who ride it time after time wave 
their arms (against advice), shout jubi- 
lantly on the crests and look around, even 
down. Participate: thar’s tbe knack. 

Upon descent, Mrs Thompson pro- 
nounced PlayStation ■‘wonderful and 


smooth”. Smoothness is the thing, these 
days. “Coasters tend to be harsh and 
bumpy,” Mr Allen said. “This ride is safe 
and smooth, with no whiplash and no 
strain on the muscles ” 

It does help to shout - as I had dis- 
covered earlier, aboard the Pleasure 
Beach's coaster Revolution, which loops 
the loop forwards then backwards. I 
enjoyed that. But it was the 1933 wooden 
(“woodie” to enthusiasts) rattletrap of a 
roller-coaster that gave me real confi- 
dence: height a mere 61 feet. maximum 
speed 35 mph, with no straps, just a grab 
bar. I leant forward into the drops and 
bends and yelled. After the Big One, there 
was nothing to it, really. 

Nowadays, tbe cheap thrills of speed 
and height are no longer enough. It's a 
bit like sex: ride enthusiasts seem to be 
divided into old-fashioned macho mech- 
anics, and new-age sensualists. The sen- 
sualists are in the ascendant. 

This became clear when, before visit- 
ing Blackpool, 1 spoke to Britain's fore- 
most ride designer, John W&rdley, 46- 
year-old “iraagineer" of rides at the 
Tussaud group’s theme parks: Alton low- 
ers, Chessington "World of Adventures, 
and Port Aventura in Spain. His back- 
ground is special effects for plays and 
films; his Nemesis ride at Alton Towers - 
by no means the fastest or the highest - 
is consistently voted the best by members 


of the Roller Coaster Club of Gr 
Britain and American coaster enthusia 

Riders of Nemesis are suspenc 
beneath the track, with legs dangling, 
wardley says: "You get the extraordin 
feeling that there is nothing berwt 
your feci and the ground - and lY 
nothing between your feet anil the s! 

T m not interested in the industi 
blinkered view that the only way forw: 
is through statistics of height, speed a 
g-force. If people get off one of my ric 
and say. ‘that was terrifying, 1 wish I had 
done it*, then I consider that I've faili 
Tm not out to terrify people. I'm an ent 
lainer. I want to exhilarate them. Rii 
should provide surprise, mystery, lauj 
ter. amazement." His latest ride, at B 
Aventura, is Siampida. a woodie whi 
twin racing trains seem about to colli 
head-on after switching directions ir 
tunnel. 


The second edition of the 'White Knuckle 
Guide \ price £2. 99 . with £5 00 in vouchers, 
is published on 23 June by Tideway Public- 
ations, PO Bax 107. Guildford, Surrey GUI 
4FQ. Send sae to The Roller Coaster Club 
of Great Britain, PO Bax 235, Uxbridge, 
Middlesex UB10 OTF. 

Blackpool Pleasure Beach, entry free, rides 
£1 to £4 ( Pepsi Max Big One), Ocean Boule- 
vard. BlackpotAFi’4 1EZ \01253-341033). 
Thorpe Park, Staines Road, Chertsey, Sur- 
rey KT16 8PN ( 01932 569393). A lion Tow- 
ers, Alton , Staffordshire ST10 4DB (0990 
20 40 60. or 0153S-702200). Chcssington 
World of Adventures, Chessington. Sumy 
KT9 2NE (01372-727227 and 01372- 
729560). Oakwood Park. Oabvood, Canas- 
ton Bridge, Narbcth, Pembrokeshire SA61 
3DE (01834-891376. bookings 01834- 
891373). Drayton Manor Park and Zoo, 
near Tamwokh, Staffordshire B78 3TW 
( 01827-287979) 



i cod ‘Quad biking was brill; abseiling was brill' 
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P acking children off to 
summer camp is the 
American way. We 
British have traditionally pre- 
ferred to drag the kids on hol- 
iday with us, like it or noL And 
“not” is often Che response of 
the bored lD-to-18-year-o!d. 

So what makes the British 
so reluctant to offload their 
offspring for some parent-free 
adventure? According to 
Lioyd Smith, managing direc- 
tor of Superchoice, an activity 
specialist which is expanding 
its America n-style camps, 
middle-class guilt is the main 
culprit. “American parents 


take the view that they don't 
want their kids to miss out on 


Overcoming British guilt, Deborah Jackson 


sent he r daughter to summer camp 


which they grew up with,” be 
says. “British parents talk of 
‘sending children away*, rather 
than of giving them a chance 
to experience something new ” 
In a society that makes 
working mothers feel they are 
doing less than their duty, it 
may seem churlish to suggest 
that junior school children 
would benefit from even more 
time away from home. And 
what about homesickness? Is 
it worth the risk, in the name 
of holiday fun? 


My daughter Frances was 
“sent away” to summer camp 
for the first time at tbe age of 
eight -an experience that held 
no trepidation for her, but left 
me feeling lost and apologetic 
when friends asked where 
she’d gone. 

She telephoned after a few 
days, and in the space of 20p 
reeled off an exhausting pro- 
gramme: “Quad biking - that 
was brill - and abseiling - that 




THE INDEPENDENT 

CHATEAU LA CHENEYIERE 


In tbe price are return shuttle crossing 
(4 sharing) from Folkestone to Calais and 3 or 4 
nights' accommodation in twin rooms at La 
Chenevierc on room and continental breakfast basis. 


Dates and prices per person 

y night weekends in Nov. & March 

3 night weekends in Oct. & April 

3 night weekends in Sepc. & May 

4 nights midweek in Nov. & March 
4 nights midweek in Oct. & April 

4 nights midweek in Sept. & May 


from 

£109 
£ 139 
£159 
£129 
£169 
£t89 


itrs 


sr*- ' “ 


Supplements you introduce them - the 

g | 2 sharing Le Shuttle £20 per person who arrives last doesn’t f 

and Feny crossings from Portsmouth are available. choice of bed, and may s 

La Che^ere, 3 mender privately- For more details on this unique break, please call Travel feel left OUt. We look O 
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was brill - and archery and 
Dragon Quest - cool - and 
laser quest . . . sorry, got to go 
now, Mum.” “Would you like 
me to call you back?” I asked 
, trying to hide the emotion. 
“Well, not really, we’ve got a 
swimming gala, byei” 

Frances summer-camped 
again this year, but the ritual 
telephone call began quite 
differently: “Hello, Mum,” 
said a plaintive voice, Tve got 
tummy ache and I've hurt my 
foot” “Oh dear,” I said, “Do 
you want me to come and 
fetch you?" “Oh yes," she 
said, sounding suddenly cheer- 
ful. “Come on Saturday.” 
(This was my scheduled pick- 
up dav-it was then Tuesday.) 
“Got to go,” she added, “it’s 
brill ! We’re going trampolin- 
ing." 

Frances has always gone 
with her best friend, but 
according to Andy Clague, 
Superchoice’s summer camp 
co-ordinator, nearly 60 per 
cent of last year’s intake came 
on their own. As for home- 
sickness, they promise a pro- 
rata refund if a child has foiled 
to settle in after two nights. 
“The thing is to stop home- 
sickness before it starts,” says 
Andy. “It’s all to do with how 
you introduce them - the child 
who arrives last doesn’t get the 
choice of bed, and may start to 
feel left out. We look out for 
things like that 

“Last year, 1,500 children 
came, to our camp. Little 
Canada. Of those, 14 went 
home due to homesickness. 
Some parents insist the child 
stays, whatever; others will be 
in the car before the child has 
put the phone down. One par- 
ent turned up at 1130pm to 
collect his son without even 
saying he was coming. His son 
was absolutely fine." 

Negatives about summer 
camp are mostly on the par- 
ents’ side. Fears about safety 
and lack of supervision dog the 
anxious British parent, despite 


the certificates held by spe- 
cialist instructors, and the 24- 
hour monitoring provided for 
first-time campers. 

Nor is there any excuse for 
those who claim that their 
child just isn’t tbe sporting 
type. PGL Holidays, celebrat- 
ing 40 years of activity holi- 
days, offer themes such as 
drama and media skills. Camp 
Beaumont (17 years into sum- 
mer camping) runs day camps 
for children as young as three. 
Superchoice offers Internet 
adventures in “Cybeizone” 
or Mega Mix for children who 
prefer to mellow out 

Visiting Osmington Bay, the 
new Superchoice summer 
camp that opened near Wey- 
mouth this year, I stopped to 
admire tbe skills of a bespec- 
tacled teenager who had just 
launched himself off a plat- 
form 40ft above the ground. 
Secured only by ropes, be flew 
along tbe zip wire, cheered by 


his friends. ‘‘Way to go, 
Henry!" they called, 

“How did that feel?" I asked 
him as he landed near my 
feeL “Great,” he grinned. 

“Henty is 14; this is his first 
camp," said the instructor. 
“He was booked in for a Mega 
Mix holiday, which his mum 
thought would suit him better 
as it's less demanding, but 
because of the numbers, he 
joined our Teen Challenge. 
He’s having a fantastic time.” 


Henry had just shot up in 
le esteem of his team mates. 


the esteem of his team mates, 
and, no doubt, his own. Way to 
go. 



Up the 
wall: Henry 
on the high 
ropes at 
Osmington 
Bay near 
Weymouth 
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Residential summer camps 
operate throughout the sum - 
merholidays at sites throughout 
Britain. Escort services and 
short breaks are usually avail- 
able and special diets catered 
for. One week's junior multi- 
activity costs £259 to £299, 
depending on accommodation ; 
discounts fa- early herds and sib- 
lings. Details from Superchoice 
(01273 691100): PGL ( 01989 
768768): Camp Beaumont 
(0171-7242233). 
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Gain £££'s 


off our Fast Ferry brochure rates 
to Belgium with the new EURO 
ECONOMY FARE! 


SAVINGS FROM £49 TO £t» for 
a car and five people, depending 
when you sail. 



7 fycumd 6 7 


Bookings must be made 30 days in 
advance. Other conditions apply. 

Call 034S 16 00 OO for details 
or contact your travel agent 
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From headaches to hedges: 
Anna Pavord discovers the 
cure-all qualities of germander 


I t's odd how one thing leads to 
another in the garden. You go out 
intending to prune theforsythiaand, 
two hours later, find that you have 
tied in a rose instead. You psych yourself 
up to weedkiU an overgrown path, and on 
the way to get the watering-can you are 
diverted by the plight of young aquilegias 
drowned out by goosegrass. Recently, we 
set out to make a hazel tunnel and found 
ourselves with a herb garden. 

It happened like this. I wanted a tun- 
nel made of hazel poles to span the cen- 
tral path through the vegetable garden, 
a straight path that ends in a door set into 
a high stone wail. The tunnel was to be 
covered in runner beans, French beans 
and sweet peas; we made it with whippy 
hazel poles bent over in a series of 
hoops. These are joined up by a series of 
horizontal poles so that the whole struc- 
ture makes a grid of roughly lfc-in 
squares. The grass path that it arches over 
is about 4ft wide. 

I hadn't realised that the effect of the 
tunnel, which you approach head-on 
from the house, would be to focus your 
eye on what happened at the far end of 
it. We slapped some paint on die old door 
and pulled a rod of the vine planted 
against the wall to £bc over the top of the 
door. But it wasn't enough. 

The bottom border that runs under the 
wall in the kitchen garden is about 9ft 
wide and faces south. TVe always used it 
for crops, such as tomatoes, sweet corn, 
French beans and peppers, that appreci- 
ate the sun. There was also a random col- 
lection of herby things: rosemaiy, thyme, 
sage and tarragon, not planted in any par- 
ticular order. 

But the tunnel in an odd way created 
order, and demanded more order at its 
end. The crops I’ve been growing in that 
south-facing border don’t get set out until 
the end of May, so for a long period it is 
almost empty. 

The herbs were the starting-point. I 
wondered about planting old-fashioned 
box hedges round the borders to contain 
a collection of herbs. I wondered about 
planting standard rosemaiy bushes - 


clipped balls on top of tall stems - all 
along the border. Finally, I planted a 
series of X-sbaped hedges of germander. 
They join up to make a formal pattern of 
diamonds and triangles, finishing at the 
cold frame at the far end of the border. 
Gradually, I've been filling the spaces with 
plants. 

Germander, Teucrium x lucidrys, is a 
neat little herb, evergreen, growing even- 
tually to about 18 in high, with tiny, lobed 
leaves and pinkish-purple flowers which 
continue bom midsummer to early 
autumn. Culpeper, the great herbalist, 
said it “strengthens the brain and appre- 
hension exceedingly when weak and 
relieves diem when drooping”. I can do 
with that. Germander was the medieval 
aspirin, widely used to cure anything, 
including dropsy, coughs, headaches and 
convulsions. 

I like it because it is more relaxed than 
box. Box would have forced me to cut the 
grass edges around it and prop the toma- 
toes up snooty commissionaires. Ger- 
mander is easy to strike from cuttings, set 
round the edge of a 5-in pot or dibbled 
straight into the ground. It can be lightly 
trimmed in spring or autumn. It is hardy 
in winter and does not need watering in 
summer. That's a bonus. Nor is it as 
greedy as box. 

To highlight the two X shapes that lie 
either side of the end of the tunnel, I 
planted a bay tree with a clipped round 
head where the arms of the X crossed. 
Clay drainpipes, set on end at each of the 
four comers, are planted with thyme 
which will also be clipped into globes. The 
thyme can be grown from seed sprinkled 
straight on to the compost in the drains. 
I used upright bush thvrae (Marshalls, 

62p). 

That gave the structure that the empty 
beds were missing up to now. Filled, the 
various triangles and diamonds create 
blocks of planting that make more impact 
than the usual rows. I've got six clumps 
of chives in one triangle, planted pyramid 
fashion in rows of one, two and three. 
This year, FI! try to remember to cut 
down one clump each week, so there will 



More than meddnal: the 

well-estatorished 
germander hedges at 
Coton Manor hi 

Northamptonshire 
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have finished flowering (to stop the p. 
growths gening too leggy). Sometimes - f- 
you can rejuvenate an old plant by cut- • 
ting it hard back in spring, but they don't M ^ 
always respond. __ . i; ; 

Some of the triangles are filled with 
herbs sown direct from seed. Not parsley. 

That prefers a moist soil and some shade, 
so I generally grow it in a side border. - 
Parsley seeds are notoriously slow to ger- i 
minate; if you sow in June you have the "■/ 
best chance of getting parsley to last right 
through to the end of the following year, . i. 
before it runs up to seed. 

But I’ve put coriander in the new herb ( 
patch, choosing ‘Cilantro’ (Suffolk Herbs, ,r " 
85p), which gives the maximum amount - 
of leaf. If you want seed, go for Moroc- 
can coriander (Suffolk Herbs. 85p) which .1,. 
is quick to bolt. Coriander seed is best 
sown direct where it is to grow. Like most .% 
of the umbelliferae family (paisley and f 
carrot are fellow members) it hates being ; 
disturbed. It will leap stra^bt up to seed 
if it is transplanted. It germinates much 
faster than parsley, usually between seven 
and 10 days. 

I’ve also sown a salad mix known as 
‘Misticanza’ (Chiltera Seeds, 99p), with 
lettuce, chicory, rocket and watercress in 
it. It's a cut-and-come-again crop, which 
you scissor off like mustard and cress. If 
you cut just above the first pair of seedling 
leaves, the plants go on resprouting all 
through the summer. You shouldn't ever 
let them get more than about 3 in tail Suf- 
folk Herbs sells a similar mixture called 
‘Miscuglio’, made up of different chicories 
and radicchios, which you sow and har- 
vest in the same way. 
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always be fresh supplies coming along. 

In another triangular bed. there are 
three rosemary bushes, bought very 
cheaply from the Columbia Road mar- 
ket in London. In a third, I have 
replanted some of the tarragon that was 
originally growing in the south bed. That 
also needs cutting down in batches. It 
encourages fresh growth and will stop the 


tarragon collapsing on to the germander 
when it gets too tall. 

In another bed there are three differ- 
ent sorts of sage, one the common cook- 
ing sage. Salvia officinalis , one a purple- 
leaved kind, and the third a Balkan sage. 
When I bought it. each leaf had a dis- 
tinctive hooked indentation. Thar doesn't 
show on the growth it has made since, but 


it's a showy sage, flowering now with blue- 
grey spikes rather like catmint 
Sages don't grow old gracefully, but if 
you prune them regularly you can slow 
down the process of their becoming 
impossibly woody and gangling. The 
pruning is best done twice a year, in 
spring (to encourage masses of fresh 
shoots) and in summer, when the plants 


S E Marshall & Co, Wisbech, Cam- 
bridgeshire PE13 2RF ( 01945 466 711), 
Suffolk Herbs, Monks Farm, CoggeshaU 
Road, Keh/edon, Essex COS 9PG (01376 
572456), Chiltem Seeds, Bortree Stile, 
[Aversion, Cumbria LA12 7PB (01229 
581137). Germander, sage and a wide 
variety of other herbs are available (mail 
order only) from Jekka "s Herb Farm, Rose 
Cottage, Shellard's Lane, Ahreston, Bristol 
BS12 251' (01454 418878). 
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Gardening 



Everyone’s going to the 
Hampton Court Palace Flower Show. 


It's the world's latest 


annual flower show. 


Selin 25 acres of Rnyal 
parkland with the 
spectacular Daily Mail 
Garden Pavilion, the 
British Rose festival 



10th-13ch July 1997 

( 8 th & 9 ch July RHS maben only) 


the Plant Heritage 

Marquee with 25 Show 
Gardens. 10 water 
gardens and over 800 
exhibitors. Book now - 
rail Tlckeunaster 


for details. 


CALL TICKETMASTBR ON 0171-957 4000 
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CSV BOOKS BJ POST 
A New Service for Garden Lovers 

* Wfc can supply uitth any gardening booh hi print - post free! 

♦ Spedal offers regiiflriy naltfc ■ Uiis spnng Ihe RH5 
Enar/opoerflo of Gardening and RUE Encyclopaedia of Garden 
Plana and Flowers both reduced from E35 00 id £25.00. RH$ 
Pfmtfmder from El 2.99 to £10.00 and many more. 

GARDEN BOOKS BY POST 

8 Aim Stow*. Worthing. West Snsces BN1 1 1NX 
Tet 01903 205895 • Fax: 01903 213438 
ntaS; optbmsbookstseaqnwLco.uk 


FOUNTAINS AND 
WATER FEATURES 

QUALITY SEIF 
CONTAINED FOUNTAINS 



Fbaue/Fax KtHonaa Products 
8181 977 262* Sw 
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Beautiful Driveways 
created specially for you J 



* Huge selection of colours and designs 
* Unique fibre reinforced concrete 
* Adds value to your' home 
* Oil and weed free 
Free Survey and Design Service 
Call Free Now Lines open 24 Hrs. 

0800 174617 


YES! 

1 would like a FREE Survey q 1 
Please send me a Brochure □ j 

I 

1 Address- 1 


i 

| Postcode 

- Tel:- } 


. FREEPOST NWW1401, Manchester M29 1AG 
jjNo stamp required) 


Ref; IM7«j 


For Sale 



HAHD-KADE FB9STPB00F 
IHBACOm 
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frostproof guarjrtw 

SALE IN 
IRELAND 


at 


"Butter strewn", TKm. 
Co Heath 

Sth to 7th S eptemb er 1997 

WE DELIVER 
WORLDWIDE 

«a tatttoflua. pbxr nru a.isi 
cuu conn to uk. or e 
remnorai manor <Mcrtm 


VISIT THE POTTKY; 
Qpa Hutu Sut and 
Bank Holidays 

WrscMortl PoOor, Wh U tf u i U . 

NrStexononSmr. 

Harts CV38 SPG 

Tel: 01608 684416 
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recently wrote 
an update on 
the difficulties 
faced by the 
Newton-Gofding 
family, whose 
Northamptonshire 
house, formerly a 
farm, was 
surrounded by 
inches-thick 
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concrete. They were looking for ways to 
transform the concrete into a garden. Diana 
Rothenstein from Braintree writes with an 
ingenious answer to the problem. Her garden 
is also made on the site of a concrete 
farmyard, though a sloping one. -I first built 
two little retaining walls, one at the bortom 
and one half-way up the slope. I have no 
masomy skills, so it was just bricks set side by 
side in a bit of cement with a few gaps left Tot 
the water to run through. Then I ordered two 
tons of pebbles. Not gravel; that’s too fine. 
The pebbles 1 had are what they use as ballast 
in road building. It sounds a lot, but they were 
incredibly cheap, from a big builder's 
merchant. I trundled them through the garden 
and tipped them over the concrete and 
instantly it transformed itself into an 
interesting beach. I had some big flints dug up 
in the garden, and they went in too. Into this I 
have planted any little alpine or seashore 
plant simply by cutting the bottom off its pot 
and pushing it into the pebbles. Some of them 
have died. Others, such as hebe and thrift, 
have thrived year after year. I think the lesson 
I have learned is to keep thc arca absolutely 
soilless, so weeds don't grow.” 


I 


The Alpine Garden Society is holding its 
summer show today (ll.30am-4.30pm) at 
Merrist Wood College, Worplesdon. 
Guildford, Surrey. There will be displays of 
saxifrage, campanulas, iewisias. orchids, dwarf 
daphnes, ferns, sedums and sempervivums. 
Admission £1. 


Portland roses, like the rich, warm pink 
‘Comte de Chambord’ and the fabulously 
scented ‘Rose de Rescht' were favourites of 
Napoleon’s Empress Josephine. English 
Heritage is putting together the only complete 
collection of Portland roses in the country at 
Brodsworth Hall, its property in south 
Yorkshire. The roses were named after the 
Duchess of Portland, though they were first 
bred in France in the 1790s. As many as 23 
varieties will be planted in the Quarry Garden 
where Brodswonh's first rose garden was 
created more than 100 years ago by head 
gardener, Samuel Taylor. Brodsworth Hall, six 
miles north west of Doncaster, is open Tucs- 
Sun (12pm-6pm) Admission to garden. £2.5U 
(house and garden combined, £4.50). 


promising line of peas has been 
nibbled down to the quick in . 
my garden. Cover sowings with : 
netting aod continue to protect ■ . . 
young pea plants from rabbits,^ - 
pigeons, slugs, pea weevils and all the -': 
other creatures that like peas as. “ • I 
much as we do. . •' [ 

If you garden in a dry area, souse •' * 
drills well with water before sowing. 1 
Newly-planted-out annuals will need 
nursing along before they get. • ; 

established. Water and feed them “ : 
well, and protect them from slugs. - _ * 
Clip hedges such as Leyland ■ V 1 
cypress and privet regularly, to 
contain growth and prevent them ... : 
spreading too wide. Cover crops of ’ ' 
strawberries with netting to protect . * 
them from birds. Dead-bead pansies-, r : 
and violas regularly, to prolong the *: 
display. . 

Sow French beans in situ. The soil j 
is warm enough for them now, but . .\~ 
they will need to be well watered to J 
germinate. I had good results from ' ' 4 
‘Slenderwax* (Johnsons, £L45) last • ‘ i 
year, and am growing it again this . ■ 
season. The creamy yellow beans are ! 
stringless, juicy and well flavoured.' ; 
T m also sowing The Prince’ ., j .. 
(Unwins, £1.59) a flat-podded variety • 
that you need to pick young. fe y 
Hoc regularly to keeptnrtop of 
weed seedlings. Onions paiticularfy" ; 1 
hate competition from weeds. . ’ - ; 
Asparagus beds should be. picked 
over regularly and kept freefrom, 
weed. r.y . • • • 

Prune overgrown specimens of •/ 

American currant, (Ribe!t ‘\. . . ’ 
sanguineum), choisya, kenriri and; . . ; 

exochorda. Take out a third of the ■ f 
steins at ground level * * 

Keep an eye on the wandering 
tendrils of clematis and tuck them 
into supports, well spread out so that 
the new shoots do not get tanlM-MP 
in a bunch. The newest dematis in ^ 
our garden is the pink 
which is growing through, chicken, 
wire wound round one Of the poles of 
the pergola. Its companionis a white 
perennial sweet pea, Laifr/rus ■ : . 
latifolius ‘White Pfcarf’, grown fast - 
year from seed (Thompiob and _ 
Morgan. £139). ’• 
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Today, two Highland villages 
clash sticks and exchange 
bruises in an ancient cup 
final. By Judith Palmer 
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I " shadow of the mighty 
Monadhliath Mountains, a pair of 
Highland villages lies in apparent 
peaceful coexistence on the banks of 
the River Spey. Scarcely three-and- 
a-nalf miles separate the communities of 
Kingussie and Newtonmore, vet the two 
have been riven by one of the feistiest 
rivalries in sporting history. 

The villagers go to school with each 
other, work with each other, and even 
many each other, but for 90 minutes 
every Saturday afternoon the ancient 
Scottish sport of shinty dominates their 
every moment all their amity goes to the 
wail and they pray for each other’s defeat. 

Closely related to the Irish sports of 
hurling and camogie. shinty - or caman • 
achd, to give its Gaelic name - is essen- 
tially Celtic hockey. Dr Johnson called it 
hockey “without the rules” 

“Injuries are got and taken gracefully 
and nothing too much made or said," 
nods a former Newtonmore midfielder, 
John Mackenzie, stoically. After 21 years 
in the senior team, it was a badly broken 
elbow which finally saw Mackenzie off the 
pitch. Who was responsible? “Form your 
own conclusion." he recommends, look- 
ing three-and-a-balf miles down the road. 

It was St Columba who first brought the 
game to Scotland, when he high-tailed it 
out of Ireland in 563AD in the wake of 
an argument that erupted at a shinty 
match. It seems that the game has been 
a cause of frayed tempers ever since. Ear- 



lier this year, 
three members 
of the Duffy 
famijy of Oban 
Celtic were 
banned from 
play till the year 
^wl, after a fracas 
in which 1 8 of l he 24 
players on the pitch 
laid down their Micks and 
piled into the fray. 

“You have to remember that shinty 
staned off as training for battle,” says the 
Newtonmore manager, David Cheync. 

Battle dubs have long been forsaken 
for a spindly piece of sapling ash, known 
as a caman. Slicks swinging aloft, the play- 
ers weave, lunge and barge their way 
across the 60-yard pitch to pluck the rock- 
hard little ball from the sky. Lustily 
thwacked with the caman, the ball courses 
towards either the goal, or a smarting 
expanse of brave Highland flesh. 

It’s a fast and furious game of close 
man-to-man marking, and during a 
heated match easily a dozen sticks may be 
smashed to oblivion. In the autumn, con- 
fused by the sound of splintering wood, 
amorous stags have been known to storm 
the pitch in search of dashing antlers. 

But the dash today is between the Old 
Finn of Kingussie and Newtonmore. It was 
only a recent change in the rules of the Cup 
(which used to pitch Northern and South- 
ern teams in different halves of the draw) 


which has allowed the old adversaries to 
meet in the final. So, for only the fourth 
time this century, when they meet at Fort 
William today for the 101st Camanachd 
Cup Final, Newtonmore and Kingussie wiD 
seize the holy opportunity to settle the old- 
est score in the Highlands. 

Before the 1890s, mid the advent of reg- 
ular league matches and standardised 
rules of play, the villages would content 
themselves with issuing vitriolic match 
challenges in the Im-emess Courier, each 
advertisement smattered with accusa- 
tions of “cowardice” and “boastfulness”. 
Or else they played the old way, on New 
Year's Day, up to 100 men to a team, 
coaxing the ball back and forth between 
the village boundaries until nightfall. 

Once played across the length of Scot- 
land, from the islands to the borders, by 
the 18th century shinty was already 




becoming a minority sport, in danger of 
being played only by a few ex-pats in 
Wimbledon and Blackheath. Players 
were hounded first by puritanical Sab- 
batarians and royal edicts against 
“uncontrollable” games, and then by 
English-speaking schoolmasters who 
stamped hard on Gaelic culture. . 

So how did shinty survive in pockets 
such as the Badenoch region? John 
Mackenzie is sure he has the answer “I 
honestly believe the game needs the 
challenge of the Kingussie-Newtonmore 
scenario. It keeps the interest alive ” 

This, at least, is one filing both sides can 
agree on. “It’s the intense rivalry between 
Kingussie and Newtonmore which has 
kept them at the top ” says Kingussie man 
John Robertson (who writes his team’s 


waspish programme 
notes). “They’re so busy com- 
peting with each other, they’ve con- 
stantly raised each other’s game.” 

Between them, these two small villages 
have dominated the sport throughout the 
history of the Cup. In the notorious back 
bar of the Balavil Sporting Hotel, sur- 
rounded by a century's photographs, tro- 
phies and cup- winners’ medals, Newton- 
more faithfuls will be happy to add up for 
you the 28 occasions on which they've 
brought home the Camanachd Cup. 
Fuelled by a few more nips ofDalwhinnie, 
they may also mention that Kingussie have 
managed the feat exactly half as often. 

Down at the S2verfjord or The Tipsy 
Laird, the Kingussie men just may let it slip 
that it was they who won the first ever 
Camanachd Cup in 1896, and that it's one 
of their lads (John Dallas, whose great- 
grandson plays in today’s team) who 
formed the model for the handsome figure 
surmounting the silver trophy. Perhaps 


mention this season’s league victory 
S-match unbeaten 
th < » r ^ al * ler 111311 icsscn antagonism, 

1 ™L - queni intermarriages between 
®PP Qsm 8£imps seem only to give added 
ranU;sls - *Aah, there’s noth- 
fcrafly nvaliy for making it keen," 
John Mackenzie, son of a Kingussie 
father and a Newtonmore mother. 

out now long before this community 
backbone starts to crumble? “Even here, 
it’s more and more dif- 
failt to keep the inter- 
est going,” admits the 
coach, Donnie Grant 
"With rugby, ski- 
ing, canoeing and 

computer games 
‘ .tow, the kids hare 101 
different options to 
choose.” Earlier this 
century, heavy High- 
land losses at Mafek- 
aig and Ypres wiped 
out many a village 
shinty team. Now 
amities inexorably 

move away in 

search of employ- 
ment 

In the late 
Twenties, faced 
with a similar 
decline. 

Kingussie and 
Newtonmore took 
the most drastic 
action possible: 
they joined up. 
and formed the 
short-lived and fli- 
rted team, “The Amal- 
gamation". No whisper is ever now 
heard of this ignominious period. 

And so to Fort William, and the Gien- 
morangie Camanachd Cup Final, a grand 
affair with piped bands and 4,000 spect- 
ators travelling out from the shinty heart- 
lands of Skye and Oban, Inveraray, Tig- 
nabruiach and Drumnadrochit for the 
much-savoured sight of a Badenoch derby. 

Thrashed 10-2 by Kingussie on their 
jast league meeting, their team young and 
inexperienced, their captain on a discip- 
linary match suspension. Newtonmore are 
the undisputed underdogs. And yet, 
weren't Kingussie favourites last year, 
having won the cup seven times since 
1984? And weren't the Kingussians 
rumoured then to have printed their vic- 
tory T-shiris in advance? 

“It was like VE Day back home,” 
remembers MacIntyre. “The whole town 
turned out as we were piped home. The 
Camanachd Cup is the crown jewels of 
the Highlands.” 

Glenmorangie Camanachd Cup Final, An 
Aird Pork, Fort William, today. 3pm. 
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crosses the 
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land of 
legends 



I 







in**- 


tv 




1 " 


\m 




ten 


‘t -4-YRv 


I** 






F-‘ 






,v 




■* 




t felt as if we were leaving 
the safety of the harbour 
for a mystical, unknown 
■ land visible across the 
water. However, as we stepped 
on board the ferpr at St Mawes 
we realised it was most 
unlikely we'd be shot with poi- 
soned arrows in St-Antbony- 
jn-Roseland. For all that, the 
>* romantic creeks and wooded 
hills that we could see across 
f the estuary did look like the 
1 stuff of Cornish legends.. 

Though it is possible to 
reach the St Anthony penin- 
sula by car, ifs a long and 
winding road. The 15 -minute 
■; ferry trip is quicker, much 
more fun, and a suitably 
adventurous start to any walk. 

The ferry landed us at Place, 
beneath the sloping lawns of 
an enviable mansion. An 
exotic little egret was bobbing 
on the waters of the bay as we 
headed up the Percml estoary 
along the coastal j»th, and our 
sense of being m a foreign land 
. was heightened by foe 

of the vegetation. The wood- 
land shimmered with an mtis- 
‘ cent haze of greenery and wild 

“owers. Across the wat^, we 

could see palm trees in thegar- 
a dens of Si Mawes. , 

f Following the path around 

Nonh-hili point we 

on our way along : shore 

above J tSkS** <° 

■ sSjeassas 

a jtasti— 




Duff Hart-Davis 


lane. A hundred yards further 
on, a track off to the left took 
us down to Tbwan beach and 
a sudden change of scenery. 
We had reached the open sea. 

Despite a bracing offshore 
breeze, there was plenty of 
activity on the beach. It was a 
typically English scene, with 



teis. Turning right along the 

coastal path, we passed anther 

equally attractive teach at 
Pbrthbeor, beyond KDligeran 
Head. Coming under the pro- 
tection of the National Trust 
this whole stretch of coast 
remains remarkably unspoilt, 
and despite the sandy beaches 
it’s still a wild landscaj* of low 
but unforgiving cliffc and 
jagged rocks. Countless ships 
S corn: Wjnef here as 

^ have battled won terpte 

around the headland of St 


Anthony aiming ai safe anchor- 
age in Carrick Roads. 

Resting on the headland, we 
admired what is claimed to be 
one of the finest natural har- 
bours in the worid. Across the 
estuary Pendennis Castle 
guarded Falmouth Dockyard; 
to the north we could see the 
castle of St Mawes; and 
beneath our feet magazines 
and tunnels lay buried in the 
hiilside.- 

.. Before continuing along the 

path, we diverted down steep 
steps to the lighthouse, where 
the offshore rocks are home to 
teeming colonies of cor- 
morants and shags. • 

The final mile of our circuit 
was an idyllic stroll past iso- 
lated sandy coves and above a 
rocky shore. . 

It was rush hour out m Car- 
rick Roads, with fleets of 
dinghies, yachts and sail- 


boards manoeuvring and rac- 
ing in a close-packed dance of 
interweaving wakes. 

We watched our ferryboat 
approaching from St Mawes 
and through binoculars we 
could see our lunch time des- 
tination - the Rising Sun. We 
were waiting at the quayside as 
our boat pulled in. 

A six-mile walk and fresh 
sea air can whip up quite an 
appetite. Sitting in the Rising 
Sun's plainly furnished public 
bar, we ordered up a feast of 
crabs and prawns which we 
washed down with St Austell 
beer. 

Glowing with a sense of 
well-eanied satisfaction, we 
listened to the conversation of 
a weatherbeaten man seated at 
a nearby table. 

“Of course,” he was saying, 
“it’s so easy nowadays to sail 
single-handed to America ...” 

0 4 



Farmers living at the sanctuary's 
edge blast off at any four-legged 
predator they set eyes on 

G ranite, granite everywhere, and 
not a bird in right That was our 

first impression of the 
mountains of the Alto Minbo, the 
upland wilderness of north-east 
Portugal that bears more than a 
passing resemblance to the Scottish 
Highlands. The Portuguese hills are 
slightly higher, their summits more 
rounded; but the expanses of naked 
rock, the scrubby heather, the 
mce of human habitation are 

uncannily similar , 

- Tbe highest, wildest areas He within the Feneda-Geres national 
park, , and during a walking tour last week I found, myself comparing 
the conservation problems of Rntugal with those nearer home. 
TbecEmate of the Alto Minbo is gentler than that of Scotland: • 
r v amfan fa hi g h , hnt frost and snow are rare. Yet the environment is 
even harsher, and seems to support far fewer birds and animals. 

. Bears are said to have died out in 1650, and wfld goats in 1890; 
but boar and roe deer are fairly numerous, and a few wolves still 
- prowl the h eights. Within the national park these last are . 
.protected; button licences are easy to obtain, and farmers, living 
.at the sanctuary’s edges blast off at any four-legged predator they 
set eyeson.Of coarse we longed to see one, but barf to be content 
with a set of three half-inch tracks printed in a patch of mud. 

- We did see wild ponies, in. herds of 10 or a dozen, each with a 
fiery tittle stallion in charge. Almost all the mares had foals at 
foot—a fact that seemed to refute one former’s claim that wolves 
prey heavily .on the horses’ offspring. 

As for birds, cuckoos called frequently at the fringes of the - 
park, and we heard a nightingale singing in a thicket of young 
oaks. Yet in three long days* walking we spotted nothing in' the 
sky over the high ground except two golden eagles and a hen- 
harrier. Lower down, a single pair of partridges was the only sign 
ofgame. 

Oh any comparable transit of the Highlands we would have 
seen eagles, grouse, ptarmigan, hooded crows, ravens and laq 
numbers of red deer. Between the tumbled piles of granite, tl 
heather was of poor quality: huge areas had been invaded by 
gorse and bracken, and there was practically nothing for 
herbivores to eat. Attempts had been made to encourage new 
growth by setting fire to the gorse - indeed, the number of 
blackened patches was astomshing. 

Our guide explained that a burnt-out area is officially deemed 
to bave become less valuable, and that permission can be 
obtained to build a house on it, even within the park's boundaries. 
Outside, many blazes are apparently started for fun: anything to 
liven up a duD Saturday night and watch the fire brigade turn out 
Like Scotland, Portugal has no law of trespass. Provided you do 
not cause damage, you «an walk anywhere you tike. Down in the 
farmland we followed paths that twisted between terraced fields 
anti yineyards; in the mountains we pounded the old pilgrim t rails 
leading to and from the great shrine at Peneda. 

These centuries-old tracks are works of art in themselves, the 
product of incredible human effort: They reminded me of. the 
pony paths buflt by Victorian landlords to gain access to remote 
parts of their Highland estates, but they are on an altogether 
grander scale, being shod with granite boulders, some weighing a 
few pounds, some many hundredweight 
Beside the tracks march walls made of granite slabs set ■ 
vertically on edge; with the gaps between neatly filled by smaller 
Stones. So we walked with root beneath our boots, rock to right 
and left, and rock towering above us in gigantic cliffs and 
outcrops. . . ‘ ? 

. One final similarity with Scotland; the weather was ati to blazes. 
“'Here it never rains after mid-May,” someone told us - but boy, 
was he wrong. 1 Every afternoon douds massed, lightning snaked 
down, thunder cannonaded round the peaks, and phenomenal 
deluges set the granite gleaming. The result was that we usually 
reached base sodden, more convinced than ever that gtnhat 
wanning is here to stay. 
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Glamour and glitz, it’s tea at the Ritz 


An institution for 
the rich and 
famous for 91 
years began to 
lose its sparkle, ■ 
writes Meg Carter. 
But now, the 
Palm Court’s back 
as the ultimate 
English tea 


T he iwo women sit side by side 
in complementary Laura 
Ashley dresses. The elder, 
with pepper and salt hair 
meticulously drawn back into a 
chignon, pours tea for her compan- 
ion who sits demurely, hands folded 
across her lap. To their right, an ani- 
mated trio wash down their sand- 
wiches and tea with glasses of cham- 
pagne. To their left a couple of 
businessmen are m intense discus- 
sion, the scones and cakes before 
them an irrelevance. And behind 
them, the discreet ministrations of 
the waiters pass unnoticed. 

Tea at The Ritz, 1997, and at first 
glance only the clothes have changed 
since London's most famous hotel 
first opened 91 years ago. The venue 
is still the Palm Court - an assault of 
pinks and gold leaf with Ionic 
columns crowned by a windowed 
dome that makes the room's interior 
light and airy. Guests sit on rose- 
coloured Louis XVI chairs at metic- 
ulous pink tables. Tea is taken on 
Royal Worcester fine bone china 
with the original blue '‘forget-me- 
not’’ pattern. Ladies are still encour- 
aged to wear hats while men must 
come in jacket and tie: jeans and 
trainers are resolutely banned. And 
in the background, a pianist plays 
“You Must Remember This ... " 

Scratch the surface, however, and 
you will find a great British insti ra- 
tion grappli^ with change -because 
despite being more popular than 
ever (you must now book two to 
three weeks ahead for a table for 
afternoon tea on weekdays and a 
staggering two to three' months 
ahead for weekends) The Ritz is 
acutely conscious of the dangers of 
becoming a relic It’s a matter* of bal- 
ancing traditions with contempo- 
rary appeal, Ritz London spokes- 
woman Georgina Sullivan explains. 
“Following a change of manage- 
ment 18 months ago when former 
owner Trafalgar House sold out to 
the Barclay Brothers, new invest- 
ment has been directed to making 



Time for tea 


What is consumed in a year 


of tea times at The Ritz 


68,000 pots of tea 


492 ,750 sandwiches 


295,650 cakes 


197400 scones. 




Five more emperia 
- for a!! pockets 



The Landmark, 222 Marylebone Road, NW1 
Formerly known as The Regent, this five star 
railway hotel opposite Marylebone Station 
boasts an eight storey high atrium in which you 
can take tea at £14 per head. 


Royal Academy of Arts, Burlington House, 
Piccadilly, W1 If The Ritz is beyond your 
means, pop over the road to the Royal 
Academy and you can have tea and cakes in 
tasteful surroundings. 


Malson Berta ux, 28 Greek Street, W1 
Delicious French patisserie which caters for the 
coffee & croissant brigade each morning and 
serves lashings of tea and cakes throughout the 
day. 


Aurora Cafo, 49 Lexington Street, Wi 
Idiosyncratic Soho cafe which also does light 
meals in the evening. Good cakes and an 
extensive range of teas including herbal and 
fruit varieties. 


Russell Square, WC1 

Where better on a sunny day than the garden 
cafe in the centre of Rukell Square where you 
can take in some sun, some tea and a ban. 


The Rite's Palm Court is an assault of pink and gold leaf with Ionic columns 


The Ritz more customer-friendly.” 
She candidly adds: "Before then, a 
lot of people had commented on the 
fact The Ritz had lost its sparkle.” 

Which explains why. should you 
choose to visit The Ritz for after- 
noon tea, you wfll find a more con- 
temporary style of food on offer. 
Along with 14 different types of tea 
- from Ritz Traditional English to 
Earl Grey and China Oolong - the 
staple of finger sandwiches, scones 
and cake selection has been jazzed 
up with the addition of speciality 
breads like caraway seed and sun- 
dried tomato. Sacrilege? Hardly. 


The Ritz has always been in tune 
with the times. After all, why else 
would it have proved so popular with 
fashionable society for more than 
nine decades? 

The Ritz was opened in May, 
1906, by Cesar Ritz, 13th child of an 
Alpine shepherd and a former wine 
waiter. It was the first place in Lon- 
don where young ladies could take 
tea aJone. Barbara Cartland, the 
romantic novelist was a regular 
shortly after the First World War 
when, she observed: "One could 
meet men. without chaperones, for 
lunch and tea. So you had lunch with 


the men you were keen on, and tea 
with the rest” Edward and Mrs 
Simpson had tea here. And the Hol- 
lywood greats came throughout the 
Forties and Fifties, along with the 
Aga Khan. Bun Lancaster, Adam 
Frith and Selina Scott are more 
recent regulars although of others 
the hotel staff remain suitably tight- 
lipped. 

Discretion lies at the heart of The 
Ritz’s appeal, you see. Not only is 
one guaranteed privacy (no photog- 
raphy is allowed when the Palm 
Court is in use) but discretion 
extends to the style of service which. 


while formal, is neither intrusive 
nor stuffy - which cannot be said of 
some of its rivals, like Claridges or 
The Savoy. The Palm Court’s 14- 
strong team of waiters, led by Mas- 
ter of Ceremonies Michael Twomey, 
who has worked the tea room for the 
past 51 years, are part of the appeal 
Ms Sullivan claims. “Many people 
come to see them - it’s tike haring 
tea with old friends.” 

Franco Baratta has been serving 
tea in the Palm Court for 37 years. 
Taking tea at The Ritz has never 
been more popular, he says: "We 
have around 500 calls a day from 


people trying to make reservations. 
The phone starts ringing at 7am ..." 
Each day, the Palm Court stages two 
tea sittings - at 330pm and again at 
5 pm -which means a total of about . 

180 teas on a weekday, 230 a day at % 

weekends. 1b save you the calcula- 
tion, this equates to just under 
70,000 teas a year taken by a broad 
cross-section of clientele. There are 
infrequent viators up from the coun- 
try for the day as well as regulars 
who come every month. There are 
the titled (“The Royal Family? I’ve 
served ' them all," Mr Baratta 
proudly reveals) and there are 
tourists. “Many come from America, 
many from Japan. And since the 
Channel Ttinnel opened, we’ve 
found a lot of people coming over 
from France. Holland and Belgium 
- it’s so quick now to come to Lon- 
don for tea.” 

The reason why is harder to ^ 
equate. At £21 per head for set tea, • 
it’s surety more than for the novelty, 
so what exactly is the appeal? Mr 
Baratta smiles. “IVe been here 
almost 40 years and Tin still ttyiqg to 
work out the appeal” he confides. 
“Ir’s the name. The room. The place 
-everything. It’s something speciaL" 

People come for the attention to 
detail, Ms Sullivan believes. “Since 
the Barclay Brothers bought us, 
we’ve been working hard to bring this 
back. Jn retrospect. The Ritz always 
needed private ownership rather 
than becoming lost in a chain.” The M 
Ritz may not be the grandest place ™ 
to take tea in London, but it makes 
up for that in quality and style, she 
insists. “Tea shouldn’t be a sombre 
affair - it’s about chatting, if s a social 
interlude. We are trying to bring back 
tea as an event that doesn’t have to ; ; 
be a special occasion.” The inten- 
tion? To make it less formidable. 
And neither price, nor queues, she 
insists, should deter. 
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Tea is served in the Palm Court at The 
Ritz daily at 3 . 30 pm and 5 pm and 
costs £21 per head. 


TEL 0171 293 2222 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 


House and Home 


it just sits in your ear . . . tunes itself to your station . . 
uives you FM quality and clarity ...and costs less than £10! 


THE XI MICRO 

FM RECEIVER 

The world's smallest personal radio 


We Make Sofa’s and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofa’s and Chairs being made 
By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofa or Chair and Fabric. Leave the rest to us. 
Made to Measure 

Vast choice of fabrics. All leading Brand names. Sandersons, Monkwell, 
Osborne and Little, Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

Letting, Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upholstery 
Curtains and Divan 
Sets? 


Congratulations to 
Winners of the International Open 
Amateur Poetry Competition 
“Awaken To A Dream” 
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Wart your own personal pop station white 
you rale? The news on a fravi, The Archers 
on a bus, sports results inyourcar or on your Whet you do notice is the quafty of the 
bike? Muse vrtfle you study -or relax? sou*) you receive! 

\WirieSrdarX1 Moufriey’re 1 The XT Mod arasyrou the clarity < 


Key features of 

the world’s most 
personal radio 

Weight 

15gm(p.5oz). 

Over-affcfamefer 

23 mm (less than 1 inch). 

Microcffcufty 

The same Philips chip that 

drives many expensive 

radbs. 

Speaker 

Moving cofl microspeaker. 
Safety 

2030 Rhium cell included 


We will beat any other price of a comparable quality 


Call the FACTORY SHOP at Poetstyle Ltd. 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare SL, 
Hackney, London E8 3SE (Nr Well St.) 
Tek 0181 533 0915 2 lines Fas 0181 985 2953 


Ann M. Bare /Gwynedd 
DC. Deacon > Ptwardjw 
Sheila Kirkfam / Njnm g tans hi re 
Katharine Lethbridge / Nortt Dnoo 
Mr Linden I London 


H.DC. Piss/ London 

Janet Sd bn /Meneysdc 
Paid Viang/ London 
Damn Widow / Chester 






Fbr Sales 


yours, in an ultra-compact ' whtnm 

one-piece radio. 

Simply perch Ihe XI Wcro inyour A WVy* 
ear, aid you’re in a wild of your L t L L - — IL_ 

own! It goes where you go, tunes h,tf?ecaf - 
itself to the stators you wart, 
becomes your own, uniquely {&& ' 

personal oomparion. 

A complete radio fat a , 

single earphone I ' * 

As you’d expect from C^Sridah; ■■*«**" 

the &xiafr XI Micro is a new aid A 

cxigrai concept a complete rarfo 

receiver, loudspeaker and power 
SLHfy.aflmriabiised into a single rjy J *r\ 

'earphone' about the size of a lOp L__ — 

coin. The unit is shaped Id fit snugly ~<*f& reusing. 
just inside your ear. aid weighs so fitlie you 


muxJ you receive. 2030 Rhium cell indudec 

The XI Wcra gives you frie clarity of FM (reacHy available; lasts a 
sound recaption for everyfrrig, from year in normal use). 
QfC heslralmus ictDtfTefaspofiapor 
\ the exetement of a sports comment ate 

Plug in, press- and play Ihread' type. 

^ The Xl Micro has just three Sty buttons Autoscan push-bu tto n. 

- an orxjff switch; a re-set button; and Guarantee 
an autostansttion-inder button. 1 year 

' T ; ' !r ' S^SonandpopiiinlDyourear- JJj['^^ an()|ocal 
- 3 ~ then press the station-finder « it stettons av ailable on FM 

homes and locks autornaifcafiy onto That means Radiol, fed 

^ri the station you want And that's all! 2, Ratio 3, Radio 4, BBC 

to taiobs to turn, no Adding -it's as GUt,Capkai News, Mss 

y*, - ' fee K1 FM, Classic FM,JazzFM, 

^ ^ ISrefctfetafcHgh.tt 


1 year 
Receives 

AH national aid loc^ 
stations avafetrie cxi FM. 
Thai means Ratiol, Ratio 
2, Ratio 3, Ratio 4, BBC 
GLR, Capital, News, Kiss 
FM, Classic FM, Jazz FM, 
Greek, Melody, Virgin, etc. 



Punch Ashnwe i Oxfordshire 
Eveline R. Askew /Tyne & Ws* 
SbomP. Ayres Essex 
Cyrehia Baita > Surrey 
Roy Ban / LooJpo 
J ohn Bdsoa / 1 ienfbnbhire 
Jain Bond 'Essex 
BnidBuckky/Mdfcsa 
Wealy Carer / Cunmll 
A.K. Ctsdeo / Sooth Devon 
J.K. Coleridge / NorfoJi. 

Edwud Dnger Cm / Wen Midlands 
Lawrd Crofts. Sonersa 
Bento lD'Soraa/ Nairobi 
IG. Doherty < Lroasbre 
Katherine DulT • Durham 
Doughs Darker / Badangtuimhire 
Mefirefa Duraci* . Avon 
Mike Eims > Cmranbensiiire 
1 fcrriU / Pyfcd 

Paidfl Louise Fleet Cambridgeshire 
Antony J. Goktonn / Sumy 
May Gonhn i West Sissa 
WG. Gordon /'Angus 
Liood Junes Hampshire ; Essex 
Geoffiey Hofirmn / HenfciMire 
FredencI Jones /G*w 
MaAew W. Jones/ Bed&mUun.- 
IngridKerr. Otmfnesshrie 
Colin LamstH / Norfolk 


Lesdi / Wiltshire 
Dnid Leadbiter l Cumbria 
Henry KJ. Hadley / Shropshire 
EdwmJ A. Marshall Sheffield 
W0lbra MashaD ‘ Curiuix 
Margaret Masoo/ Norfolk 
Damn Mfthesoa > RosMhn 
Sheila McGura > Dtmamastor 
Mona M3kr; London 
BuumiOgHBiji ’ London 
Joan Red /Norfolk 
Kjne Prcsoi * Lancashire 
RPruud/Essn 
Anna Pusshoa / Latcolndtn 
Fanil L Simpsoa-RaaayAe I Ksa 
Bryaa Satan ; SufltA 
Aleurder Jobs Saeomr / Nofliaauoahn 
Breah Stop (Somerset 
John Fanley Sing .'Kna 
Shah L Sflitb ■ B a d nagte i Mho e 
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And the price of this feat 
of miniaturisation? 


SINCLAIR 

RESEARCH 

VscforSaviCttDwiaoa 


13 Dmngtan Road, 

fagdhlhHft J “St £9>50| plus p&p! VVeingborau^.Norihe^NNBzn. 




Sond to: VbcW Services Dvlsion.13 Denington Road, VWngbottru^ Nathans i»B 2RLCi^ cad hokfere' Id^m 01833279 300. 
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Unusual Gifts 


l fH erna ^ mal L i bra O of Poary sponsors m amaieur poeay aspetnkri S *e UK 
ud Ireland and wrll award over £18,000 in prize money over the next 12 nionilB. Anyone rimy o®r 
fte compemKjn smpiy by sending in one original poem, any sobfoct. any style, to: IV 
Lara ' 7 of ***** ^ 5814, FREEPOST LON, SnTfNGBOURNE, Kent 
ii i R ^ samp rct l lJ,n:d >- The poem should be no more than 20 tws,"»d *e poeri toot 
“ 7 . rm ‘ st 3 , p P“ r “ to l0 P of to page. The entry must be typed w wriy hmth.-rinefl aad 
wilt not pc returned All poets who enter will receive a reply, alone with complete ooraperitroo rules, 
within tune weeks. V 








Order your XI Micro today 


Qty j ton 1 Pnce itxMjuia ' Total 


The Xi Mcroisauai3blooniyt}vrnail.andon)v 
from Sfldatr fteseardr. 

Hcos^E550 50p post and packing His 
despafehad ccnplete wih bua-n ae/ial. 
cell, and ftf^nctnictione. It is guorantoed lor 12 
months and n you ar e not dalgti®d try its 
performance, amply rdum t wrthn 30 days tor a 
fj, (XHtuestore refund. Please alkw 28 days ta 
defcvey. fKSBM 


f_ I enclose castitfiKpia/PO mate payable to 


| Address 


Sinclair Research lid far E 


J ' M 1 

|tlllLMKSBFIIWiaB*WietQIWFEBBl]HH(FC(WElEI#tt| 

|«S 5 


or debrt my Visa 

expiry dffie:Month _ 
Card number 

nrrr~'n- 


1 Mastercard : 


St^aure. 



gggB BSWk to QUICK & DIRECT, 

PREffosTflcwea 

is7n WRBuii n, wauoH on nuuES. 

SURREY ICnaiBR T*L 01932-233*43 



Congntukdons to all prize dinners aid to an s emi-fmalists! 

Pb«s House, Crenrers Road Dolphin Part. Sittingboume, Kem MElfl 3HB- 
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FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th oentury mahogany 
extending dining 

lab^aiwaysm ^(JonncbtUqdti 
* JtjukhamfutouLf'. 

usually available . 

We will endeavour to find the table you requtfe^ 
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Dancers’ 
costumes 

from 

Twenties 

night-club 

shows, by 
a peerless 
■ theatrical 
designer, are 
to be sold at 
Christie’s, 
reports John 
Windsor 


* 



Erie’s phenomenal 
creative output 
extended from stage 
to catwalk. Left, Ins 
costume for the show 
'Casanova’ at the 
Scala In Berlin, 1930. 
Below; left to right 
costume for the 
Folies-Berg&re, 1920; 
Ceres for The Planets’ 
at the Bai Tabarin In 
Paris, 1937; Octopus 
for The Bottom of the 
Sea’ at the French 
Casino In New Ybrk, 
1946, and the 
Lantern-bearer for 
The Treasures of 
Imtociifria' at the 
Alcazar music hall In 
Marseilles in 1922 


Erte’s gay Paree 




£ 


A unique collection of exotic topless 
costumes by the French designer Erie, 
worn in floor shows in Pan's nightclubs 
mine Hurtles, is for sale at Christie’s South 
Kensington next week. 

nstn^oon? 31 name R ° main de ru1o£f 
(1892-1990) - was the most famous 

theatre and fashion designer of his day. 
His scanty costumes, with sequins, col- 
oured ostrich plumes and imaginative 
appendages, were designed to amaze and 
amuse middle-class Parisians. But for Brit- 
ish tourists in our grandfathers' day, they 
epitomised the naughtiness of gay Paree. 

The 22 lots in this lovingly preserved 
collection, “the property of a gentleman", 
were mostly worn by women performers at 
the BaJ Tabarin in Montmartre. The night- 
club’s owner, Pierre Sand- 
rim, was the son of the 
prima ballerina Emma 
Sandrini. He introduced 
ballet to his floor 
shows, and Erie’s 





designs transformed them into spectacular 
tableaux. 

There was a new show every year, each 
with a theme, such as The Planers or The 
Symphony, some were inspired by histor- 
ical figures such as Cleopatra and 
Madame de Pompadour. 

In the sale, two lots of leopard and tiger 
costume pieces, with tall headdresses, 
flowing trains and padded tails - but 
nothing to cover the torso - are estimated 
at £150-£200. 

There are 10 halter-necked body stock- 
ings from Metal, one of the most success- 
ful Thirties ballets. They are densely 
embroidered with gold and pink sequins 
in the form of cogs. The same lot includes 
eight bodices with simulated pearls, 
trimmed with ostrich feathers, and a col- 
lection of undergarments including a nov- 
elty bra in the form of a 
cat’s head. The est- 
imate is £100-£200. 

All the costumes 



in the sale are still wearable: most of them 
arc sizes 10 and 12. A Ceres costume with 
simulated ears of wheat, for The Planets of 
1937, is estimated at £150-£200, and flow- 
ing capes with wave designs from La Mer, 
also 1937, £7Cl0-£800. A lyre costume with 
a platform waist and tassels, dated as late 
as 1945. is estimated at £150-£200. 

Erte’s long career spanned designing 
costumes for Mata Hari in 1913 to design- 
ing costumes and sets for Giyndeboume's 
Der Rosenkavalier in 1980. The revealing 
costumes to be auctioned give no “ 
hint that he was the creator of 
unisex fashion in 1926. But he 
was. 

The Erie costumes will be 
lots 79-100 in Christie’s South 
Kensington’s sale of fine 
costume and needlework, 

Tuesday, 2pm, at 85 Old 
Brampton Road, 

London SW7 
(0171-581 7611). 
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ADWATCH: Audi breaks fresh ground 


Under the counter 

with Lindsay Calder 

Who s afraid of the 

farty-breath bug? 


: hand-over of Hong 
ong to Chinese rule 
the topical backdrop 
4 -5m launch of 
lew A6 car which 
n TV earlier this 
he ad says as much 
jidi as it does about 
model, the company 
3ut what does it say 
ie state of British car 
mg? 

n takes place on a 
isbing boat 
hing south Chinese 

Harbour police stop 

arch for illegal 
n ugg led from the 
voice-over talks of 
id of consumerism 
munist societies, 
assive crew watch in 
s the police leave 
an ded. The boat 

the waters beneath 

boat’s wake and 
is towing a canvas- 

load. Next shot is a 
se by a quayside 
e wrapping are 
to reveal the new 

its glory- Some 
js are one step 

ie voice-over 

as the car is seen 
lone a Chinese 




I think it was the moment when 

my husband said “we’d better 
give Dad power of attorney 
wMlewerc "»*" that really 
d!d U for me. Spending a momh 
in South America had been grad 
uaUy losing its appeal ever since 
Fd paid for the flights. 

At first I spurned Cornwall 

and the Costa del Sol as not 
exotic enough, but sod that - 
come rain, come grockles, come 
fish and chips, at least the odds 
are high on returning home from 
the holidays. 1 confess it was mv 
idea to take this extended “holi- 
day" - I’d read the guidebooks, 
and had no qualms whatsoever, 
but as soon as they get to hear of 
your impending trip, the holiday 
terrorists come out in force, and 
vie with each other to recount 
the most gruesome anecdoie 
about your destination. 

I’ve spent £160 on vaccin- 
ations, and have so many holes 
in my arms that, if my hodv 
weight were halved, people 
would be forgiven for thinking I 
were a supermodel. Bui jabs are 
not enough. The favourite “you'll 
□ever guess what I caught there" 
illness is giardiasis. Three people 
have told me about it. and I don't 
want to know any more. I had 
never heard of giardiasis until a 
friend’s boyfriend caught it. 
When I asked what it was. she 
explained in a most serious tone, 
“well it’s awful - you burp farts’*. 

It wasn’t so much his health she 
was concerned about: she was 
most put out that she had to sit 
next to him on the 14-hour flight 
home. Others have described 
the condition as “Coca-Cola bot- 
tom”. Please, please God, don’t 
let me catch this. 

Then, there’s the infection 
you get if you pee into stagnant 
water (why you would want to, I 
don’t know, other than because 
it makes a nice sound) and Jitrle 
micro- things swim “upstream" 
into your body. I was told this by 
a woman who is known at the 
company, where she is a director, 


l ^ e simple housewife", so I 
«dn 1 pay much attention when 
she gleefully told me I must 
pee through a tea-strainer". A 
rather more convincing source 
trotted out this same advice yes- 
terday, so 1 m beginning to 
believe u. But the most startling 
comment came from an alarm- 
ing’ dippy lawyer I know, 
w here are you going? Oh, 
lovely. Friends of mine went 
there last year. He died after 
^'eek, but I think they were hav- 
ing a lovely time.” 

Look out bandits, mosquitoes 
and farty-breath bugs, because I 
nave been doing some serious 
shopping: khaki army trousers 
with drawstring ankles to keep 
the ereepy-c raw lies out. £19.37. 
from Laurence Comer. Zoom 
headlamp for hands-free night- 
hme jungle ablutions, £24.99: 
Belt Bank, a belt with interior zip 
to stash the cash and fool the 
desperados. £9.99: Pur Potable 
water purifier, to eliminate giar- 
diasts cysts. £5 4.W; all from the 
Survival Shop. Lifestyle impreg- 
nated mosquito net, £2S.95: 
Expedition J00 (maximum 
strength) insect repellent, so 
dengue fever doesn't interfere 
£ith our itinerary. £5.99; Swiss 
Clean wipes, to wipe absolutely 
everything. £2.99: all from the 
Porter Nash Pharmacy. Emer- 
gency sterile medical kit. £17.50; 
Immodium. box of 18 (I’ve got 
four boxes). £5.99; Boots. 

T don t have room for .m y 
clothes at all. now that I’ve 
packed that lot. but I've got to 
make space for a couple more 
things: a tea strainer, and a 
packet of extra strong mints for 
the flight home. 


Laurence Comer, 62-64 Hamp- 
stead Road, London Nh'l ( 0171 - 
813 1010); The Survival Shop, 11 - 
13 West Colonnade, Elision 
Station, London NW1 (0171-3S8 
8353); Porter Nash Pharmacy, 
British Airways. 156 Regent Street, 
London W1 (0171-434 4700). 


A life of facts 


What we spent on private health and fitness 
clubs and 

home fitness equipment 


1991-96 

£m 

1991 

572 

1992 

577 

•1993 . 

596 

1994 

640 

1995 

711 

1996 

780 

Participation in sport and exercise. 

November 


1^96 

1 play sport or exercise at least once a week 
because 1 enjoy ft 22% 

I play sport or exercise at least once a week 
because I think I ought to for my health/fitriess 

7% 

I play, sport or exercise occasionally 
because I enjoy it 1 1% 

. l pTay sport or exercise occasionally 
because I think I should for my health/fitness 
' . '. 6 % 


. Chinese say. 
sound like 


much, but this ad is little 
short of revolutionaiy. All 
too often car ads are saraey 
and bland - slick motors 
racing along countiy roads. 
Or, for a bit of variety, 
blistering deserts. Or even 
burning fields. 

Admittedly, the Nineties 
have bred a new genre with 
“new men” lulling screaming 
babies to sleep with the purr 

of their car’s engine. Or 
racing effortlessly to the 

hospital as their wives were 
giving birth. Or fantasising 
about furtive snogs on the 
bonnet with... their wives. 


Yet ads that really stand out 
are few and far between. 

Some have tried too hard. 
Like Rover- Its latest ads 
feature a bomb disposal 
expert driving to his next 
job. (The Rover is as smooth 
as the touch required ro 
dismantle the bomb, you 
see.) A second ad, with a 
blindfolded hostage released 
by turbaned tribesmen in a 
mountainous land, was 
withdrawn last week 
following complaints about 
taste. 

There are, however, a few 
exceptions. Such as the 


launch campaign for the Ka, 
which teased the audience 
with glimpses of the product 
and a host of apparently 
unrelated imageiy. And 
Audi, which has adopted a 
more cerebral approach. 

Recent Audi campaigns 
rely on understatement - not 
an obvious advertising 
strategy. In the classic A4 
commercial, a gauche yuppie 
test-drives the car, spouting 
all manner of grating 
Eighties aspirations before 
conceding that it’s not his 
style. In last year's launch ad 
for the A3, the car is seen 


driving towards a gauntlet of 
advertising cliches: falling 
rocks, fire and brimstone. 
Instead of continuing, the 
A3 driver turns back. “If you 
want stunts, go to the 
circus,” the strapline dryly 
observes. 

The agency behind these 
ads, Barrie Bogle Hegarty, 
calls it an “antidote" to 
traditional car advertising. 
“Why be restricted by set 
agendas, is the message of 
the A6 launch campaign,” an 
account manager, Richard 
Exon, explains. “It’s about 
questioning the status quo* 

Audi’s marketing director, 
Neil Burrows, adds: “It is 
getting harder for a new 
car’s advertising to break 
through in an original way. 
Hopefully, our approach 
really will be unexpected.” 

The new A6 is important 
for Audi, he explains. “It 
does a job for die whole 
Audi range. With its bold 
and striking design, we hope 
the A6 will underline what 
Audi stands for style, class, 
reliability and gooddesjgn.” 

Whether prospective 
buyers agree remains to be 
seen, but one thing’s for 
sure: they'll be likely to 
remember its name. 

Meg Carter I 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Hardwood Garden Furniture from £ 59.99 (inc. carriage). 

Ideal for outdoor and conservatory use, this high 
quality garden furniture is exceptional value. 

The furniture is made from Bagtiban, a heavy 
hardwood timber from sustained forestry 
resources, sanded to a smooth finish and treated 
with teak oil to enhance its looks and durability. 

Constructed to a high standard, using mortise 
and tenon joints, it can be left outdoors in all 
seasons and requires minimal mahuainan ce - 

just a coal of reok oil once or twice a year. 

The 4ft (122cm) bench costs £ 89.99, and the 5ft ( 152cm) is just£ 99.99. The chain cost £ 69 99 and 

I bCnC ^^ Chaif ’ raeasure 90 ^ ^ 62cm deep. The coffee table costs 

I just £ 59.99 and measures 90cm long, 

45cm wide and 4Ictn high. t nc*c*«dm<r 

The furniture is delivered flat-packed but | 
each item is easily constructed from four i 

separate pieces which slot together to give | &,£ 

a professional finish. UK mainland car- j 'c newspaper publishing moan or** my 

■ ArcrWVia jcohum by tha amount. M> end munbci pi 



fsvdcn bcndaril £ £ 8959 each 

live-low garden hcnctueti 13 £ 9959 neb 

ganfcn diaiu , I *r C W.9V «wh 

— Ooffcr bbieti) t r £ 5959 


riage is included in the offer price. 

HOW TO ORDER * fill in the coupon and tend 
together wnh cheque or postal order/*. NO CASH 
please to- THE INDEPENDENT GARDEN 
FURNITURE OFFER (1ND257I 
PXXBOX 222 . CHATHAM, KENT. ME4 4FE. 

For Access/Visa orders, phase phroe 91634 296005 
(24 hours a day. 7 days a weekl.Telephooe 01(34 
296005 for si] enquiries. 

We defter » addresses n the UK only. Please allow up 
to 28 days far delivery from rcrripr of enter. 

Rtfuni airfrai 7 dajs for refund If not completely saiis- 
fied. Offer subject lo availability. 


j E*P«y*ie ' Sjpumir. 


NAME. 


ADDRESS. 


.POSTCODE 
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INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND 


Getting in a flap over cats ... 


W hat a bad time it is for cats 
Humphrey, the Downing Street cat 
was almost run-over by the Clinton 
cavalcade. Then there were bizarre 
revelations of Princess Michael using traps to 
catch strays in the hallowed precincts of Kens- 
ingion Palace. 

But whatever ones sympathies, there is no 
doubt cats can be a nuisance. When my cat 
Rocky, messed on the rush matting in the bath- 
room last week, my impulse was to conceal the 
crime rather than risk another “Give that cat 
away/Off with his head" tirade from my hus- 
band. But it proved impossible to clean. I had 
to cut out the smelly patch, and was found by 
hubby looking for a sharp knife in the cat- 
bedewed tool box. The cats been in the bath- 
room again. Have you seen the Stanley knife?" 
I asked. “You don’t need a knife,” came the tart 
reply. “The vet will put him down painlessly for 
you". Rocky, eavesdropping, recognised his 
insulting tone and took a swift revenge. Hus- 
bands trousers were draped high on the bedpost. 
He heaved his aching joints on to the bed, and 
must have twisted himself round that bedpost 
in an acrobatic leap to water the trousers. 

Is there no cure for such cattiness? Can I save 
Rocky? I asked some experts. 

“Its unusual." said the pet behavioural expert 
Peter Neville, author of Cat Behaviour Explained 
(FAB Publications, £8.99). He doubted that 
Rocky, a placid neuter, had a personal vendetta 
against ray husband. The emotional bits of cats 
brains aren't as highly developed as a dogs. “Has 
vour husband changed smell? Aftershave? Is he 
stressed at work ? It you have tiffs, it can set the 
cat off. He’s trying to associate his mark with 
your husbands. It may be innocent - if your hus- 
band brought in an old cat scent once, even if 
its gone away, he associates the scent with his.” 

Peter explained that Rocky could be treated 
by a pet counsellor like himself if a vet were to 
refer him, with fees reclaimable from pet insur- 
ance. He might prescribe an anti-stress drug 
similar to Prozac. Maybe my husband could 
become more cat user-friendly by feeding 
Rocky every day. 


What can you do to 
keep the peace and 
stop the pee? Jane 
Furnival tries to 
control some wayward 
cattiness 








Audrey Hepburn and her ginger co-star 
in 'Breakfast at Tiffany’s' (1961) 

(Unlikely.) “Second, that it becomes a natural 
ritual for your cat to pee and poo on your hus- 
bands things, and he gets anxious if he doesn’t” 
So what can 1 do to keep the peace and stop 
the pee? There are cheap sprays that are sup- 
posed (o deter cats from your house and gar- 
den. though I have never found an effective one, 
perhaps because many of them need to be 
applied daily and I give up too fast Sainsbuiy’s 
Homebase has a variety, from Pepper Dust 
at £2.99 to Bio Ready to Use Cat and Ani- 
mal Repellent Spray at £3.79. 

But the industrial-strength spray is called 
Feliway, available from vets at about £13 JO 
for a 60ml bottle. You spray it on the 
items or places the cat favours for 
• , v, his toilet. Feliways Marketing 
Manager, Ronnie Leggat. revealed 
’ • that many share my cat's problem. 

: > : ?T “People think they are the only ones 
to suffer,” he said “But our research 
£? shows that one in three cat owners has this 

jgf problem. People put up with it, on average, 
* for 55 months before seeking help." 

Cats have specific btles noires. He once 
received a desperate call from the owners of a 
Siamese whose urinaiy dexterity had put paid 
to two camcorders, a microwave, a toaster and 
a kettle. Another owner found her Safeway car- 
rier-bags of food soaked, the moment she 
came home with them. Ronnie Leggat suspects 
that some substances, such as plastic bags and 
warm electrics, give off smells which the cat con- 
fuses with other cats urine. So it resprays them 
to name-tag the places as its own. 

Cleaning up with bleaches or detergents may 
also encourage them to go again in the same 
place. The ammonia in cleaning fluids has a 
urine-like smell. “Clean up thoroughly with a 
biological detergent, then fill a plant mister with 
surgical spirit and spray the area," advises Clare 


Tickner of the Feline Advisory Bureau, which 
publishes two free leaflets on the subject. 
Indoor Spraying Problems and Indoor Tbflet- 
ing Problems. “Cats rarely spray near their food, 
so put small tubs of diy cat food at their 
favourite sites. Stick the food down to stop the 
cat eating it" Other tactics indude putting down 
pine cones of tin fofl on the area. Never rub a 
cats nose in its doings, or tell it off, the FAB 
advises. It just makes them feel more insecure. 

RSPCA vet David Grant thinks this com- 
plaint is the province of dassy cats. “You see 
this behaviour in emotional cats, such as tor- 
toiseshells, Burmese, Siamese; Abyssinian and, 
yes, British Blues.” He wains that its a self-per- 
petuating problem unless you dean well. 

“A cat urinates out a particular pheromone 
when it is stressed out. The smell of this rein- 
forces the desire to pee there again.” 

If the smell lingers, wbat can you do? I h3ve 
found that Ambi Pur air freshener, a real per- 
fume bottle you plug in, is effective. The euca- 
lyptus variety is best, the floral smells like cheap 
aftershave. Sue Phillips, of Classic FM’s Gar- 
dening Forum , suggests Shaws No-Stain, an 
“amazing” dear liquid which removed all traces 
of her cats active dislike of a visitor. 

Others have problems with intruder cats com- 
ing into their house or garden and leaving a 
marker scent. 

Tkke a robust approach. Spiky plants will 
deter cats from using your flower beds. Spread 
out the cuttings from raspberry plants. Clear 
the area of cat-attracting plants such as catnip 
and catmint. 

In extreme cases, there is always ambush. “A 
water pistol is useful,” suggests Clare Tickner. 
The problem of cat burglars in the house is 
solved by using a Stayweli 32 cat door, which 
gives cats a magnetic door key worn on a col- 
lar that releases the door catch only to them. 
There are several different colour codes of door 
key, and I found that a neighbouring cat was get- 
ting in because its owners had by chance bought 
the same colour for their cat I got round this 
by writing to Stayweli, who obiiginglychanged 
my unit free of charge. 

The deluxe animal repellent, says Sue 
Phillips, is Catwatch Mark TWo. This is an J 
electronic box that emits an unpleasant noise I 
if a cat comes within 40ft. Birds and humans J 
cant hear it and you can use it inside or out- 
side the house. 

• Feliway Natural Spray costs from £13.50 
from vets. For more information, contact Sanofi 
Animal Health, PO Bax 209. Rhodes Way, Wat- 
ford , Hertfordshire, WD2 4QE (01923 212212). 

• The Feline Advisory Bureaus leaflets. Indoor 
Toileting Problems and Indoor Spraying Problems, 
are free if you send a large sae ( and preferably a 
small donation). You can also order ftier Nevilles’ 
book ‘Cat Behaviour Explained’, at £8.99 includ- 
ing p&p. FAB. Taeselbury, High Street, Tisbuty, 
Wiltshire SP3 6LD. 

• Stayweli 32 cat door with cat door key on its 
coBar costs £4250 from The Pet Pavilion, Chelsea 
Farmers Market, Sidney Street, London SW3 6NR 
(mail order. 0172-376 8800). 

• Catwatch Mark Two, £49.99. Call 01763 
244266 f Concept Research) for stockists and mail 
order details. 

• Get a list of cat counsellors from the Asso- 
ciation of Pet Behavioural Counsellors, 01386 
751151. If you are referred from a vet, you can 
reclaim fees (average £40) from your pet insur- 
ance. 

•Ambi Pur air freshener costs about £3 from 
Waitrose and other supermarkets. Refills, 
about £1.85. JL 


Pictures taken from 
'Cat World -a Fefine 
Encyclopedia' by 
Desmond Morris 
(Ebury Press, £30) 


Saturday, 7 June 1997 


The South of England Show 


ets £9 adults, £5 senior citi- 
zens/students, £3 JO children 

The essentials ... 

Although this is one of the 
country’s biggest agricultural 
shows you don’t have-to be a 
former to go. Set in the heart 
of rural West Sussex, Ard- 
indy gives dry dwellers a 

chance to sample the great 
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outdoors and see what a 
British BSE-free cow actually 
looks like. But before you 
start checking the di m e n s i ons 
of your fridge freezer and car 
roof-rack, as you imagine a - 

juicy fillet steak with tartars - 
sauce, rh»s cattle is not for 
sale. Along with the pedigree 
sheep, these prize winning 
specimens are for show only. 
You pan buy smaller animals " 
like ducks, which cost 
between £10 and £15 and 
apparently make ideal pets, 
although they’re also great 
served with a tangy orange 
sauce. Vegetarians though 
may prefer to sample the 
home made produce, such as 
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No soft soap, just home-made 
bakes and stacks of cakes 

Lush has gone from cottage industry to international name, writes Meg Carter 




preserves which start at £1.75 
and cakes from 50p. If as a 
child you dreamt of driving a 
shiny red tractor this is the 
place to rum those fanciful 
thoughts into reality. You can 
pick up a spanking New Hol- 
land Series for just £54,000. 

Or a woolly jumper, buy a 
classic chunky knit Acorn -• 
jumper with a lamb or horse 
motif for £49 from the Yeovil 
Sheep Skin Shop stand or by 
mail order on 01935 423468. 
Or green wellies: Try Kevin’s 
Men's Wear stand where 
basic PVC boots cost 
£10,99 or £34.00 for the 
Hunter and Huntress 
buckled brand, or phone 
01373 822145. 



m 

Wim 

'Jr - - 


I t’s fast becoming known 
as the Nineties Body 
Shop. Lush, purveyor of 
fresh and handmade cosmet- 
ics, bath and body products, 
already has seven branches in 
the UK with four more open- 
ing in coming weeks and a 
growing presence overseas. 
Paris is next on the cards fol- 
lowing successful openings in 
Vancouver, Toronto and Syd- 
ney. Lush has even reached 
Croatia, too. 

Not bad for a team who 
just three years ago were out 
of work (and pocket) follow- 
ing the collapse of their pre- 
vious business, the mail 
order operation Cosmetics 
to Go. With little else to do. 
they gravitated back together 
and began mixing cosmetics 
bv food processor in the 
Poole kitchen of Lush's man- 
aging director, Mark Con- 
stantine. In 1995. the first 
store opened in Poole. With 
its striking displays of soap 
hunks piled high like 
cheeses, fresh face packs 

served from mixing bowls, 

deli-style, and bath salts and 
shampoos stacked like rows 
of cannon balls. Lush quickly 
caught on. A ddbut in Lon- 
don’s Covent Garden fol- 
lowed soon after. 

Growth since has been 
rapid - fuelled by the 
founders' commitment to 
hand-made, fresh produce. 
Enzynamitc, a Papaya 
cleansing treatment. Aroma- 


Bread. a bread-based face 
mask, and Red Rooster, 
orange- and spice-based 
soaps, are typical creations. 
No ingredient has been ani- 
mal-tested, most are fresh. 
Packaging is kept to a mini- 
mum. Visiting the stores is 
more like popping down to 
the local bakery than shop- 
ping at Boots or even Lush’s 
closest spiritual rival. Body 
Shop. Constantine and his 
colleagues are, in the truest 
sense, a cottage industry. So 
how wifi Lush retain its 
unique style in the face of 
such dramatic growth? 

Constantine affects reluc- 
tant acceptance of the chain's 
dramatic growth, suggesting 
consumer demand rather 
than barefaced ambition is 
dragging Lush into high 
streets across the land. How- 
ever, be is wise to be cau- 
tious. “We’ve been up all the 
ladders and down the snakes 
right back to the beginning of 
the board,” he explains. 
“We’ve had our share of suc- 
cess." And failure, too. Hav- 
ing supplied the Body Shop 
for years with his own inven- 
tions, such as Ice Blue Sham- 
poo and Peppermint Foot 
Lotion, his Cosmetics to Go 
became a victim of its own 
success when, unable to fulfil 
orders, it went into adminis- 
tration, It is now owned by 
someone else. 

There may be little to 
prove, but they still have a liv- 


ing to make. Which is why 
Lush has already done things 
differently to Body Shop in 
its early days. “If you don’t 
like the principle of packag- 
ing, you get rid of the box, 
cellophane and instruction 
leaflet - getting it down to 
the minimum bottle and 
labelling with a good product 
inside," Constantine explains. 
The next step? “Something 
solid with no packaging at 
alL" And there’s more: “Next 
is no preservatives. But you 
can only do this if your prod- 
ucts have no water content 
So we developed solid bars of 
shampoo." 

“Natural" is not the issue 
although it is important 
Which is why Lush does use 
some synthetic materials: 
“People like their shampoo 
to lava,” he explains. “My 
belief is when people ask for 
'natural’ what they really 
mean is ‘safe’." As no ingre- 
dients or products, for that 
matter, have been tested on 
animals, all rely on simple, 
basic ingredients. “If you 
want to stick to this it’s sim- 
ple: you choose materials 
that are known quantities, 
like bananas.” 

This is underlined in the 
Lush Manifesto, reproduced 
in every edition of the cus- 
tomer newspaper Lush 
Times. TVe also believe in 
malting our fresh products by 
hand, printing our own 
labels and making our own 


fragrances,” the manifesto 
adds. This was bom of 
necessity rather than choice, 
retail director Roweoa Hof- 
baucr explains. “When we 
started up Lush we were 
broke. Labels were produced 
on our computer and 
because of the paper we 
used, many disintegrated in 
the shower. While we have 
improved this, the principle 
remains the same - ail prod- 
ucts are dated and cany the 
name of the person who 
made that batch.” 

The back to basics 
approach extends to self- 
promotion, too. Wary of the 
hard sell. Lush prefers to 
stress the unassailable facts 
of its products - mostly nat- 
ural and always fresh. Even 
the no animal testing stance 
doesn't get a look in. “No 
one really likes the hard sell, 
do they?” Constantine 
observes. “‘Natural* and 
‘fresh’, is all we really need 
to say. Other cosmetics can 
be up to two years old by the 
time you buy them. ‘Fresh’ is 
a significant differentiator. I 
wouldn't be surprised if in a 
few years’ time it really 
catches on." 

So how will Lush reconcile 
this with expansion over- 
seas? The UK shops’ 110- 
strong product range is still 
produced by hand in Poole. 
There is talk, however, of 
setting up a second produc- 
tion centre to supply the 


Glasgow branch and future 
shops in Scotland and north- 
ern England. No problem. 
Constantine says. Lush 
recipes have already been 
successfully exported abroad. 

"We never actively 
decided to go international - 
at least nor this soon," he 
says. Overseas branches 
came about only when local 
entrepreneurs approached 
him to copy the Covent Gar- 
den store. They are not fran- 
chised, like Body Shop, but 
the result of one-to-one 
deals which involve training 
In the Lush art of fresh cos- 
metics production. Constant- 
ine likens it to a network of 
local bakeries. The only 
exception is in Croatia where 
the owner makes regular 
trips to England with an 
empty van and pockets full 
of cash. 

“We’re probably the only 
people who could have done 
it - after all. we did start 
making all our products 
from home.’’ he claims. 
Which is why Lush remains 
confident that no matter 
how large it grows, it will 
keep the faith - with its 
founding principles and its 
cottage industry roots. 

“We’re not going to be as 
large as the Body Shop, 
ever. But we do think we’ll 
appear in almost every coun- 
try, eventually,’’ Constantine 
says. So long as it continues 
to be fresh. ‘And fun." 


m 
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motoring 


A great 


little mover 


The Renault Megane Scenic 
fits the bill for a young family, 
writes John Simister 


G alaxy Man is the symbol of 
New Labour’s new con- 
verts: affluent folk with the 
high-minded, high-value 
thoughts to match the 
high seating position of 
this most papular of multi-purpose vehi- 
cles. Those who drive MPVs (subtext: it’s 
slightly naff to like cars, so I drive 
something practical and useful that isn’t 
obviously a car) perfectly represented 
the key to Labour's success. 

But there's something not quite right 
about all this. A Ford Galaxy, a Volk- 
swagen Sharan, a Renault Espace. a 
Toyota Previa - they're all rather big. 
bunging up the pavements as they dis- 
, gorge their contents on the school run, 
1 guzzling rather more gas than is truly 
green in this caring, sharing future of 
ours. Besides, when did you last see an 
MPV with all seven seats sat upon? 

Out of this vacuum of MPV doubt 
emerges the Renault Megane Scenic, 
ft's a sort of three-quarter-scale Espace 
that does everything a hill-size MPV can 
do. apart from carry seven people. To 
compensate for this possible short- 
coming, you get a car that is more 
manoeuvrable and easier to park, that 
uses less fuel, and that even gives you 
slightly more luggage space. It is also 
cheaper than the average magic bus. 

People don’t buy MPVs purely for 
space and seating capacity, though. 
They buy them for the high seating posi- 
tion, which children particularly enjoy, 
and for their versatility. The Scenic fills 
these needs perfectly, and takes the ver- 
i '-atility yet further. It's based on the 
under-structure of a regular Renault 


Megane, but has a higher, secondary 
floor. The space between the two floor 
layers, space normally wasted in MPVs. 
is filled with storage compartments in 
the Scenic. Your offspring could lose a 
teddy bear for years if they tried hard 
enough. 

Then there are the rear seats. These 
fold flat, tumble forward out of the way 
or can be removed altogether, as in most 
MPVs, but you can also remove just the 
middle seat and move the outer ones 
closer together, so they can recline 
fully past the rear-wheel housings- With 
all three seats in place, you can move 
the middle one further forward so that 
a child sat thereon is closer to its par- 
ents in the front, or so that three adults 
in the rear row don't rub shoulders. This 
middle seat can fold into a table, too; 
and if you fold down all three rear seats 
you can reposition the rigid (very 
strong) rear shelf lower down fo align 
with the folded seats. You’ll then have 
a flat load area, with some storage space 
left beneath. Alternatively, you can 
store the shelf on the floor, or take it 
out completely when your Scenic is 
being a van. 

Top-model Scenics can be had with 
every seat in a different colour, to 
brighten an otherwise grey interior and, 
no doubt, encourage regular occupants 
to claim "their” seats. Whoever opts for 
the centre rear seat ts not short-changed 
on safety, either, there’s a proper three- 
point belt, which retracts into the roof 
when not needed. Its metal end is pre- 
vented from swaying a round by a neat, 
roof-mounted magnet. 

With its solid rear shelf and small 



RENAULT MEGANE | 
SCENIC RXE 2.0 


Price (on the road); 
£1 6,595. 

Engine; 1,998ec, 
four cylinders, 
eight valves, 

115bhp at 5,400rpm; 
live-speed gearbox, 
front-wheel drive. 
Performance: 
top speed 115mph, 
C-60 in 10.9sec. 

Fuel consumption; 
25-30mpg 


external size (more or less the same as 
a normal Megane, apart from the 
height), the Scenic is more adaptable 
than most MPVs to the multifarious 
needs of everyday life. It's also surpris- 
ingly entertaining to drive, because the 
relatively small size makes it more agile 
than the average MPV. It leans more in 
comers than an ordinary Megane hatch- 
back. of course, but it retains most of 
that car’s ability to make bends flow 
together, without causing the occu- 
pants to be flung around. You sit high, 
but the Scenic does not feel unwieldy or 
top-heavy, just relaxing and very com- 
fortable. 

There are two petrol engine sizes on 
offer; 1.6 litres, which copes adequately 
but can struggle when every cubic inch 
of the ample carrying capacity is in use, 
and 2.0 litres, a better bet because it 
makes what Renault UK terms its 
“Multi Activity Car’ usefully more 
active. You can also have a 3.9-litre tur- 
bodiesel, but it’s a fairly gruff machine. 
Trim levels begin at RN - an RN 1.6 
costs £12,995 - and progress through RT 
to the sybaritic RXE which, with the 20- 
litre motor, is yours for £16,595. 

You should try one. Move over. 
Galaxy Man. New Labour, your char- 
iot awaits. 


T he Scenic's success in mainland Europe explains why its 
British launch has been delayed: the car should have 
been here in February. Now that it’s available, maybe the 
same scenario will unfold here, and Renault will dean up white 
other car-makers hurriedly hone the rivals. Here’s what they 
have in store: 


Citroen: The Xanae concept car, which did the motor-show 
rounds a couple of years ago, had huge, chev ron-! ike glass pan- 
els in the roof (the idea was to echo the company's badge) and 
a side-window treatment that made the Xanae look like a giant 
eye. A production version, based on the Z.X replacement due 
this autumn, would look less bizarre but would still obviously 
be a Citroen. A Peugeot variation is likely, too. 


radical, “one-box" design with a double-layer floor designed to 
deflect the engine under the passenger compartment in a 
crash. Prices should start at about £15,000. which will bring 
Mercedes into a new market. Engines will be i.4-litre and 1.6- 
litre petrol units, and a 1.7-litre turbo-diesel, and the styling is 
truly striking, with a very short nose, a waistline rising in a 
curve to the roof, and a wraparound rear window. 


Fiat: The Multipla. a six-sea ter wft/t a cage-like tubular chassis 
beneath simple body panels, goes on sale in November next 
year. It's no longer than a Scenic, but wider, with very upright 
sides and slim doors to make room for two rows of three seats, 
fr has a strange, double-bubble body design, with the wind- 
screen occupying a separate bubble from the bonnet beneath, 
and a fascia with a huge central speedometer and a beehive- 
like air vent. 


Vauxhall: A new Astra will be launched at the Frankfurt Show 
in September, featuring many lightweight components in a bid 
to reverse the recent trend of new cars to be heavier than those 
they replace ( the result of more complexity and safety equip- 
ment). The Astra range will include an MPV slightly larger 
than the Scenic, with sliding rear-side doors and the snub nose 
and extra from quarter-windows of larger MPVs. 


Ford: The family of cars that will replace the Escort for 1999 
will include a Scenic-like version, to be built at the Halewood 
plant on Merseyside. It’s a vital car for Halewood. threatened 
with closure recently. The “ Escort MPV" will have a curvy pro- 
file but sharp-edged detailing, in line with Ford's "edge design" 
look already seen on the Ka. 


Volkswagen: This autumn is a busy time in the hatchback 
class, for as well as replacements for the ZX and the Astra 
we’ll see arguably the most important of all, a new Volkswagen 
Golf. A year later comes the five-seater Golf MPV which will 
be the most egg-shaped of all the Scenic-inspired cars, while 
still keeping a Golf "face”. As well as the usual four-cylinder 
engines, the Golf will steal a march on rivals by including the 
company's new 2.3-litre VR5 engine in its line-up. 


Mercedes-Benz: The A-class will be launched this summer, a 


Japan is behind Europe in the mini-MPV game at the 
moment, and hasn't truly latched on to the concept of individu- 
ally foldable and removable scats, but currently offers the 
Daihatsu Grand Move and the larger Toyota Picnic and Mit- 
subishi Space Runner. Some would say. though, that Honda 
invented the MPV breed with the Civic Shuttle of 1984. Pity the 
designers didn’t think harder about the seating plan. 


Car makers pedal their famous names 


Cyclists can leap astride 
a Ferrari, Lotus, Porsche - 


and more ... 


C ar company engineers and designers rend to like cycling. That’s 
one of the main reasons why so many car companies are diver- 
sifying into the world of self-propelled transport. Another is that 
the marketing guys, masters of peddling rather than pedalling, 
can see potential profit in plastering their badges and “brands” 
all over bicycles, the world's most efficient form of transport, and increas- 
ingly one of the best loved (again). Car companies involved in the bike 
trade - and the number grows every year - include Ferrari, Daewoo, Mer- 
cedes-Benz, BMW. Audi, Aston Martin, Land Rover, Lotus, Porsche. The 
RAC and Bridgestone have also jumped on the bandwagon. 

Rarely are these bikes manufactured by the car companies whose badge 
they wear. The special carbon-fibre frame used in the Ferrari bike we tested 
is. however, manufactured by Ferrari Engineering. In some cases, the car 
company involvement is no greater than supplying a badge, specifying the 
colour and hiking the bike maker's usual price. In other cases the bike is 
unique, although based heavily on another bike. All the engineering work 
w’ill have been done by the bicycle maker. Again, prices tend to be high. 

Two car makers that do at least some of the bicycle engineering them- 
selves arc Lotus (which memorably supplied Chris Boardman with his 
Olympic Games-winning bike five years ago) and Porsche. Both compa- 
nies have large outside engineering consultancies, able to turn their hands 
to any mechanical problem, including that of conceiving bikes that look 




or go belter than the norm. Here, we sample three of the latest bike offer- 
ings from the car industry - a Porsche, designed and engineered jointly 
by Porsche and Gorman bike specialists Vorec; the RAC bike, designed 
by Alex Moulton, one of Britain's best bike brains: and a Ferrari, produe 
ed in conjunlion with the top Italian bike maker Coinage. 



Porsche bike 

It'S a bit hard «etting your head around a bike that costs £3,400. It’s also 
a bit hard setting your backside on to the saddle. The seating position is 
unusually high, an upshot of the Porsche having front and rear suspension. 

The suspension makes for an unusually cushioning ride, although, like 
some German cars, the seat is hard and uncomfortable. The saddle is about 
as thick as a razor and about as comfortable as sitting on a metal bar. You 
need to wear those silly cycle shorts, with chamois leather inserts in the 
crotch, before you’d get any owiter-satisfact.on from this bike 
The front and rear suspension is designed to make for faster and smoother 
cross-country and downhill mouniain-bike racing, the real point behind 
the Porsche FS (for Full Suspension) bike. 

The Porsche also has proper disc brakes from and rear. I have never 
ridden a bike that stops more suddenly, (hough they also add implica- 
tion which partly goes against the simple punty of good bicycle design. 

Indexed ught-lieed gears work with triple from rings driven by 
Porsche-desired cranks. To change gear, you simply turn the handlebar 
ario Pity the gears were so badly adjusted on the text hike: most of my 

f Vr" y & u. (vrroinphinn t \ f rnnins ami snnvlvK at war 


Ifuil-c /\nn if) i jut- n y ; 1 . 

,7-n vni take up station behind the bans. But it really .sn t that much better 
han mv five-year old Roebuck. Which cost one-tenth as much. 


The Pdnxhe FS costs £3,400 and is imiilahkthmtgft all official /bnr/re dealers. 
0345-911911 for more details. Gavin Green 


RAC bike 

The bike that the RAC has chosen to endorse, and 
decorate with its logo, is a variation of the Moulton 
All-Purpose Bike (or APB). Alex Moulton, who fit- 
tingly also designs car suspensit>n systems, created 
the' cycle to provide a more affordable complement 
to his very expensive AM 1 advanced Moulton) series 
of small-wheeled bicycles which are built in his own 
small factory. The APBs. on the other hand are made 
by the Midlands company Pashley to Moulton's spec- 
ifications. They’ all share the same Moulton “space- 
frame" with its characteristic small (20-inch) wheels, 
but they differ greatly in such mailers as gearing, 
handlebars, tyres, brakes, wheel rims, and so on. The 
model chosen by the RAC is the APB7. the seven 
standing for the number of gears, which are selected 
by the new Siurmey Archer Sprinter “hub" gear - 
□n advanced version of the kind that used to be 
mounted on three-speed kid’s hikes. 

I tested the RAC bike around London, mainly on 
my daily eight-mile commute to the Independent's 
office in Canary Wharf. And. 1 must reveal, my first 
ride on it was one of the worst I can remember, the 
gears kept slipping up and down: the chain came off 
the rear cog wheel three times: the brakes squealed 
and the seat post kept slipping down. Still. I knew no 
bike could he Lhis bad. so I took it round to the local 
bike shop. All the problems were in do with the "set- 
up", and after adjustments I was soon back on the 
road riding a beautifully functioning machine. 

There were still little problems: the saddle chafed 
my thigh (so I replaced it with my own), there was 
no bell, no lights, and no rack to cany necessities. 
.After adding all these. I was finally ready to cany 
on commuting. My route to work is mainly along the 
Grand Union Canal lowpaih. which provides a good 
obstacle course for testing a bike. There is much slop- 
ping and starting to avoid pedestrians, fishermen and i 
other cyclists - and the powerful cantilever l V" (ver- 
tical lever) brakes do the jnb veiy well. The surface 1 
of the towpath is made up of uneven paving stones 1 
and loose gravel ov er which the wide lyres and Moul- j 
ion front and rear wheel suspension floated serenely. 

The most obvious feature of the APB is its small 
wheels, which provide several advantages. They are 
naturally' strong - useful on polholed urban streets: 
the short overall length of the bike makes lurning 
in and out of traffic easy: and ihe low ered centre of 
gravity makes for good balance at slow speeds and 
when eanying loads on the rear carrier rack. The 
RAC says it will be endorsing mher hikes for other 
purposes. It has chosen wisely on ihe first outing: but 
might consider providing hell, lighis and carrier 
racks as standard equipment. You could hardly buy 
a car witftoul (heir automotive equivalents. 

One piece of good news: the RAC intends to sup- 
ply the hikes through cycle <hops. To order one. 


phone the RAC and they arrange for you to pick it 
up at a local shop where, importantly, the crucial set- 
up job will have been done. And a piece of bad news, 
they won't be running a call-out service for hikes. 
You’ll have to repair your own punctures, as did l. 


Ferrari bike 

Things got off to a bad start, for me and the Ferrari. It is the first bike 1 
have ever ridden with clip-on pedals. Despite a couple of practice goes in 
the back garden at releasing the special shoes from ihe pedals - swivel your 
ankle and out the shoe pops- when the £4.500 carbon-fibre framed Fer- 
rari and I gently cruised up to the first red light at a busy intersection, the 
predictable happened. I fell over. Finally. I got going again. I used to cycle 
around nearby Richmond Park a lot a few years ago, and was soon pump- 
ing around the outer ring road. A bike that weights only' 19.5lbs, including 
wheels, is great but the Woke who actually supplies the motive power is even 
more important, and it wasn't long before the engine started to let down the 
rest of the act. Other cyclists, on machines worth about a tenth of the Fer- 
rari, started to edge by. To accentuate my embarrassment, this Colnago C35 
Ferrari came with appalling airbrushed paintwork, a pink saddle and yellow- 
and-red tyres. After the eight-mile Richmond Park lap, 1 gently rode home 
before discreetly pulling the bike away in ihe dining room. The back shed 
would clearly have been too risky . That's another problem with mega-monev 
bikes. Can you imagine chaining one to the railings? 


The RAC bike costs I6-/9 For more details calf 

013(14204256 

Matthew Hoffman 


The I'd sic frame of Cof/tayer C35 Ferrari costs £2,46$. Specific d to the same 
level as the hike tested here, the price is about 14.500. Call Fro Race on 01 243 
2(kO/4 

Gavin Green 
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UCK 600 700 

a IJPE 1,650 
5 (JVC 1.500 
VAD 131 1.400 

50 WH 4.000 
WSU70 500 
2527 WW 1.200 
I XKK 6,000 
(NEW JAG XKB) 
YB 7794 1.200 


LocafCaEI Brochure Line 
— 0645 100 345 — 


To foin ring 

0645 755 OOO 


Please send me a FREE brochure 
Fn\:- 0(277 200716 \nvtlmr 


h'l r.tCikl.: .... Pbi.w 

1m P in Djic '«( Curroni Cmcr 


Send U>: -iulufuilionai Rescue. FREEPOST CL 266. 
Brentwood. £&»n CM 14 4YW 
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homes & money 


Are estate agents ripping 

us off? 24 

Moneyforsale...atthe 

supermarkets 2 5 

Super peps or super dogs: 
Virgin challenge 30 


Country living, 


home comforts 


Listed properties and their grounds are being 
developed for new housing, writes Penny Jackson 


O nce a week. Fred McFarlane leaves the 
flower beds of Burton Park in West 
Sussex for a good nose around the 16th- 
century tied cottage that was his home 
for more than 30 years. He likes to keep 
pace with its transformation from a damp, two- 
bedroom house into one worth more than half a 
million pounds. “WheD I lived there it was divided 
into three but now it has been completely gutted 
so I can hardly recognise it. It used to get quite 
damp because the front had an old red-brick floor. 
F used to feed my family from the garden, but that 
Hjs been bulldozed. I notice they have kept one 
shrub, though.” 

Mr McFarlane was the head gardener when the 
girls' school at Burton Park closed down four years 
ago. Now he alone keeps the gardens ticty as the 
magnificent Grade 1 mansion house is restored 
and new homes replace the old science block. At 
Lodge Green, in a secluded comer of the 150 acres 
of parkland. “Fred’s Cottage”, as it is fondly 
known, is the oldest of foe five being restored. The 
only older building in the park is the llth-centuiy 
church. Seven new houses are being added to the 
hamlet that once served the estate. 

Burton Park, with its medieval history, ancient 
trees, 18rh-centuiy ornamental lake and rare 
wildlife, is certainly unique, but the planning quid 
pro quo which provides developers with the rare 
chance to build in the countryside in return for 
rescuing a house for the national heritage has 
become something of a trend. Until recently 
grand houses have struggled to survive as hotels, 
leisure centres and. of course, schools. 

A number of developers are working on Burton 


Park. Michael J Wilson, an architect who spe- 
cialises in restoration, is converting the Palladian 
mansion into 12 apartments. His work drew the 
attention of thieves who nearly got away with part 
of the magnificent Regency staircase; it was even- 
tually tracked down to a lock-up in Portsmouth. 
Bondi an ds is providing nine homes adjoining the 
stable courtyard, while McAlpine is departing from 
its usual large developments to build 10 cottages 
around the original walled garden, which will be 
restored for the use of the owners. 


Life on a country estate does not come at a snip 
and prices start at £175,000 in the stable courtyard, 
rising to £525,000 for a house at Lodge Green. It 
is this small group of houses, clustered around the 
village green and close to the nature reserve, with 
its rare marsh orchids, that comes closest to village 
life, albeit of a private, managed kind. Bewiey 
Homes had a reservation for every bouse before 
the brochure was printed. They seem to have 
tapped into the insatiable demand for country 
living without the muck and isolation. 

Derek Moore was one of the first to put his 
name down on the spur of the moment. “We used 
to bring the children for walks here and particu- 
larly loved the thought that we could buy a new 
house with some degree of customisation in a place 
with a history that goes back so far” 

And so far. Lodge Green has avoided becom- 
ing an early retirement community or a sterile 
weekend haunt There are families moving in. Two 
of the children will be boosting numbers at the local 
primary school in Duncton. For Martin Dadswell, 
whose house is closest to the estate, this is the 
ultimate justification for the development “There 



Red McFarlane outside Burton House. His old tied cottage is now a £500,000 home 


PHOTOGRAPH: ANDREW HASSON 


are only 45 to 50 children at the school and the 
village needs regeneratin g. The village hall is mov- 
ing into the sports pavilion which is very close to 
Burton Park, so it could become a gathering place." 

Similar schemes have shown that the attractions 
of life in the countryside, rather than country life, 
are that they are risk-free in a setting of some gen- 
tility. People who have spent their lives in rambling 
old houses are happy to trade down to something 
new with character at the end of an impressive 
driveway. 

At Nortbwick Park in Gloucestershire, Laura 


Nudd of Hamptons International says there are 
only a few people with families. “We have a mix in 
the mansion house which includes foreign buyers, 
diplomats and MPs looking for bolt-holes, while 
the empty-nesters opt for the new build. They like 
the acres of grounds without the worry of a garden 
or leaving the house when they go away. 1 " 

Urn McEvqy, sales and marketing director of 
Berkeley Homes, Hampshire, tells a similar story. 
The conversion of Ley dene House, East Meon into 
four wings with a converted stable block alongside 
is selling mostly to the late-middle aged. But 


Berkeley is trying to catch the family market by 
marketin g heavily in Surrey the 20 detached 
houses being built around the grounds. “The open A. 
areas are sufficiently far from the houses for the 
kids not to annoy anyone," he adds. 

At Buxton Park, the parkland is protected, which 
means that tennis courts are the only leisure 
facilities allowed. Swimming pools are ouL Fred 
McFarlane is watching with interest the restora- 
tion of the old lily pond. “The school used thif )] 
as a learning pool. The senior girls would swim 
in the lake.” 



INCREDIBLE VIEW 






A selection of stunning loft style 
apartments in this superb central location. 

Open for viewing this Saturday 7th June 
between 11am and 2pm. 

Prices from £180, 000 - £245, 000. 

For further details call 

Copping Joyce on 0171 836 2888. 
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Let Us Search For You 
London’s No. 1 Specialist 
Search Company 

Tel: +44 171 838 1066 
Fax: +44 171 838 1077 


http://www.homesearch.co.uk/hom 

HomeSearch (London) Ltd 
Knightsbridge, SW3 
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Telephone: 0181 888 8221 


Winkworth 


Place your property wrth one of our 3 1 London offices 
and through our web sice reach not only a larger UK 
audience but a vast source of buvers world-wide.* 


http://www.winkworth.co.iik 

“offer m jpph it ftoul mfcn) 


Overseas Property 



Be sure to get your FREE copy of the 
K's largest overseas property classified 


UK's largest overseas property dassifiBds. 
Packed with useful contacts for legal 
advice, removals & finance, plus 
literally thousands of properties. No other 
publications offer you more. 


For your FREE copy call: 
0181-542 9088 
or write to 

AMBERSTOCK PUBLISHING LTD 


532 Kingston Road, Paynes Park, 
London SW20 SOT 


Sussex Barn in Rural Setting 

Galleried Ent Hall, 2 Rees, Kit. 4 Beds, 
2 Baths, Cloaks. 

Annexe with Rec, Kit, 2 Beds, Bath. 
Summerhouse, Gges, Stabling. Granary, 
Workshops. 

Modem Bam, Gdns. Approx 2V* Acres. 
Offers in the region of: £425,000 
H. J. Burt & Son 
01903 879488 


FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 
monthly: lot your free copy lota- 
phono <01 8T> 9*7 1 KM 


ROY BROOKS 


CREATE THE SPACE TO FIT 
THE SHAPE OF YOUR LIFE 



IN THE MIDST OF BUZZING CLERKENWELL 
WITH STUNNING VISTAS OF LONDON 


SHELL SPACES FROM 850 SQ FT TO 7280 SQ FT. 

PRICES START FROM £130,000. 


CAMBERWELL GROVE 

FOUR STOREY (pin: taeeroentl flit [ranted Gavgua boutr oOcring 
tam bedrooms, reception room, kitchen, dune room, study jod t*a 
bathrooms That b a 75" rear garden and a to the rear Tte 
property b liuuicd m ugoahl) the beu potmen in one of South 
London'* Premier Road* ud boosts i amber of original feature* 
0*800 FREEHOLD. 


0 18 1 2 9 9 3 0 2 1 


FOR A BROCHURE CONTACT 
WARNER LOFTS ON 0171 713 1544 


VIEW THIS WEEKEND BETWEEN 11AM 
AND 4PM AT 206-212 ST JOHN STREET, 
LONDON. EC1 


COMPLETION END ‘97 



sell Studio and 
One Bed flats. 
Nothing else, and 
all over London! 

Try as! 0171 244 7301 


Wio 8 BED. tan. town house with 
sm paflo A roof tarr. SH. hi q trial 
atiBOt nc LsSsoko Grow and Par- 
to beta. Fm £370,000. Dun 
8800008. 


To advertise in 
this section 
please call the 
Property Team on 
0171 293 2302. 



WEST SUSSEX, 

Unmod Detached Hse in ’ 
Rural Setting Views of the 3 
Sth Downs. Rec, Study, : 
Kit/Break/Dining, Workshop, 
Cloaks, 4 beds, Bath, Dblei 
Gge, Gdn, Orchard, 
Paddocks, Approx 4 Acres. 
Offers in Excess of £250,000. 

H. J. Burt & Son 

01903 879488 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 

property • residential 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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Services j j 
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; J<TACHE>? . . 

94 


RYE. 3 bedroom coring* In pic- STONE OAST HOUSE -wHhiwn^ 
turraqus lawn, local ad Nr. Ths *" 1 aero, vtaws owrratfMcwm 
Marmald. Idoai wrohend home. tantacapnd grtanm. 4 Bndwww* 
CBSJlOOTetD! 707645057 f3 Bn suite), own prtvaw 


I 


£285,000 Tot 01560 881184 
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ON 
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Advertise your property through the Independent and 
Independent on Sunday’s highly successful Property Gallery ; a 
marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the module format shown here 
with 40 words of copy complemented by a full colour 
photograph of your home. 

The Cost 


The more advertisements you book, the cheaper the cost per ad:- 
1 x Advertisement costs £ 95 


2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 



Fdl in this coupon and send payment, a colour photograph and up to 40 words of copy to- The Property Team, 
Classified Advertising, I9th Floor, Independent Newspaper, I Canada Square. Canary Waif London E14 5Dt 

Dodfcta for r«ri* ofcopVplKW, b .Ho* 6 -orH.- fen prior lo pfekatH*. Offer ope. >o pri-ata *Uerl*r, ^ nbto o. **** 

NAME TELEPHONE (daytime) .1.. 

ADDRESS 


_ 

. [ ^ uire # 3 Lj (lick appropriate hoxt Advertisement^) at d ioul cost or£ i 

Please enclose a cheque for tbs mom* nude payable to 'Newspaper Publish^ R| c ’ or fin hn our Cfabdet^ 

CREDIT CARD NoU 1 1 I I . LI I I 1 I I I I 1 II I EXPIRY DATE SIGNATURE ' - 

For advice or more information please c all ‘The Property Team ’ on 017^293 2W’mrei7irl93 2302 
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pfhe novelists' 
I favourite 
| cooker has 
! ; formidable 

4 . r ‘ vals » writes 

| Rosalind 

h Russell 

T he expensively dressed 
woman strode into the 
farmhouse kitchen, swept 
j . her gaze across the Aga and 
i *L b h u " ches ? f dried lavender and 
- thTwf tUL : ked j al °ng the tops of 

! !^ ti? d "P ainted units * and turned 

; to the estate agent. 

HI take it, at the asking price. 

;• Ju 5l as 11 **» wilh everyth ins in it.” 

U l reason > she admitted, was 
• tbat sbe wanted people to think she 
; was the sort of woman who could 
; . make her own dried flower swans 
and cook dinner for 20 without' 

4 breaking sweat. The image is one 
r Jh. at has served Aga well. But it s a 
i fair bet that some owners usually 
; cook on a secondary, conventional 
; oven tucked into a Jess obvious part 
the kitchen, and just use the Aga 
for posing and drying the tea 
towels. The makers must suspect 
this, too; they recently launched the 
Aga Companion (at a fiver under 
£2,000), a conventional oven in the 
P style of a traditional range. 

But the novelists* favourite cast- 
iron cooker may be in danger of 
becoming a cliche in the kitchen. 
(And who'd want to make a style 
mistake, when you’re paying 
^ around £4,000 plus delivery and 
* assembly?) The cookery writer and 
broadcaster Sophie Grigson. who 
features prominently on the cover 
of the spring issue of /-(gd Magazine 
(free to owners with a service 
contract: circulation an estimated 
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saga’s not over yet 


property 



100,000. including a copy to 
Princess Anne), inherited an Aga 
with the Northamptonshire house 
she bought two years ago with her 
husband, William Black. But 
Grigson has changed allegiance. 
She’s having a new cooker 
installed: the Lacanche, by 
Foumeaux De France, 

Loyd Grossman already has a 
Lacanche - in stainless steel. 
Grossman - “an oven should have 
two temperatures: hot and hotter*’ 


- will have paid between £2,808 
and £3.170 for his new kitchen 
accessory, depending on 
gas/electric combination. 

The food writer Joscelinc 
Dimbleby decided against an Aga 
and bought a Lacanche “Cluny” 
after moving into her West London 
house. 

*Td had the same kitchen for 24 
years in Putney, and although it 
was lovely, I wanted one with the 
stove in the middle of the room. It 


meant I could look out over the 
table and talk to anyone who was 
sitting there, or see through the 
French doors to the garden. I 
planned it with a friend, who was 
an architect and is now a cook. 
Kitchens are the most difficult 
things to do in any house, and can 
go horribly wrong” 

Dimbleby, whose Complete 
Cookbook will be published by 
HarperColIins in die autumn, 
chose a stainless-steel Lacanche 


Hot competition: chef 
Bruno Loubet and the 
Lacanche Cormatin 

SHEILA FTTZfOSES PR 


with one gas oven and one electric. 

“It’s important to be able to test 
recipes in both ovens. I didn’t want 
an Aga. I love them, but the 
Lacanche is ideal. My children love 
it, especially my son Henry. 

They’ve all grown up, but live 

nearby, and if s good to know I can 

tempt them to come home because 
of the oven.” 

But the Aga saga may not be 
over yet. The Shropshire-based 
firm (which also makes the cheaper 
Rayburn cooker) is fighting back. 
They've introduced two new 
colours: pewter and British racing 
green - though cognoscenti know 
that the only colour to have is 
cream. Bad luck Paul Daniels 
(yellow) and Andie MacDowell 
(blue). 

Developers have caught on 
quickly, says Arty Beor-Roberts. of 
Knight Frank in Cirencester, the 
heart of Aga-land, and are 
installing only cream in their show 
homes. “Kitchens are one of the 
things people change first when 
they move into a new house,” she 
says. “People love Agas. They’ll go 
and view a property with one even 
though they don’t really like the 
house. It causes chaos if an owner 
decides he's going to take the Aga 
with him - which he may well do, if 
be paid £5,000 for h. But it's like 
raping the house. You might as well 
take all the shrubs. I’d advise all 
fitted kitchen items be included in 
the sale, otherwise a buyer will say, 
why pay the full price if the house 
is not complete?” 

• Other Aga owners include Tony 
Blair, Richard Branson, Eric 
Clapton, Dustin Hoffman, Rolf 
Harris, Nigel Mansell and Caroline 
Quentin. 


Three on view 

Actors on the move 

Mahatma Gandhi, ^ ' J. 

is selling /V|kA iMHBi 

Pebworth House, ; j 

near Stratford- ■ ■ ( V| g mm “ 

upon-Avoo. I! ! 9 T9 .- 

Pebworth, one of 
the eight 
Shakespearean 

villages, is in the Vale of Evesham Th,. ^ • • r 

Pebworth House - Grade maS ‘Jt r „ 
proportioned rooms. It has siv k* ^ eoi ® lan * u ^ tb %ve ' 
plus a granny flat There are rhr ^ f IT* two 
detached cottage in the ground^ ? a 

include a courted with^mml^nlf^^ 
with a plunge poo! as well as a gar^e and ^ble bk^" 1 

Rob Heyfand, who 
played the zoo vet 
in the BBC series 
One by One, is 
leaving his 
medieval manor 
near Stratford- 
upon-Avon for 
Ireland. The 
house, four miles 
from Evesham, 
has two acres of 
walled gardens with lawns, an orchard and a kitchen garden. 

w “ h a grand hall and imart 

Victonan kitchen wnh bread men. range and coppers is. 
according to its owner, a laity but hap^ family home, h Ls 
four miles from Evesham. 10 from Stratford, the askin- 
pnee is m the region of £345.000 thiuueli R a Bennett & 
Partners (01386 852456). 9 RAmnntii^ 

Jeffrey Holland - 
Spike in the TV 
series Hi-de-Hi - 
has put his 
Somerset house 
on the markeL 
Hill Farm, East 
Pennard, near 
Shepton Mallet, is 
a farmhouse of 
18th-century 
origins, with seven 
acres of garden 
and pastures. It has a drawing room, dining room and 
kitchen (with Aga), and four bedrooms. An annexe, which 
can be used as part of the house, has its own kitchen, sitting 
room and bedrooms. In the grounds there is a timber-built 
block of three stables and tack room, and a schooling ring 
with floodlighting. Asking price £275.000, through Guuons 
(01749 678012). 
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FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Independent Hearts 
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THE PROFESSIONAL PERSON'S INTRODUCTION AGENCY 
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LONDON SCOTLAND NORTH WEST NORTH EAST 

0171 6296979 0131 556 S 655 01625 5 S 28 WJ 01912612224 

YORKSHIRE MIDLANDS SOUTH WEST SOUTH EAST 

01132650787 0990143078 01225858514 01622691200 




Professional Londoners 
enrich their social lives 
by meeting others 
through a diverse range 
of social! cultural 
events. Call Breakaway 
(ages 23^3) 07 SI 991 
2169 or Kaleidoscope 
(37+) on 0181 997 $684 


INSTANT CONNECTIONS 24HRS 

45 WOMEN 
- ON LINE - 

0891708057 


SIR 




Profiles 
Magazine 

altogether more fun Information Pack 

S i r i it v . j u r ; I; <■ Intel! i g ti ( . artir it i a l c 
ci i! d well t ■ </ it c a ! u t! . p r n v i t! i n « p , r \ o a n i 
inter'. : c -t v and. n f c n it r t . <’ n nr p / , ! t ’ 

<?/> cm : a it at all times. /';•<■« hi fa re 
you • n h c r i h < . >•. < •■end x a tt 2 d in -dipt It 
profile s a I me mil ers living in your 
or, it. individually male he d in si far van. 

0800 072 0075 

e. 3 C.Tm ;o 10 . 30 pm 7 cays a v.-eek 
o: write to FREEPOST 305 Lonoor EC 1 B 1 SY 


c 


drawing down the moon 

The original personalised 
introduction agency 


0171-937 6263 


THE DINNER CLUB (E>L *86). The 
nations onty countrywldo dining 
dub (or unaitachad pcotaa- 
aiotHLlKBfeMSS paopbtaea(i2B+. 
Tbh (01244) 350537. BusirMsa 
opportunities also available 
101244)548816. 

-this picture dating idea is 

brOtanU* Caphal RkUo 0171 838 
8884 (anytfm^. Eat 1990. ABM 


OM/ Exclusive 
''■^^Introductions 

* Kent Sussex Surrey 
9P Personal Interviews 
Professional Service 

Tel: 01293 S82426 


Cr Sparkling O. 
^ party nights “ 
Romantic candlelit 
dinners one to one 
introductions 
Essex. Hens and Suffolk 
Call Eleanor for FREE brochure 
Free can 0800 591 274 
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JOINCINEUNK 

Socialise wound 
Qncma/Arts orems in 
centra) London 

Tel: 0181 800 4822 

orsendSAE to 
138 lonkhip Road 
London Nl6 0QL 


PROFESS. LADY. 30 rubonasqua 
naada protam. Man (3045) - hon- 
aat, ctdhnd, loving, vgtoh, car- 
big, sflJpcxflvB, ootdiua, aftieera, 
dapandabla, roananflo. lor mar- 
rtaga- no kMa. London. Box No. 
b2188 

NORTH WEST GENUINE, profaa- 
■tonal abiglo mala. 38, sparky, 
humorous, and handaoma. 5*10*. 
aaaks aimtar attncthie fa msl o. 
Box No k 2246 

-HOLM* SOMETIME SPANISH Mu- 
dan (stul Blnm E40s) won 
nainguai Lady 28-40 n/s to help 
Mm beyond tho basks. Fraquont 
trips to Spain emdsagad K wi gM 
Mods- AM aapensas paid. 8un- 
shina and smilaa guaranteed 
PtaasaunUawtthphotoandnun- 
bac We can Wl Bar No L2248 

JAOUEUNE RELAX IN MdMe A 
MnquB auiounds. 01716025398 


Independent Hearts 

The Independent Way to Meet New People 

, ■_ thp The independent Hearts section of The Independent and the Independent on Sunday you will 

By placing an advertisem immediately be in contact with over 1.66 million readers.* 

. n , .wished in the first available editions of the Saturday "Weekend” and Sunday “Real Life" sections 
The cost for your v A . T (BoX No is an additional £10.00, please cross here if you do not require a Box No □). 

is just £5.00 per e mc J _ dvertiseme]D t m the spaces below and fill in the coupon - Minimum 2 lines. 

S ^nVa character a numb£ a punctuation mark and a space between words) 


i i i i i I 


Name* 


.Postcode 


I I I I I I I I I Telephone (daytime): 

J-j-4444^ signature: 

All aJrertiseuxMs mat r — — . — . — — . — . — — — — — j — r — — — — 

n A—pv □ Diners Club Card expiry date: I I- I II I I I M I I I I I 

n Amass DVisa U*™ Send all advertisements to:- 

D , 0| . i Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London £14 SDL • Telephone: 0171 293 2347 • Fax: 0171 293 2505 

Independent Heart, The rra ir m^irs are M ^ -NRS 
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Newspaper PuDSshing pic 
requests that 

Cornmerdal Organisations 
do not send material 
to our 

Private Advertisers 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The lndependnii cairn ot 
gu a r ante e t^t 
respondents will recdw 
a reply when answering 
advertisements on this 
page, although wt hope 
that os a matter of 

courtesy they wilL 

When making contact 
with people for the first 
time it is advisable to 
meet in a public place 
and let a member of 
your family or trusted 
friend know when von 
will be 

We would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
exercise caution when 
giving out personal 
details. This win be 
respected by genuine 
respondents. 
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CREATIVE WOMAN SUM, Mr, 
tunny, 42 wttm mai ol pantoo, «dt 
& principle far mutual anchant- 
mani _ & caring ralMtonaWp.. 
Photo pli ni a. London. Bex No 
hdWI 

ATTRACTIVE. CLASSX PROF, bt- 
sexual, northern Man seeks spe- 
CiM relationship with one tonBsr 
couple. Age brnneterial. Bor No 
I 22&4 

TIRED OF BEING alone? Profe* 
atonal lady ( 37 ) tnelw MtracBve. 
solvent, imnttactiad mato ( 30 - 45 ) 
for warm loving ratatlonaMp. 
Enjoys food, vrina. Smand travel 
UatMteeMdranaataeTyroU 
eoa Photo pleas*. London. Box 
No (2255 

NORTH EASE ATTRACTIVE MaM- 
gant woman. 31 , seeks the right 
sort d man. Box No fc 22 S 8 

VERY ATTRACTIVE JEWISH eeper- 
aled 1 81 , seeks warmth and low 
wWi m. humourous. Berate H. 
KUa not a problem. Boa No I; 

mm 

TONY 84 GSOH trim tactile seeks 
comparable F. eoutmaie. B. B- 1 B 
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8ATHYA SAIBABA SAID is God. 
Holds me In apM poaMHton. Thr- 
turn never right God. Stop and 
apologise to M. Ms Uatraya 
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CONGRATULATIONS!! 

We are delighted to hear from all the 
couples who have met and married 

through Independent Hearts. 

Wishing you and all our 
other advertisers every ^ isft 
success and happiness for (n jSm 
the future. , \/ r®| 

dependent hearts 


Charities 



SHAKING WITH FEAR, 
HER MOTHER GONE, 

this little donkey was in a desperate 
situation. If we had not been there 
to save her - Flora would have been 
cruelly PUT TO DEATH. 

Every day our teams help donkeys 
in distress around the world. 

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT - PLEASE 
SEND ANY DONA T/ON NO MA TTER 
HOW SMALL. Thank you. 


Please sand donations to: 

The International Donkey Protection Trust. 
(Dept ), Sidmouth, 

Devon, 

EXI00NU. ^ 

Tel: (01395) 578222 *“*' 37 $ 

Enquiries to Dr E. D. Svandsen, M.B.E. 

I enclose Cheque/Postol Order for £ 

Name: Mr/Mrs/Mtsi 

Address — - 


Postcode 
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your 


PENSION 


IN YOUR 


OWN TIME 


IN YOUR 


OWN WAY 


A Merchant Investors pension is an easy, 
convenient and flexible pension. 

The charges are low. 

You can vary your contributions 
without charge. 

Pay no commission when 
you buy direct. 

No sales person 
will bother you. 


Merchant Investors 

Assurance 


Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
and part of Allianz - one of Europe's largest insurers. 


\ INITIALS SURNAME 


i ADDRESS 




CALL NOW ON 


0800 374857 

FOR A BROCHURE 


j If EMPLOYED, are you in your company pension scheme ? y- - i 
1 YES or NO (please aide) tnmknii 



WINDFALL SHARES? 


OK WHITS 



Our choice is Fidelity. It offers strong 
performance and allows investors to PEP 
their windfall shares free of charge for 
two years. Afterwards its normal PEP 
charges ore comparatively low. 

Clare Piocrnt, The Express. 16.-4.P7 


... my choice is Fidelity. Fidelity win mole 
do charge at all for holding any number of 
windfall shares until April 1999 and no 
charge beyond then if yon make any 
further investment with the company. 

Strut Ledge. 

Independent an Smdar. 25.5.97 


...I am suggesting ndentys windfall 
PEP because there is no initial charge 
and no annual charges for the first 
couple of years. 

Amanda Davidse-n, I FA. Holden Meehan 
Mail on Sander, 13J.97 


Look in the press and you’ll see that it 


makes good sense to put your windfall shares 


in a PEP to protect them from the taxman. 

Look further and you’ll see many experts think it 
makes even better sense to PEP your windfall shares 
with Fidelity. Because our No-Cost Windfall PEP* gives 
you maximum flexibility and value for money. 

You can hold more than one windfall shareholding 
and you can keep your shares as they are. Or, if you 
prefer, you can switch them free of charge into any of 
Fidelity's top-performing funds. 

Remember, as the world's largest fund manager, we 


are specialists in handling investments like PEPs. But 


hurry, you’ve only got 42 days from when you receive 


the shares to put them in a PEP. 

So call now, send off die coupon, or speak to your 
IFA about the PEP that's making the news. 


To: Fidelity Investments, PO Box 88, Tonbridge. Kent TN11 9DZ. Phone 
0800 -U 41 71. Please send me information on Fidelity's No-Cost Windfall PEP. 
We will not disclose any information outside (be Fidelity Marketing Group. 


Address. 


0800 41 «l 71 


http:// www. fid-intl.com/uk 
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Estate agents are 


the bad guys again 


Home buying: Unethical behaviour is back, says Nic Cicutti 


| Mail this coupon to: Merchant Investors Assurance j 
| Company limited, Freepost BS 6013, Bristol BS1 2UZ J 
! MR /MRS /MISS /MS (please drde as appropriate) • i 


— 

■o 

, * - 1 

» 


I t had to happen. Amid the euphoria 
surrounding the latest wave of house- 
price increases, “knock the estate 
agent” stories are beginning to 
surface. Estate agents, who suffered 
through the lean years of the early to mid- 
1990s, now have the whip hand again. As 
on the last occasion, they are earning 
themselves the enmity of many home 
buyers and sellers. 

The very scale of complaints from 
both sides led the Office of Fair Trading, 
which has regulatory powers over estate 
agents, to issue a warning this week that 
unless they remember their “obligations 
to consumers” they may be shut down. 

John Bridgeman, director-general at 
the OFT explains: ‘There have been 
reports some estate agents have been fail- 
ing in their duties. I would remind them 
that I have powers to ban them from prac- 
ticing as an agent if they breach the Estate 
Agents Act, or to remove their consumer 
creditlicence if they engage in improper, 
deceitful or oppressive practices.” 

Mr Bridgeman *s comments follow cases 
where estate agents are said to have 
accepted a bribe from buyers to “ring- 
fence" a property and not accept further 
bids. This can be attractive to an estate 
agent because the extra commission from 
a higher-priced sale is less than the 


potential bribe to be earned by a buyer. 
Other practices worrying the OFT 


Other practices worrying the OFT 
include: 

□failing to declare a personal interest to 
a seller, such as when an estate agent does 
not tell the vendor that he wants to bury 
the property, or that an associate who is 


a property developer is interested in 
buying it; 

□failing to tell the seller that the agent 
has an interest in supplying services to the 
buyer for which, he will receive payment 
such as a finder’s fee or commission paid 
on a mortgage or insurance the agent is 
arranging; 

□inflating the price of properties by 
claiming to buyers that fictitious^ high 
prices have been bid. 

This last concern reflects claims by 
many potential purchasers, including one 
who contacted The Independent . 

The buyer, who declines to be named, 
says: “I was told the house, a three- 
bedroomed semi, had come on to the 
market that morning. My girlfriend and 
I went to see it that evening. We got the 
very definite impression from the vendor 
chat we were the only people who had 
viewed it so far. I called the estate agent 
the next morning and offered the asking 
price, subject to a surveyor's report. 

“He told me there were others already 
prepared to pay more and that we should 
consider raising our offer by at least 
£5,000. 1 told him to get stuffed. He rang 
me back two hours later saying we could 
have it at the original price. We have since 
exchanged contracts.” 

Hugh Dunsmore-Hardy, of the 
National Association of Estate Agents 
(NAEA), accepts that in the current 
overheated market, there may be some 
unethical behaviour “We welcome the 
decision of the OFT to clarify the legal 
obligations of estate agents towards their 
clients. It refects our members’ commit- 


ment to provide high levels of service and 
to act properly at all times.. 

“What makes me angry is that a tiny 
minority of people in this industry lire 
minin g the reputation of the vast majority 
who do a good job forvendors, on whose 
behalf they act” 

Mr Dunsmore-Hardy adds that the 
NAEA, together with the Royal Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) and 
. the Incorporated Society of Valuers and 
Auctioneers (1SVA), have loog argued for 
estate agents to become professionally 
qualified in all the legal aspects of agency, 
together with the skills needed ta assess 
a property and sell it. “It seems moon- . 
ceivable Hit it is possible for someone to 
set himself up as an estate-agent without 
any qualifications at all," he adds. , 

The OFT publishes a free guide, for 
buyers and sellers, which explains in 
detail the (aw regarding estate agents and 
the steps to take when deciding with 
whom you want to sell or buy a p ro pe rt y . 

If you are unhappy about the activities- 
of an estate agent, it is possible to com- 
plain to their professional body or the 
Ombudsman Scheme for Corporate 
Estate Agents, although not all agents are 
members. The OFT- will also investigate 
where it appears an estate agent has 
broken the law. 


NAEA: 01926 4968000; IS VA: 01 71-235 
2282 ; RICS: 0171-222 7000); Ombudsman 
Scheme ; 01722 333306. For copies of the 
OFTs free guide ‘ Using an Estate Agent’ 
write to PO Box 172, East Moseley, KT8 
0XW, or cad 0181-957 5058. 



In demand: Pretty ladles and men in red coats. Three of the miniatures on sale at Christie’s last month 


Small-scale buying 


Collect to invest: Portrait miniatures are enjoying a revival, 
writes John Windsor, but only sweet faces fetch good prices 


T he good, the bad and the ugly: 
loved and hated a century or two 
ago, now abandoned by their 
descendants, they gaze sadly from 
their tiny frames. Some are but faded 
ghosts. Some manage a wan smile. 

The market for portrait miniatures, at 
rock bottom since a buoyant peak 10 
years ago, shows signs of perking up. 
Bonhams sales in February and March 
each sold 97 percent by lot. At Christie’s 
South Kensington last month, a 1737 
portrait of a young lady on ivory -with 
a crack down it - was fought over by 
several collectors before selling for 
£6,325, more than 12 times its pre-sale 
estimate of £400-£600. 

Damaged goods are the last to sell 
during a slump but they arc selling now. 
and auctioneers are puzzled. About 8Q 
per cent of buyers are private collectors. 
They are outbidding dealers in a market 
that is understocked and probably under- 
valued. The showing of the Queen’s 
miniatures, from next month, will help 
to stoke up interest. 

Ihke s look at that unnamed young 
lady on ivory. Has she not a fragile 
beauty, in her loose white dress decked 
with spring flowers and with her hair 
backcombed in a way that would turn 
heads at a modern disco? A secret raver, 
perhaps? The artist, Diana HiJJ, is not a 
big name. It was the sitter that bidders 
fell in love with. 

It is looks that rule this market Never 
mind the big-name artists - the prolific 
Richard Cosway (1740-1821) and 
George Engleheart (1752-1829); their 
ugly old men and sour-looking women 
can still be knocked down for a derisory 
£400-£600 or so at auction. 

Collectors have long abandoned any 
pretence of political correctness: listen 
to the sexist and ageist language at a pre- 
sale view. Those miniature portraits, 
perhaps the only surviving record of what 
a Georgian or a Victorian looked like, 
should have immense sentimental 
appeal, but they arc judged like horse- 
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flesh - which, indeed, some of them 
resemble. 

“It's like real life”, says Christie's 
miniatures specialist Dr Bodo Hofisiet- 
ten “You don't bity a work of art. you buy 
a person. I know it sounds weird,' but it’s 
not like buying flower pictures or land- 
scapes. Who wants to buy a grumpy or 
u nfriendly-Iooking character with whom 
they will have to live for the next 20 or 
30 years? 

“But look at this little girl. 
Mademoiselle de Courtenay, with her 
sad dark eyes staring straight at you - 
probably painted for her father to take 
to the front She’s not better painted than 
most and not even signed. But she’s look- 
ing straight into your heart - and your 
wallet. They went crazy for her.” 

Attributed to Luc Sicardi (1746-1825), 
the portrait was estimated at £2,000- 
£3,000 in April's sale, in line with the 
artist’s reputation, but fetched five times 
more: £12,650. 

On the same catalogue page: an age- 
ing man in a blue coat by Jean-Baptiste- 
Jacques Augustin (1759- 1832). esteemed 
chief miniature painter to Louis XVIII. 
It's among the best of his works, fully 
signed and dated - but it made only 
£6,900. Mr Hofstetter says: “At least he 
has a smile and a colourftil cravat - and 
he’s looking straight at you.” 

That’s another criterion. Averted 
is a minus point It is like the conniving 
by modern paparazzi to get more- 
saleable direct-gaze shots. “Look at me, 
Di", they shouL. 

One well-known collector I spoke to 
- anonymous, for fear of burglary - 
lamented: “I fell in love with an old man, 
beautifully painted by Sir William Ross 
[1794-1860]. I paid £400 for him. That 
was six years ago. I’d be lucky to get £600 
now. Old women arc even harder to get 
rid of. It’s pretty ladies and men in red 
coats that people want.” 

The miniaturist James Scouler (1741- 
1812), she said, seems to have painted 
only ugly women. ’Tve o»me across 


only two pretty ones of his.” Scouler’s 
prices are a good example of how the 
market has fallen in ten years. An 
unnamed cavalry officer in red by 
Scouler sold for £977 at Christie's South 
Kensington last month. Back in 1988 the 
same miniature fetched £1,540. 

Now’s the time to get your eye in. Why 
did the young lady with gold sash under 
her corsage - French School, circa 1815 
- estimated at £20Q-£300 at Christie’s 
South Kensington last month, selljfor 
£920, over three times the estimate? 
Because of her prominent busL of 
course. 

And why did Mrs Elliott, by the 
renowned Cosway, in the same sale, sell 
for only £287 (est £250-050). Well, fust 
look at her. She’s thin as a rake. And 
probably mean, too. So it is puzzling why . 
a purse-lipped malevolent-looking 
portrait of Francis Owen, by the second- - 
rank Richard I Crosse (1742-1810), should 


have been given pride of place on the 
cover of Christie's April sale. • ' ■ • , 

In the event, the coverpicture did him 
more good than he did for the cover: he j _ 
sold for a double-estimate £16,10d And, 
oddly enough, his pride of place was a 
backhanded result of the same old 
beauty contest. Since withdrawing from 
Geneva, Christie’s alternates European 
and English miniatures as its cover pic- . 
fore. The only English alternative to • 
Crosse's portrait would have been one 
by Samuel Cooper (1609-1672) of Lady 
Marsham. She was probably delight-. ... 
fully good-natured But what a hooter. 
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The Queen s miniatures go on show at the 
Queen 's Gallery, Buckingham Palace. 23 
July - 5 October. Forthcoming auctions: 
major beauty contest at Phillips, 8 July 
(1 lam) including portrait of ihe Dash- 
wood children by Wiliam Wood ( 1769- 
1810), est £2,000-£3,000, Christie’s 14 
October (2.30pm). Christie's South 
Kensington 8 July (10.30am). Bonhams 25 
June (2pm). Sotheby's: provisionally 6 
November. 
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Second, he uses some advanced 
^f^'look'otrytodSS 
what bes behind the success of those 
groups which achieve the best results. 
The questions he is interested in are: 
firstly, how much of any outperfor- 
mance is due to skill, as opposed to 



Jonathan Davis 


A small band of unit trust 
providers consistently 
outstrips the markets. But 
attempts to improve 
the industry could mean 
fewer star performers 


luck? and secondly, how important is 
the way that the fund management 
group organises itself in securing good 
or bad performance? 

The two key measures he uses to 
assess performance records arc the 
consistency with which hinds under or 
outperform their relevant market index 
over a three-year period; and the extent 
to which their performance deviates 
from the norm. The second measure 
he calls tracking error, and it gives an 
indication of how actively each fund 
manger is tiying to beat the market. 

(If you thought they all were, think 
again. Although there are only a 
handful of explicit index-tracking funds 
in the UK there arc also a large 
number of what are known as closet 


indexers. These funds’ managers in 
practice stick fairly closely to mimicking 
the market averages. They are hoping 
to beat it by a small margin, but don't 
want to risk underperforming it by a 
large margin, which could pul their 
careers in jeopardy.) 

Mr Cuthbcrt’s first finding should 
come as no surprise, since it merely 
confirms what has been shown many 
times before. This is that the majority of 
managers of UK equity unit trusts add 
no value at all, in the sense that they 
consistently failed to outperform the FT 
All Share Index across the range of 
their funds in the years 1994 to 1996. La 
fact, 58 of the 91 main fund management 
groups subtracted value in this sense. 

However, his second finding is that 


Off the shelf 


Rachel Fixsen 
wonders if 
familiar high 
street stores 
offer better 
financial deals 


A re you ready to entrust a 
company with your life 
savings just because it 
happens to be a dab hand at 
trimming fresh vegetables? If 
you shop at Marks & Spencer. 
Tesco, Virgin or Sainsbuiy's, 
you might. 

These household names 
have been making inroads into 
the financial services market. 
Paradoxically, clients are often 
drawn to them precisely 
because their names are not 
associated with the much- 
maligned money industry. 

“Banks have lost the trust of 
the customer, and the Marks 
& Spencer name is synony- 
mous with trust,” says Chris: 
Larkin, M&S Financial Ser- 
vices spokesman. He cites inci- 
dents where banks have locked 
clients into accounts, or 
stopped them from switching 
from one type to another. 

Financial institutions let cus- 
tomers down in the 1980s by 
flying into the mortgage 
market without thinking of the 
consequences, and small busi- 
nesses have often been dealt 
fatal blows when loans were 
suddenly called in. he adds. 

M&S started offering finan- 
cial services in 1985 when it 
launched its chargecani Since 
then it has gone on to offer 
personal loans, unit trust 
investment, life and pension 
plans. M&S now boasts 10 
per cent of the non-bank per- 
sona] loan market. 

The Virgin group, which 
made its name in the music 
business and went on to 
market condoms and launch a 
co mm ercial airline, now offers 
a range of financial products 
through its Virgin Direct tele- 
phone-based service. 

Supermarket giant J Sains- 
bury launched Sainsbury’s 



Bank in February, offering two 
types of savings account mid 
Visa credit cards. It is about to 
start mortgages and personal 
loans. The Instant Access 
Savings account took the 
savings market by storm, offer- 
ing 5.75 per cent interest annu- 
ally on balances over £1. 

There’s no doubt these 
names have succeeded in 
attracting clients but do their 
deals justify their popularity? 

“It’s purely name aware- 
ness.” says Amanda Davidson 
of London-based independent 
financial advisers Holden Mee- 
han. “If you have never heard 
of someone, you're not willing 
to commit your hard-earned 
savings to that company.” 

But just because a retailer is 
good at selling vegetables, - 
does that mean they’re good at 
pensions? “The answer is no. 
Expertise in one area is not a 
guarantee of expertise in 
another,” says Ms Davidson. 

Many of the products from 
this new breed of bankers are 
very long-term commitments, 
and their short investment 
track records could be a worry 
for some would-be customers. 
“I personally would like to 


see longer track- record 
before I recommended them. 
Fd like to be sure they 3 re com- 
mitted,” Miss Davidson says. 

Countering this argument. 
Virgin, for example, points 
out that because its main fund 
is a “tracker”, which simply 
aims to mir ror t he perfor- 
mance of the FTSE All Share 
index, it doesn’t have to have 
been around for very long. 

Mr Larkin says of course 
M&S financial services can’t 
invent a track record. “But 
we’ve been in the business of 
servicing customers for more 
than a hundred years.” 

And where M&S does have 
an track record, it is quite 
good Its UK 100 Companies 
Fund ranks second for perfor- 
■ mance in the past 12 months 
out of 154 funds in its sector, 
according to financial infor- 
mation provider Money Fads. 

■ But while a company may 
have a familiar name and 
jargon-free brochures, its prod- 
ucts might not be the cheapest 
around. It may be worth brav- 
ing the jargon, or better still, 
getting an independent finan- 
cial adviser in order to find a 
lower-cost product 


-. The Virgin pension, which is 
based on unit trust invest- 
ments, is vety flexible - some- 
thing which cannot be said for 
the majorify of pensions. But 
Rothschild Asset Management 
and Gartmore also offer this 
type of pension, and Roth- 
schild’s can work out cheaper. 

Unquestionably, these out- 
siders have shaken the finan- 
cial industry out of its com- 
placency. Big players such as 
Scottish Widows, Guardian 
Royal Exchange, Eagle Star 
and Legal & General now 
offer products which are some- 
times cheaper than the new- 
comers. It remains to be seen, 
however, whether any of them 
retaliate by opening a new 
breed of drain store. 

Sainsbury's Bank: 0500 405060; 
Virgin Dbect Personal Financial 
Service: 0345 959595; Marks & 
Spencer Financial Senices: 0800 
3634 00/01244 681 681: Gart- 
more Fund Managers: 0800 
289336; Eagfe Star Direct 0800 
776666; Rothschild Asset Man- 
agement- 0800 124314; Legal & 
General Direct: 0500 909090; 
Guardian Direct: 0800 282820; 
Scottish Widows: 0131 655 6000 


there is a small and elite group of 
investment management groups which 
have consistently added value. There 
arc 1 1 firms which have outperformed 
the market with at least two thirds of 
their funds in all three of Mr Cuthbert’s 
annual surveys. IWenty did so in the 
1994-96 period alone. 

Who are these paragons? Well, 
stripping out a couple which have been 
affected by takeover or other corporate 
changes, and ignoring firms that only 
sell to institutions, the list includes the 
following; Britannia, Jupiter, Lazards. 
Perpetual, Schraders, ABN Pembroke, 
BWD, Credit Suisse. Prolific and NPI. 

It is an interesting list, for it not only 
includes some of the best-known names 
in the retail market but also some 
which I hazard most people have never 
even heard of. (Pembroke Carrington, 
for example, recently bought by the 
Dutch bank, ABN Amro, is a small firm 
with an excellent long-term record but, 
though popular with aficionados, is 
largely unknown to the general public.) 

In addition, there are some big 
names missing from the list too. such as 
Fidelity and M&G, both of which have 
had well-publicised recent difficulties. 
Mr Cuthben acknowledges that his 
methodology tends to penalise firms 
such as M&G which specialise in 


buying high yielding stocks rather than 
growth shares. 

Nevertheless, nobody’ doubts there 
are a handful of firms which are simply 
better than others. One thing many of 
the best firms have in common is a 
distinctive investment style which they 
have stuck to over a long period of 
rime Quite often, also, the same fund 
managers (eg Bill Mott of Credit 
Suisse, Neil Woodford at Perpetual, 
John Carrington and Nigel Thomas at 
ABN Pembroke) have stayed with their 
funds over a period of several years. 

A secondary point that Mr Cuthben 
does make strongly - and which my 
own observations also support - is that 
historic performance figures may be 
particularly misleading at the moment. 
This is not just for the well-known 
reason that heating the averages is 
hard, and that those funds which 
perform well in one year tend to do less 
well in subsequent years. It is also 
because behind the scenes there is - 
and not before time - something of a 
revolution going on in the way that 
many unit trust groups are organising 
their investment activities. 

lo put it bluntly, too many unit trust 
groups have been poorly run over the 
years: investment trusts have always 
tended to have the better quality fond 


thanagent But this is at lust starring to 
he surprised to find a 
° f J grou P s *hich have historically 
nded to do badly now start to produce 
ra her more consistent performances in 
ure. thanks to much improved/more 
professoral investment processes. 

Mr Cuthben says he already detects 
h«g and probably lasting improvements 

nfF. aC 5 M Hill Samuel (now part 
nf Lloyds TSB). Invesco. Kkimvort 
oenson. Save & Prosper and Eagle 
Start Allied Dunbar (whose funds are 
to be relaunched under the Tbread- 
hccdle Asset Management label). 

out nor should vou expect to 
££cover many more stellar perfoimcre. 

1 ne process of organising unit trust 
groups more efficiently w ill if anything, 
Mr Luthbert predicts, reduce the 
number of fund managers who take - 
or are allowed to take - really big bets 
in the market. We can look forward to 
generally higher standards, in other 
words, but fewer places where risk- 
taking fond managers of the kind who 
nave taken Jupiter and Perpetual to the 
top of the tables in recent years are 
given their heads. 

I/m Trust Management Performance 
Studies, available from John Cuthben, 
a6 Stoiltart Road, Sheffield S10 IRE. 
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Tax-free but 
not such 
great value 


Friendly societies fill a small 
investment niche, but charges 
are high, says lain Morse 
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T alk to marketing 

people and they will 
often tell you that a 
surefire way of selling 
a financial product is to 
advertise it as tax-free. 
Hardly surprising then, that 
friendly societies are so 
popular among large 
numbers of savers. 

Friendly societies grew out 
of medieval guilds and were 
first established in the 16th 
century as mutual self-faelp 
societies, paying benefits to 
members and their families 
in cases of illness, hardship 
and death. Some still restrict 
membership to particular 
trades or professions, others 
are open to all. The aim was 
to encourage people to 
provide for themselves. 

Prior to the formation of 
the Welfare State they were 
able to extract an important 
concession from the taxman, 
namely that their savings 
plans would be free of any 
income or capital gains tax. 

Their history helps explain 
why the upper limit on 
premiums is fixed at £25 per 
month, or an annual premium 
of £270, with only one plan 
allowed per saver. The rules 
on policies are similar to life 
company endowments: 
premiums must be paid for 
seven and a half years on a 
10-year term, or for 10 years 
on any longer term. 

Their tax-free status 
means that fund 
performance should be 
competitive both with 
insurance company 
endowments and PEPs. 

Many societies cater to the 
less well off, with minimum 
monthly premiums in single 
figures. But do they give 
value for money? 

Answering this question is 
not easy. The limit on 
premiums gives a clue to the 
main weakness, for there are 
fixed costs to administering 
each policy regardless of 
premium level. 

A comparison of charges 
and early surrender values 
among five larger societies 
gives a due to future 
performance. The figures 
below assume a Id-year plan 
with monthly premiums of 
£25 and growth before 
charges of 9 per cent. 

The left hand of these 
columns shows actual cash 
deductions from the £3.000 
invested over the policy 
term. These vary a good 


deal, but the next column 
shows their effect, firstly in 
reducing an assumed yield of 
9 per cent. The third column 
shows prospective returns 
after such deductions, while, 
the fourth gives the differing 
charges levied by each 
society. 

The way these charges are: 
levied is also important 
Some societies load charges 
at the start of a policy, others 
spread them more evenly. 
Front-loaded charges have a 
greater effect in reducing 
maturity values. Either way, _ 
if you surrender a policy 
within the first five years, you 
are unlikely to recover even - 
the premiums paid. 

For example, savers would 
receive no premiums back 
after the first year if they 
invest with Tunbridge Wells, 
Scottish Friendly or Family - 
Assurance. Liverpool would 
pay back £159 out of £300 . 
paid in, while Homeowners 
would return £116. By the 
fifth year, the return of 
premiums, even assuming 9 
per cent growth ranges 
between £1,260 and £1,550. 

These figures also indicate 
why some societies with high . 
initial charges still deliver 
good results for savers who 
pay to maturity, the money 
taken off those who surrender 
early is used to swell 
remaining investors' funds. 

None of this says much 
about actual performance. 
Tunbridge Wells, with some 
of the higher charges shown, 
have consistently good 
results on its with-profits 
fund. The same is true of 
Scottish Friendly. 

A different picture 
emerges if we look at the 
past performance of 
managed equity funds run by 
Family Assurance, with 10 
annual premiums of £100 
maturing at £1,472 in 1997. 
This compares to a return of 
£2,196 from Perpetual’s 
Income Fund, a unit trust - 
PEP which has the same tax 
advantages. 

Friendly society plans 
cannot be used to secure a 
mortgage. Early encashment 
is heavily penalised. Charges 
remain high. So where do they 
belong in a savings portfolio? 
The answer must be that they 
fill a niche in the market for 
small savers and can be used ‘ 
to meet specific future needs.' 
As for being friendly - well, 
yes. But at a cosl 
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loose 

change 


Woolwich has launched a 
Premier Instant account 
paying variable rates starting 
at 3 per cent gross on savings 
below £499. rising to 5 per 
cent gross for deposits above 
£100,0(10. One free with- 
drawal per month is allowed. 
Details from branches. 

Money World, the 
personal finance Internet 
website, is extending its free 
share-price service, provided 
in conjunction with Prestel 
On-line. From Monday, 
FTSE 100 and FTSE 250 
share prices updated every 
20 minutes up to 6pm. From 
July all share prices will 
appear on the pages. The 
service is available on wvav. 
moneywnrld.co.uk/stocks. 

Sainsbury’s Bank has 
added personal loans to the 
services it offers customers. 
Loans of up to £4,999 arc 
available at a flat rate of 13.7 
per cent APR, falling to 12.7 
APR on sums borrowed of 
up lo £15,000. The loans 


have an initial three-month 
repayment “holiday". Call . 
0500 707070. 

Yorkshire Building Society 
is launching a cashback offer 
worth up to £5,000 on itr : 
cashback mortgages^Tbe 

deal provides both a ' 

cashback worth' up to 2 per 
cent cash offer on a. - . - . 
maximum loan to value of 90 
per cent, plus a I per cent 
discount on Yorkshire's 
variable rate for one year, 
currently standing at 7.29 per 
cent. Call 0800 37S836. t . . 

Leeds & Holbeck Building 
Society is offering a new fee- 
free discounted mortgage. 
The loan cues J per cent off 
the society's present 7.6 per 
cent variable rate for two 
years, plus there are no 
valuation, application or 
higher lending fees. Call 
0500 225777 i 

Fim National, the larges 
building society in Ireland, is 
increasing rates paid to UK 
savers. Balances infts 90-day 
notice account have risen 
0.25 per cent to 7 per cent on 
balances over £50,000. 

Savers who open a account 
before December will also 
receive a £200 travel 
voucher. Call 0800 55SS44. 
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Small flat, big bills 


NAMES: Danny 
Pauline Evans 
AGE: Both 34 


McEvoy 


and 


.“^ PATI0N S: Teacher 


worker 


and care 
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Makeover: A teacher is faced 
with soaring service charges 
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Degan to climb. By 1994 thev 
inched £27S each haif-year. lE 
bill levied that year by Mr Scrivens 
on members of the entire building 
included £60 a month for cleaning 
f ° r the le,evisi on aerial of 
£641 a year and £300 a month man- 
agement fees. Mr Scrivens. by 
happy coincidence, not only owns 
but manages the building. 

If there were any significant 
repairs to the building, such as 

for roof re P airs in 
Mr Scnvens levied an addi- 
tional 10 per cent works’ mana°e- 
“en* fee- Last year, the lease- 
holders were landed with a £27,000 
paint job to the outside of the 
property, a joh which a indepen- 
dent surveyor hired by the lease- 
holders describes as poor. 

At this point, Danny felt enough 
was enough. He and Pauline 
decided to organise the other ten- 
ants. But when they tried to get a 
Rent Assessment Panel (RAP), a 
statutory body, to recognise them as 
a residents’ association Mr Scrivens 
blocked recognition by arguing the 
ownership of the building is sepa- 
rated into two parts. Then, the fact 
that Pauline is not formally a resi- 
dent proved a further legal stum- 
bling block. 

The 



Leashold hassles: Danny McEvoy 


PHOTOGRAPH: ANDREW HASSON 


leaseholders want Mr 
Scrivens to sell the freehold to 
them at a fair rate, but cannot force 
him to because of legal problems. 
He offered it to them for £45,000, 
much more than they felt is fair. He 
then reduced it to £29,000. 

Meanwhile, workmen have fitted 
a felt root similar to that used on 
garden sheds, because the block’s 
original roof blew off last year. 

Danny and Pauline want to 
know what to do. 


THE ADVISER; Tim Curran, a 
chartered surveyor and director of 
Leasehold Enfranchisement Ltd, a 
firm which advises leaseholders 
(London area only) on extending 
leases and buying their own free- 
holds. Address: 33 St George's 
Drive, London SWTV 4DO (0171- 
821 8820) 

THE ADVICE: “There appears to 
have been a history of service 
charge problems with this block of 
fiats and it does seem to me, with- 
out knowing every detail, that 
some of the charges are excessive. 

As for the problems with regard 
to the Rent Assessment Panel and 
getting themselves appointed as a 
residents' association, I am sure the 
RAP’s interpretation of the law, 
disappointing as it may seem, is 
probably correct I imagine what is 
happening is that the freeholder is 
employing a professional, such as 
a solicitor, and they are following 
the letter of the law quite closely. 

There are a number of recourses 
which these leaseholders could take 


under law. One option is to apply to 
the Leasehold Valuation Tribunal 
for a determination as to whether 
service charges arc reasonable and 
for an appointment of a manager, 
either themselves or a third party, 
to take over the running. 

The freehold is still owned by 
the landlord but this would neu- 
tralise the aggravation factor. 

Tenants have always had the 
right to seek a new manager for the 
freehold property, but the right has 
been extended quite radically and 
it is a much easier procedure to 
obtain now. The cost of an appli- 
cation to an LVT has not yet been 
set but is unlikely to be above £500. 

The relevant legislation allowing 
this, under the Housing Act 1996, 
has been passed by Parliament 
but it has not yet come into effect. 
The signs are that it will come into 
force in July. 

Leasehold Valuation Tribunals 
(LVR) are an arbitration body set 
up by government to adjudicate on 
disputes between landlords and 


tenants. They have a range Of 
powers which include setting prices 
for lease extensions and deter- 
mining on the appointment of new 
managers for the property. 

It is important to note, however, 
that the freeholder does have the 
power to object to this process and 
the LVT must lake its point of view 
into account. A potential problem 
is that once the order is made the 
freeholder can still ask for that 
order to be changed or varied after 
a certain period of time 

Although the LVT has the 
power to appoint another man- 
ager, it may be easier for the lease- 
holders to exercise another legal 
right, that of purchasing the free- 
hold - known as collective enfran- 
chisement At least that settles 
the problem once and for all. 

This is also subject to negotia- 
tion over the exact price between 
both parties. If they fail to agree, 
a final judgment is made by the 
LVT But here, the leaseholders 
must be prepared to pay for the 
freeholder's reasonable costs, 
which may include surveyors’ 
reports and lawyers, in any appear- 
ance before the LVT 

However, there are also legal 
restrictions on the right to buy a 
freehold which unfortunately 
appear to affect this property. This 
is because one leaseholder, a busi- 
ness operating on the ground floor, 
takes up more than 10 per cent of 
the floor space. Therefore, the lease- 
holder must negotiate a reasonable 
price. My view is that in this case, 
such a move would be cost-effective 
in the long tun and, given the free- 
holder appears willing to sell nego- 
tiations should be initiated. 

As for the likely price, there is 
already guidance from previous 
LVT decisions, although they are 
not legally binding in this case.” 
THE VERDICT: “The problem is 
that we don’t trust Mr Scrivens. He 
could take us down the path of 
negotiation, incurring huge solici- 
tors charges and then pull oul 

As far as the LVT is concerned, 
July is too late by far. Leasehold- 
ers should have the right to apply 
for a decision now. We would also 
like to see the right to manage, as 
spelt out in the Government’s 
paper, ‘An End to Feudalism’, 
applied immediately. 

Meanwhile, we will cany on 
paying just the ground rent, wait 
until the LVT acquires its new 
powers and then lodge an applica- 
tion for a change in management.” 
Tim Curran and Danny McEvoy 
were talking to Nic Cicutd. 
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Nic Cicutti 


A nice 
little 

earner for 
everyone 
except 
the 

investor 


I f there is a common thread to the 
many plaintive remarks made to 
personal finance journalists by the 
insurance industry, it is that we tend to 
underestimate the sterling work they cany 
out on behalf of their policyholders. 

Whenever I begin to waver and find 
myself agreeing with this view, a reader’s 
letter brings me back to earth. One this 
week comes from Dr Fergal O’Driscoll, a 
GP based in Lowestoft. 

Dr O’Driscoli joined his partnership in 
1987 and spoke to a financial adviser. The 
adviser suggested a nifty little scheme by a 

company called Scottish Equitable. This 
involved borrowing £40,000 from Scottish 
Equitable itself, with equity in the surgery 
used as collateral for the loan. 

The insurer would then invest the 
money it was advancing Dr O’Driscoll for 
10 years and pay him the proceeds at the 
end of that period. Meanwhile, the good 
doctor would carry on paying interest on 
the loan to Scottish Equhabfe 
In theory, the investment gains would 
pay off the loan plus the interest and leave 
a tidy additional sum for Dr O'Driscoll. 
Scottish Equitable’s literature at the time 
suggested in bold letters that he might 
earn net returns of up to 33 per cent 
It hasn’t quite worked out that way. 

Last month, Dr O’Driscoll received a 
letter from Scottish Equitable in which it 
informed him that the returns on his 
£40,000 investment would be £61,000 at 
maturity next year, which is actually 
£2,000 less than the interest paid on the 
loan over this period. 

Other members of the surgery who took 
the same advice and have invested up to 
£120,000 more, face similar losses. 

What we have, in effect, is a situation 
where the “adviser" made one heck of a 
lot of commission on the total investment 
by all the doctors - at least £7,500. 

Scottish Equitable has made a fat profit 
too out of Dr O’DriscolI’s money and that 
of his partners. The only people to have 
suffered are the investors themselves. 

Scottish Equitable, according to a 
special report about which I wrote last 
week, is currently refusing to provide 
statistical information on its products to 
Money Marketings a specialist financial 
paper. Its refusal supposedly stems from 
the fact that it no longer markets with- 
profits endowments of the type sold to Dr 
O’Driscoll and his partners. 

With returns of barely 50 per cent over 
10 years on the money invested, one 
might suppose that the real reason is that 
Scottish Equitable feels a sense of shame 
at its poor performance. 


WHY JUST PICK 

Up your 

building SOCIETY 
SHARES... 






...WHEN YOUR WINDFALL 
COULD GROW WITH US? 


If you're likely to receive a windfall bums of free shares 
from your building society and haven t ilrrxh invested in a 
General PEP far the W97/Q0 u* >f ar use the 

shares in addition to your m-mial PEP inwwment 
allowance of £6.000 per wx vear and provide a tax-free’ 
shelter for your windfall bonus Bui onK if you apply 
within -12 days from the date the shares are issued 

We will transfer ihe shares into a General PEP and sell them 
on your behalf. The proceeds will be used 10 buv units in 
our UK 100 Companies Fund and will remain uirhin the 
PEP If you'd like to register for more information right away, 
tall us free on 


0800 363488 

quoting code P 004 


MARKS & SPENCER 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


The value of units and The income from them can go down as well as up 


• Yob can bnuxt up ts £6.000 In each lu yur in a General PB> Any ax deducted from your 
Iocmm It chimed beck from the Inland Revenue am pour behalf and any gain you iiqln. when 
seling your Ptao b alio tax-free. The hmd n exempt from Capital Gams Tax. but part tax 
oa any Income k receives. The tax treatment of PEPi may be changed by future legislation. 
The value of any tax buneRtt wdl depend upon your lodvidual Financial dreumuaaces. 


Kerbs and Spencer Unit Trust Management Limned. Regidaced by BIRO and the Personal 
kweetmem Authority. Registered Office Noted Mouse. Baker Street. London WIA I DM. 
Restored to Enghtvj 22 S 3009 A subsidiary of l-farlu S Spencer pic. Marks and Spencer Unit 
Trust Manag ement LMted Is a part of the Marta 1 Spencer Rrancal Services M a rk e t in g Group 


which usee the business name Marta & Spencer Financnl Services. 
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Why you should 
PEP your windfall 
shares with M&G 


The M&G Windfall PEP provides an ideal tax-free 
shelter for your windfall shares with low charges and 
a high degree of flexibility. 


No initial charge 

Low flat fee of £8 (+VAT) a year for each windfall 
Hold all your windfall shares for as long as you want 
No obligation to buy any other M&G products 
You can also invest up to £6,000 tax-free with M&G 


For details return the coupon or call us now on 


0990 600 61 8 
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Trc The M&G Group, Bristol BS38 7FL Please send n» dataSs of the new M&G Windfall PEP. 


NO S A LE SMAN WILL CALL YbuatiouM contact your hdapew h nmMndaladwfaarCf you have one) before hwwMng. 

The price at hvastmenfs and the income from them can go down as well as up. The value to you of the tax benefits wdl depend 
on your own drcumstancas. The tax regime of PEP* ootid change in the future. 
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The M&G Windfall PEP 





















John Whiting 


Want to cut 
down on your 
tax bill? Why 
not live 
abroad, at 
least for part 
of the time? 


Cashing in your Endowment Policy'? 

More than money. 
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Direct Line Rates 
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YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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T ax advisers share at 
least one feature with 
doctors. We are 
usually asked at 
parties, once our profession 
is discovered, about curing a 
pain that is troubling 
someone. The pain in 
question is fiscal rather than 
physical: the question is 
usually posed as: “How do I 
get out of paying tax?” 

One immediate reaction 
is: “leave the country". 
Although a bit flip, it 
underlies a serious point. 
Going non-resident, or 
varying your residence status 
in some way, can significantly 
affect your tax bill. 

There are probably three 
variants to look at: leaving 
the country altogether still 
working here but only for 
part of the tune; and working 
here, but not as a full citizen. 
As in all the best game 
shows, we’ll take them in 
reverse order. 

There are a lot of people 
working in this country who 
do not pay tax on all their 
income. Why not? Because 
they are non-domiciled. 

Here we need to introduce a 
couple of definitions: 
residence is physical being - 
if you're in the UK for over 
half the tax year, you’re 
“resident”. Be here 
generally, and you are 
“ordinarily resident". 

“Domicile” is your real 
home. It’s a funny concept in 
many ways - it isn't 
necessarily the country of 
your birth, though that is 
usually the start point You 
can change during life; in the 
end, where you intend to be 
buried is an oft-quoted guide 
to your domicile. For 
example, many will 
remember Sir Charles Gore, 
the founder of Sears. 

Towards the end of his iife, 
he left the UK and started to 
live in Monaco - but he had 
not completely shed his UK 
connections. Accordingly he 
was still UK domiciled when 
he died - and his estate fell 
into inheritance tax. 

The income tax advantage 
of domicile is that if you are 
resident here but not UK 
domiciled, then you pay tax 
on non-UK income and 
gains basically only to the 
extent that you remit them 
to die UK. This helps a lot of 
expatriates who arc working 
in the UK - and contributes 
to the UK being an attractive 
place for foreign investment 
It requires care to manage 
your affairs to best effect - 


and, of course, it can mean 
that some income is left to 
be taxed “back home", which 
could even result in higher 
rates. 

If you are UK domiciled, 
you may decide that you can 
do your work other than by 
daily attendance at the 
office. The thought of 
avoiding the daily battle with 
train/Tube/car is attractive. 

So how about basing yourself 
in, say, Jersey, and working 
from there? Electronic links 
now make it far easier to 
contemplate doing many 
tasks remote from the office. 
Being resident in Jersey 
means being taxed there - 
and you would still be able to 
come over to the UK from 
time to time, without 
becoming resident here. 

The Inland Revenue 
would regard you as resident 
here if you were here for 
183+ days; or if you made 
“regular and substantial” 
visits to the UK. Come here 
for 91+ days a year and you 
would definitely be in; 
shorter periods might still 
lead to your being caught 

Having a house here and 
visiting it during the year 
does not of itself make you 
resident, as it once did; but 
there are 19th-century cases 
to suggest you can be 
resident without even setting 
foot in the UK in the year. 

If you are contemplating 
this route, the basic first step 
is to be resident somewhere 
other than the UK - and 
control your visits here. (As 
a day counts for residence 
purposes by being here at 
midnigbt, you can achieve a 
lot with a fast plane - but it’s 
not an area to try to abuse.) 

So what about leaving 
altogether? This thought 
often occurs to people who 
are facing a large capital 
gains bilL lb establish non- 
residence you need to have a 
full-time job abroad for at 
least a full tax year, or to be 
out for at least three years. 

So it’s not just a question of 
a night in Calais to offload 
your shares CGT-free. 

Incidentally, this whole 
area is one that the 
Chancellor, Gordon Brown, 
is looking at - not necessarily 
to change on 2 July, but if 
you are thinking of taking 
advantage of the rules in this 
area, do bear in mind that 
changes may well happen 
before too long. 

The writer is a lax partner ai 
Price Waterhouse 
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The 

Halifax payout. 
What a 

thoughtful leaving 

present. 


(Come to TSB & get up to 6.75% 
interest on your savings) 

Now you've held out for your windfall, wiry not take advantage of a more rewarding 
interest rate on your savings? TSB’s 90 Day Notice Account offers one of the best returns you cart 
get (up to 6.75% p.a. gross*). 

If you’ve got a minimum of £10,000 to invest, and you’d like to find out more about TSB's 
90 Day Notice Account, cut out the coupon or phone this number. 


Call free 

quoting ref: HIPF76 


0500 758 400 


'Gross rate a ol interest do not laid into account the dodocfei of mctxne feat the lower rase. W’dhdrswri* can bn made hum a $0 Day Notice Account 
Subject lo BO dayn 1 note* of withdrawal or 90 days’ lose ol nterast 1h« information in this advortaemenf is correct as ol 2nd June 1997. TSQ 
Bank pic. Registered Office: Victoria Houm. Victoria Square. EUmtughaifl Bt TBZ- R x e lttel >n England and Mfafee: Number 106076a. 
TS8 Bank Scotland pic. Registered Offer. Havy Ouncon Houm. (20 Georg* Stnwi. Edinburgh EH3 tLR Regowed in Soottand: Number 95237. 
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90 Day Notice Account 


Wte want you 
Co«ay| 


SKnume: (Mr/Mrs/Mi«/M*J 

Addrcti; 


Vm. I would like to receive further information about the TSB 90 Dap Notice Account. 
First Name: 


Postcode: 


. Telephone Number;. 


Do two have a Halifax account? ^ Do you have ait existing TSB account? D If yes, is rt a savings account? Q 
li e V hke to contact you from time to time with details about services from TSB and other TSB group companies 
if we think they'd interest you. However, if you'd prefer not to be told about these services . please tick this box □. 
Send toi TSB PboneBank, FREEPOST {BM6J.34J. Glasgow Cl SBR- 

To ensure security (or our customer* and staff and to help maiutam service quality, some calk may be recorded and nnmjrmvd. 


MIPF76 
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SOMETHING 
YOU KNOW 


II you now find yourself with money to invest, 
considering a comparatively unknown area of investment 
may seem an unlikely option. Yet their track record of 
long-term growth makes Investment Trusts an attractive 
home For any windfall. 

The first Investment Trust was formed in 1868 and 
continues to flourish. Today there are more than 300 
Investment Trust companies listed on the London Stock 
Exchange, often holding shares in hundreds of companies. 
So. through a single investment, you are spreading your risk 
across a wide portfolio. Yon also have the advantage of 
low management costs. 

These benefits apply to all Investment Trusts — whether 
ii s one holding a broad base ol blue-chip shares or one 
specialising in a particular geographical area or a specific 
industry sector. And you benefit from the expertise of fund 
managers with a wealth of experience. 

To learn more about Investment Trusts, ask for ibe free 
information pack — including a specially prepared fact sheet 
ahont windfall shares - prodneed b> the MTC. the Association 
that speaks for Investment Trust companies. Simply fill fo 
the coupon or call 0171-431 5222. 




THE ASSOCIATION OF INVESTMENT TRUST COMPANIES 


To: !u Cox.TfiPAi'.oriatioD ol toveslitirnl Trusl Cnmpuues. 

It) fltlM' Roaif. Newbury, krfcshre. PGH !DE fcftw bn pfaH w . u k/«{t 


Please send me & free infannslian pack including (be windfall shares fad shed. 

If you already have sham in an Investment Trasi company, please lick this hot. □ 
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The risks they take with our money 


Pension peace of mind: Scheme members must be told about investment strategies 


R isk is one of the most critical 
issues to be confronted in 
relation to both investment 
and pension planning. It is a 
worrying conundrum for investors and 
trustees alike. So, bow is a trustee to 
cope with balancing risk and the need 
to safeguard pension assets for mem- 
bers? And hew can pension scheme 
members know what trustees are doing 
on their behalf? 

Statistics only tell one side of the 
story. One hundred pounds invested in 
equities in December 1918 with all 
income reinvested was worth £710,556 
in December 1996, according to BZW, 
the investment house. The equivalent 
figures for gilts and cash were £S,917 
and £6,101 respectively. Yet equities 
are considered far more risky invest- 
ments. and the penalties for making a 
mistake are huge. 

Investment managers are, anyway, 
like race horses - they need guidelines. 
Otherwise, they may be tempted to go 
for more speculative investments than 
trustees would like. Alternatively, if 
they are wrongly informed about the 
pension scheme, they may be overly 
conservative. 

lo answer these dilemmas, the new 
Pensions Act requires trustees to draw 
up and maintain a written statement of 


Pensions: Stephanie Hawthorne 
reports on trustees’ new duties 


investment principles (SIP). It should 
contain details on how trustees choose 
investments, on the types of investment 
held and the balance between them. 

It should provide guidelines on the 
preferred approach to risk, likely return 
and the realisation of investments, and 
the need for diversification, and how 
the fund will comply with the minimum 
funding requirement (MFR). 

The SIP should also be available for 
members to see on request and be 
quoted in the annual report Certainly, 
it should be more accessible than the 
“chairman's bottom drawer". Failure to 
have an SIP in place may now result in 
trustees being disqualified by the pen- 
sions watchdog, Opra, and fines may 
be imposed. 

Nick Fitzpatrick, a partner at actu- 
aries Bacon & Woodrow, says: 
“Cumbersome and bureaucratic they 
[SIPs] may be. but even in the best run 
funds, trustees have been forced to 
look carefully at some neglected cor- 
ners of their portfolios and manage- 
ment arrangements." 

Philip Christison of lowers Perrin 


welcomes the new proposals: “Much 
pension fund investment to date has 
been subject to uncertain objectives 
and follow-my-leader style decisions; 
making investment decisions for the 
wrong or poorly defined reasons is 
obviously a bad idea." 

Trustees also have to state their 
policy on complying with the minimum 
funding requirement (MFR) intro- 
duced by the Pensions Act to give 
members greater security. MFR aims 
to ensure that, whatever happens to the 
employer, salary-related schemes have 
enough money in them to meet the 
pension rights of the members. If the 
pension scheme is wound up, there 
should be enough assets for pension 
payments to continue and to provide 
all younger members with a cash value 
of their pension rights. 

If the money in the scheme is less 
than this minimum level, the employer 
will need to put in more money. The 
time limit for restoring schemes’ fund 
levels to at least 90 per cent and 100 
per cent of the MFR is one year and 
five years respectively. 


The MFR itself is a compromise. 
Keith Tement, of actuaries Buck Con- 
sultants, says: “Purists may object to 
such a standard on the grounds it does 
not absolutely guarantee the required 
benefits on a winding up. But it is a stan- 
dard, where none has existed before." 

One- problem is that some funds 
may switch from more volatile, but bet- 
ter performing equities to poorer, but 
more predictable, investments. A typi- 
cal pension fund's current holding of 
gilts under the new proposals might 
increase from 10 to 13 per cent of assets. 

So far, the stock market has hardly 
quivered at the news. But mature 
funds, that is those with many pensio- 
ners or employees nearing retirement 
or with many people being made 
redundant, will have to invest heavily 
in gilts or other matching assets. These 
proposals could require employers to 
invest an extra £30Qm to £400m a year 
in UK pension funds until the MFR is 
fully in place between 2002 and 2007. 

liven so, for most well-run pension 
schemes MFR will be a question of 
nuance and good practice. But pen- 
sioners will eventually have more pro- 
tection at a reasonable price. 

Stephanie Hawthorne is the editor of 
* Pensions World' 


Is there a way to 
beat the Budget? 



Brian Tora 


A t long last we know 
the date of the 
Budget. And we 
have yet another 
break in tradition. This will 
be the first Budget to be held 
on a Wednesday. We 
expected it next week. 

The delay could be 
significant. Chancellor 
Brown has said (hat he 
wished to flick through the 
country’s finances carefully 
before deciding what action 
to take. Checking the books 
took longer than he 
expected, so it looks as 
though we can expect some 
real measures in July. 

Fortunately, there is 
plenty of lime to plan. Wily 
investors should be taking 
avoiding action this month. 
Here are a few tips for 
beating the Budget. 

Personal equity plans: it is 
hard to see the Chancellor 
dispensing with this valuable 
savings vehicle, but you 
never know. 

Most financial planners 
believe that the worst he 
could do is to cap the total 
amount that can be invested, 
or restrict the income tax 
breakthrough with advanced 
corporation tax. 

Either way, there seems to 
be nothing to be lost by 
taking your full allowance 
for PEPs out now, rather 
than waiting, as many do, 
until the end of the tax year. 

A general and single PEP 
for a husband and a wife can 
tuck £18.000 out of the 
taxman's reach, no bad 
move when you consider 
that this Government is 
likely to be less sympathetic 
towards investors than the 
last one was. 

Capital gains rax: some 
change here has already 
been signalled, but it is 
worth bearing in mind that it 
is already an onerous tax. 
However, the Chancellor 
seems to wish to make a 
distinction between long- 
term investors and short- 
term speculators; we may see 
the reintroduction of short- 
term capital gains tax. 

Of course, that will mean 
little if it remains tied to 
income, given that the 
Chancellor has pledged not 
to raise the top rate of tax. 

So it may be that a more 
punitive level of taxation will 
be introduced to remove 
some of the profit from 
those fortunate enough to 
make a large gain relatively 
swiftly. 

Those with long memories 
will recall that the original, 
short-term capital gains tax 
was levied at the confiscatory 
income tax rates that applied 
back in the Sixties. 

This introduced a massive 
distortion into the timing of 
transactions, but politicians 
do not usually have such 
long memories. 

Of course, it maybe 
pointless to incur tax charge 
now, simply to avoid the 


Second 
guessing the 
Chancellor’s 
plans is 
tricky, but it’s 
worth a try 


risk of higher taxes being 
imposed later, but if you do 
have a large short-term 
gain, it may he as well to 
mop up this year’s 
exemption before the end 
of the month. 

Bonuses: thanks to. among 
others, the directors of the 
company operating the 
National Lottery. I would 
not be surprised to see some 
move made against those 
who arc rewarded with high 
bonus pay-outs as part of 
their remuneration package. 

For the City such a move 
is probably too lute - most 
bonuses arc paid between 
January and March to retfect 
the profits made in the 
previous calendar year - but 
if you are likely to benefit 
from an employer’s 
munificence, it may be as 
well to encourage him to put 
the payment into this 
month’s pay packet. Again, 
nothing may happen, but you 
never can tell. 

Inheritance tax: this was a 
tax that John Major, when 
he was prime minister, said 
he would like to see 
abolished. Not much chance 
here, I am afraid. 

However, it has been 
described as a voluntary tax 
by some financial planners, 
so the Chancellor may seek 
to close any potential 
loopholes.’ 

Frankly, unless you are 
seriously wealthy and with 
money to bum. there is 
probably not a lot that can 
be done, except possibly 
using annual exemption and 
gift allowances. And if you 
possess the kind of wealth 
that is likely to make the 
Chancellors eyes light up 
with glee, you have probably 
tucked it away in foreign 
trusts already. 

Now that you are all 
planned and Gordon Brown- 
proof, you can start worrying 
about where the market goes 
from here. Opinion is 
divided. 

Some consider that new 
highs both on Wall Street 
and in London will be posted 
as the year progresses. 

Others believe that Nemesis 
waits just around the comer. 

America holds the key. but 
we may just have a nudge 
from next month's Budget as 
well. Talk is rife of a windfall 
bonanza For builders, travel 
agents and the like, courtesy 
of the newly-floated building 
societies. 

The Chancellor may well 
step in to dampen 
consumers' enthusiasm next 
month. 

Dampen it too much, and 
the market may take it amiss, 
regardless of what is 
happening in Bill Clinton 
land. 

The writer is chairman of the 
Gndg Middleton Investment 
Strategy Committee, and can 
he contacted on 0171-655 
4000. 


The Index-Tracking PEP 




WHAT MAKES LEGAL & GENERAL’S 
FTSE ALL-SHARE INDEX-TRACKING 
PEP THE BEST VALUE PEP OF ITS 
KIND ON THE MARKET? 

A glance at the table will show 
that - since its lauach just over one 
year ago - this Index-Tracking PEP 
from Legal & General has proved 
that it offers PEP investors unbeatable 
value for money. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. 
This Index reflects the performance of 
the entire stockmarket, so it reduces 
the risk of being over-exposed to shares 
which under-perform and lessen your 
return. In fact. £6.000 invested in the 
Legal & General Index-Tracking PEP at 
launch would now be worth £7,879* 
compared to just £7,262’ in the average 
UK Income & Growth Trust. 
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NO 
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UNBEATABLE COSTS... 

At fust 0.5^ p.a.,you won’t find a better 
value FTSE All-Share Index-Tracking PEP 
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initial charges or withdrawal fees to pay. 

To find out more about the LiK’s 
best value FTSE All-Share Index-Tracking 
PEP. call now. or return the coupon 
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us at http://wu-w.Iegal-and-gcneraI.co.uk 
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V irgin Direct, the financial 
services arm of Richard 
Branson's airline to cola 
business empire, likes to 
get up its rivals’ noses. This week 
has been no exception. 

The company published a list of 
24 personal equity plans available 
from its main competitors, which it 
called “Superdogs” on the grounds 
that they have consistently under- 
performed over the past nine years 
compared with the average of their 
peers. Virgin is offering to pay anv 
transfers or exit penalties incurred 
if people switch from these so- 
called Superdog P Eft into either its 
tracker or its income PEP plan. 

But behind Virgin’s claims are 
important questions all savers 
should ask about PEPs that have 
not delivered hoped-for returns. 

Put simply. Virgin’s unanswer- 
able argument - backed by all the 
experts - is that if a person makes 
an investment, waits for a discrete 
number of years but the fund 
delivers consistently poor returns, 
it is time to sell up. 

Tony Wood, marketing director 


Virgin's ‘Superdogs’ list of limping 
funds has angered many managers. 
But investors should be prepared 
to switch, says Nic Cicutti 


at Virgin Direct, says: ‘It has always 
amazed me that people are pre- 
pared to put such disproportionate 
efforts into buying a new PEP 
when so often it is their existing 
PEPs which should be getting the 
most attention. Hundreds of thou- 
sands could be better off by trans- 
ferring their PEP." 

How does one measure perfor- 
mance? Increasingly, experts prefer 
to look at discrete investment peri- 
ods, perhaps three, five or even two- 
year cycles. This allows statisticians 
to check how often a fund appears 
within the top half or even the top 25 
percent of funds in its sector. 

Virgin has chosen to focus on its 
rivals' performance by parcelling up 
the past nine years into three 
separate periods - April 1988 to 


April 1991: April 1991 to April 
1994; and April 1994 to April 1997. 

Peter Edwards, a founder of 
Premier Unit Trust Brokers, a firm 
of investment experts in Bristol, 
says: “One could argue that they 
have chosen fairly long cydes, but 
at least it allows us to see how a 
fund has performed in the short, 
medium and long term.” 

Virgin then looks at the perfor- 
mance of PEP funds within four 
sectors: UK growth and income, 
UK growth, UK equity income 
and UK smaller companies, check- 
ing how the companies performed 
within each sector during each of 
the three-year periods. 

Figures from HSW, the specialist 
investment statistics provider, 
reveal that 24 PEP funds failed to 


match the average performance 
achieved by rivals within their sec- 
tors in any of the three-year cydes. 

Among the under-achievers are 
PEPs run by many big industry 
names, inducting Fidelity, Fram- 
lington, GX Hill Samuel, lnvesco, 
Edinburgh, Henderson, Save & 
Prosper, Hambros and Mercury, 
plus a number of life companies, 
including Allied Dunbar. Virgin 
contrasts their allegedly poor per- 
formance with its own two funds, 
botii of which have delivered good 
returns to investors since their 
launch in the past two years. 

The question therefore is: should 
you switch out of the Superdogs? If 
so, which funds should you look at? 
Here, the consensus disintegrates. 

Mr Edwards says there are a 
number of issues to be considered: 
"For example, during a recession 
the UK smaller companies sector 
is not likely to do particularly well. 
If the economy recovers, as it 
appears to be at present, the sector 
has the potential to outperform.” 

To which Tony Wood at Virgin 
replies: “Even if we accept that the 


sector may not be doing well, the 
question remains one of how well 
the specific fund is doing within it.” 

Mr Edwards' second point is 
about how fund performance is 
assessed: "If you have money in an 
income fund, then you might be 
prepared to accept a lower capital 
return. High income may require 
accepting a higher degree of risk, 
which may be acceptable.” Mr 
Wood accepts this may be an issue 
for some, but argues most fond 
managers aim for a good overall 
food performance in addition to 
delivering a decent income stream. 

Another issue is whether some 
(or arty) of the so-called Superdogs 
deserve to be ranked in this man- 
ner and whether, after years in the 
doldrums, they are now improving. 

Michael Ash bridge, investment 
director at Save & Prosper, whose 
UK Equity Income fond figures on 
the list, says: “Since 1992 we have 
changed the ream and put in place 
a new investment process. 

“As we have gained confidence 
we have taken bigger positions on 
the basis of our strategy, which 


means that our performance is 
accelerating.” 

He adds that between January 
last year and the end of May this 
year, the S&P fond ranked eighth 
in its sector. If so, S&P’s Equity 
Income PEP may be on the mend. 

A similar picture is presented by 
Paul Kafka, executive director at 
Fidelity, whose Growth & Income 
and Income Plus funds also figure 
among the alleged Superdogs. Mr 
Kafka says: “Our two funds named 
did suffer from poor performance. 
But over the last year or two, it has 
improved very significantly." 

Moreover, he seems to suggest. 
Virgin is comparing apples and 
pears: “Between February 1996 
and May this year our tracker fund 
has grown by 23.1 per cent com- 
pared with 20.6 per cent at Virgin." 

Mr Kafka dismisses Virgin’s 
promise to pay investors’ surrender 
penalties, tty pointing out that 
Fidelity does not levy them: “Vir- 
gin’s comments come at a time 
when Fidelity has succeeded in 
attracting 25,000 new ffee-sbare 
windfall investors into its PEPs 


because of our highly competitive 
charges. We are disappointed that 
they are behaving in this way.” 

Irrespective of Virgin’s specific 
claims, its argument that investors 
should be prepared to switch is 
endorsed by Peter Edwards. 

Premier keeps a list of “Black” 
and “White" funds for both income 
and growth unit trusts, based on 
assessments of dividend and capi- 
tal growth over the past five years. 
Investors who ditched “Black” 
companies and opted for those on 
Premier’s “White” list would have 
enjoyed significant outperfonnance. 

The lesson, according io Mr 
Edwards, is that it does make sense 
to clear out your poor performing 
funds. Blit Virgin, though it has 
rightly sparked a debate on this 
issue, does not hold a monopoly on 
good fund management expertise. 

When you do switch funds, it 
pays to take good independent 
advice as to which funds might suit 
you equally well - or better. 

Premier Unit Trust Brokers: 011 7-927 
9806. Fora local IFA: 117-972 3333. 


tL L ‘ON INVESTORS TRU 

NO CHARGES FROM THE 
LARSSTFUND 



Fidelity's Investment Trust Share Plan has no initial? no annual, 
no dealing, and no exit charges. There's also no limit to the amount 
you can invest. Now you know. Contact us or speak to your IFA. 


0800414110 
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Mortgage lenders raise rates with haste 


A fter the free shares euphoria 
comes the pain, as millions of 
borrowers discovered yes- 
terday. Just as members of the 
Alliance & Leicester, Halifax. Nor- 
wich Union and Woolwich prepare 
to spend .the free shares they are 
receiving from their companies’ 
stock market flotations, along 
comes the sting in the tail. 

In a bid to rein back infiationary 
pressures within the economy, the 
Bank of England yesterday pushed 
up interest rates a further 0.25 per 
cent The response by lenders to the 
base rate increase was immediate. 

Halifax said it was raising its vari- 
able mortgage rate for new bor- 
rowers right away from 7.6 to 7.95 
per cent, a 035 per cent increase 
which will push up the cost of a 
typical £50,000 interest-only loan 
tty£13 a month. Other lenders also 


Share windfalls 
helped prompt 
the lastest rise 
in interest base 
rates, reports 
Nic Cicutti 


followed suit, including Chel- 
tenham & Gloucester. Abbey 
National and the Coventry. 

The new rate will apply to exist- 
ing borrowers from 1 July. Unlike 
the last month, bonks and building 
societies are promising that they 
will increase savings rates at the 
same time. But they are refusing to 


commit themselves to push up sav- 
ings rates by the same amount. 

The rise comes hard on the 
heels of last month's increase, leav- 
ing borrowers paying off a £50,000 
loan with an extra £26 a month to 
pay within a few weeks. 

The increase has surprised few 
mortgage experts, however. Alan 
Mudd, sales manager at John 
CharcoL the UK’s largest mortgage 
broker, says it predicts, if any- 
thing, that the upward movement 
in mortgage rates will continue. 

He says: “We think that 
infiationary pressures within the 
economy will continue and 
probably intensify. We have just 
had the Halifax flotation this week, 
the Alliance & Leicester last 
month, and two more flotations 
later this month. 

“There will be many millions of 


people with upwards of £1,400 
each to spend, assuming that up to 
a quarter do sell their shares imme- 
diately. Experience indicates that 
most of that money will be spent on 
consumer goods, foreign holidays 
and cars, which tends to increase 
inflationary pressures.” 

John Charcol is predicting vari- 
able mortgage rates will be 
between 8.25 and 8.75 per cent by 
the end of this year, with no fall 
expected until the middle of next 
year, if. then. 

For borrowers and new home- 
buyers, the pressure is on to hunt 
down a decent fixed-rate mortgage 
before they are all withdrawn by 
lenders and priced upwards over 
the next few weeks. POrtman Build- 
ing Society is presently marketing 
a 6.75 per cent rate, fixed for two 
years, until June 1 1999. 


Other options for borrowers 
include discounted rates, where the 
mortgage is pegged 1 or 2 per cent 
below the prevailing variable rate 
for one or two years. Both Leeds 
& Holbeck and Yorkshire Building 
Society have attractive discounted 
mortgages. • 

For those prepared to take a 
longer view, Birmingham Mid- 
shires is offering a “capped" mort- 
gage, where rates will not rise 
above 7.99 percent for the next five 
years. 

However, Mr Mudd adds that 
although most borrowers will be 
cursing the latest increases, it is still 
important to view them in 
perspective: “Historically, mort- 
gages are still relatively cheap. In 
the last 25 years, the average rate 
is just over 1 1 per cent, so this is not 
the end of the world." 
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Be a smarter 
investor with 
your windfall 
pay-out 
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Re-invest part of your demutualisation 
pay-out in a tax-free Bond and you'll be receiving 
another windfall in 1 0 years' time with family Assurance. s0 c v ' 

• Affordable and flexible - invest £1 5 or 
£25 a month, £270 a year, or a lump sum* 
of up to £2,255 - for yourself or even a child. 

• Save with the UK's largest tax-exempt friendly society. 

• Tax-free lump sum pay-out after 1 0 years. 

Cadi free on 

0800 616695 
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We may send information to you about other products offered by the Society 
If you do not wbh to receive this information - please rick this box Q 
We may telephone you as pan of our customer service programme. 
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PERSONAL PENSIONS 

Do you need a personal 
pension that lets you vary 
contributions without 
paying a penalty? 


You may be quite happy with your pension. Until you try 
to change iL 

Penalties for early retirement, penalties for varying 
contributions, even penalties for dying. You begin to wonder 
just whose pension it is. 

You see, in order to pay commission to brokers and 
middlemen, some companies impose severe penalties on 
their personal pension plans, should you wish to make 
changes. 

Happily, The Equitable Life has never paid commission 
to third parties for the introduction of new business. You 
don't have to commit yourself to paying identical 
contributions every year. And, should you decide to retire 
eariy, your benefits would be exactly the sanw as if you had 
chosen that date initially. 

What is more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fond is in the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the UX 

If you’d Hke to know more, call (0990) 38 48 58 or send 
off the coupon below for further information by post and by 
telephone. 

www.equitable.co.uk 

Infbnnarion/fl Jvicc will only be given On Equitable group products 
Reguhiai by the Fasonal Investment Authority 
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The Equitable Life 

j_ You profit from our principles [ 



RATES EFFECTIVE FROM IS JUNE 1997 GROSS PAID ANNUALLY' 


£100.000+ 
£00.000 - £99.999 
£25.000 ■ £49.999 
£10.000 ■ £24,999 
£5,000 - £9,999 
£2.500- £4.999 


7.00% 
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6.60ft 

6.40ft 

6.20ft 
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introducing the Postal 60 Account from Woofwch Direct The 
highest quality of service because it's the Woolwich. 

Straightforward and convenient because it's direct, to 
your door. 

Operating your account by post means we can offer you 
higher rates on a minimum investment of £2.500. What's 
more, you can make one no-penalty, instant withdrawal a year. 

For a higher interest rate from the Woolwich, direct to your 
door, call us free now quoting ref: IP76. 

Get much more with 

WOOLWICH 


. c 


DIRECT 


0800 60 60 40 
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inside back 


TO FIND OUT WHAT’S ON TV, WHERE TO GO AND WHEN, READ TODAY'S CyC 



Serena Mackesy 

In my week 


I had a 
Purple Haze 
and a 
Foundation 
Vodka Punch 
and my 
notes say 
something 
like "vod gin 
blue curac 
dsh pnk 
snaps lem lim 
eggwht Imnd 
grenad" 


E very hack wonders some- 
times if it’s all worth it. 
Every now and again, you 
get an assignment so tough yon 
have to spend the next day in 
bed to recover. In-depth 
research can leave you with all 
the sweating, queasy, head- 
achey signs of major illness. 

I conducted some in-depLh 
research on Wednesday with 
Ian Wisniewski, the vodka 
man. Ian and Nicholas Faith 
have just completed an exhaus- 
tive survey of the spirit under 
the title Classic Vodka (Prion 
Books, £9.99). Aha! I thought 
That’ll make a feature. Quick 
interview, run-down on the 
qualities that differentiate the 
tipple of kings from the stuff 
swigged in bus sta- 
tions . Ian had a 
better idea. “Til 
meet you in the 
Tsar's Bar,” he said. 

“Then you can have 
a practical demon- 
stration. ” 

It started beauti- 
fully. Six o’clock 
at the Langham 
Hilton, white suit 
with shocking pink 
accessories. Ian. 
cool, blonde and 
immaculate,sat maj- 
estically at a table. A nice man 
pushing a trolley disguised as 
a dressing table - seem bottles 
and powder-puff jars full of 
olives - made a “’Bartini" with 
a jalapeno in it. It did wonders 
for the chest hairs. I found my 
notebook. “So tell me about 
vodka. Whs it difficult research- 
ing the book?” 

“Oh, no,” he replied- A pair 
of glasses appeared, one filled 
with stuff called “Seriously”, 
the other brimming with 
Blavod, which is blade. “It’s fas- 
cinating. Every vodka has a 
story attached to it.” He spent 
much of last year in the War- 
saw distilleries. “It was great 
tun. Although sometimes it 
got a bit strange when you 
found yourself swigging 96- 
degree proof vodkas just after 
breakfast. They don’t provide 
spittoons, you know. It would 
be rude to use one.” 

An iced bowl of shots of 
Sibirskaya. Gorilka. Wyborowa 
and the bar’s own Fruits of the 


Forest landed in front of us. 
“Gorilka is the Ukrainian for 
burning,” he said. “They have 
loads of different flavours from 
the raw ingredients. Polish is 
mainly rye, Russian and Scan- 
dinavian mostly wheat The 
Poles grow a special type of 
high-stanch potato specifically 
for vodka-making." We sam- 
pled some Bison Grass (“You 
can't cultivate it The yields are 
lower than if you harvest it 
from the wild”) and Gold- 
wasser, which contains flakes of 
23-carat gold in deference to 
the medieval belief in the 
metal’s medicinal properties. 

Everything was going swim- 
mingly. “This is lovely,” I said. 
”1 haven't had this much fiin 



doing a piece in years.” “Per- 
haps,” he said, “We should 
have Martinis.” “'You’re the 
expert," I replied. We poured 
into a cab, which took us to the 
Metropolitan. 

The Met is jolly, red and full 
of bucket chairs. The bucket 
chairs are full of bums you have 
sneaking feelings you should 
recognise. The exhausted 
blonde next to us turned out to 
be Marietta Frostrup. We 
perched on stools. Mine 
seemed to have a wobble. Ian 
tried it. It didn't wobble for 
him. An array of crop-haired 
young men in - get this - black 
Donna Karan uniforms moved 
and shook, dashing vermouth 
from vinegar shakers into 
glasses and throwing it out 
again. They have three sizes of 
glass - mini, medium and 
greedy - and 24 Martinis on 
their list. We started with a Pol- 
ish, moved on to a Sake, which 
had a twist of cucumber peel 
floating in the bottom. I fished 


it out with my finger and 
chewed iL 

A raspberry and a melon 
Martini later, I was assuring 
him that vodka was the only 
drink I'd ever touch. “It's all 
delicious. Everything. All won- 
derful." He nodded sagely. A 
mixologist strolled past with a 
mechanical spoon on a stick. 
“Darling, let me play," I 
begged. Whirled it around a 
couple of times, then tried it on 
my companion’s ear. “Euugh, 
tickles,” he said, and ordered 
a round of Dirty Martinis. 

My elbow slipped off the 
bar. I would have felt like 
Audrey Hepburn in Breakfast at 
Tiffany's , except that Audrey's 
white trousers would never have 
had developed mys- 
terious grey flecks. 
Ian seemed neither 
shaken nor stirred. 
“Let’s go to The 
Foundation. You 
have to try some 
cocktails, and they 
have a fountain." 

In the basement 
of Harvey Nick’s, 
where the bottle 
shelves are indeed 
backed by a mir- 
rored wall of flow- 
ing water. I had a 
Purple Haze and a Foundation 
Vodka Punch, and my notes say 
something like “vod gin blue 
curac dsh pnk snaps fern lim 
eggwht Imade grenad” so obvi- 
ously the old professional 
dignity remained intact Then, 
suddenly, the bar was closed. 
“Aargh, they close early,” I 
moaned “Uum," said Ian. Tfs 
twenty-five to twelve”. 

Fumbling on my front 
doorstep, I tripped over a food 
parcel from Asda. Inside was a 
bottle of the coolest thing ever 
County Cream strawberry 
cream liqueur, a sort of added- 
value Bailey’s. Coat on the 
floor, keys in the goldfish bowl, 
I poured a tumbler melted 
Haagen Dazs with booze. So 
delirious I had to ring Angel- 
boy to tell him. A sleepy voice 
answered the phone on the 
eighth ring. “Darling, did you 
know that you can only grow 
Bison Grass in the wild?” 

A pause. “You’re completely 
smashed" be said “Go to bed.” 


Tomb of the unknown wordsmith 


M W'SM 


I mmortality- literary immor- 
tality, that is, not the banal, 
fleshly kind - is a tricky cus- 
tomer, capricious, demanding 
and vague. The only consola- 
tion it offers the writer is the 
negative one. that be will never 
know for certain that he hasn't 
achieved it My advice is, do it 
for the money and let posterity 
take care of itself. 

On Thesday, Radios 3 and 4 
co-operated in an odd exami- 
nation of the vagaries of liter- 
ary immortality, based on the 
fact that this day, 3 June 1997, 
was Enoch Soames Day. Enoch 
Soames was a third-rate poet of 
the 1890s in a short story by 
Max Beerbohm, author of such 
slim volumes as Fiingoids (the 
name suggests something of 
the quality of the poems, 
Soames explains: strange 
growths, natural and wild yet 
exquisite and many-hued and 
full of poisons). His work goes 
unnoticed (as does Soames: he 
is a perfect non-entity), but he 
clings to the notion that pos- 
terity will reward him. 

In the story, he sells his soul 
to the devil in return for the 
chance to go forward one cen- 
tury- to last Hiesday afternoon 



Robert Hanks 
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- to visit the British Museum 
Reading Room and see what 
posterity has made of him. He 
expects to find biographies, 
commentaries, new editions of 
his work: instead he finds one 
reference to himself, as a ridicu- 
lous character in a laboured 
satire by Max Beerbohm. 

The occasion of his visit was 
. marked by a dramatisation of 
the story, broadcast on Radio 4 
at the very hour when Soames 
was supposed to be in the Read- 
ing Room; and by an almost live 
feature. The Ghost in the Read- 
ing Room, broadcast on Radio 
3 in the evening. 


On paper, this seemed a dis- 
proportionate reaction to a lit- 
tle-known 80-year-old squib. 
Eric Pringle’s dramatisation 
was no more than efficient- the 
joke being too firmly based on 
the page to make the transition 
very convincingly - and there 
were some embarrassingly weak 
ironies and flat moments in 
David Benedicts and Tom 
Braun’s walk round Beer- 
bohm's London. The feature 
culminated with the appearance 
of an actor impersonating 
Soames in the Reading Room, 
to a cringe-making display of 
mock amazement. 

So I wouldn't mention it at 
all, if it weren’t that it’s the kind 
of enterprise - self-consciously 
arty and thoroughly pointless - 
that public broadcasting exists, 
in part to attempt; and it it had- 
n’t brought home, under the 
jocose manner, the peculiar 
horror that being forgotten 
must hold when being remem- 
bered is your only reason for liv- 
ing Just think of all the thou- 
sands of mute, inglorious Enoch 
Soaraeses there must have 
been; this was a surprisingly 
haunting ghost 

Journalists are. of course. 


not very interested in literaiy 
immortality. Generally speak- 
ing a journalist has to reckon 
that anything he writes is going 
to be no more than kindling on 
the bonfire of the vanities - it 
might make a bit of a spark one 
second but the next it will have 
wafted off into thin air. If they 
make a deal with the devil, it's 
for them to be allowed to keep 
their heads down and be swiftly 
forgotten. {He doesn't demand 
a soul in return: just that they 
keep on with the job, since the 
multiplication of reading-mat- 
ter does his work for him.) 

Some limes the pact breaks 
down and the journalist does 
get a place in history: Marlin 
Bell being a recent example. His 
series on television journalism. 
The Unth is Our Currency, has 
just finished its delayed run 
t R4, Fri). It’s been particularly 
interesting to hear it in the 
light of recent even is at Tation: 
and hearing his stubborn affir- 
mation that journalists can only 
deal in truth, or they lose the 
trust of the public, leaves you in 
no doubt that he was the rui;ht 
man to front an anti-corruption 
campaign. Tatt on’s gain is. you 
feet, the BBC’s loss^ 


Stumped by those commentaries 
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C hannel 5’s commitment 
to doing things differ- 
ently found Thrnstyle: 
Live World Cup Football (C5, 
Sat) in a rowdy sports bar 
watching Poland v England. 
It was one of those joints where 
you can’t see the metal for the 
alloy, all jutting girders and 
musclebound ramparts: an 
architectural representation, if 
you will, of the iron-clad Eng- 
land midfield: for Ince, Batty 
and Lee read grille, steel and 
chrome. If the venue wasn’t 
specifically designed to pro- 
vide the worst possible acoustic 
for Brough Scott’s clipped 
equestrian voice, then my 
name's Karel Wojtyia. And my 
balcony was wrought at the 
same ironmonger. 

The choice of location had a 
kind of skewed logic. BSKYB 
picks up most of its audience 
for football from the pub. so 
why not be in the pub before 
the audience gets there? Of 
course, on a normal night on 
Channel 5 you could fit most of 
its audience in there with the 
production team, and still have 
room for a hen party. But this 
was the channel's first big night 
since its big first night, and for 
once they were broadcasting in 
the certain knowledge that 
somebody out there was watch- 
ing. The importance of making 
an impression was not lost on 
them. Hence the line-up of 
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pundits. Where the BBC gives 
you Alan Hansen, Channel 5 
comes up with Jo Guest. Plus 
a lot of people called Diamond. 

In other words, they'd invited 
the hen party along after alL 

Before the game, the referee 
had ordered England to 
change their strip, on the 
grounds that it clashed with 
Poland's. From this end. cour- 
tesy of Channel 5's ever reli- 
able transmitter, it looked as if 
they swapped red for a green 
and pink design with a judder- 
ing wave motif, the interna- 
tionally recognised colours of 
the sick parrot. By an extraor- 
dinary coincidence, the Eng- 
land rugby team playing 
Argentina half a planet away, 
in a match broadcast immedi- 
ately afterwards, were wearing 
exactly the same kit. As were 


Argentina- As, back in Poland, 
were Poland. 

Barred from the party and 
sent along to the match itself 
was the commentator 
Jonathan Pearce. He was hired 
from Capital Gold for his abil- 
ity to make watching paint 
djy sound exciting. This effect 
is achieved via the simple tech- 
nique of turning the volume up 
so high that said paint is 
stripped even as it dries. He is 
essentially a local radio ham, 
which is why his commentary' 
was both a cesspit of nation- 
alism and a statistical gold- 
mine. Radio commentators 
rely on words to fill the air- 
time. and unlike their coun- 
terparts in television, are not 
used to letting the football do 
the work. Thus Pearce had 
made it his task to ensure that 
by the final whistle even Jo 
Guest could name the back 
four of Legia Warsaw. 

At a distant extremity in the 
galaxy of sports coverage came 
Cricket -First Test: England v 
Australia (BBCl i 2, Thurs- 
day). This year's Wisden has 
criticised the BBC for its hope- 
lessly staid Test coverage - lo 
and behold the Corporation 
has discovered razzmatazz. In 
between occasional bails, an 
inset on your screen will ran- 
domly deliver an interview with 
a cricketer, then rudely fade it 
out before the next ball is 


bowled. Then, at the end o f 
each session, someone on the 
boundary rope with a micro- 
phone will nab a player and 
squeeze him dry’ of cliches. 
And in the middle of the tea 
interval, rather than go in for 
anything as piffling as match 
analysis after perhaps the most 
exciting first two sessions in 
Ashes history, they will give you 
10 minutes of a 12-year-olii 
innings from David Gower. 

For those who wonder wha t 
the gentleman / players divide? 
must have been like 40 yean; 
ago. they need look no further 
than the varieties of approach 
by BSkyB and the BBC. At the 
resumption of the ancient* 
sporting rivalry. Sky would have 
been on the air since breakfast 
time, champing at the bit- 
slavering at the prospect of a 
fed-Wooded engagement. The 
BBC drifted in with just 10 min- 
utes logo till stan of play - the 
scheduling equivalent of a lazy 
swat outside the off slump. 
And once on air. the only hint 
of loin-girded bias germane to 
most cricket broadcasts was 
confined to Geoffrey Boycotts 
comments on fellow tike Dar- 
ren Gough, who can clearly 
expect a proposal of marriage 
some time during the luncheon 
interval today. On the plus 
side, there was a wea thcr report 
with snazzy graphics, predicting 
rain. Thev sot that w rone too. 


Whatever 
happened to 

The red 
telephone 


box? 


The moment 

Ten years ago this month, the newly-privatised 
British Telecom pushed ahead with what for many 
will always he the most dramatic innovation of the 
digital revolution. It began to demolish its 80,000- 
strong fleet of red telephone boxes. Heavy doors 
and the red box’s widely recognised role as an alter- 
native public lavatory' meant that the atmosphere 
inside had not always been bracing. Disabled 
access was non-existent, and thieves were robbing 
the boxes of £30 million a year. In any case, the new 
chairman of BT, Sir lainVallance, "wanted a new 
image for his company. 


Effects 

Die cull has been relenrless ever since. British Tele- 
com has tom out all but 15.000 of Giles Gilbert 
Scott's classic models. Scott's K2 design, which won 
the original Post Office commission in N24, and the 
smaller, more numerous K6 refinement of 1935, 
have been replaced by a less popular range of easy- 
to-clean, difficult-to-rob plastic booths. But BT 
which recently persuaded New World Payphones not 
to establish their own red boxes, has consistently 
refused to quench the nostalgic thirst of a British 
public addicted to programmes like Hamish Mac- 
beth and BallykissaiigeL 


Ftgfrtback 

Public opinion has never been reconciled with the 
old red box's successors. Open-air telephone 
booths were windy and noisy. Mercury's blue and 
silver phone booths also failed to satisfy. Last year, 
BT finally answered calls for something more 
familiar, unveiling a new stainless steel-based pay- 
phone with a red-topped roof and a “softer, more 
rounded" shape. 

But even this tribute to the past failed to 
impress Scorr devotee Lord St John of Fawsley. 
who described it as “illiterate" and “visually 
incoherent”. 


The Future? 

Westminster City Council has reintroduced the red 
box to conservation areas, and 2000 originals, 
mostly in rural areas, were listed by English Her- 
itage in 1988. But otherw'ise. Scott's creations have 
found more useful employment as bathroom show- 
ers. As for that box in Hamish Macbeth's village 
of Loch Dubh: in real life, it's privately owned. Bui 
never mind - with several telephone companies 
developing miniature mobile “tele-headsets" that 
transmit sounds through the cheekbone, we may 
soon be wondering what all the fuss was a hour. 

Conal Walsh 
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General Situation and Outlook: 

Eastern coastal counties of both Scotland and 
England will start grey with some banks of 
low cloud. It should brighten up with plenty 
of warm sunshine by this afternoon, although 
right on the coast there will be a cool sea- 
breeze and some troublesome sea mist. Away 
from these eastern counties. England. Scot- ’ 
land. Northern Ireland and Wales will have 
another hot and sunny day, although sea- 
breezes will temper the heat on many coasts, 
and there will be quite a stiff easterly wind 
along the English Channel, 

Tomorrow, England and Wiles will be dry 
with plenty of sunshine, but it will be cooler 
than recently with a blustery wind and a bit 
more in the way of cloud in the south and 
east- Scotland and Northern Ireland will have 
decent amounts of warm sunshine once any 
mist and low cloud has cleared away. Early 
next week the diy weather will continue with 
the sunniest and warmest weather in the west 
Eastern counties will be cooler and cloudier. 
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Sun and Moon 


Sun rises 4:50am 
Sun sets 9:07pm 

Moon rises 2:34am 
Moon sets 3:15pm 

New Moon: June 5 
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Della .-a „ ■ 
V \ • Beta 


The constellation Lyra lies between Cygnus and Hercules, high 
in the sky over the eastern horizon by the time it is dark enough 


The fifth brightest star in the sky. white-hot Vega, adorns in the 
ancient constellation Lyra. Tradition has it that the god Jupiter 
placed in the sky the lyre of the legendary musician Orpheus, 
who had met a gory end. torn limb from limb by women whose 
advances he scorned! For amateur astronomers, this star-stud- 
ded instrument still has entertainment value. A small telescope 
resolves Beta Lvrac as a double. But the brighter object is an 
eclipsing binary on a 13-day cycle. As this pair waltz around each 
other in a close embrace, there's dimming of as much as a mag- 
nitude down from a peak of mag. 3.3. Delta and Epsilon are 
also easy to see as double stars in binoculars. Delta is an acci- 
dental alignment of two unrelated stars, while Epsilon is in real- 
ity a rare example of a true quadruple star, u high-powered tele- 
scope reveals both "stars" as double again. 

Jacqueline Mitton 
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TODAY’S TELEVISION 


Kair «>e idea of walking 
° thi i ma S niflcent Friday morSni 

Cherie -^buTriom Harry Perki^ 167 

, 32‘ your minds back to 1988 to the dark 

?aR Se? s X m Sn'°ot (Sat C4) 

the common touch; a comforting Labour fi foMhe 
wrldoemess year,. I wonder if Blal JES 
This b an inspired piece of scheduling from Channel 4 It's 

SSSSf SIS 31 ?* 6 7*?* °** e p 351 •** weeks ^ 

Plater and Mullin s vision of what would happen if Labour 



Gerard Gilbert recommends Stone, Scissors, Paper Sat 9.35pm BBC2 


won a thumping great majority. It looks a bit on the paranoid 
side now, perhaps, and Keith Allen makes an unlikely Peter 
Mandelson. Perkins, by the way, entertains the US Secretary 
of State to a Sheffield Wednesday football match instead of 
Le Pont de la Tour. Clinton got off lightly. 

From Old Labour to a fine new drama - Stone, Scissors, 
Paper (Sat BBC2), a love story written by Richard Cameron 
which has won the BBC’s Dennis Potter Film of the Year 
Award. Juliet Stevenson - a superb actress whom one 
nevertheless often verges on finding rather annoying (perhaps 
it’s just all those quiveringly drippy characters she plays) - is 
Jean, a battered wife taking refiige in clearing out her dead 
mother’s house. Ken Stott {Takm‘ Over the Asylum) is Red- 
fern, a soulful stonemason whose marriage has solidified into 
one long round of menial chores, meal-times and pottering 


about in his shed. Jean and Redfem discover in each other a 
kindred spirit, but in the small community in which they live, 
the shrapnel from this affair flies off in all sorts of dangerous 
directions. The writing is spare and truthful, and if you want 
to see how far Coronation Street has strayed into the realms 
of fantasy, compare and contrast with the current Sally-Kevin- 
Natalie mfaage-d-trois. 

On the subject of spousage. Dale Winton, who recently 
disappeared from National Lottery Live (which, to be honest, 
wasn’t well suited to his talents), now pops up to front Hie 
Other Half (Sat BBC1). Nestling into the Generation Gomel 
Pets Win Prizes niche, contestants have to use their powers of 
deduction to guess their opponents’ partners. No preview tapes 
exist, but the thought occurs that this might make a good gauge 
of one’s relationship. I mean, if nobody can find a reason wby 


a couple is together, then maybe that says something. Tfim.:- 
a gain, we are talking Light Entertainment ; . . 

When it comes io permanent rifts, you can’t beat Antarctica.- , 
Apparently, an area of ice 200m deep andthe size of.the ' - 
United Kingdom has recently melted into the sea- Thc ait- ; ; 
ting edge, quite literally, of global warming, the South Bofe-.-j 
is turning into a potential destination for Club Med. lf yon; ' 
don’t believe me, check out Antareticabn die Edge (SupGJ^ ii 

Tfectonic shifts elsewhere, as Hong “Kong prepares / 
change masters. Riding the Tiger (Sat G4) introduces " 
various players - civil rights activist, pro-Beijing poli 
newspaper magnate - and Mis Leung, a small shopkt 
It’s the powerless Mrs Leung who is most fatalistic- and, 
perhaps, the authentic voice of old Quoai Wiil the vibrant 
voice of Hong Kong change all that? “ •_ : 
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7.00 Children's BBC: Harry and the 

I ?®]?®** 15 - 725 News, Wfeather. 
7-30 FeJix the Cat 7.45 Babar. 

8.10 Albert the 5th Musketeer. 8,35 
The Flintetones. 9.00 Phantom 
2040. 9.20 The Incredible Hulk. 
9.45 Grange Hill. 10.10 Sweet 

__ ^Va'teyHigh. 10.35 The OZone. 

10*42 Weather (673557IJ. 

10.45 Grandstand <S) (6734842). 10.50 
Cricket- First Test- England v 
Australia. Live coverage of the third 

day's play in the First Comhill 
Insurance Test Match from 
Edgbaston (78445026). 1.05 
News {45750533A 1.10 Golf: the 
early stages and semi-finals of the 
Amateur Championship from 
Sandwich (23489674). 1.35 
Cricket (64672552). 3.40 Golf 
(5472262). 4.00 Cricket 
(9442736). 4.50 News Round-Up 
(6441113). 

5-20 News, Weather (T) (7181 736). 

5-30 Local News, Weather (413129). 

5-35 Cartoon (118281). 

5.45 Dad’s Army. These lovely old repeats 
continue as Mainwaring las Frazer 
take aver command in a bid to end 
his ffumMng (RXT) (729649). 

6.20 The New Adventures of Superman 
(S)(D (790262). 

7.05 The Other Half. See Preview, above 
(S) (109281). 

7A5 The National Lottery Live. Terry 
Wbgan mates the introductions, and 
popsters AZ Yfet get invaluable 
exposure (S)(T) (954991). 

8.05 Jonathan Creek. Another mystery for 
Alan Davies and Caroline Quentin. 
When a renowned doctor and cancer 
researcher is discovered dead inside 
a locked room, horribly impaled on a 
vicious 12th-century samurai blade, 
the authorities are understandably 
baffled (738151). 

9.05 Casualty. The staff at Holby struggle 
to save Jude's life as the police try to 
find her attacker in another of these 
selected repeats (RXS) (558484). 

9.55 News and Sport, Weather. CD 
(985842). 

10.15 BBS Boomerang (Reginald Hudlin 
1992 US). A boomerang that did not 
return Eddie Murphy's career to its 
mid-1980s zenith, this out-of-kilter 
sex comedy miscasts Murphy as a 
womanising advertising executive 
who gets his come-uppance when 
executive Robin Givens (the former 
Mrs Mike Tyson) starts using him as 
a sex object Despite the girl-power 
premise, this is often crudely sexist 
stuff. Lively cameos, though, from 
Grace Janes and Eartha Krtt 
(445303). 

124)5 Top of the Fops (S)(T) (8093595). 

]£35 BBS Brass Target (John Hough 
1978 US). Complicated but ill- 
focused thriller set in 1945 
Germany, imegining that General 
Patton was murdered as part of a 
massive gold bullion heist Sophia 
Loren, George Kennedy, John 
Cassavetes and Max Vbn Sydow lead 
the all-star cast (899408). 

225 Weather (2242576). To 2.30am. 


ITV/Carlton Channel 4 


Channel 5 


ITV/Regions 


6.20 Open University: Scenes from Dr 
Faustus by Christopher Marlowe Part 
Two <353267 4). 6.45 Man-Made 
Macromolecules (7439533). 7.10 The 


Politics of Equal Opportunity 
191 65026). 8.00 Open Saturday 


(628465). 

10.30 MenZone. Presented by Quentin Willson 
(S) (6817129). 

10.35 Top Gear. Jeremy Clarkson checks out 
new sports car models, while Quentin 
Willson looks at secondhand BMWs in 
an effort to find the best value from the 
old 3 series (R)(S)(r) (5938533). 

11.20 My Brilliant Career. Gerald Ra trier 
speaks about his career in the jewellery 
business (R)(S)(T) (8104571). 

11.55 Hancock’s Half Hour. Sid foils in love 
with a dippie on the 93 bus route (R) 
(6792484). 

1230 Fffm 97 with Barry Norman. Con Air, 
The Fifth Element and Crash are 
re-Bazza'd (R)(S)0) (88533). 

1.00 Tennis. Live coverage from the Roland 
Garros stadium of the French Open 
Championship Women’s Final between 
Martina Hingis and the Croatian ninth 
seed, Eva Majoli (7 73129). 

4.00 Alias Smith and Jones (R) (9440378). 

4.50 Cricket- first Test England v Australia. 

Live coverage (S) (61245571). 

6 JO Correspondent. In the second of two 
special editions to mark the handover of 
Hong Kong to the Chinese. Kate Adie 
reports from a Taiwanese frigate on the 
island’s determination to resist China’s 
attempts at reunification, Julian Pettifer 
returns to Canton in southern China to 
examine the changes since his first visit 
27 years ago; Julie Flint meets Uighw 
separatists from Kazakhstan, and Matt 
Frei investigates a Macaoan casino long 
(S)(T) (589378). 

7.15 News and Sport, Weather (254858). 

7.25 The Railway Second of two films 

kwWrig at the planning of a hi; ' 
rail link between London and 
Channel Tunnel. Enter the private 
sector (S) (848668). 

8.15 Prohibition: 13 Years That Changed 
America. Second programme in this 
handsome series about the prohibition 
of alcohol in 1920 and 1930s America 
bombards the myth that Eliot Ness was 
untouchable - and looks at how the 
crime wave headed by Al Capone 
gradually convinced Americans that 
prohibition had failed (SJ(D (609216). 

9.05 Have I Got News for You. Germaine 
Greer and Jim Davidson are the 
repeated last guests of the present 
series (S)(D (566571). 

935 Stone, Scissors, Papec See Preview, 
above (S)(n (1744465). 

11.00 Later with Joois Holland. With Primal 
Scream, Suzanne Vega, Placebo, Del 
Amitri, and a rare performance from 
Boston's Taj Mahal (S) (656281;. 

12.05 Cricket - First Test Epgand v 

Australia. Highlights of the third day's 
play at Edgbaston (Sj (8159458). 

12.45 BB3 Struck by L&ttnmg (Jerzy 
Domaradzki 1990 Aus). Lively, 
unsentimental comedy drama 
starring Brian Vriends as a young 
physical education teacher who 
takes a job in a workshop for adults 
with Down's syndrome. Confronting a 
restrictive system, he starts a crusade 
to improve their lives (1 70885). 

To 2.25am. 


6.00 GMTV. 6.00 News. 6.10 Professor 
Bubble. 6.30 Barney and Friends. 

6.50 Our House. 7.10 The Wuzzies. 
7.40 Disney's Wake Up in the Wild 
Room. 8.55 Power forgers Zeo. 

9.25 Mashed (S) (83589194). 

11.30 The Chart Show (S) (1 7113). 

1230 Mad Science. Fred Talbot investig ates 
stop-motion animation (88587). 

1.00 News, Weather CD (45859858). 

1.05 London Weekend Today (45858129). 

1.10 Cartoon Time (45775842). 

1.15 SeaQuest DSV (S)CD (3236649). 

2.10 BHD The Plank (Eric Sykes 1967 UK). 
Eric Sykes and Tommy Cooper star in 
this slapstick favourite expanded from a 
wordl ess TV short (3946200). 

3.00 BIS The BRAT Patrol (Molfie Miller 
1986 US). Disney children^ adventure 
with Sean Astin (476691 29). 

4.50 News, Sport, Weather (7) (2689939). 

5.05 London Weekend TbnigM (37431 13). 
5.20 The Sylvester and Tweety Mysteries 

(SXD (8909587). 

5.35 Watching. An episode of the romantic 
sitcom starring Emma Wray (31 5007). 


6.40 Miractdous Mdfops (R) (75388581 

7.05 Sonic the Hedgehog (R)(S) (25881 1 3). 

735 Creepy Crawlers (S )(T) (6183216). 

8.00 Ttansworfd Sport (R) (22858). 

9.00 Morning Line. A look ahead to the day’s 
racing (S) (54736J. 

10.00 Gazzetta Football Italia (39842). 

2 1.00 NBA Finals (S) (26378). 

12.00 nna The Tan Target (Anthony Mann 
1951 US). Taut and terrific, this is 
costume drama played as him noir, with 
Dick Ftowell as the Pinkerton detective 
assigned to protect President Abe 
Lincoln from assassination as he travels 
from Baltimore to Washington to be 
inaugurated CD (8283129). 

1.25 Channel 4 Racing; The Derby from 
Epsom. Brough Scott introduces live 
coverage of the 218th Derby from 
Epsom, including 2.00 \fodac “Dash" 
Stakes. 2.30 Vodafone Diomed States. 
3.00 London Car Telephones Handicap 
States. 3.45 Vbdafbne Derby Stakes. 
4.30 Talkland States (24785823). 



9.35pm BBC2 'Stone, Scissors, Paper’ 

Love story: Juliet Stevenson and Ken Stott become soulmates 


6.05 New Baywatch (S)(D (806262). 

7.00 ttxj’ve Been Framed! (R)(S)(T) (7484). 

730 Stars in Their Eyes. The live final, 

featuring impersonations of Jarvis 
Cocker, Louis Armstrong, Lulu, Jon Bon 
Jovi, Olivia Newton John, REM’s 
Michael Stipe and more (S) (82674). 

9.00 An Evening with Lily Savage. The 

sco use drag queen entertains a celebrity 
audience (R)(S)(D (1533). 

10.00 News, Weather, Lottery Result (T) 
(39421 6). 

10.15 Stars in Their Eyes Live Final - Result 
(S)(T) (936736). 

10.35 The International Match -Toumoide 
France: France v Errand. Bob Wilson 
introduces highlights of France v 
Engla nd from Montpellier (494533). 

1135 Bira The Natural (Barry Levinson 
1984 US). Disappointing attempt to 
make a mystical epic about baseball - 
suffering from too much soft focus, slow 
motion and back-lighting. Robert 
Redford is the slugger going for glory, as 
Glenn Close and evil Kim Basinger 
contend for his soul (S) (53196434). 

2.00 Box Office America (191 75). 

230 Club Nation (R)(S)(D (6453021). 

330 Dating the Enemy (R)(S) (8144595). 

430 Night Shift (R)(S) (96263427). 

435 17V Sports Classics (81 126408). 

5.00 Cybernet (88868). To 5.30am. 


5.05 Brookside Omnibus (S)(T) (4151587). 

635 Channel 4 Racing. The highlights from 
this afternoon’s Derby (S)(T) (583007). 

7.00 Riding the Tiger. See Preview, above (T) 
(399 1). 

8.00 BIBB Fopeye (Robert Altman 1 980 
US). Not as bad as they say- Altman's 
cluttered and mostly unfunny recreation 
of the spinach-guzzling sailor (Robin 
Williams) has its moments. And if ever a 
piece of casting did Itself, it was Shelley 
Duvall as Olive Oyl (29545026). 

9.50 Homicide: Life on the Street (T) 
(559649). 

10.45 A Very British Coup. See Preview, 
above (R)(i) (684823). 

12.45 EUSI RoadkH (Bruce McDonald 1989 
Can). The suneal story of an odyssey 
through Northern Ontario in search ofa 
missing rock band (323040). 

2.20 The New Twilight Zone. A writer who 
returns to his childhood home seeking 
inspiration and finds himself back as a 
boy again (7297798). 

2.45 Jack and Jeremy’s Real Lives (81 798). 

3.15 Get Up. Stand Up (R)(S)(T) (71 31 1). 

3.45 Forkpie (R)(S)(T) (70682). 

4.15 Film Night (/?) (7879311). 

4.55 Let the Blood Run Free (R) (5 88631 1). 

5.40 NBA Finals (S) (8323953). To 6.35am. 


6.00 DappledownFarm (4290002). 

630 Attractions. Tim Vincent and some 

Ideas for the weekend (R) (1691939). 

7.00 5 News Early (S) (366421 6). 

730 Havakazoo: Winnie's House 

(3570823). 

8.00 AMn and the Chipmunks (8789823). 

830 Land of the Lost A Channel 5 planning 

meeting? (8788194). 

9.00 Beverly Hffls, 90210 (S) (7420552). 

935 Beverly Hffls, 90210 ( S ) (8592026). 

1030 Mag Upfront: Anything's Possible. 
Young actors re-enact childhood 
traumas suffered by celebrities. Star of 
2point4 Children, Gary Olsen is this 
week's subject (80609804). 

11.00 Tumstyie. Dominik Diamond and Gail 
McKenna look ahead to the England - 
rugby union team's second Test match 
against Argentina, the first cricket Test 
between England and Australia and the 
French Open tennis finals (78432587). 

12.50 5 News. (SXD (26211026). 

1 .00 The Mag. Josie D’Arby introduces the 
afternoon entertainment slot for young 
people <5J (5210656). 

ZOO USA High. Teenage sitcom about the 
students of an American school in Raris 
(S) (19900571). 

230 The Mag (Continued} (S) (2527823). 

3.15 Sunset Beach Omnibus (21448026). 

6.00 5 News and Sport (S)(T) (4359113). 

6.05 H erodes: the Legendary Journeys (S) 
(2057804). 

6.55 N&rf Fever. Karaoke quiz show 
features Catalina Guirado, Julia 
Bradbury, Linda Lusardi, Philippa 
Forrester, Jonathan Moms and John 
Altman, among others (5) (4375910). 

730 5 News and Sport (SXD (7676668). 

8.10 Tumstyie: International Rugby 
Argentina v England. Coverage of 
England's second Test against 
Argentina from Buenos Aires, the final 
game of their six-match tour. With 
commentary by Chris Rea and expert 
analysis by England international 
Damian Hopfey (S) (10386533). 

10.00 HBB Kkkbaxer (Mark DiSalle and 
David Worth 1989 US). JearvClaude 
Van Damme mangles the English 
tankage in a tedious flick which still 
somehow managed to rescue his career 
from the video shelf (8086397). 

11.50 Pottergeisfc the Legacy (S) (2871465). 

1.25 tana Sweet WBIiam (Claude Whatham 

1980 UK). Beryl Bainbridge adapted 
her own novel for this gentle, 
meandering drama starring Sam 
Waterston as the unfaithful lover of 
London girl Jenny Agutter. It’s hard to 
care about either protagonist, however. 
Arthur Lowe appears in a cameo, but 
why bother when you can get undiluted 
Dad's Army over on BBC1? 

(5810595). 

3.05 BB3 Latfies Who Do (CM Pennington- 
Richards 1963 UK). An early case of 
insider trading as cleaner Peggy Mount 
uses stock market information she finds 
at work to mate money. Robert Morley, 
Ron Moody and Dandy Nichols are also 
involved (30849408). 

430 The Road (21541088). 

4.40 Prisoner Cefi Block H (3568972). 

5.30 Whittle (R)(S)(D (7440525). To 
6.00am. 


AHSLU 

As London e xc ept 1230pm Movies, Games amt 
Videos <55587). ID 5 Angfla Neve and Weather 
<45858229). 1.10 Airwolf (3237378). 2.05 FBnt 
Crystalstone. (782674). 3-50 SeaQuest DSV J 
<87855491 5.05 Anglia News, Sport and Vifertv 
er (3743113). 1235 FBnuTeMSvflle (40974137). 
235 Him: Rock Hudson (4887981 4.05 Coach 
(81957514). 430 - 5.30am Shift (75576). 



cam 

As London except 1230pm Moines, Games and*' 
Videos <88587). 14)5 Central News and Weather 
(45858129). 1.10 Airwolf (6073858). 2.10 FTV 
Sport Classics <83865226). 230 Fftn: Nuse on 
Wheels* (122823k 3 35 seaQuest DSV (8773668).- 
5.05 Central News and Weather (7277587). 5.1Q; 
Work! of Wonder (8816823k 3.55 Jcbfinder- 
<7036069). 5.20 - 530ara Asian Eye (4525137k ■ 


HIV WALES 

As London except: 1230pm Movies, Games and 
Videos <885877. L05 KTV News (45858129). LIO 
Road runner (23391465). 1M A World ot- Wonder 
(31406484k 2.05 seaQuest DSV (6000267: 3.59 
Akwolf <87736681. 535 HIV WMes News and Spans 
Results (8819910). 5.15 Dinosaurs (7576113). 
12.05 rant TexasvSo (40974137k 235 Fftic Rodi 
Hudson (488798). 4.05 Coach (81957514). 430 
- 5J0am Shift (75576). 


HIV WEST 

As KTV Wales except: LlOpm Tire Juice! Vbiume 
One - Issue Three <25920071 145 seaQuest DSV 
(4B126113). 320 Arrive# (4967991). 4.15 The 
List (1314571k 5.05 - 5.15pm HTV West News, 
Sports Results and Weather (88199207.' 


MEBOUN 

As London except 1230pm Mote. Games and Wees- 
(88587). 1.05 Meridian. News and Weather 
(45858129k 1_10 The Road Shuw <23392465). 140 
F fee The Treasure otMatecumbe <47552945). 330 
seaQuest DSV (8765649). 5J>5 Meritfian News and 
Weather (37431 J3I. 12.05 Film: TexasvWe 
(40974137k 225 Fine Rock Hudson (48879&L 405 
Coach (81957514). 430 - 530am Shift (75576). 


WESTKHJHmr 

As London accept- 123 Opm Movies, Games and 
Videos (88587). 1.05 Wfestcoumry News 145358129). 
1.10 FDm: Are You Bek* Served? <95629649). 3.00 
Hollywood’s Greatest Stunts <4987755). 335 
seaQuest DSV (8773668). 5.05 Vtfe&nmtry News 
(3743113k 12J05 Hhc Tisasvffle (40974137). 225 
Film: Rock Hudson <488798). 4.05 Coach 
(81957514). 430 - 530am Shift ( 75576 1 


VmKSH»E 

As London otcepfc 1230pm Movies, Games and 
Videos (885 87). 1.05 Calendar News and Waatf?- r 
er (45858129). 1.10 Airwolf (3237378). 2.05 Car- 
toon 183868303). 2.15 FUm: The Trial of the 
Incredible Hulk 050533). 3.55 seaQuest DSV 
<8773668). 5.05 Calendar News and Weather 
(7277587). 5.10 Scorelifle (8826823). 12-05 
Teiesnop Home Shopping Advertising Magazine 
(8088663). 1235 Rim: The Natural (4246750k, 
2-50 In Bed with Medinner (2718885). 3.15 Coach > 
(44706137). 340 Funny Business <459433591 
405 Collins and Macorne's Movie Club <666565761 r s| 
435 - 530am Murder, She Wrote <63827981 


CHANNEL 3 NOffffl EAST 

As Yorkshire ex c ept 1.05pm North East News 
<458582291 5.05 North East News (7277587). 
5.10 - 5.20pm Cartoon Time (8826823). ' 


SAC 


As C4 except: 10.00am Home Improvement 
(87945). 1030 The Mon tees (62007). 12,00 
FHnt Challenge to lassie (8283129k 5.G5.&TX*- 
side <58799921 630 Sprfnghlfl <3781 7.00 ' 
Newyddlon a Ctrwaraeon (894656). 7.15 Ebteddbd 
yr Urdd Islwyn 97: GoreuonyrWyl <25969921 830 *. 
Dllyn Ddoe: Suzanne a’r Anglesey Strangers 
<7435871 8.50 Channel 4 Racing (544823k 920 
Hearts arvd Minds (447804). 10.20 FOm: Purpte 
Rose of Cairo (5822194). 1130 HomhAte: Lifean 
the Street 1632026). 4.55 - 530am Let the Sood - 
Run Free (81137514). 


Radio 


Choice 


Radiol 

!973893iHrlW 

6.00am Dave Pearce 9.30 Mark 
Good ter 1230 Usa I'Anson 330 
Trevor Nelson 630 Danny Ram- 
pling 9.00 Radio 1 Rap Show 
12.00 Radio 1 Reggae Dancehall 
Nile 2.00 Essential Mix: Tasha 
Killer Pussies 4.00-6.00am Annie 
Nigh tingle 


Radio 2 

(53-90®.-™ 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Steve Wright's 
Saturday Show 1,00 Garrett's 
Comedy Choice 130 The News 
Huddlines 2.00 Judi Spiers 4.00 
Alan Freemen 5.30 Steve Win- 
wood in Concert 630 The Sum- 
mer of Love 730 Anything Goes 
10.00 Hay-on-Wye at Ten 11.00 
Bob Hams 1.00 Sue McGarry 
4.00-7.00am Mo Dutta 


Radio 3 

e0i-924HfeFM 

635am Weather; News Headlines. 

7.00 Record Review. 

9-00 Building a Library. 

10.15 Record Release. 

11.15 Reissues. 

12.00 Private Fissions. With 
Michael Grade. 

1.00 Vintage Years. See Choice. 
stove. 

3.00 Fantasy Pieces. 

3.20 Youth Orchestras of the 
World. Claudio Abbado con- 
ducts the Gustav Mahler Youth 
Orchestra in a concert of Aus- 
tro- German classics. Framing 
the concert are Beethoven's 
overture to Egmcnt and Wag- 
ner's to Die Merstersinger von 
Numbetg. 

5.00 Jazz Record Requests- 

5.45 Music Matters. 

630 Rinaido. Handers opera of 
1711 was the first Italian opera 



I’m Sorry 1 Haven't a Clue 
(12.25pm R4) returns, 
edged wrth black after 
Willie Rushton's death; 

Paul Merton (feft) takes his 
seat, if not his place. 
Vintage Years (1pm R3) 
for the next six weeks is 
devoted to Vladimir 
Ashkenazy’s twin careers 
as pianist and conductor. 


written tor the London stage. 
Given as part of last year's 
Beaune Music Festival. Sara 
Mingardo, soprano (Rlnaldo). 
Maria Constanza Nocentini. 
soprano (Armida), Sandnne 
Piau. soprano (Almirenal. 
Roberto Scaltnti, baritone 
(Arginte). Les Talens 
Lyriques/Ch ristophe Roussel. 

930 Fundamentals. 

10.00 Debut Suzanne Startzetert 
(violin), Julian Jacobson 
(piano). Corigiiano: Violin 
Sonata. Walton: Canzonetta; 
Scherzetto. 

1030 Cheltenham Jazz Festival. 
In the first of two concerts from 
the festival. Geoffrey Smith 
introduces a double bill of two 
illustrious American saxophon- 
ists recorded in the Everyman 
Theatre. Johnny Griffin was 
accompanied by a British 
rhythm section comprising John 
Taylor (piano), Dave Green 
(bass) and Steve Arguelles 
(drums). Jackie McLean's 
rhythm section was all-Ameri- 
can: pianist Cedar Walton, 
bassist David Williams and 
drummer Victor Lewis. 

1.00-7. QQam Through the Night 


Radio 4 

624«iEi6W ; 15&iH:l7A 

6.00am News Briefing. 

6.10 Farming Today. 

6-50 Prayer for the Day. 

6.55 Weather. 

7.00 Today. 

8.58 Weather. 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

930 Breakaway. 

10.00 John Walters: Stuck In. 
1030 Double Vision. 

11.00 News; The Week in West- 
minster. 

11.30 EuroFrle. 

12.00 Money Box. 

1235 I'm Sorry I Haven't a Clue. 
See Choice, atone. 

12.55 Weather. 

1.00 News. 

1.10 Any Questions? 

1.55 Shipping Forecast 

2.00 News: Any Answers’ 

230 Saturday Playhouse: The 

Stones ot Munraster Cathedral. 
By Robert Westell. Steeplejack 
Joe Cterte is hired to do same 
work on the spire at Muncaster 
Cathedral, but in {he tower a 
malevolent gargoyle wields its 
evil power aver the fate of Joe 
and tns family. With Peter 


Meakm, Terry Molloy, John 
Webb and David Holt. <R> 

4.00 News: What K..? Professor 
Christopher Andrew discovers 
how differently things might 
have turned out if the baby who 
grew up to be Queen Victoria 
had been bom male. 

430 Science Now. 

5.00 File on 4. 

5.40 You Probably Think Ths 
Song Is about You. 

5.50 Shipping Forecast. 

5.55 Weather. 

6.00 Six 0‘Clock News. 

6.25 waek Ending. 

630 Offspring. 

7.20 Kaleidoscope Feature. Laura 
Cumming investigates the 
rapidly changing world of book 
publishing. 

7.50 On These Days. 

8.50 Saturday Night Theatre: 
Patricia's Progress. The final 
part of Tony Mulholland's 
drama. With Lucy Treager and 
Michael Lumsden. IR) 

935 Classics with Kay. 

9.50 Ten to Ten. 

9.59 weather. 

10.00 News. 

10.15 Late Nrght Theatre: My Bed 
in Darkness. By Jonathan Myer- 
son. London's glitter tarnishes 
rapidly for those who are young, 
poor and sleeping rough. But 
sometimes life on the street is 
better than any other option. 
With James Thomas. (R) 

11.15 Who Goes Home. (R) 

1 130 Looking Forward to the 
Fast. <ri 

12.00 News. 

1230 Late Story: Price of Fame. 

By Michael Carson, read by 
Stephen Thome. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 

1.00 A$ World Service. 

5.50 Inshore Forecast. 

5.51 Bells on Sunday. 

5.55-6.00am Shipping Forecast 


Radio 4 LW 

G2.W46HHzFVU9aH.-LW 
ll.00am-2.00pm Test Match 
Special. 

1.10-6.30pm Test Match Special. 


Radio 5 

(693.909Mb IW) 

6.00am Dirty Tackle 630 The 
Breakfast Programme 9.00 Wfeek 
end 11.00 Top Gear 1130 The 
Game's Up 12.00 Interesting... 
very interesting! 1.00 Sport on 
Five 6.06 5ix-0-Six 735 interna- 
tional Football Nigfit 930 Dallyn 
UK 10.00 Bnef Lives 1030 Word 
Up 11.00 News Extra 12.00 After 
Hours 2.00 Up All Night 5.00- 
6.00am Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

(100-101 9 MHz FIJI 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Count- 
down 12.00 Masters of Their Art 

1.00 Alan Mann 3.00 Margaret 
Howard 6.00 Gardening Fonim 

7.00 Opera Guide 8.00 Evening 
Concert 10.00 The Classic Quiz 

12.00 Sally Peterson 2.00 Concert 
4. 00 -6. 00am Sally ftterson 

Virgin Radio 

(1215, 1 197-IZ60Utz MW 105311ft; W) 
6.00am Lynn Parsons 10.00 Russ 
'n* Jono’s Greatest Hits 3,00 The 
Album Chart 6.00 Richard Porter 

10.00 Janey Lee Grace 2.00- 
6.00am Howard Pearce 


Satellite/cable 


World Service 

mmrn 

1.00am Newsdesk 130 Letter from 
America 1.45 Britain Today 2.00 
Newsdesk 230 On Your Behalf 

3.00 Newsday 330 Music Review 

4.00 WWd News 435 WOrifl Busi- 
ness Review 4.15 Sports Roundup 
430 From Our Own Correspondent 

5.00 Newsdesk 5 30-6 .00am 
Global Business 


SXT 1 

7.0Qam My UtUe Pony <565 87). 
730 Deify and His Friends 
162194). 8.00 FYess Your Luck 
(37656). 8.30 Love Connection 
(87197). 9.00 Quantum Leap 
1929 J 0). 10.00 Kung Fu (68378). 

11.00 Legends of the Hidden City 
(31129). 11.30 Sea Rescue 
(32858). 12.00 Wrestling (47200). 

1.00 Wrestling (23620). 2.00 Star 
Trek (206201. 3.00 Star Trek: The 
Next Generation (36674). 4.00 Star 
Trek: Deep Space Nine (42281). 

5.00 Star Trek: Voyager (6533). 

6.00 Xena: Warrior Ferine ess 
(43484). 7.00 Hercules: The Leg- 
endary Journeys (86113). 8.00 
Coppers (6910). 830 Cops I 
(8945). 9.00 Cops II (48465). 

930 LAPD (28129). 10.00 Law 
and Order (85484). 11.00 LA Law 
(69007.1. 12.00 The Movie Shaw 
09232). 1230 LAPD (97243). 

1.00 Dream On (60359). 130 Sat- 
urday Night. Sunday Morning 
(76408). 2.00-6.00am Hit Mix 
Long Play (7639595). 


SKY 7 

7.00pm Supertoy (4041755). 

7.30 Superboy (8548755). 8.00 
Hercules: The Legendary Journeys 
(6218649). 9.00 Pacific Drive 
(6221 11 3). 10.00 Tales from the 
Crypt (9220552). 1030 Tales from 
the Crypt (9239200). 11.00 Duck- 
man (SW39620J. 1130 Duckman 
(525 2991). 12.00-6.00am Hit Mix 
Long Play (2705682). 


(62587). 10.00 Casino 
(87565587). 1235 Dazed and 
Confused (790663). 2 . 40 Judrcial 
Consent (922717). 430-6.00am 
As Good as Dead (386576). 


SXT MOVIES 

6.00am The Muppets Take Manhat- 
tan (86468692). 7.45 Mass 
Appeal (62344755). 9.30 It Could 
Happen To You (10328200). 11.15 
First Knight (67934668). 130 * 
Howard: A New Breed of Hero 
(75614674). 3.15 The Muppets 
Take Manhattan (53285200). 5.00 
It Could Happen To You 
(55086842). 6.45 First Knight 
(77440945). 9.00 Sheet Fighter 
(632 J 6). 11.00 Virtual Desire 
(5) 7255). 12.40 Cleopatra Jones 
(971601). 2.25 Cleopatra Jones 
and the Casino of Gold (348232). 

3. 55-6. OQam Forbidden Beauty 
(1 2491 750). 


SKY MOVIES GOLD 

6.00pm Big (9010991). 8.00 
Catch 22 (9022736). 10.00 Day of 
the Locust (36081)3). 1230 
Rumble Fish (4251779). 2.05 The 
Fortune ( S2786632 ). 335-6.00am 
Guns at Batasi* (91809999). 


MOVIE CHANNEL 

6.15am Stowaways on the Ark 
(7636755). 7.40 Dogtanian In: 

One lor All and All tor One 
(4084007). 9.00 Ghost Ship* 
(4164113). 10.15 Camhral In 
Costa Rica (96758552). 12.00 The 
Sea Chase (32465J. 2.00 Stargate 
(74378). 4.00 The Amazing Cap- 
tain Nemo (9007). 6.00 As Good 
as Dead (87842). 8.QQ Staigate 


SCT SPORTS 1 

7.00am TT Races (259391. 8.00 
Extreme Sport (42002). 830 Rac- 
ing (92543). 9.00 Super League 
(84842). 11.00 End Zone 
(19026). 12.00 Sports Saturday 
(67129). 2.00 The Lions on Tour: 
Northern Transvaal v British Lions 
(537129). 430 Watersports 
(99194). 5.30 Golf (80910). 630 
Survival ol the Fittest (66201. 7.00 
Football: France v England 
1587804). 10.00 Football: Georgia 
v Moldova (41200). 1130 Futtol 
Mundial (70649). 12.00 Football: 
France v England (73750). 1.00- 
4.00am Ice Hockey - Stanley Cup 
(8414514). 


SfCf SPORTS 2 

7.00am World Sports ( 8091129 k 
730 Sports Centre (8907736). - 

8.00 Soccer AM (5004755). ILOO 
Australian Rules Football 
(1477026J. 1.00 GoK CZ370129J.' 

5.00 End Zone (1580939). 6.00 
Inside the PGA Tour (38502)6). 
630 Raang (4356649). 10.00 ' 
The Uons on Tour (7307281). 
I2.00-l.00am Golf: Hapag Lloyd - ; - 
Shoot 0ut(7754427). 


sn SPORTS 3 

12.00nowi Darts [26963465J. 
530 World Sports ( 41449007k 
6.00 TT Races ( 77583842} . 7.00. 
GolL European Grand Prix 
(36595736). 9.00 Golf: Kemper 
Open (39486910). 11.00 Inside - 
the PGA Tour ( 85991213k 11^0- 
12.00midoigbt Survival of the 
Fittest (92183674). 


UVEW 

6.00am Pin Money 7.00 Fashion 
730 Sport 8.00 A Geme otTw 
Scarves 830 Sham Rock Quiz 845 
Looking for Love 9.00 Pet Squad . 
930 Revelations 10.00 Fashion 
1030 Agony 10.45 Lookmg far 
Love 11.00 Pet Squad 11-30 Trial 
TV 12320 Fate and Fortune 1230,- 
Why Files? 1.00 Agony 2-00 Trial 
TV 230 Fashion 3.00 Agony 330 
Fate and Fortune 4.00 Pin Money: ' 
4.30 Sport 5.00 Sham Rock Quiz - 
530 Agony 6.00 Fashion 630 
Sport 7.00 Pin Money 730 A 
Game of Two Scarves 8.00 Bushno 

9.00 Handy Hunks; Sham Rock 
Quiz 930 Eva’s Seventies Rjp - 
Show 10.00 Toptess Darts; Sport ■ . 
1030 Stand-Up 11.00 Topless 
Darts; Fate and Fortune 1130 Ser. 

12.00 Handy Hunks; Erotka E»tf - 
ica 1230 Kiss TV 130 Shoppy; 

2.00 S® 230 Erotica Exotica 330; 
Stand-Up 330 Sex 4.00 Emtia j, 

Exotica 430 Pin Money 5J20 Spar? 

53Q-6.QQaffl Shopping 
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With Good Food, Good Living Is Free* 
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-With Good Food raagaane voo'll find Good 
Living free: 52 -pages of ideas from wedding 
buffets to designs far children's cloches; from 
magical mosaics to bright ideas for lampshades. 






In this monih’s 8-page pull-out Food 
Capitals Guide, we tour Bologna, Modena 
& Parma, the home of bolognese ragti, 
balsamic vinegar and Parmesan cheese. 


We’ve a selection of dishes drenched with 


EQ0&. ‘N'e'VEK Go Wj rti* ; TT I' 


— - . 

— ------ V. UUJIIVO WIVJIUICU WlULi You’ll find part three ofotff Winelovers. ;] 

the warm, ripe flavours of southern Italy, Challenge; the latest recipes from BBC! i 
including everything you need for a mouth- MasicrChef '97; and we have planned a 
watering Sicilian style buffet party. bring-your-own. Sunday brunch party* 






.- F *?' ... ^ • • . 1 -« *a 

— .■ -J jrf.. -- 









the 
anrf 
the 1 


They a 
heart 


tiJ. Cli-J 


n 


1?^ A 


U 


^(ULL-i&iL 





* 











